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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Whaleyville is located approximately twelve miles south of downtown Suffolk on U. S,
Route 13 at its intersection with State Route 616. A total of 127 buildings are within the
historic district of Whaleyville including 103 contributing and twenty-four noncontributing
buildings. Whaleyville at one time was large enough to incorporate as a town at the turn of
the century. Its growth centered around the timber industry in the late nineteenth century
which is reflected in the simple vernacular architecture still existing in the community today.
Most structures have similar setbacks and spacing which, with mature trees and landscaping,
create a cohesive appearance in the village. There is a variety of architectural styles and
plan types including typical national styles that were popular at the turn of the century as
well as numerous, small-scale, frame, vernacular structures from the African-American
community.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

A variety of vernacular houses were built in Whaleyville between 1880 and 1920. These
dwellings are wood frame and generally two stories with two or three bays and a gable roof.
Six-over-six double-sash windows were common but two-over-two and four-over-four
double-sash windows were also used. All of these houses have front porches and brick
chimneys, and several have entry sidelights and transoms. A two-story, two-bay, wood
frame example can be found at 6401 Whaleyville Boulevard (133-306). It features a
wraparound porch with Doric columns set on a shingled parapet, a side passage, entry
sidelights and transom, and a rear corbeled chimney cap. The house at 6415 Whaleyville
Boulevard (133-300) is another example of a vernacular dwelling. This wood-frame, two-
story, two-bay, front-gabled dwelling has an attic-story diamond-shaped window, a molded
cornice with returns, and a wraparound porch with chamfered posts.

Vernacular I-houses were also popular in Whaleyville in this era. These dwellings are of
wood-frame construction, although several of them have been covered with artificial siding.
While most of the I-houses are two stories with three bays, there are a few larger five-bay
dwellings. Gable roofs are covered with standing-seam metal. Corbeled end chimneys,
entries with a transom and sidelights, and front porches are common elements. The [-house
at 6416 Whaleyville Boulevard (133-264), which was built around 1900, exemplifies a
decorated version of this type. This frame dwelling has two stories, five bays, a gable roof,
and a Classical Revival porch with Roman Doric Columns.

The vernacular residences on Whaleyville Boulevard that were built in the early part of the
twentieth century are wood frame weatherboarded structures and range in height from 1 1/2
to two stories. These buildings have front porches and gable roofs, and their decorative
features include boxed cornices with returns, muiti-light transoms, sidelights, corbeled
chimneys, and diamond-shaped windows. A more unusual vernacular house was built at
6419 Whaleyville Boulevard (133-298) between 1920 and 1940. This wood frame house is 1
1/2 stories with three bays, a front gable, and a vernacular porch. The porch has Roman
Doric columns and a simple balustrade, while the front gable has double windows and a
boxed cornice with returns.

Most of the vernacular houses on the side streets in the community are more modest than
those on the main road. The side roads in the Whaleyville district include Whaley Street,
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Mill Lane, Mineral Spring Road, and Robertson and Sumner streets, Many of the houses on
these lanes are early-twentieth-century, one-story, frame, vernacular cottages with gable
roofs, brick flutes, one-over-one windows, and front porches. Weatherboard siding and
standing-seam metal roofs are commonly used on these buildings. The typical one-story,
three-bay, frame cottage with weatherboard siding at 112 Robertson Street (133-611) has a
simple hipped roof, a front porch, a corbeied central flue, and a rear eil. A more ornate
cottage was constructed at 4831 Mineral Spring Road (133-321). It has 1 1/2 stories, three
bays, a gable roof, two interior corbeled flues, and a central front gable. The vernacular
porch with turned posts, the central front gable with a diamond-shaped window, and the
molded cornice with returns are among the simple decorative features of this house. There
are several two-story dwellings scattered among the smaller houses. These structures
generally seem to date to a slightly earlier period, but they have many of the same features.

