
7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one  
2excellent X deteriorated -- unaltered X.  original site  
_li good ruins 2altered moved date N/A  
_1( fair unexposed  

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The S u f f o l k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  l oca ted  i n  the City pi' 9 ~ f f o l l :  i n  southeastern 
V i r g i n i a .  The City o f  S u f f o l k  now comprises a l l  o f  what was Nansemond County. The 
ac tua l  City o f  S u f f o l k  i s  s i t u a t e d  most ly  south o f  t he  Nansemond R ive r  and i s  conf ined 
on the west by Lake K i l b y  and Lake Meade, and on the eas t  '-!I the Great Dismal Swamp. 
The phys ica l  c i t y  area a l s o  extends, t o  a  l i m i t e d  degree, % s t  a long Route 58. The 
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  l oca ted  south o f  the Seaboard Coast L i n e  Ra i l r oad  t racks  and n o r t h  
o f  Washington S t r e e t .  I t  i s  centered approximately around the  Nor th  Main S t r e e t  area 
t h a t  was annexed t o  "Old Town" a f t e r  1785. Most o f  the D i s t r i c t  i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  w i t h  a 
l?r;e area eas t  of Nor th Ma in -S t ree t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  known as "New Town." There are 234 
c o n t r i 5 u t i n g  Su i l f l i i l gs  i.n the D i s t r i c t  and o n l y  17 noncon t r i bu t i ng  b u i l d i n g s .  Inc luded 
i n  these t o t a l s  a re  83 ou tbu i l d i ngs  associated w i t h  the pr imary b u i l d i n g s  o f  which 7  are 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i ~ g .  There a re  145 r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n ~ s ,  seven r e l i a i n u s  bui ld inc js ,  two 
educat ional b u i l d i n g s ,  two socia l /cu;  t u r a l  bu i  l d i  rigs, one governnkntal  b u i l d i n g ,  and one 
commercial b u i l d i n a  ar'iorl!; t i le  prjciar:! c o n t r i  t u t i n q  L u i l d i ~ i q s  ill t i le  d i s t r i c t .  

The D i s t r i c t ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  character  shows the evidence o f  S u f f o l k ' s  l a t e  
n ineteenth-  and e a r l y  twent ie th -century  development, the p e r i o d  d u r i n g  which S u f f o l k  
experienced unprecedented growth. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

RESIDENTIAL 

Su f fo l k ' s  o l d e s t  area i s  a t  the Nansemond R iver  f rontage.  S e t t l e r s  b u i l t  up a  
t r a d i n g  center  o r i e n t e d  tswards t $ e  l a r p f r  t rade centers o f  the James R iver .  A l i n e a r  
development occurred a f t e r  an a c t  was passed t o  e s t a b i i s h  a  town a t  Constance's Ware- 
house i n  1742. John M i l per  surveyed l and  belonging t o  Je th ro  Surnner i n t o  one wide 
nor th-south s t r e e t  known as Main S t r e e t  t o  t h i s  day and two east-west s t r e e t s  known 
a t  the pe r i od  as Nor th  Cross S t r e e t  and South Cross S t r e e t .  On thc e a r l i e s t  map ex tan t ,  
Gray's so-ca l led  "New Map" of 1877, these s t r e e t s  a re  c a l l e d  F i r s t  Cross S t r e e t  and 
Second Cross S t r e e t .  One a d d i t i o n a l  s t r e e t  was l a i d  o u t  p a r a l l e l  t o  Main S t r e e t  t o  the 
west named Bank S t ree t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  'Old Town" has 
l a s t e d  t o  t h i s  day w i t h  o n l y  one east-west s t r e e t  added much l a t e r  - Western Avenue. 
This  area known as "Old Town" i s  w i t h o u t  any doubt t he  o r i g i n a l  se t t lement  area. 

The H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  centered around the second o l d e s t  area o f  se t t lement  
c a l l e d  "Up Town" by James Andrew Riddick i n  F i l l m o r e  N o r f l e e t ' s  book S u f f o l k  i n  V i r g i n i a  
c .  1795 - 1840. "Up Town" was added a f t e r  1785 when John Granberry surveyed 33 l o t s  
(99 ft. wide by va ry ing  depths) .  The l o t s  were auct ioned i n  1791, when twenty-two were 
bought immediately and the remainder were l e f t  i n  John Granberry 's  possession. 

On Gray 's  map ofp)87j, i t  i s  apparent t h a t  the o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g s  on Main S t r e e t  were 
b u i l t  w i t h  f r o n t  -deb&&% Y T U S ~  Most o f  the s t r u c t u r e s  i n  1877 were w i t h  the s t r e e t .  
small wood frame houses d a t i n g  from the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the century.  Only f o u r  residences 
e x i s t  from t h i s  e a r l i e s t  pe r i od  o f  "Up Town." 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet #1)  



8. Significance 

Per iod 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1 599 
1600-1699 

X 1700-1799 
x 1800-1899 
x 1900-

Areas of  Signi f icance--Check 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture -

X architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communication^ 

and  just i fy  be l ow  
community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration'settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics!government 

-

. X. 

religion 
sclence 
sculpture 
social 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

~~ -- ~~ ~ ~ -~~ - ~ ~ ~- ~~~ ~-

Speci f ic  da tes  1795 - 1936 6u i lde r .Arch i tec t  various - ~-~- -~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ 

