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The h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  is a campus s e t t i n g  comprising of  a main 
h o s p i t a l  wi th  a u x i l i a r y  suppor t  bu i l d ings  and personnel  q u a r t e r s .  The 
bu i ld ings  a r e  arranged i n t o  t h r e e  groups.  b e  l a r g e  ova l  shaped 
group on t h e  center c o n t a i n s  t h e  medical ,  d in ing ,  and t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h i d i n g s .  ?he two s i d e  groups c o n t a i n  personnel  
q u a r t e r s  and u t i l i t y  bu i ld ings .  The land is mostly f l a t  wi th  g e n t l y  
s l o p i n g  h i l l s  on t h e  edges ,  wi th  medium s i z e d  t h r e e s  s c a t t e r e d  
throughout t h e  si te.  On t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  is a g o l f  c o u r s e  
and a grand s t and  on its s i d e .  

Tota l  o f  53 s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t  between 1933--4. 'he 
main medical f a c i l i t y ,  d in ing  h a l l ,  r e c r e a t i o n  bu i ld ing ,  d i r e c t o r ' s  
and duplex s t a f f  q u a r t e r s ,  and a s so r t ed  eng inee r ing ,  s t o r a g e ,  l aundry  
and maintenance shops  were b u i l t  by t h e  Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion ,  from 
d e s i g n s  adapted from a pro to type  set of bu i ld ings .  'he set o f  
bu i l d ings ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  V A 1 s  l tArch i t ec tu r a l  S e t , "  resembles many o t h e r  
VA Medical Cente rs  i nn  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  f u n c t i o n a l  l a y o u t ,  p l an ,  
e l e v a t i o n s ,  and gene ra l  approach to medical c a r e  design.  Only t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  d i f f e r e d  according t o  t h e  surrounding 
communities. 

The Georgian Colonia l  bu ld ings  a r e  two and t h r e e  stories high and 
f i n i s h e d  i n  common bond b r i c k  cours ing .  They a r e  topped with  s l a t e  
hipped and gabled roo f s .  Several  pedimented c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n s  a r e  
backed with  a double  l inked  chimney with  wood r a i l i n g .  The Georgian 
Colonia l  d e t a i l s  f e a t u r e  s t o n e  b e l t  cou r s ing ,  c l a s s i c a l  eave  and 
c o r n i c e  t r ea tmen t ,  hipped dormers,  and r u s t i c s t e d  s t o n e  base w a l l s .  
A l l  o f  t h e  bu i l d ings  have windows t h a t  a r e  p r imar i l y  mu l t i - l i gh t  
double  hung s a sh  wi th  r a d i a t i n g  vousso i r s  and s tone  keys tones  and 
sills. 
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Thi s  medical c e n t e r  is p a r t  o f  a set of h o s p i t a l s  i n  VA ownership 
which form a themat ic  group i l l u s t r a t i v e  of a major concept  i n  t h e  
d e l i v e r y  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  ve t e r ans .  Hosp i t a l s  i n  t h e  
set may be found i n  a lmost  every  s t a t e  and i nc lude  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  o r  facades  used wi th  t h e  same s t r u c t u r a l  design 
f o r  b u i l d i n g s  intended t o  s e r v e  t h e  same o r  s i m i l a r  f unc t i ons .  

The Veterans Bureau was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Execut ive Order i n  1921. 
The f i r s t  D i r ec to r  o f  t h e  Bureau, appointed by P re s iden t  Harding was 
Charles  R.  Forbes ,  formerly Director o f  t h e  War Risk Insurance 
Bureau. A t  t h e  time t h e  Veterans  Bureau was e s t a b l i s h e d  World War I 
ve t e r ans  were r e c e i v i n g  medical c a r e  and examinat ions  f o r  pensions or 
compensation and o t h e r  h e a l t h  r e l a t e d  b e n e f i t s  i n  a conglomeration o f  
Publ ic  Heal th  Se rv i ce ,  m i l i t a r y ,  c o n t r a c t ,  l e a sed  and Veterans Bureau 
(former m i l i t a r y  and Publ ic  Heal th  S e r v i c e )  h o s p i t a l s .  

h r i n g  h i s  i n i t i a l  i n spec t i on  t o u r  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  Forbes  was 

appa l led  a t  t h e  "deplorable ,  a b s o l u t e l y  dep lorab le"  cond i t i ons  i n  

,,many cantonmentsll which he  cha rac t e r i zed  a s  l l a l l  f i re  hazards , "  

and "wooden shacks." 