As the population in Whaleyville grew during the railroad era, a greater need for religious
structures developed. Three churches were built in the community between 1870 and 1920
and still remain in use. They are St. Stephens Holiness Church (133-296) at 6435
Whaleyville Boulevard, and the Mineral Spring Baptist Church (133-279) on Mineral Spring
Road. All three churches are wood frame, vernacular, Gothic Revival buildings with front
square towers, pointed-arched windows, and gable roofs.

The social needs of the residents were partially fulfilled during this time by the Odd Fellow
and Masonic lodges. The Odd Fellows Lodge (133-280) on Mineral Spring Road was built
around the turn of the century. This two-story structure has a front gable roof, six-over-six
windows, and a large rear addition that doubled the size of the structure. The McAlister
Masonic Lodge (133-650) at 6425 Whaleyville Boulevard was built between 1900 and 1920.
This structure is similar to the Odd Fellows Lodge but was constructed of brick. It has a
front gable, two stories, a stepped-parapet false front, and two front entrances.

Local businesses were established in the town to support the growing population. These
included a grocery store, a bank, and a general merchandise store from the early twentieth
century. These structures were built close to the sidewalks with dirt lots behind the buildings
for parking. The Bank of Whaleyville at 6431 Whaleyville Boulevard (133-294) is a one-
story, vernacular, brick structure that was built between 1900 and 1910. For a while court
was held in this building on a weekly basis. The structure is decorated with an elaborately
corbeled cornice, segmentally-arched openings, and a central tablet. On the adjacent corner
is a similar two-story, masonry, commercial structure known as the Whaleyville Store (133-
80). It has a parapet roof, arched windows, a recessed entrance, and large display windows.
The interiors of both structures have been remodeled over the years.

Residential growth continued in Whaleyville during the early twentieth century and is
indicated by a number of American Foursquare and Bungalow-styled residences. The
American Foursquare dwellings have hipped roofs, wood-framed front porches and corbeled
flues or chimneys. An example of this style was built at 6418 Whaleyville Boulevard (133- -
263). A typical bungalow was constructed at 4848 Mineral Spring Road (133-319). Itisa l
1/2-story, three-bay structure with a corbeled chimney, a gabled dormer, simple brackets,
and a Bungalow-style porch. The features found on some other examples of bungalows
include entry transoms and sidelights, corbeled flues and exposed rafters. -
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Several noncontributing structures have been built among the earlier buildings of
Whaleyville. The recent commercial buildings are all one-story structures and usually have
flat roofs. The construction material varies with use but brick and concrete block are
common.

There are also various types of noncontributing residential buildings in Whaleyville. Most
are simple, one-story, rectangular structures with gable roofs. Many of these have double or
bay windows, and simple front stoops. '

WHALEYVILLE PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS LIST
(* Indicates noncontributing properties)

Mineral Spring Road

4810 Mineral Spring Rd.
133-615: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; | story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
vernacular porch; interior flue; rear addition; vernacular cottage.

4811 Mineral Spring Rd. :
133-616: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof;, Bungalow porch; vernacular.

4812 Mineral Spring Rd.
133-450: Residential; ca. 1890-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; .
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; interior end chimneys; east screened porch; vernacular,

4813 Mineral Spring Rd.
133-522: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal front gable roof; vernacular porch; central flue; vernacular,

4815 Mineral Spring Rd. |
133-617: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, gable roof with a central front gable; Bungalow porch; rear addition; Bungalow cottage.

4816 Mineral Spring Rd. .
133-523: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal hipped roof; vernacular porch: rear porch; rear addition; vernacular.

4824 Mineral Spring Rd. .
133-618: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with asbestos siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal gable roof: vernacular porch; interior end chimney; rear addition; vernacular.

4825 Mineral Spring Rd.
*Residential; ca. 1970; 1-story brick dwelling; noncontributing.

4826 Mineral Spring Rd. u _
133-596: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with asbestos shingles; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; 2 interior end chimneys; exposed rafters; I-house.