S ta tement  of S ign i f i cance  ( i n  one  paragraph)  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE-
The Suffol k H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because o f  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  

and i t s  a s soc ia t ion  with s t a t e  and regional  commercial, i n d u s t r i a l  , and 
t r anspor t a t ion  h i s t o r y .  The d i s t r i c t  includes a v a r i e t y  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  desigiis t h a t  
span from the  l a t e  e iohteenth  century through the  1930s. The d i s t r i c t  
area was annexed t o  "Old Town' a f t e r  1785. While t h i s  i s  not  the  i n i t i a l  a rea  o f  
s e t t l emen t ,  because of severa l  f i r e s  north of t h e  d . i s t r i c t  a r e a ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  ~ l i s t r i c t  
contains S ~ r f f o l k ' s  o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  Federa l -s ty le  dwell ings.  The d . i s t r i c t 1 s  predomir~ately 
r e s i d e n t i a l  cha rac te r  includes Vernacular,  Federal ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  V ic to r i an ,  Neoclassical 
and Bungalow-style bui ld ings .  The North Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  conta ins  commercial spaces ,  
several  subs t an t i a l  l a t e  nineteenth-century churches, a Masonic Ha l l ,  a U.S. Pos t  Off ice ,  
and S u f f o l k ' s  o l d e s t  r a i l r o a d  depots .  In addi t ion  t o  the  Post  Of f i ce ,  t h e r e  a r e  two well 
preserved publ ic  school bui ld ings  from the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of the  twentieth cen tu ry .  To 
the e a s t  and west of  North Main S t r e e t  a r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods which con ta in  
dwellings b u i l t  by workers and cap ta ins  of indus t ry  during t h e  l a t e  n ine teenth  and e a r l y  
twentieth cen tu r i e s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  growth t h a t  centered  around 
lumber and peanut processing.  The Suffolk Hi s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  e x h i b i t s  a cohesive 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  f a b r i c  throughout.  

HISTORICAL PACKGROUN3 

The Town of Suffo lk  was e s t ab l i shed  by c h a r t e r  granted by the Vir~ ' i r i ia  Assel-ibly 
in 1742; however, i t  i s  believed t h a t  the  area was probably s e t t l e d  well before the  
beginning of the  e ighteenth  century and p o s i t i v e l y  by 1720 when John Constant b u i l t  
h i s  house and warehouse on the  south bank of the  Nansemond River .  Constant ,  l i L e  
other s e t t l e r s  of t h i s  per iod ,  sought t o  c r e a t e  an outpost  near an area  r i c h  with 
raw mater ia l s  t o  be s e n t  u p  r i v e r  t o  the  l a r g e r  t rad ing  cen te r s  on the  James River 
and a t  Hampton Roads. The pr inc ipa l  a r t i c l e s  of  t r a d e  during t h i s  period were t a r ,  
t u rpen t ine ,  s t a v e s ,  sh ing le s  and o t h e r  by-products t h a t  could be ex t r ac t ed  from t h e  
extensive primeval growth i n  and around the  Dismal Swamp. I t  was from t h i s  a rea  
known a s  Cons tant ' s  Wharf t h a t  Suffo lk  grew. I t  i s  believed t h a t  houses from t h i s  
e a r l i e s t  period of s e t t l emen t  were e x t a n t  a s  l a t e  as  the  mid-1950s on what was then 
ca l l ed  Milner S t r e e t  (now renamed Constance Road). In May, 1752 J e t h r o  Sumner 
designed f i f t y  a c r e s  of land t o  be l a i d  o u t  as Suffolk Town i n  Nansemond County. 

(See Continuation Sheet P60) 
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verbalbqundar description and justitication The S u f f o l  k I i i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  comprised o f  m o s t l y  
r e s i d e n t ~ a l  s t r u c t u r e s  wh ich  range  i n  d a t e  f r o m  S u f f o l k ' s  e a r l i e s t  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
B r i t t  House, ca.  1795 t o  b u i l d i n g s  d a t i n g  f r o m  1935/36. The boundary a t  t h e  n o r t h  i s  t h e  
Seaboard Systems R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  wh ich  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  e x c e p t  i n  one s h o r t  a rea (See 

~ ~ ~- ( C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet 671) 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

Sometime after 1914 a large section of the inner estate to the  
west of Pinner Street and north of Grace Street was developed. Grace  
Street was extended through to Institute Street (today this northward  
extent has been fenced off). Pond Street, now called Oakdale Terrace,  
was developed from an alley into a street that connected Main Street  
with Grace Street. By 1928 Pond Street had become Oakdale Terrace and  
there were new houses lining the street. Virtually all of the  
development along the northern extension of Grace Street and Oakdale  
Terrace took place between 1920 and 1935. Grace Street drops about 25  
feet into a small hollow and Oakdale Terrace makes an abrupt curve  
around a hill to meet Grace. The radical terrain in this area of the  
district enhances the setting for the various Bungalow and Colonial  
Revival buildings.  

Entering Oakdale Terrace from Main Street there are three brick  
Colonial Revival houses (107, 109 and 111) on the south side of the  
street. They were built within the same year by the owner of a large  
nineteenth-century house that was situated on the site of the  
noncontributing Southland Life Building. This large nineteenth- 
century house was demolished within the last fifteen years, but the  
former owner developed the back of his property with these three  
residences sometime in the late 1920s. All three houses have unusual  
asymmetrical fenestration patterns which seem to be partly determined  
by interior room plans.  

The large American Foursquare house at 108 Oakdale Terrace is one  
of the most notable brick structures on the north side of the street.  
It has a hipped dormer with paired six over six windows, wide eaves  
and a handsome porch with battered piers and a high brick foundation.  
Numbers 110-110i and 112 are pure early twentieth-century brick  
vernacular buildings while 114 is the most formally interesting brick  
Colonial Revival house with an I plan and symmetrical three-bay facade  
which includes a nicely designed pedimented porch entry. There are  
also such details as cornice returns and quadrant attic windows  
flanking the chimney.  