A second imnediate  problem faced by Forbes ,  i n  h i s  view, was 

t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  D r .  Char les  E. Sawyer, P r e s iden t  Ha rd ing l s  

persona l  phys ic ian  t h a t  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  Veterans  Bureau p a t i e n t s ,  

gene ra l  medical  and s u r g i c a l ,  neuro-psychia t r ic ,  and 

t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  be housed t o g e t h e r .  


With t h e  app rop r i a t i on  of a c q u i s i t i o n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  funds 

t h e  Bureau, under Forbes1 l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  beginnings o f  

a massive new cons t ruc t i on  program t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  f i r e t r a p s  

Forbes  deplored.  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  provided for what would become 

pro to type  b u i l d i n g s  for t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p a t i e n t s  for whom 

Forbes  fel t  s eg rega t i on  was app rop r i a t e .  


The u s e  of llstandardll  de s igns  by t h e  Veterans  Bureau-Veterans 

Adminis t ra t ion was n o t  a new concept  i n  government. But ,  t h e  manner 

i n  which "standard1' de s igns  were used f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  set o f  

h o s p i t a l s  was a new d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  u se  o f  "s tandardw des igns .  
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The m i l i t a r y  has used standard designs f o r  barracks,  qua r t e r s  and 
o ther  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  l e a s t  s ince  t h e  l a s t  qua r t e r  o f  t h e  19th Century 
when s c a t t e r e d  garr i sons  and f r o n t i e r  outpos ts  were replaced by 
concentrat ions of  t roops  i n t o  l a r g e ,  permanent pos t s ,  usual ly  a t  
ra i lheads .  There a r e  va r i a t ions  i n  t h e  use of  s tandard designs. 
These appear t o  be based upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  speci f ied  building 
mater ia ls  and l o c a l  preference r a t h e r  than any high l e v e l  policy 
decision on design var ia t ions .  

In t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  set of VA hosp i t a l s  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  va r i a t ions  
were approved a t  t h e  h ighes t  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  agency and the re fo re  
r e f l e c t  a conscious design policy. The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  various 
s t y l e s  across  t h e  county r e f l e c t s  some organized concept o f  l o c a l  
h i s to ry ,  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  preferences and an e f f o r t  t o  " f i t  i n w  and 
appear a s  a p a r t  of  t h e  hos t  community. 

'!Since t h e  beginning of  t h e  century a g rea t  advance has been made 
i n  t h e  diagnosis  and treatment o f  p a t i e n t s  su f fe r ing  with one o r  more 
of t h e  many c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  of mental d iseases .  As a r e s u l t  of World 
War I t h e  opportunity presented i t s e l f  f o r  a g rea t  amount of  research 
and developmnt.  Throughout t h i s  period an attempt has been made by 
t h e  Veterans Administration t o  have t h e  physical  arragement o f  its 
hosp i t a l s  a f ford  t h e  doctor every opportunity t o  f u r t h e r  t h i s  work. 

t!Because of  t h e  s i z e  of  VA neuropsychiatr ic  h o s p i t a l s ,  it has ' 
been poss ib le  i n  most cases  t o  design one o r  m r e  buildings f o r  t h e  
exclusive ca re  of  each type of  p a t i e n t  thus  permit t ing assignemnt of  
d u t i e s ,  r ec rea t ion ,  e t c . ,  poss ib le  of  accomplishmnt by each type of 
p a t i e n t  together  with such specia l ized  treatment a s  is  required. A s  
t h e  treatment bui ld ings  a r e  described,  the re fo re ,  it w i l l  be 
understood t h a t  i n  a smaller  hosp i t a l  consolidat ion of  two o r  more o f  
these  a c t i v i t i e s  might with c a r e f u l  s tudy be poss ib le  under one roof." 