4827 Mineral Spring Rd. .
133-619: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with artificial siding;  story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; 2 end flues; small attic windows; rear addition; vernacular cottage.

4832 Mineral Spring Rd.
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133-320: Residential; ca. 1890-1920; wood frame with asbestos shingles; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical
facade; metal gable roof; vernacular porch; central chimney; boxed cornice; vernacular I-house.

4835 Mineral Spring Rd.

133-652: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical
facade; metal gable roof; vernacular porch; diamond-shape eave window; 2 interior flues; molded cornice;
vernacular cottage.

-doubtle frame garage.

Mineral Spring Rd., Mineral Spring Odd Fellows Lodge
133-280: Lodge; ca. 1880-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; front
_ gable with standing-seam metal roof, center chimney; large front addition.

Mineral Spring Baptist Church Mineral Spring Rd.
133-279: Church; ca. 1870-1915; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 5-bay, asymmetrical facade; metal
gable roof with cross gable; 3-story tower; lancet windows; stained glass; vernacular Gothic Revival.

4840 Mineral Spring Rd.
*Residential; ca. 1950; l-story; frame dwelling; noncontributing.

4848 Mineral Spring Rd.
133-319: Residential; ca. 1920-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; Bungalow porch; corbeled chimney; bracketed eaves; Bungalow.

v

Robertson Street

108 Robertson Street
133-608: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
vernacular Bungalow porch; 2 interior flues; rear ell with a small rear addition; vernacular cottage.

-frame parage.

109 Robertson Street )
133-628: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

vernacular porch; rear ell; vernacular cottage.

110 Robertson Street )
133-609: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; central chimney; rear ell; vernacular cottage.

111 Robertson Street ]
133-610: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with German siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; central chimney; rear ell; vernacular cottage.

112 Robertson Street '
133-611: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; central flue; vernacular cottage.

114 Robertson Street )
133-612: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; front stoop; 2 flues; rear ell with screened porch and large rear addition; vernacular cottage.

115 Robertson Street .
133-613: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; central flue; 2 rear additions; vernacular cottage.

116 Robertson Street
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133-614: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, hipped roof; Bungaiow porch; 2 interior flues; rear addition; Bungalow cottage.

Sumner Street

108 Sumner Street _
133-620: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 story; 3-bay, symmetricai facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; rear ell; 2 interior flues; I-house.

111 Sumner Street

133-621: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetricai facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; interior flue; rear ell; vernacular cottage.

-*noncontributing metal garage.

112 Sumner Street
133-622: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, gable roof; vernacular porch; central flue; vemacular cottage.

113 Sumner Street
133-623: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; rear ell with porch; vernacular cottage.

114 Sumner Street
133-624: Residential; ca, 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; interior flue; vernacular cottage.

115 Sumner Street

133-625; Restdential; ca. 1900- -1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; interior chimney; rear ell; vernacular cottage.

-frame garage.

119 Sumner Street '
133-626: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; Wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; central chimmey; vernacular cottage.

Whaley Street

117 Whaley Street
133-591: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 storles 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal hipped roof; vernacular porch; overhanging roof; interior chimney; boxed cornice; vernacular Foursquare.

120 Whaley Street
- 133-592: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetncal facade;

vernacular porch; interior corbeled chimney; sidelights; vernacular.
-*noncontributing frame garage.

121 Whaley Street
*Residential; ca. 1950; 1-story, brick dwellmg, nonconmbutmg

122 Whaley Street ‘
133-593; Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with asbestos siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal front gable roof vernacular porch; interior chimney; sidelights; rear addition; vernacular. .

