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General Statement: 

A.  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  cha rac te r :  Abram's Delight  is an e x c e l l e n t  example 
of a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  Valley farmhouse. The c e n t r a l  h a l l  
two-over-two plan  is t y p i c a l  of t h e  Shenandoah Valley a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  
Scotch-I r i sh  settlers. 

I B. Condit ion of f a b r i c :  Good. 

11. .Descr ip t ion  of Ex te r io r :  

.4. Overa l l  dimensions: The three-bay main sec t ion  measures 39 f e e t .  
The three-bay wing added t o  t h e  west is 20 f e e t  long. Both s e c t i o n s  a r e  
two s t o r i e s ,  a l though t h e  roof of t h e  wing l i e s  below the  rake of t h e  gable  
on t h e  ma i n  block. 

B. Foundations: Stone. 
C. Wall cons t ruc t ion :  Random rubble limestone. 
D. Porches: Non-original porches were removed dur ing  a r e c e n t  

r e s t o r a t i o n .  
E. Chimneys: There a r e  two in ter ior -end chimneys with s t o n e  s t a c k s  

on t h e  main s e c t i o n  of t h e  house. The wing has an in ter ior -end chimney 
wi th  a  b r i c k  s t ack .  

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The south  and e a s t  doorways have seg- 

w n t a l  a r c h e s ,  t h e  n o r t h  doorway, a  f l a t  a rch .  The south  doorway has 
molded trim wi th  corner  blocks wi th  r o s e t t e s  and a r ec tangu la r  transom 
with r a d i a t i n g  fans.  The e a s t  doorway is f lanked by two wide p i l a s t e r s  
enclos ing  a trim s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  south  door and has a  r ec tangu la r  
transom div ided i n t o  t h r e e  panes. The panel led door is i n s e t  and t h e  
s o f f i t  of t h e  doorway is panelled. The nor th  doorway has  molded t r i m  wi th  
corner  blocks and r o s e t t e s .  The n o r t h  and sou th  doorways on t h e  wing 
have f ec tangu la r  transoms, and t r i m  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  n o r t h  doorway. 

2. Windows: The t r i m  on the  windows on the  n o r t h  of t h e  main 
block and on t h e  nor th .  west and south  of t h e  wing have t r i m  matching t h e  
nor th  doorway. The t r i m  on t h e  e a s t  and sou th  windows on t h e  main block 
is s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of the  south  doorway. Double-hung wooden windows have 
twelve-over-twelve sashes  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and twelve-over-eight-on t h e  
second. The window and door trim d a t e s  from a mid-nineteenth century  
a l t e r a t i o n .  A l l  t he  openings appear t o  have been enlarged.  

G. Roof: The s t e e p l y  pi tched roof is covered with s l a t e .  A wooden 
box cornice  cont inues  a c r o s s  t h e  bottom of t h e  e a s t  gable c r e a t i n g  a 
pediment e f f e c t  . 

J 

! 1111. Desc r ip t ion  of t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
I 

A .  Floor Plans :  There a r e  two roans in  the  basement. A l a r g e  round- 
headed arch  suppor t ing  t h e  chimney is v i s i b l e  in  t h e  west room. The f i r s t  
f l o o r  has a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  flanked by a room t o  the  e a s t  and t h e  west.  A 
wing room is entered  from the  west room in  t h e  main block. On t h e  second 
f l o o r  t h e r e  a r e  two rooms with corner  chimneys t o  the  e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r  
h e l l . .  The r e s t  of t h e  second f l o o r  has been somewhat a l t e r e d  t o  provide 
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  cus todian .  
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B. Stairways:  An open-s t r ing  two-run Greek Revival s t y l e  s t a i r  ascends 
i n  the  h a l l ,  and an open-s t r ing  one-run s t a i r  i n  the  wing room. 

C .  Wall. ,226 c e i i i n g  f i n i s h :  Pa in ted  p l a s t e r  and wallpaper .  
D. Doorways and doors: Six-panel led doors  have doorways wi th  a rch i -  

t r a v e  t r i m .  
E. Trim: A molded c h a i r  r a i l  abu t s  t h e  window frames above t h e  sills.  

lJindows a r e  surrounded by a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  In t h e  e a s t  room, t h e  f i r e p l a c e  
has  a  panel led  chimney-breast with a molded and d e n t i l  co rn ice .  The f i r e -  
p lace  opening has  an a r c h i t r a v e  surround and p l a i n  spandre ls .  A l l  of t h e  
t r i m  in  t h e  west room has been replaced.  The mantels  on t h e  second f l o o r  
have a  panel led  f r i e z e  and a simple s h e l f .  