In l a y  terms neuro-psychiatric hosp i t a l s ,  based upon t h e  bed 
l e v e l s  e s t ab l i shed ,  required a c e r t a i n  number of  "hospital t t  beds 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  cont ro l led  access buildings,  intermediate s t age  
bui ld ings  and low s e c u r i t y  buildings.  Medical and su rg ica l  
p a t i e n t s  required a mix of acute  (ser ious  condi t ion)  versus 
convalescent bui ld ings ,  while t h e  treatment of  TB required mre 
long term bui ld ings  and no secur i ty .  These were supplemnted by 
t h e  appropr ia te  adminis t ra t ive  bui ld ings ,  d in ing h a l l s  and o ther  
support f a c i l i t i e s  such a s  r ec rea t ion  h a l l s ,  chapels,  engineering 
shops, b o i l e r  p l a n t s  and s t a f f  housing. The ac tua l  s t r u c t u r e  
f o r  each type  of building,  down t o  t h e  f l o o r  plans f o r  s tairways 
and e leva to r s  was standardized. However t h e  facade o r  e x t e r i o r  
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t rea tment  of  each h o s p i t a l  ranged from minor 
v a r i a t i o n s  based upon t h e  Georgian Colonia l  theme to such wide 
v a r i a t i o n s  a s  Engl i sh  Tudor, Spanish Renaissance o r  French 
Colonia l .  

b i l e  t he se  p ro to types  were n o t  used exc lu s ive ly  by t h e  
Veterans  Bureau and its successor  agency,, t h e  Veterans  
Adminis t ra t ion,  t hey  were t h e  dominant des ign  concept used 
through t h e  end of  World War 11. 

While t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  s tandard  i n t e r i o r  p l ans  of t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
S e t  o f  VA h o s p i t a l s  is t h e  i n i t i a l  b a s i s  of it s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  on ly  t h e  
e x t e r i o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h a t  p l an  is p r e s e n t l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

S ince  t h e s e  medical c e n t e r s  were o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted  (between 
t h e  e a r l y  1920's and the imnediate  Pos t  World War I1 pe r iod )  t h e  
i n t e r i o r s  have been renovated and remodeled repea ted ly .  

lhe h o s p i t a l  bu i l d ings  o r i g i n a l l y  had multiple-bed wards, l a r g e  
day rooms and porches.  Heal th  c a r e  concepts ,  l i f e - s a f e t y  codes  for 
i n s i t u t i o n a l  occupancy and the s t anda rds  of t h e  J o i n t  C o r n i t t e e  on 
t h e  Acc red i t a t i on  o f  Hosp i t a l s  (JCAH) have undergone a cons t an t  
evo lu t i on .  As a r e s u l t  t h e  i n t e r i o r s  of t h e s e  bu i l i dngs  have been 
a l t e r e d  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  meet each of t h e s e  changing requirements.  
Rather t han  l a r g e  wards, p a t i e n t  rooms a r e  now mst o f t e n  a m i x  o f  4 
o r  6 bed wards,  2 bed rooms and s i n g l e  bed rooms. 

lhe changes i n  space  c r i t e r i a  per  bed i n  each of  t h e s e  
con f igu ra t i ons  have meant porches  were enclosed to provide  a d d i t i o n a l  
space  and p r e n t  a l o s s  of beds. As bu id l i ngs  have been air  
condi t ioned ,  it h a s  been p o s s i b l e  t o  enc lo se  a d d i t i o n a l  porches  t o  
provide a d d i t i o n a l  space  needs without  t h e  costs of new cons t ruc t i on .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  repea ted  changes t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r s  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i b e r  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  i n t e r i o r s  no 
longer  e x i s t s .  