123 Whaley Street
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133-594: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade:
vernacular porch; rear section; central chimney; decorative metal trim at top of roof; American Foursquare.
-garage with vertical siding. :

126 Whaley Street
*Residential; ca. 1960-1980; 1-story, brick dwelling; noncontributing.

127 Whaley Street
*Residential; ca. 1950-1970; 1-story dwelling with artificial siding; noncontributing.

128 Whaley Street
133-595: Residential; ca, 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

composition shingle front gable roof; Bungalow porch; interior brick flue; Bungalow coitage.
-*noncontributing gambrel-roofed garage.

129 Whaley Street

133-281: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; Colonial Revival wraparound porch; 3-part side window; front gable with diamond-shaped
window; transom, vernacular.

130 Whaley Street
133-597: Residential; ca. 1930-1950; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 5-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; central chimney; vernacular.
-attached garage.

131 Whaley Street
133-598: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

vernacular porch; Bungalow cottage.
-*noncontributing frame garage.

132 Whaley Street ‘
133-599: Residential; ca. 1930-1950; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 5 bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; front stoop; central flue; vernacular.
-attached garage.

133 Whaley Street
*Residential; ca. 1960-1980; I-story, brick dwelling; noncontributing.

134 Whaley Street .
133-600: Residential; ca, 1930-1950; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, gable roof; vernacular porch: interior flue; double front windows; vernacular cottage.

135 Whaley Strect o
*Residential; ca. 1950-1970; l-story, frame dwelling with artificial siding; noncontributing.

136 Whaley Street . i
133-601: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 5-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; front stoop; exposed rafters; end brackets; central brick flue; vernacular cottage.

137 Whaley Street .
133-602: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

composition shingle, pyramidal roof; vernacular porch; rear addition; vernacular,
-*noncontributing metal garage.

200 Whaley Street .
133-603; Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 5-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; exposed rafters; eave brackets; interior flue; vernacular cottage,
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-frame garage.

201 Whaley Street
133-604: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; interior chimney; boxed cornice with returns; rear addition; vernacular.

Whaleyville Boulevard

6300 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-278: Residential; ca. 1910-1925; wood frame with bricktex; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; metal
gable roof; Bungalow porch; 2 corbeled interior chimneys; double front windows; rear ell; vernacular I-house.
-*noncontributing metal garage.

6302 Whaleyville Blvd, :

133-277: Residential; ca. 1880-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; decorated vernacular porch; interior end chimney; rear ell; sidelights; vernacular.

-2 frame garages.

6303 Whaleyviiie Blvd.
133-318: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; decorated porch; 2 interior end chimneys; transom and sidelights; vernacular I-house.

6304 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-276: Residential; ca. 1880-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; decorated vernacular porch; exterior end chimney; rear ell; sidelights; vernacular cottage.
-*noncontributing metal equipment building.

6305 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-317: Residential; ca. 1890-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; side porch; front gable; hipped roof over entry; vernacular.

6306 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-275: Residential; ca. 1880-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; interior end chimney; rear ell; vernacular.
-garage. :

6307 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-316: Residential, ca. 1890-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; rear ell; 1 exterior end chimney; 1 interior chimney; sidelights; vernacular
I-house.

-*noncontributing 2-car garage.

6308 Whaieyville Blvd. ‘
133-274: Residential; ca. 1900-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal pyramidal root; vernacular porch; 2 interior chimneys; vernacular cottage.

6309 Whaleyville Blvd. . ]
133-315: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical
facade; composition shingle, gable roof; Bungalow porch; front dormer with brackets; central flue; Bungalow.

6310 Whaleyville Blvd. ‘ .
133-273: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; decorated vernacular porch; interior end chimneys; rear ell: cornice with returns; vernacular
I-house. .
-*noncontributing garage.
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6311 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-314: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with artificial suimg, 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical -facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; entry transom and sidelights; interior flue; vemacular

-combination garage and shed.

6313 Whaieyville Bivd.

133-313: Residential; ca. 1930-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 4-bay, asymmetrical
facade; composition shingle, gable roof; vernacular porch; corbeled flue; front dormer with large brackets;
vernacular Bungalow.