F. Heating: There a r e  f i r e p l a c e s  in each  room. The two second f l o o r  
e a s t  rooms have c o r n e r  f i r e p l a c e s .  

A .  General s e t t i n g :  The house on t h e  sou theas t  of Winchester is s e t  
i n  a  l a r g e  lawn surrounded by t r e e s .  A sunken formal garden is t o  t h e  north-  
e a s t  of t h e  house. 

B. Outbuildings:  A s ingle-pen l o g  cab in  has  been r econs t ruc ted  t o  t h e  
west of the  house. The th ree - s to ry  m i l l  wi th  t h e  random rubble  s tone  wa l l s  
and t h e  s h i n g l e  covered gab le  s t ands  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
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i ; 7 ! 1 . SIGNIFICANCE 

Abram's D e l i g h t ,  t h e  former s e a t  of t h e  Hollingsworth Family 
and an e x c e l l e n t  example of Shenandoah Valley c o l o n i a l  s tone  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
is  t h e  o l d e s t  house in  Winchester and one of t h e  o l d e s t  houses in  t h e  
rexion.  The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1754, fol lows the  
c e n t r a l  h a l l ,  two-over-two plan commonly used by Sco tch - I r i sh  s e t t l e r s  
in t h e  Valley. 

i 
1 

I 
i : 
I 
i 

1 
I 

The Abram's D e l i ~ h t  t r a c t  was in  possession of the  Hollingsworth 
family by 1732, a s  determined by a  p l a t  drawn by R. Brooks, o f f i c i a l  
surveyor f o r  Alexander Ross and Morgan Bryan, who i ssued pa ten t s  on t h e i r  
g ran t  from t h e  Crown. Af te r  ob ta in ing  a  pa ten t  f o r  582 ac res  from Ross 
and Bryan, Abraham Hollingsworth l a t e r  had t o  re-negot ia te  t h e  p a t e n t  
wi th  Lord F a i r f a x ,  p r o p r i e t o r  of a l l  t h e  l and  between t h e  Potomac and t h e  
Rappahanock Rivers ,  who held a  p r i o r  c la im on the  proper ty .  It is 
be l ieved.  however, t h a t  Hollingsworth was in  the  a rea  a s  e a r l y  a s  1729. 

- 
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Abraham's son Isaac  b u i l t  t h e  main s e c t i o n  of t h e  house in  
1754, a s  indica ted  on the  plaque in  the  e a s t  gable. Simon Taylor ,  t he  
s tone  mason who b u i l t  t h e  house,  a l s o  b u i l t  Spr inqdale ,  t h e  home of 
Col. John Hi t e  a t  Bar tonsv i l l e .  The s tone  add i t ion  on t h e  west was b u i l t  
p r i o r  t o  1801 f o r  Jonah Hollingsworth, t he  son of I saac .  Abram's Delight  
was f u r t h e r  enlarged bv Dsvid, t h e  son of Jonah. wi th  a  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  
on t h e  west.  Th i s  no longer e x i s t s .  During David Holl ingsworth 's  tenure  
in t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  Abram's Del ight  f lou r i shed .  
There had always been a  m i l l  on t h e  t r a c t ,  and a t  t h i s  time a  new one of 
s tone  was e rec ted .  A l a r g e  l ake  embellished by i s l a n d s  with summer 
houses was c r e a t e d .  

The C i t y  of Winchester purchased t h e  house in  1943, and 
des ignated  t h e  Winchester-Frederick County H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  a s  custo-  
d i an .  Abram's Del ight  has  s ince  been r e s t o r e d  and now func t ions  a s  
an  h i s t o r i c  house museum. 
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S T h T E :  

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the  Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  I.aw 

89+65). I hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and cerlify that it has  been 

evaluated according to the  critcrin end procedures sct 

forth b y t h e  National Park Service. 'The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is :  

National State a Local 
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I hereby certify that th is  property is included in  the 

National Register. . 
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