Four houses on Oakdale Terrace, numbers 113, 122, 129 and 142,  
are Dutch Colonial Revival designs from the late 1920s. While these  
examples are all varied in scale and detail, they have the  
characteristic gambrel roof and full front shed dormer. These are the  
only Dutch Colonial Revival residences in the District.  

(See Continuation Sheet #15)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

Terrace Court is a small street off of Oakdale Terrace to the  
south. Number 226 is the only noncontributing residential building in  
the District. It is relatively isolated and is a late variety of  
Colonial Revival, Ca. 1955. The only other house on Terrace Court,  
number 230, fits into the bungalow context created by several  
consecutive Bungalow houses-numbers 118, 119 and 121. The most  
characteristic feature of 230 Terrace Court is the shed dormer with  
exposed rafter ends.  

Following in style with the Bungalow on Terrace Court are three  
unusual Bungalow houses on Oakdale Terrace. 118 Oakdale Terrace is  
built of a variety of materials including brick (foundation), cinder  
block (walls), wood board (trim) and shingles (gable end). The roof  
line is its most interesting feature with clipped gable ends  
(including dormer gable), eave braces and diamond-shaped asbestos roof  
shingles.  

The house at number 119 Oakdale Terrace is a sophisticated  
Bungalow with molded brick and stucco masonry on the porch, battered  
piers, exposed rafter ends, and a complex gable system with a raised  
roof section, a unique and unusual design in Suffolk. Number 121 is  
just as unusual. It has all the details of a Bungalow but spreads out  
horizontally unlike the orthodox narrow front elevation for the style.  
This building has particularly attractive twelve-pane upper sash  
windows and a double door entry. This building emphasizes the  
terminus of the straight section of Oakdale Terrace and acts as a  
transitional element into the curved and downhill section of the  
street.  

Number 125 Oakdale Terrace is one of only two Tudor Revival  
buildings in the District (the other building being 227 Pinner  
Street). There are the characteristic steeply-pitched medieval type  
roof line and projecting vestibule with an uncharacteristic round top  
casement window on the front facade. This building adds to the  
eclectic mood on this stretch of Oakdale Terrace.  

Three vernacular houses are situated along the old section of  
Grace Street (now Oakdale Terrace) that at one time extended northward  
to Institute Avenue. All three buildings have some Colonial Revival  

(See Continuation Sheet #16)  