6314 Whaleyvilie Blvd.

133-271: Residential; ca. 1880-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal p)l(ramxdal roof; decorated vernacular porch; 2 interior corbeled chimneys; entry transom and sidelights;
vernacular.

6315 Whaleyville Blvd.
*Commercial; ca. 1950; l-story, frame building; noncontributing,

6319 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-312: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;

metal pyramidal roof; wraparound porch; 2 flues; American Foursquare,

6320 Whaleywlle Bivd.
133-270: Residential; ca. 1880- 1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; sidelights; exterior end chimney; vernacular.

6321 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-311: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical
facade; composition shingle, gable roof; Bungalow porch; corbeled flue; carport with brick columns supporting

wood posts; Bungalow.

Whaleyville Blvd., Whaleyville United Methodist Church

133-272: Church; ca. 1884; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 1/2 stories; 5-bay, asymmetrical facade; gable
roof with standing-seam metal lancet-arched stained glass windows; rose window; belfry; vernacular Gothic
Reival; large addition de31gned in similar form as church.

6322 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-269: Residential; ca. 1870-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stones 2 bays; metal gable roof

Bungalow porch; exterior end chimney; rear addition; vernacular.

6323 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-310: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; Bungalow porch; interior end chimney; entry transom and sidelights; vernacular I-house.

6325 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-309: Residential; ca. 1920-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; Bungalow porch; front dormer with exposed rafters and large brackets, Bungalow.

6326 Whaleyville Blvd,
133-268: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal hipped roof with front and side gables; Colonial Revival porch; 2 interior chimneys; pointed eave
window; entry transom; rear addition; vernacular,
-frame garage. .

6327 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-308: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal pyramidal roof; vernacular porch; corbeled chimney; overhanging eaves; Amencan Foursquare
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6328 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-267: Residential; ca. 1880-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; Bungalow porch; exterior end chimney; rear addition; vernacular.

6329 Whaleyville Blvd.,

133-307: Residential; ca. 1880-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; 2 central corbeled flues; transom and sidelights; vernacular 1-house,
-small workshop matches the house. :

6401 Whaleyville Blvd. '

133-306: Residential; ca. 1890-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal gable roof, wraparound porch; sidelights and fransom; rear corbeled chimney; molded comnice;
vernacular. :

-garage,

6403 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-305: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; decorative window caps; bracketed eaves; two exterior end chimneys; entry
transom and sidelights; vernacular I-house.

6404 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-266: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal pyramidal roof; decorated vernacular porch; entry transom and sidelights; interior chimney; rear addition;
vernacular.

6405 Whaleyville Blvd.
*Residential; ca. 1970; 1 1/2-story, brick dwelling; noncontributing.

6407 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-304: Residential; ca. 1910-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; rear ell with porch; multi-light transom and sidelights; vernacular.

6408 Whaleyville Blvd.
*Residential; ca. 1970; 1 1/2-story, brick dwelling; noncontributing.

6409 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-303: Residential; ca. 1910-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal pyramidal roof; Colonial Revival wraparound porch; corbeled chimney; molded cornice; American

Foursquare.

6410 Whaleyville Blvd.
*Residential; ca. 1950; 1 1/2-story, frame dwelling, noncontributing.

6411 Whaleyville Blvd. _ ' .
133-302: Residential; ca. 1880-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal pyramidal roof; Colonial Revival porch;. window caps; decorative brackets; entry transom and sidelights;
corbeled flue; decorated vernacular.

6412 Whaleyville Blvd. : . '
133-265: Residential; ca. 1910-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular Colonial Revival porch; central chimney; entry transom and sidelights; vernacular

Bungalow.
-*noncontributing metal garage.

6413 Whaleyville Bivd.
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133-301: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, gable roof; vernacular porch; two brick flues; double-light entry transom and sidelights;
vernacular {-house.