It is no t  s u p r i s i n g  t h a t  the use  of s tandard  de s igns  f o r  
h o s p i t a l s  would cont inue  f o r  a q u a r t e r  of  a century.  A t  t h e  t ime  t h e  
na t i on  began to  meet t h e  need f o r  ve t e r ans  h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a f t e r  
World War I t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a l l  f e d e r a l  bu i l d ings  was under t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Superv is ing  Arch i t ec t  i n  t h e  Department o f  t h e  
Treasury.  lhe F i r s t  Langley B i l l  had au thor ized  cons t ruc t i on  of 
ve t e r ans  h o s p i t a l s  by Treasury.  Planning a s s i s t a n c e  came from t h e  
Armed S e r v i c e s  and former members of  t h e  s e rv i ce s .  Construct ion f o r  a 
number of  h o s p i t a l s  was underway when t h e  Veterans Bureau was c r e a t e d  

i 
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i n  1921. Ex i s t i ng  U.S. Publ ic  Heal th  Se rv i ce  Veterans  Hosp i t a l s  were 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  new Bureau by one Execut ive Order ,  whi le  a second 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Langley B i l l  h o s p i t a l s  when 
completed. 

The Second Langley B i l l ,  passed a f t e r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Veterans  Bureau gave t h e  Bureau t h e  d i r e c t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n s t r u c t  
ve t e r ans  h o s p i t a l s .  A t  t h i s  tire key personne l  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  
p lanning  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Langley B i l l  h o s p i t a l s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  new 
Bureau, forming t h e  c o r e  of t h e  Bureau's cons t ruc t i on  s e r v i c e .  

The Veterans  Bureau under Char les  R. Forbes  was plagued by t h e  
same r e p o r t s  of s canda l ,  co r rup t ion  and cronyism a s  t h e  Harding 
Adminis t ra t ion.  Charges ranged from o u t r i g h t  b r i b e r y  and 
c o l l u s i o n  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  h o s p i t a l  sites t o  kickbacks for 
c o n t r a c t s ,  boot legg ing  o f  f e d e r a l l y  he ld  l i q u o r  s t o c k s  and 
improper d i s p o s a l  o f  r epu t ed ly  s u r p l u s  medical s u p p l i e s  t o  v e i l e d  
sugges t i ons  o f  persona l  i m p r o p r i e t i e s  on o f f i c i a l  t r a v e l .  

Charles  Forbes '  r e s i g n a t i o n  from t h e  Veterans  Bureau on 
February 15, 1923, was followed almost  immediately by a 
Congressional  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  Bureau and t h e  s u i c i d e  March 16th o f  h i s  handpicked 
General Counsel, Char les  F. Cramer. Following t h e  Congressional  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  Forbes  was convic ted  f o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  s canda l s  
t h a t  occured under h i s  admin i s t r a t i on ,  ending t h e  b l a c k e s t  e r a  o f  
t h e  VA h i s t o r y .  

Forbes was rep laced  a s  D i r ec to r  of t h e  Veterans  Bureau by General  
Frank T. Hines,  a World War I ve t e r an  of impeccable r epu t a t i on .  Hines 
remained a s  D i r ec to r  of t h e  Veterans  Bureau u n t i l  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion  i n  1930 when h e  became t h e  first Adminis t ra tor  
of Veterans  A f f a i r s .  He served  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  through t h e  end o f  
World War I1 when a new, and much l a r g e r  body of v e t e r a n s  pressed  f o r  
t h e  replacement o f  t h e  World War I cad re  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  w i th in  t h e  
agency by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  " t h e i r f f  war. Hines  was t hen  rep laced  by 
"The G. I .  Generalt '  Omar Bradley. 

The c a r e e r  a r c h i t e c t s  and eng inee r s  o f  t h e  Bureau's c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s e r v i c e  were never  involved i n  any way i n  t h e  Forbes  scanda ls .  Many 
of them remained w i th  t h e  Bureau and t h e  new VA through t h e  end of 
General Hines t e n u r e ,  con t inu ing  t o  c o n s t r u c t  v e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l s  
accord ing  t o  t h e  p l a n s  and care concepts  t hey  had o r i g i n a l l y  developed 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920's. 
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But t h e  e r a  of  Cha r l e s  Forbes  l e f t  two l e g a c i e s  st i l l  a 
major p a r t  of t h e  VA h e a l t h  c a r e  d e l i v e r y  program: an ab id ing  
concern f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of VA p a t i e n t s  from f i re  and o t h e r  l i f e  
t h r e a t e n i n g  dangers  and s e p a r a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  designed for t h e  
s p e c i f i c  needs of  gene ra l  medical and s u r g i c a l  or neuro-
p s y c h i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s .  Thanks t o  VA r e sea rch  t h e  need f o r  
s e p a r a t e  TB f a c i l i t i e s  was obvia ted  through drug  t he r apy  du r ing  
t h e  1950's. 