NPS Form 10.OW.I 
DG!l 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
~~~entory-NominationForm 
SUFFOLK HISTORIC DISTRICT, C i t y  o f  s u f f o l k  vA 

Cont~nuat~orr 1 6  Item number 7 Page 16sheet 

7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

elements but do not have the massing or plan that fits the Colonial  
Revival idiom. These are attractive cottage-type residences which are  
on a shady cul-de-sac.  

Finney Avenue extends just north of Oakdale Terrace and was once  
called Institute Street because the Suffolk Female Institute was  
located on the north side of the street as early as 1869. In 1920  
Institute Street ended at the junction of Grace and Hill Streets.  
There were eight houses along the south side of the street. Sometime  
after 1930 Institute Street was renamed Finney after the Finney  
sisters who had run the Female Institute, and it was extended straight  
across to Hill Street. This extension consumed four houses in its  
path. Today there are no houses on the south side and only three on  
the north side of Finney Street.  

The two wood frame vernacular residences at numbers 116 and 118  
Finney Street were built close together shortly after the turn of the  
century. Both houses are positioned at an angle to Finney Street  
because they were built on the section of Institute Street that angled  
north to meet Hill Street.  

These two houses have a simple shotgun plan with central gable  
fronts and large cornice returns. The only noticeable difference  
between the two are the rear additions; 116 has a shed-roofed addition  
while a gable-roofed addition is seen at 118.  

After Finney Avenue was extended eastward to Hill Street, several  
houses were destroyed or moved. It is possible that number 204 Finney  
Avenue was originally situated on Pinner Street just north of 237  
Pinner Street where Finney Avenue meets Pinner. After being moved,  
the house was remodeled and enlarged. Today the building has an entry  
porch at each end with a simple entryway, details apparently added  
well after the house was built.  

The house at 301 Hill Street was also moved to its present site.  
This residence was once located on the south side of Institute Street.  
It was only moved about 20 feet but it was turned ninety degrees to  
face Hill Street. This building was built shortly after the turn of  
the century and is a larger version of 116 or 118 Finney Street. It  
is two bays wide instead of one. Before this building was moved, it  
was connected to a grocery store.  

(See Continuation Sheet $17)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

College Court was planned sometime between 1914 and 1920.  
Situated in one of the most historical areas of Main Street, its  
importance is also architectural. College Court is probably one of  
the few grass lawn Bungalow courts existing in Virginia. The planned  
Bungalow development schemes were popular on the West Coast in the  
early years of the twentieth century. These schemes eventually  
filtered across the country. But relative to the West Coast, Bungalow  
courts with pedestrian access were seldom seen on the East Coast.  
Here we find six of seven planned Bungalows of various designs  
surrounding a grassy space and anchored by a symmetrical building at  
the head of the lawn. The court's entrance was laid out after the  
center portion of the Suffolk Female Institute had been torn out.  
There is an ornamental iron gate mounted on molded brick piers at the  
entrance.  

In general, all six Bungalows are in good to excellent condition.  
All buildings retain their original detailing including eave braces,  
beveled glass door panes (in Art Nouveau patterns) and even window and  
door screens decorated with spindles and small brackets.  

Number 3 College Court is an example of the exceptional  
architectural quality of this ensemble. A low-pitched hipped roof  
with a clipped gable end alludes to oriental motifs with its  
ornamental cut-out rafter ends. The porch intensifies the oriental  
flavor with its heavy Craftsman post and beam system supported by  
battered brick piers. A paired window on the front elevation has  
decorative upper sash muntins and the front door has vertically placed  
beveled glass panels.  

RELIGIOUS  

There are eight religious buildings in Suffolk's Historic  
District. All of the buildings are locally important architectural  
works and contribute to the architectural integrity of the surrounding  
District (with the exception of 243 Pinner Street).  

Although the church at 243 Pinner Street has been used by the  
Seventh Day Adventists it was not built as a religious building and is  
discussed in the residential section of this analysis.  

(See Continuation Sheet #la)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

The oldest religious building in the ~istrict is the old  
Methodist Church at 318 North Main Street. It is presently being used  
as an apartment complex but was built in 1861 as a church. The  
building has been remodeled and denatured to some extent.  

The Methodists moved to their new church, further south on Main  
Street, in 1914 and the spire was removed from the front projecting  
tower which is now flanked by later porch additions. The building is  
constructed in brick with a stucco finish. The bell tower was also  
masonry topped with a wood frame spire. The only other substantial  
change in exterior design is the inclusion of spandrels on the side  
window bays, made when two separate floors were created from an open  
space on the interior. Though substantially remodeled, the old  
Methodist Church is a historically important building.  

Further south on Main Street four churches are situated in close  
proximity: the newer Methodist Church at 202; St. Paul's Episcopal  
Church at 209; the Suffolk Christian Church at 214; and the new First  
Baptist Church at 237.  

Of the four churches, the two oldest are St. Paul's Episcopal and  
the Suffolk Christian Church, both dating from the 1890s. The Suffolk  
Christians have occupied their lot since 1861, but their older church  
was torn down in 1891 to make way for the present structure which was  
finished in 1893. Its present design reflects elements of Romanesque  
and Italianate styles. According to one source, most of the  
alterations were made in 1951. At that time, the entry roof was  
modified, the two corner towers were built to their present height,  
and a gable roof was raised where a low hipped roof had been. This  
church is a monumental composition and has fine brick detailing,  
Tuscan style roof tiles and original terra cotta and sculptured  
stonework around the tripartite portal.  

Almost directly across the street from the Suffolk Christian  
Church stands St. Paul's Episcopal Church built in 1895. Here the  
design is Gothic Revival. Essentially, the building is a great church  
hall with an asymmetrically placed bell tower. All fenestration and  
portals are capped with cut stone pointed Gothic arches. Further  
additions have been made to the building throughout the twentieth  
century including the Tudor style wing added to the north side during  
the 1960s.  

(See Continuation Sheet #19)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

EDUCATIONAL  

The Suffolk Female Institute is representative of Suffolk's  