6414 Whaleyville Blvd.
*Residential; ca. 1960; 1 1/2-story, brick dwelling; noncontributing.

6415 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-300: Residential; ca. 1890-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; wraparound porch; louvered blinds; diamond-shaped attic window; front gable; vernacular.

6416 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-264: Residential; ca. 1890-1910; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 5-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; Classical Revival porch; interior chimneys; bay at southwest corner; Decorated vernacular
I-house.

-frame garage.

6417 Whaleyville Blvd,
133-299: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal gable roof; vernacular porch; 2 interior end flues; wood louvered blinds; vernacular cottage.

6418 Whaleyville Blvd.

133-263: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, hipped roof; Classical Revival porch; 7-light entry transom and 10-light sidelights; second-
story entrance has French doors with sidelights; American Foursquare.

6419 Whaleyville Blvd.
133-298: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal gable roof; vernacular porch; corbeled chimney; boxed cornice with returns; vernacular.

6420 Whaleyville Blvd,
133-262: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 1/2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical

facade; composition shingle, pyramidal roof, Bungalow porch; interior chimney; dormers; American
Foursquare. :
-frame garage.

6425 Whaleyville Blvd., McAlister Masonic Lodge
133-650: Commercial; ca. 1900-1920; all stretcher brick; 2 stories; 4-bay, symmetrical facade; stepped parapet
on false front; two front entrances; presently used for a post office; vernacular commercial.

6431 Whaleyville Blvd., Bank of Whaleyville .
133-294; Commercial; ca. 1900-1910; 7-course American bond brick; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal flat roof; heavily corbeled comice; segmentally arched openings.

6433 Whaleyvifle Blvd., Whaleyville Store ‘
133-80: Commercial; ca. 1900-1910; brick; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade; metal gable roof with a

stepped false front; segmentally arched windows; vernacular commercial.

6435 Whaleyville Blvd. .
133-651: Commercial; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;

metal front-gable roof; partially enclosed vernacular porch; front exterior flue; double side door; vernacular
commercial.

6437 Whaleyville Blvd., St. Stephen’s Church '
133-296: Church; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; gable

roof with standing seam metal; several colored-glass, pointed-arched windows.
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Whaleyville Blvd., Sovran Bank.
*Commercial; ca. 1970; one-story, brick building; noncontributing.

6517 Whaleyville Blvd. -
133-297: Residential; ca. 1940-1950; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, gable roof; rear ell; front stoop; vernacular.

Whaleyville Blvd., Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co.
*Commercial; ca. 1970; one-story, brick building; noncontributing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in the southern part of the former Nansemond County, now the city of Suffolk,
Virginia, the community of Whaleyville grew as a center for an important and productive
timber trade in the late nineteenth century. The community was named after Samuel
Whaley, who purchased a farm here in 1877 and established a sawmill, but the major growth
of the town and the lumbering industry occurred after Whaley sold the timber rights of his
land to the Jackson Brothers in Maryland. :

The Jackson Brothers established a modern lumber mill and brought workers here from
Ma.lzrland. The construction of the Norfolk and Carolina Railroad through Whaleyville in
1884 to help transport and market the lumber products further sparked the growth of the
village. The Jackson Brothers moved their operations to North Carolina in 1919, but still
Whaleyville remained a center of agricultural and lumbering trade. The architectural fabric
reflects the boom years of Whaleyville in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century,
when a large number of residences, a bank, and several churches were built. Whaleyville’s
isolated location in the rural southern part of the city of Suffolk has resulted in the
preservation of much of its historic fabric. The district retains the cohesive character of a
small, turn-of-the-century, rural, railroad and industrial community.,

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The community of Whaleyville is located in the south-central part of former Nansemond
County, now the city of Suffolk. In the colonial period, the early settlement of the county
occurred more in the northern section, near the Nansemond and Chuckatuck Rivers which
provided access to the waterways at Hampton Roads. The southern part of the county
contained swamp lands, including the Dismal Swamp, with their rich timber resources,
particularly cypress. By 1847, the land in the present Whaleyville area had begun to be
developed for both farming and logging.'