The o r i g i n a l  appearance f o r  each h o s p i t a l  l o c a t i o n  was a campus 
arrangement o f  bu i ld ings .  The design for each campus was based upon 
t h e  size and topography of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r c e l  o f  p roper ty  and t h e  
number o f  t h e  va r ious  s t r u c t u r e s  r equ i r ed  t o  meet t h e  bed numbers and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o s p i t a l  complex. 

The s e l e c t i o n  of sites for ve t e r ans  h o s p i t a l s  du r ing  t h i s  per iod  
was based upon a number of  f a c t o r s .  The mst important  included:  

Demgraphics  - The nationwide d i s t r i b u t i o n  of e l i g i b l e  
ve t e r ans  i n  need of c a r e  and the type  of care needed 
compared t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  beds. 

Type of  F a c i l i t y  - General s i t i n g  p o l i c y  a t  t h i s  ti& c a l l e d  
f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  neuro-psychia t r ic  and TB h o s p i t a l s  ( long  
term c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s )  on l a r g e  t r a c t s  of land away from 
major urban c e n t e r s .  General medical and s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l s  
( a c u t e  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s )  were to  be l oca t ed  i n  or near  major 
urban c e n t e r s  on less e x t e n s i v e  p a r c e l s  o f  l and .  

A v a i l a b i l i t y  of  Fede ra l  Lands - The t r a n s f e r  of  e x i s t i n g  
f e d e r a l  l a n d s  between agenc ies  and t h e  t r a n s f e r  of 
f a c i l i t i e s  with  s t r u c t u r e s  s u i t a b l e  for or adaptab le  t o  
medical c a r e  u s e  avoided a c q u i s i t i o n  and some c o n s t r u c t i o n  
costs. Tne t r a n s f e r  of  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s ,  s l a t e d  f o r  
abandonment i n  t h e  p o s t  World War I pe r iod ,  r e t a i n e d  a 
f e d e r a l  p resence  i n  t h e  a r e a s  and avoided the o therwise  
s e v e r e  economic impacts on t h e  l o c a l  comnunities.  

Local I n i t i a t i v e s  - Local comnuni t ies ,  s t a t e  goverments and 
c i t i z e n s 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  supported r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of a ve t e r ans  h o s p i t a l  i n  a s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  w i th  offers t o  
dona te  l and ,  funds,  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  or f a c i l i t i e s  under 
cons t ruc t i on .  
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Continued Treatment Bui lding 

Housing f o r  able-bodied p a t i e n t s  with chronic  cond i t i ons  o r  a  degree 
of  recovery f o r  which r e s t r i c t i o n  and observa t ion  a r e  sti l l  requi red .  
P a t i e n t s  i n  t h i s  ca tegory  took meals i n  t h e  main d in ing  h a l l  bu i ld ing  
and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  occupat iona l  therapy program. 

Pa ro l e  Bui lding 

P a t i e n t s  housed i n  t h i s  t ype  of f a c i l i t y  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  recovered 
p h y s i c a l l y  and mental ly  to  c a r e  for themselves with nominal 
superv is ion .  Paro le  p a t i e n t s  no t  on ly  took meals i n  t h e  Dining Hal l  
Buidl ing but  had acces s  to t h e  Recreat ion Building. 

Dining Hal l  Bui ld ing  

The d in ing  h a l l  contained n o t  on ly  d i n i n g  rooms but  k i t c h e s ,  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,  food prepara t ion  and s t o r a g e  f o r  
subs i s t ence  supp l i e s .  

Recreat ion Building 

The r e c r e a t i o n  usua l ly  contained a  lounge for c a r d s ,  b i l l i a r d s  and 
o t h e r  games, an auditorium and l i b r a r y .  