concern for private education during the nineteenth century. Free  
schools began to develop during the late nineteenth century, usually  
meeting informally at a residence until funds could be raised to build  
a school. Suffolk has two of its finest public school buildings  
included in the District. The old Jefferson High School, which at one  
time was only accessible from Clay Street, and the larger Suffolk High  
School.  

The Jefferson School was one of several schools built in Suffolk  
during the first quarter of the twentieth century. Four buildings  
shared nearly the same design, but the Jefferson High School was the  
most elaborate. Built in 1911, it features paired Ionic columns  
supporting a flat topped portico with full classical entablature. It  
was considerably larger than the three other schools. While it has  
become a junior high school, it retains all of its original design  
with the exception of its original decorative muntin work.  

Suffolk High School at 301 North Saratoga Street, about  
twenty-five yards away from the Jefferson High School, is also of an  
exceptionally fine design. Built in 1922, it exemplifies the popular  
American Renaissance school building design of the period. It has a  
longer facade than the Jefferson High School, but also includes Ionic  
columns at its entry. Both schools clearly define an educational zone  
and anchor the northwest corner of the District.  

GOVERNMENTAL  

While the heart of Suffolk's government had been centered at the  
intersection of Saratoga and Market Streets from the 1880s well into  
the twentieth century, this assemblage of city office and fire  
department and armory (on Clay and Market) has been demolished. The  
only government building left in the District is the exceptionally  
fine United States Post Office at the northeast corner of Bank and  
North Main Streets. The cornerstone was laid in 1913, only two years  
after the Neoclassical-style Jefferson High School was built.  

(See Continuation Sheet #21)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

The Post Office is the only monumental building on Main Street  
constructed of dressed stone. It has an American Renaissance-style  
design anchored by a handsome tetrastyle portico including fluted  
Doric columns, swags, full entablature with modillions and dentils,  
and the whole composition is crowned by an elegant balustrade. The  
windows at front and side bays have semicircular heads topped with  
rectangular labels.  

The Masonic Hall at 247 North Main Street was built in 1911 in  
front of an older meeting hall that was represented on Gray's new map  
of 1877. The older building was probably wood frame and demolished  
sometime between 1914 and 1930. The Masonic Hall is a simple  
vernacular brick building with Renaissance details such as  
semicircular-headed windows with keystones and stone lintels. The  
windows have been covered with modern tinted plexiglass sheets,  
probably for energy efficiency reasons. The cornice has been  
simplified. Originally the molded entablature featured modillions and  
a crown with capped pilaster tops.  

The Birdsong Recreation Center at 301 North Main Street is the  
only other social/cultural center in the District. It is a  
noncontributing building because of its recent construction (1957).  
It is, however, a notable building that exhibits an eclectic modern  
design based on International style characteristics. While most of  
the building is brick with horizontal window banding, the entry is  
more decorative. It features stone panels, plate glass windows, and  
large aluminum letters. The building is unobtrusive and partially  
hidden by large shade trees.  

TRANSPORTATION  

By 1915 Suffolk had become one of the most important agricultural  
processing centers in Virginia, due to the expanding lumber and peanut  
industries after the turn of the century. Suffolk also became an  
important railroad center. In 1913, there were three stations with 32  
passenger trains and 70 freight trains passing through Suffolk daily.  
Of the three stations only two exist today; the Seaboard Systems and  
Union Stations. The Atlantic Coast Line Railway Station was  
demolished to make way for a Main Street overpass in recent years.  
Union Station, built Ca. 1908, is not in the District because it is  
situated too far south beyond several empty lots.  

(See Continuation Sheet #22)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 

The Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, as it was called when the  
existing station was built, is Suffolkls oldest. The station at 326  
North Main Street was built in 1885 and is a fine example of the Queen  
Anne style. Except for the present color scheme (white and black),  
the station has changed very little from the nineteenth century. The  
faceted tower with fishscale asbestos roof shingles has had its  
windows boarded up and several window bays have been bricked up as  
well. The building has a complex plan with cross gables and a  
recessed porch. There are still fine details such as turned wooden  
porch supports and a unique wrought iron llSB1l (Seaboard) weathervane.  
This building is a tangible reminder of Suffolkls importance as a  
major shipping point for produce and goods from southern Virginia and  
northeastern North Carolina.  

COMMERCIAL  

The Jones Building and the Suffolk Towers are the only two  
contributing commercial buildings in the Historic District. Both  
buildings have been described earlier in the text in relation to their  
residential use. Both buildings were intended to be of mixed use.  
The Jones Building included walk-in shops at street level and a movie  
theatre which has been removed for parking lot space. The Suffolk  
Towers building has seven floors of apartment space and a street level  
commercial "skirt".  

NONCONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS  

Of the 168 principal buildings in the District there are only ten 
noncontributing; two residential buildings (c. 1960s)--located at 208 
Pinner Street and 226 Terrace Court; one church--the First Baptist 
Church at 237 North Main Street (C. 1957); one social/cultural 
building--the Birdsong Recreation Center (c.1958); the freight depot 
at 324 North Main Street; and five commercial buildings--the Suffolk 
Insurance Corporation at 202 Market Street, the office building at 110 
Bank Street, the Central Fidelity Bank at 201 North Main Street, the 
Bell Telephone Building at 206 North Main Street, and the Southland 
Life building at 230 North Main Street. All of these buildings are 
less than fifty years old except for the freight depot which is 
completely clad in aluminum siding and remodeled with a fake mansard 
roof. Although considered noncontributing buildings in the district, 
the First Baptist Church, Bell Telephone Building and Birdsong
Recreation Center are all e l 1 designed buildings that enhance 
the North Main Street streetscape. 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory of Buildings 

BANK STREET  

NOTE: Asterisks are for noncontributing buildings; asterisks in 
parentheses are for noncontributing oucLuil (Jlr lc ls  which may be 
associated with a contributing building. 

100 Block  

*  110: Commercial (office), Modern, c. 1940. Brick (stretcher 