Seth Whaley purchased a farm in this area in 1877, and built a sawmill to service his lumber
business. The town that developed in this area, along the Suffolk-Sumerton-Winton, North
Carolina Highway, was later named Whaleyville, after Seth Whaley. Although Whaley
continued to operate his sawmill, he sold his timber interests to the Jackson Brothers, a
timber company located in Salisbury, Maryland.

The Village of Whaleyville developed during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
in connection with the thriving lumber trade. The Jackson Brothers, who ran the largest
timber business in the community, sought actively to develop and market their timber
products. When their operations began in Nansemond County, the company brought many
workers to Whaleyville, contributing to the growth in population, To market their products,
the Jackson Brothers soon built a narrow-gauge railroad to haul timber to Suffolk. In 1884,
the Norfolk and Carolina Railroad, later the Atlantic Coast Line, constructed an improved
railroad through Whaleyville, replacing the old narrow gauge.’

With the railroad, Whaleyville became an important trading center in the southern part of the
county, expanding the markets of the timber industry. It was also during this time that many
farms were converted to lumber operations, The rallroad carried logs from as far away as
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eight miles to the mill and then carried lumber from the Whaleyville area to the Nansemond
Wharf near Suffolk.?

The village boomed after the completion of the larger railroad in 1884. During that year, the
Jackson Brothers Company built a larger, modern saw mill and soon opened a substantial
commissary store in Whaleyville. Several other stores, businesses, and a Masonic lodge
were established in the late nineteenth century, as the community developed a large trade
with area farmers. That same year also witnessed the organization of the local Methodist
Episcopal Church, under the leadership of Seth Whaley. The majority of the Maryland
residents who moved to the area with the Jackson Brothers belonged to this faith,
Whaleyville’s growth continued into the early twentieth century, with the construction of a
bank in 1907. The county school board selected Whaleyville as the location of one of the
new consolidated district high schools, which was buiit there in 1915.*

In 1919, the Jackson Brothers closed their lumber mill in Whaleyville and moved their
operations to Fayetteville, North Carolina. Many of the residents left the town at this time.
The mill manager left the bricks from the mill for the local African-American community to
build their own school.

Although lumbering continued in the countryside around Whaleyville, the village began to
depend increasingly on trade with the surrounding agricultural community. By this time,
cotton had become an important cash crop in the area. The raiiroad also provided good
transportation facilities for the emerging truck farming business, which included potatoes,
beets, cabbage, kale, peas, beans, squash, and melons. A 1928 study of Nansemond County
noted that there were five to six hundred residents still living in Whaleyville. At this time,
the community had a cotton gin, peanut storage warehouses, two churches, and "one of the

best consolidated schools in the county."’

Peanut production, once an important local crop in the area, is becoming popular again. The
Golden Peanut Company, located on Mineral Spring Road, has been in operation for around
thirty years. Today, the farming and lumber operations continue in the countryside
surrounding Whaleyville, and the village remains a center of trade in the southern part of the

city of Suffolk.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References

18/349680/4050840
18/349820/4050800
18/350020/4050630
18/349960/4050560
18/349360/4050320
18/349160/4050210
18/349120/4050240
18/348990/4050380
18/348940/4050430
18/348920/4050490
18/348870/4050550
18/348940/4050610
18/349040/4050610

TOR=TDQTMEOogOw s

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Whaleyville Historic District is shown on the accompanying tax parcel map entitled
Whaleyville Borough - Insert 64A1.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Whaleyville Historic District include a small commercial core at the intersection of
Whaleyville Boulevard and Mineral Spring Road and the radiating late-nineteenth and early-twentieth-century
-neighborhoods arount it. The boundaries were drawn to exclude noncontributing properties or empty lots.
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