Res iden t i a l  & Quar t e r s  Bui ldings 

The r e s i d e n t i a l  and q u a r t e r s  bu i ld ings  included a  s i n g l e  family 
dwel l ing  f o r  t h e  Director ( then c a l l e d  t h e  Manager), two duplex u n i t s  
f o r  key s t a f f  and t h e i r  families and the approp r i a t e  number o f  non-
housekeeping or dormitory l i v i n g  u n i t s  f o r  nurses  and a t t endan t s .  

U t i l i t y  Group 

Composed of  t h e  b o i l e r  house, l aundry ,  s to rehouse ,  garage,  shops,  
f i r ehouse  ( i f  a p p l i c a b l e )  and farm bui ld ings .  

Connecting Corr idors  

The use of connect ing c o r r i d o r s  between bu i ld ings  served two 
func t ions ;  p a t i e n t  c o n t r o l  and t h e  mvement of  p a t i e n t s  and s t a f f  
throughout t h e  complex in  adverse weather. 
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P o l i t i c a l  S e n s i t i v i t y  - A s  with o ther  f ede ra l  agencies, t h e  . . 

Bureau d id ,  on occasion, s e l e c t  a  s p e c i f i c  site within t h e  

home s t a t e s  o r  home cornun i t i e s  of prominent p o l i t i c a l  

leaders .  


Other f a c t o r s  which determined the  se lec t ion  of  s p e c i f i c  land pa rce l s  
included t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  of t h e  land f o r  cons t ruct ion ,  a hea l th fu l  
environment and/or c l imate ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of water and u t i l i t i e s  
and proximity to  regu la r ly  scheduled public  t ranspor ta t ion .  

NP BUILDING TYPES 

Main Hospital Building 

A main administrat ive and c l i n i c a l  building usual ly  four o r  f i v e  
s t o r i e s  including about 200 hosp i t a l  beds each. Additional capaci ty  
is provided i n  two s to ry  ward buildings of 100 t o  200 beds each. 

The main building provides t h e  medical and su rg ica l  center  f o r  t h e  
hospi ta l .  It includes medical administrat ive space, operat ing s u i t e ,  
receiving ward and c l i n i c s .  Bas ica l ly  t h e  Main Building is a 
combination of t h e  np f e a t u r e s  necessary f o r  t h e  treatment,  protec t ion  
and sa fe ty  of p a t i e n t s  and a l l  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a  general medical 
hosp i t a l .  

Acute Building 

Designed for  t h e  care  and treatment of pa t i en t s  disturbed to such an 
extent  t h a t  they requ i re  in tens ive  treatment o r  t h a t  they may be 
dangerous t o  themselves or  o the r s .  ?he purpose was two fo ld ;  t o  
provide specia l ized  treatment and keep these  p a t i e n t s  segregated 
from t h e  l e s s  se r ious ly  ill. 

Infirmary Building 

Designated f o r  p a t i e n t s  su f fe r ing  from physical  de te r io ra t ion  was well 
a s  np d i s a b i l i t i e s  and capable of doing l i t t l e  or nothing toward t h e i r  
own care .  Composed of m s t l y  bedridden pa t i en t s  requir ing c lose  
supervision and constant  ca re ,  these  f a c i l i t i e s  included dining rooms 
and ki tchens  within t h e  building. 
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GENERAL MEDICAL & SURGICAL BUILDING TYPES 

For i nd iv idua l  h o s p i t a l  complexes see i n d i v i d u a l  Bui lding P l o t  and 

Locator Plan (VA document). 