bond); 1 story; 3 bays; roof not visible; no porch; 
noncontributing. 

132: (Congregation Agudath Achin) Religious, Vernacular, c. 
1916. Wood frame (aluminum siding) ; 1 and 2 stories; 4 bays 
(asymmetrical); complex gable roof (standing seam metal and 
asphalt shingles); a combination of 3 woodframe structures; 
2 sanctuaries and a connecting residential structure; a 
conglomeration. 

133: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1875. Brick (7 course 
American bond) ; 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); cross 
gable roof (asphalt shingle); Italianate porch with 
chamfered wooden supports; detailed Italianate bracketing in 
cornice. 

137: Detached House, Second Empire, c. 1880. Stucco; 3 
stories; 6 bays (asymmetrical); concave mansard roof 
(asphalt shingles); Second Empire porch, stucco; 2 
outbuildings, brick shed and brick garage; one of four 
Second Empire houses on Bank Street. Includes: one garage 
and one shed. 

200 Block  

204: Detached House, Classical Revival, 1909. Brick 
(Flemish bond) ; 2 stories; 3 bays; central front gable roof 
(slate); 2 story Greek Revival portico with 6 classical 
columns; handsome example of only Greek Revival house in the 
District. Includes: one garage and one shed. 

(See Continuation Sheet #24)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

BANK STREET (continued)  

200 Block  

210: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1880. Brick (stretcher 
bond); stucco on primary facade; 2 stories; 3 bays 
(asymmetrical); hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; Colonial 
Revival porch, one bay with 2 Tuscan columns; central hipped 
dormer; porch on east side. 

212: Detached House, Italianate, c. 1880. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical; hipped  
standing seam metal roof; Italianate porch with turned  
balusters, chamfered supports and ornate bracketing; cornice  
brackets and hoods over the three front windows; one-story  
addition to rear. Includes: one shed.  

216: (Holland House) Residential (apartment units), Second  
Empire, 1885. Brick construction covered with stucco; 3  
stories; 3 bays (Asymmetrical); concave mansard roof  
(patterned slate); Vernacular porch with handsome 
bracketing, supports, and turned balusters; period iron 
fence with arrow motif; the residence is listed individually 
on the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia 
Landmarks Register; a profound example of Second Empire 
style. 

218-220: Detached House (duplex), Stick Style, c. 1880.  
Wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; 5 bays; cross gable  
roof (asphalt shingles); Stick style porch with chamfered  
supports and wood arches; central front gable has a  
decorative king's post truss and wooden siding applied in  
various directions; decorative rafter ends; only Stick style  
house in the District.  

219: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1890. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); cross 
gable roof (asphalt shingles); Queen Anne style porch with 
turned supports; fishscale shingles in the gable ends; 
Palladian motif windows in principle gable ends; decorative 
rafter ends and eave braces. Includes: one garage. 

(See Continuation Sheet #25)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

BANK STREET (continued)  

200 Block  

221: Residential (apartments, Shingle style, c. 1890. 
Wood frame (wood shingles); 2 stories; 6 bays 
(asymmetrical); dual pitched, hipped roof with gable 
(asphalt shingles); large Shingle style porch has simple 
pilasters; decorative rafter ends. Includes: one garage.  

222-224: Detached House (duplex), Vernacular, c. 1890. 
Wood frame (asbestos shingles); 2 stories; 4 bays 
(asymmetrical); hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; 
Italianate brackets in cornice; hood porch; 2 over 2 
windows; peculiar asymmetrical fenestration.  

223: Detached House, Second Empire, c. 1880. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 3 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); concave 
mansard roof (slate); Vernacular porch with turned balusters 
and Tuscan columns; detailed cornice brackets; period iron 
fence; one of the 4 Second Empire houses on Bank Street (the 
only wood frame) . 

300 Block  

301: Residential (the Virginia Apartments), American  
Renaissance, c. 1930. Brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; 14  
bays; roof is not visible; 4, 3 story porches with 2 story  
tall Tuscan columns, turned balusters on first level, full  
classical entablature with modillions in cornice; classical  
cornice with modillions; the only example of this type  
complex in the District.  

302: Detached House, Second Empire, c. 1890. Brick  
(stucco); 2 stories; 6 bays (asymmetrical); straight mansard  
roof (asphalt shingles); Vernacular porch with Ionic  
columns, modillions and dentils in classical entablature;  
segmental arched windows, cornice dentils, belt course and  
fine detailing; period iron fence with arrow motif; one of  
4 Second Empire houses on Bank Street.  

(See Continuation Sheet #26)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

BANK STREET (continued)  

300 Block  

( * )   309-3094: Detached House (duplex), Vernacular, c. 1880. 
Wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); 
cross gable roof (standing seam metal); Vernacular porch 
with classical entablature and stylized Ionic columns; 
simple wood frame Vernacular. Includes: one 
noncontributing shed. 

310: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1890. Wood frame  
(asbestos shingles); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); gable  
roof (standing seam metal); mirror in plan to 312 Bank  
Street; brackets in cornice; pent roofs at gable ends;  
Palladian window in front gable.  

311: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1880. Wood frame  
(aluminum siding); 2 stories; 5 bays (asymmetrical); cross  
gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 story, Vernacular porch  
with exposed rafter ends. Includes: two sheds.  

312: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1890. Wood frame 
(asbestos siding) ; 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical) ; cross 
gable roof (asphalt shingles); Vernacular porch with half 
pyramidal roof and square wooden columns; mirror plan to 310 
Bank Street; brackets in cornice; pent roofs in gables; 
Palladian window in front gable. 

318: Detached House, Colonial Revival, c. 1900. Wood frame  
(aluminum siding); 2 stories: 3 bays (asymmetrical); gable  
roof (standing seam metal); Colonial Revival porch;  
rectangular transom and sidelights around front door; one of  
the older examples of Colonial Revival houses in the  
District.  

(See Continuation Sheet #27)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

CLAY STREET (continued)  

200 Block  

212: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1910. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 4 bays (asymmetrical); hipped 
roof (asbestos shingles) ; 2 front and 2 side dormers; Queen 
Anne porch with Ionic columns, turned balusters and 
classical entablature and pediment; 10-pane casement windows 
in hipped dormers; diamond muntins in upper sash of first 
floor window; handsome Queen Anne. Includes: one shed. 

213: Detached House, Colonial Revival, c. 1920. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays; gable roof (asphalt  
shingles); Vernacular porch with simple square supports and  
newel posts; 6 over 6 windows; shutters; corbeled chimney.  
Includes: one shed.  

214: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1920. Wood frame 
(aluminum siding) ; 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical) ; hipped 
roof (standing seam metal) ; hipped central dormer; 
projecting bays on north and south sides; window 
fenestration on the front facade has been altered. 

215-215!: Detached House (duplex), Queen Anne, c. 1905. 
Wood frame (aluminum siding); 2 stories; 4 bays 
(asymmetrical); truncated hipped roof (standing seam metal);  
Vernacular porch with classical pediment, though most  
details have been covered by aluminum siding; porch  
supports are steel replacements; front and side bays have  
overhead dormers. Includes: one shed.  

216: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1910. Wood frame 
(aluminum siding) ; 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical) ; hipped 
roof (standing seam metal) with lower cross gables; Queen 
Anne porch with Tuscan columns and simple square balusters; 
arched window in front gable and on first floor (north 
side); brick garage in rear. Includes: one garage. 

217: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1905. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); hipped 
roof with lower cross gable (pressed tin) ; Vernacular porch 
has Tuscan columns and classical entablature with dentils; 
rectangular transom over front door; cornice has dentils; 
arched windows in first story window and gable end. 
Includes: one garage. 

(See Continuation Sheet #29)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

CLAY STREET (continued)  

200 Block  

219: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1905. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); hipped 
roof (pressed tin); one front gable; Vernacular porch with 
Ionic columns and classical entablature with dentils; 2 
rectangular transoms over 2 porch doors; bay under 
cantilevered dormer at front: fishscale shingles in dormer; 
Palladian motif window on south gable end. Includes: one 
garage. 

222: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1910. Wood frame 
(Weatherboard); 2 stories; 2 bays (asymmetrical); hipped 
roof with lower cross gable (asbestos shingle) ; Queen Anne 
porch with Ionic columns and classical entablature with 
dentils; second story front bay with Palladian motif window 
and fishscale shingles; virtually unaltered Queen Anne with 
huge 10-bay porch. 

223: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1910. Wood frame  
(aluminum siding); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); cross  
gable roof (standing seam metal); Vernacular porch has  
classical central projecting pediment and Tuscan columns;  
diamond-shaped muntins in first story window; simple,  
Vernacular Queen Anne.  

224: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1910. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); cross  
gable roof (pressed tin); 6 bay Queen Anne porch with Ionic  
columns and classical entablature with dentils; Palladian  
motif window and dentils in front gable; pent roofs in  
gables; 2 over 2 windows.  

225: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1900. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 4 bays (asymmetrical); hipped 
roof with lower cross gable (asphalt shingles) ; Vernacular 
porch with Tuscan columns, classical entablature and a 
rectangular front door transom; pointed arch window in front 
gable; pent roofs in gables. Includes: one shed. 

(See Continuation Sheet #30)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

CLAY STREET (continued)  

200 Block  

226: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1925. Brick (6 course  
American bond); 1; stories; 3 bays; central front gable roof  
(asphalt shingles); Vernacular porch with Tuscan columns on  
brick piers and engaged pilasters; 6 over 6 and 6 over 2  
windows; similar to 228 Clay Street. Includes: one garage  
shared with 228 Clay Street.  

227: Detached House, Queen Anne, c. 1900. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); hipped 
roof with lower cross gable ( asphalt shingles) ; Vernacular 
porch with square, classical style supports; fishscale 
shingles in front gable. Includes: one shed. 

228: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1925. Brick (7 course  
American bond); 1; stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); Verncular  
porch with square, classical supports and engaged pilasters;  
one story wood frame garage shared with 226 Clay Street.  
Similar to 226 Clay Street. Includes: one garage shared  
with 226 Clay Street.  

230: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1925. Wood frame 
(aluminum siding) ; 2 stories; 3 bays; gable roof (standing 
seam metal); Vernacular porch with Tuscan columns supporting 
a classical pediment; 6 over 6 windows. Includes: 
one-story wood frame garage. 

239: School, American Renaissance, c. 1911. Brick  
(Flemish); 2 stories; 5 bays; roof not visible; 
Neo-Classical 3-story porch with Ionic capitals and 
modillions in classical entablature; tripartite square 
pattern windows on front facade; high water table; full 
cornice entablature and fire escape; three outbuildings, a 
cafeteria, and two small classroom structures. 

(See Continuation Sheet #31)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

COLLEGE COURT  

00-99 Block  

1: Detached House, Bungalow, c. 1915. Wood frame 
(weaterhboard); 1 story; 3 bays: hipped roof (asphalt 
shingles): 2 Bungalow porches (one on each side) have 
exposed rafter ends; Triangular knee braces and exposed 
rafter ends on main structure; 3, 12 by 12 casement 
windows on front; this house commands the axis of the grass, 
pedestrian Bungalow court. 

2: Detached House, Bungalow, c. 1915. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 1 story; 3 bays (asymmetrical) : gable roof 
(asphalt shingles); Bungalow-style porch has brick piers 
below squared columns with Craftsman decoration; triangular  
braces and wood shingles in gables of porch and main house;  
diamond-shaped vents in gable peaks.  

3: Detached House, Bungalow, c. 1915. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 1 story; 4 bays (asymmetrical) ; clipped end 
gable roof (asphalt shingles); Bungalow-style porch with 
exposed rafters and beams with cut ends, squared wood 
supports on brick piers; top sash divided into 7 lights; 3 
beveled glass strips in front door. 

4: Detached House, ~uigalow, c. 1915. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 1 story; 4 bays (asymmetrical) ; gable roof 
(asphalt shingles); Bungalow-style porch with decorated, 
square supports, exposed roof beams and rafters: a lovely 
Craftsman home with fine detailing including exposed rafter 
ends and wood shingles in the gable ends. 

5: Detached House, Bungalow, c. 1915. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 1 story; 3 bays (asymmetrical) ; gable roof 
(asphalt shingles); Bungalow-style porch with fine Craftsman 
details including cut rafter ends, exposed beams, triangular  