For bu i ld ing  d i s c r i p t i o n s  see ind iv idua l  d a t a  shee t s .  
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SALEM, V I R G I N I A  

BLDG.- DATE-
1 1934 
2 19 33 
4 1933 
5 1934 
6 1934 
7 1933 
8 1938 
9 1941 
10 1940 
11 1938 
12 1936 
13 1933 In t ru s ion  

In t ru s ion  

In t ru s ion  
In t ru s ion  
In t ru s ion  
In t ru s ion  
In t ru s ion  

In t ru s ion  

In t ru s ion  

I n t r u s i o n  


USE-

Adminis t ra t ion Bui ld ing  
Medical Bui lding 
Dining Hal l  & Attendants  Q u a r t e r s  
Recreat ion Bui ld ing  
Medical-Surgical  Ward 
N.R. & Medical Treatment 
N.R. & Medical Treatment 
N.R.  & Medical Treatment 
N.R.  & Medical Treatment 
N.R.  & Medical Treatment 
N.R. & Medical Treatment 
Boi ler  House I n c i n e r a t o r  & Coal 

Bunk 
Laundry 
Supply O f f i c e s  & Warehouse 
Eng. O f f i c e ,  Garage & F i r e  S t a t i o n  
Nurses Q u a r t e r s  
Manager's Q u a r t e r s  
Duplex Quarters 
Sewage Pump House 
S t e e l  Water Tank & Tower 
Duplex Q u a r t e r s  
6 Car Garage 
5 Car Garage 
5 Car Garage 
Swimming Pool 
Pa in t  Spray Shop 
S torage  
Implement Shed 
Storage 
Flag Pole 
S torage  & Emergency Generator  
Ward 
Nursing Home Care 
Medical Treatment 
Medical Treatment 
Greenhouse 
P.M.&R. Repair Shop 
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Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
I n t ~ u s i o n  
Intrusion 
Intrusion 
Intrusion 

b u b l e  Q-Hut - Bowling Alley 

Water Softening Plant  (Plumbing) 

Warehouse 

Storage Storage . 

Storage 

Storage 

Chapel 

Greenhouse 

Water Tank 

To i l e t  - Picnic Area 

Grandstand 

Substation 

Picnic She l t e r  

Golf Club House 

Pansformer Vault 

Oxygen Storage Pad 
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VA Medical Center 


Alexandria 

Allen Park 

Amarillo 

American Lake 

Batavia 

Bath 

Battle Creek 
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VA ARCHITECTURAL SET OF HOSPITALS 


Date 


Bay Pines 

Bedford 

Biloxi 

"(Biloxi Division) 

Biloxi 


State 


Louisiana 

Michigan 

Texas 

Washington 

New York 

New York 

Michigan 

Florida 

Massachusettes 

Mississippi 


Mississippi 


Style 


French Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Spanish Colonial 

Spanish 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 


(Gulfport Division) 

Cleveland Ohio 

(Brecksville Division) 


Canandaigua 

Chillicothe 

Coatesville 

Columbia 

Des Moines 

Fayetteville 

Fayetteville 

Fort Lyon 

*Fort Howard 

Hampton 

Huntington 

Indianapolis 


New York 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

South Carolina 

Iowa 

Arkansas 

North Carolina 

Colorado 

Maryland 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

Indiana 


(Cold Springs Road Division ) 
Lebanon Pennsylvania 
Lexington Kentucky 
(Leestown Division) 

"Lincoln Nebraska 
Lyons New Jersey 
Marion Illinois 
Montgomery Alabama 
Moritrose New York 
Murfreesboro Tennessee 
Newington Connecticut 
North Little Rock Arkansas 
Northampton Massachusettes 

Spanish Renaissance 

Georgian Colonial 

Southern Colonial 


Spanish Baroque 


,Georgian Colonial 


English Tudor 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 


Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 


Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Egyptian Revival 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 

Georgian Colonial 


Georgian Colonial 
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Northpor t New York 

Pittsburgh Pennsylvania Georgian Colonial 

(Aspinwall Division) 


Roseburg Oregon Georgian Colonial 

Salem Virginia Georgian Colonial 

San Francisco California Modern 

St. Cloud Minnesota Georgian Colonial 

Tomah Wisconsin Georgian Colonial 

Tuscaloosa Alabama Georgian Colonial 

Waco Texas Italian Renaissance 

West Roxbury Massachusettes Georgian Colonial 

White River Junction Vermont Georgian Colonial 

Wichita Kansas Georgian Colonial 


*Interior has Determined Tnis Property Eligible for the National 

Register, as part of the Architectural Set. 