braces and vertical battens in gable (similar detailing on  
main structure).  

(See Continuation Sheet #32)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

COLLEGE COURT  

7: Detached House, Bungalow, c. 1915. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 1 story; 2 bays (asymmetrical) ; gable roof 
(asphalt shingles); one over one windows; eave braces; cut 
rafter ends.  

w: One garage is associated with these buildings. It is 
accessed from Finney Avenue. 

FINNEY AVENUE  

100 Block  

116: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1900. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 2 bays; gable roof (standing seam  
metal); Vernacular porch with simple hipped roof; cornice  
returns; central chimney; 4 over 2 windows; almost identical  
to 118 Finney Avenue; angle of both house plans made to face  
old Institute Street.  

118: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1900. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 2 bays; gable roof (standing seam  
metal; Vernacular porch with simple hipped roof; cornice  
returns; central chimney; 6 over 6 windows.  

200 Block  

\I?"2.L 
_* q ~ ?204: Detached House, Colonial Revival, c. 1910. Wood frame 

(weatherboard); 2 stories; 4 bays (asymmetrical); gable roof  
(standing seam metal); Colonial Revival porch with Ionic  
columns, turned balusters, and full classical entablature  
with dentils; dentils in cornice and cornice returns;  
elliptical window on first story; Palladian window in gable;  
6 over 6 windows. Includes: one garage.  

(See Continuation Sheet # 3 3 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

FRANKLIN STREET (continued)  

100 Block  

120: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1880. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 2 stories: 3 bays (asymmetrical); cross 
gable roof (standing seam metal); Vernacular porch with 
fluted, square classical columns set on brick piers with 
stone caps; Italianate cornice brackets; Palladian motif 
window in front gable end. 

122-124: Residential (duplex), Queen Anne, c. 1880. Brick  
(stucco); 2 stories; 3 bays (asymmetrical); pyramidal hipped  
roof (standing seam metal) with lower cross gable;  
Vernacular porch with Tuscan columns; Italianate bracketing;  
fishscale shingles and Palladian motif window in gable end.  

128: (Trinity Christian Church) Religious, Classical 
Revival, c. 1920. Brick (stretcher bond) ; 1 and 2 stories; 
3 front and 5 side bays; gable roof (standing seam metal) 
with a central front gable; Neo-classical portico has tall 
stone Tuscan columns, full entablature and pediment with 
dentils; Handsome church with pilasters and semicircular 
arched windows on the side elevations; large Neo-classical 2 
story addition to rear. 

GRACE STREET  

200 Block  

201: (Grace Apartments) Residential, Vernacular, c. 1880. 
Wood frame (aluminum siding); 3 stories; 9 bays 
(asymmetrical); dual-pitched hipped roof (asphalt shingles);  
Vernacular 2-story porch with fluted rectangular columns;  
bellcast gables; iron cresting on roof; semicircular windows  
and ceilings in dormers: somewhat altered to accommodate  
apartments.  

(See Continuation Sheet #35)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

GRACE STREET (Continued)  

200 Block  

203: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1880. Wood frame  
(weatherboard); 2 stories; 2 bays (asymmetrical); complex 
gable roof (asphalt shingles); Vernacular porch with 
enclosed second story, round columns and simple brackets; 
chamfered bay with overhang dormer; corbeled chimney; 
sawtooth shingles in gable. 

205: Residential (apartments), The Sally Ann Apartments,  
Vernacular, c. 1910. Wood frame (stucco); 3 stories; 5 bays  
(asymmetrical); pyramidal hipped roof (standing seam metal);  
Vernacular porch with 2-story square stucco piers;  
pedimented gabled dormers. Includes: one garage.  

207: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1900. Wood frame  
(aluminum siding); 2 stories; 5 bays; cross gable roof  
(asphalt shingles); Vernacular porch with Ionic columns and  
turned balusters; hood over porch door. Includes: one  
garage.  

208: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1895. Wood frame  
(aluminum siding); 2 stories; 2 bays (asymmetrical); cross  
gable roof (asphalt shingles); engaged columns; cornice  
returns: 6 over 6 windows.  

209: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1895. Wood frame  
(aluminum siding); 2 stories; 2 bays (asymmetrical); cross 
gable roof (asphalt shingles) ; Vernacular porch with Ionic 
columns; cornice returns. Includes: one shed. 

211: Detached House, Vernacular, c. 1890. Wood frame 
(aluminum siding) ; 2 stories; 2 bays (asymmetrical) ; hipped 
roof (asphalt shingles); Vernacular porch with pedimented 
roof; 6 over 6 windows. 

(See Continuation Sheet #36)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

SUMMARY OF >liILDIIIBS 

Grace Street North Main Street Oakdale Terrace  

200 Block 100 Block 100 Block  

200 Block  

, % a  i f - . 3 - i z j  

> b q  201 (NC)  
I?'? 202  
";\206 (NC)  
. : :k  209  
- , $  214  
4 220  

. . 
Hill Street , , lo 247  

i r i i  - 2 251 ( 17. '+ ' ' ' 1 )   

300 Block  
300 Block  

\",4 301  
- 1-45301 (NC)  

Market Street I - 302-304  

300 Block 1 5 0  324 (NC)  

-i.ic310  
200 Block -14b 312  

~ 4 1318  
-\<L202 (NC) 1.16 321  

14'1 323  

1 - 1  '= 326(133.lj)  
,55 300  
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(See Continuation Sheet #57)  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory: 

SUMMARY OF tiCILUIilES-

Pearl Street Pinner Street (Cont.)  TOTAL - 168  

200 Block  1" 227  
buildings  

~ t '  228  
' 230  
- c ~ '231  

Saratosa Street  

Pinner Street  200 Block  

100 Block  

111  
t i  113  

I$): 115  
, a .  118  
,$:r 119  
:: 121  

.1 125  
I ( i r  128  

_ i n  122- 12.4 300 Block  
200 Block 1 7 .  1 301  
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z21 230  

(See Continuation Sheet #58)  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Boundary Justification 

thence 110' W to a point (51);  
thence 65' S to a point (52);  
thence 165' E across Franklin Street to a point (53) on the E side  

of Franklin Street;  
thence along the E side of Franklin Street 86' N to a point (54);  
thence 150' E to a point (55);  
thence 31' N to a point (56);  
thence 35' E to a point (57);  
thence 21' S to a point (58);  
thence 17' E to a point (59);  
thence 33' S to a point (60);  
thence 24' E to a point (61);  
thence 39' S to a point (62);  
thence 75' E to a point (63) on the W side of Pinner Street;  
thence along the W side of Pinner Street 115' N to a point (64);  
thence 221' E across Pinner Street to a point (65);  
thence 101' N to a point (66);  
thence 47' E to a point (67);  
thence 193' N across Bank Street to a point (68) on the N side of  

Bank Street;  
thence along the N side of Bank Street 127' E to the point of  

origin.  

2 .  LOCATION (continued) 

inc luding  t h e  200-300 blocks of North Main S t r e e t ,  t h e  100-300 blocks of 
Bank S t r e e t ,  t h e  100-200 blocks of Pinner S t r e e t ,  the  100 block of Franklin 
S t r e e t ,  t h e  200 blocks of Clay and North Saratoga S t r e e t s ,  College Court ,  
Oakdale Terrace ,  Pearl S t r e e t  and Grace S t r e e t .  




