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DESCRIQE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

I. General Statement:

A. Architectural character: Abram's Delight is an excellent example
of a substantial eighteenth century Valley farmhouse, The central hall
two~over-two plan is typical of the Shenandoah Valley architecture of the
Scotch-Irish settlers.

B, Condition of fabrie: Good,

I1, .Description of Exterior:

A. Overall dimensions: The three~bay main section measures 39 feet,
The three-bay wing added to the west is 20 feet long. Both sections are
two stories, although the roof of the wing lies below the rake of the gable
on the main block.

B. Foundations: Stone,

C. Wall construction: Random rubble limestone,

D. Porches: Non-original porches were removed during a recent
restoration,

E. Chimneys: There are two interior-end chimneys with stone stacks
on the main section of the house, The wing has an interior-end chimney
with a brick stack.

F, Openings:

1. Doorways and doors: The south and east doorways have sege
mental arches, the north doorway, a flat arch. The south doorway has
molded trim with corner blocks with rosettes and a rectangular transom
with radiating fans. The east doorway is flanked by two wide pilasters
enclosing a trim similar to that on the south door and has a rectangular
transom divided into three panes, The panelled door is inset and the
soffit of the doorway is panelled. The north doorway has moided trim with
corner blocks and rosettes, The north and south doorways on the wing
have rectangular transoms, and trim similar to that on the north doorway,
2, Windows: The trim on the windows on the north of the main
block and on the north, west and south of the wing have trim matching the
north doorway. The trim on the east and south windows on the main block
is similar to that of the south doorway. Double-hung wooden windows have
twelvewover~twelve sashes on the first fleoor and twelve-over-sight_on the
second, The window and door trim dates from a mid-nineteenth century
alteration, All the openings appear to have been enlarged. _

G. Roof: The steeply pitched roof is covered with slate, A wooden
box cornice continues across the bottom of the east gable creating a
pediment effect,

I1I. Description of the Interior:

A, Floor Plans: There are two rooms in the basement, A large rounde
headed arch supporting the chimney is visible in the west room, The first
floor has a central hall flanked by a room to the east and the west. A
wing room is entered from the west room in the main block. On the second
floor there are two rooms with corner chimneys to the east of the center
hell.,. The rest of the second floor has been somewhat altered to provide
living quarters for the custodian,
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B. Stairways: An open-string two-run Greek Revival style stair ascends
in the hall, and an open-string one-run stair in the wing room.

C. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted plaster and wallpaper.

D. Doorways and doors: Six-panelled doors have doorways with archi-
trave trim, '

E, Trim: A molded chair rail abuts the window frames above the sills,
Windows are surrounded by architrave trim. In the east room, the fireplace
has a panelled chimney-breast with a molded and dentil cornice, The fire=
place opening has an architrave surround and plain spandrels. All of the
trim in the west room has been replaced., The mantels on the second floor
have a panelled frieze and a simple shelf.

F, Heating: There are fireplaces in each room. The two second floor
east rooms have corner fireplaces,

IV, Site:
A, General setting: The house on the southeast of Winchester is set

in a large lawn surrounded by trees. A sunken formal garden is to the north-
east of the house.

B. OQutbuildings: A single-pen log cabin has been reconstructed to the
west of the house. The three=-story mill with the random rubble stone walls
and the shingle covered gable stands to the east.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abram's Delight, the former seat of the Hollingsworth Family
and an excellent example of Shenandoah Valley colonial stone architecture,
is the oldest house in Winchester and one of the oldest houses in the
region. The original portion of the structure, built in 1754, follows the
central hall, two~over~two plan commonly used by Scotch«Irish settlers
in the Valley.

The Abram's Delight tract was in possession of the Hollingsworth
family by 1732, as determined by a plat drawn by R, Brooks, official
surveyor for Alexander Ross and Morgan Bryan, who issued patents on their
grant from the Crown, After obtaining a patent for 582 acres from Ross
and Bryan, Abraham Hollingsworth later had to re-negotiate the patent
with Lord Fairfax, proprietor of all the land between the Potomac and the
Rappahanock Rivers, who held a prior claim on the property. It is "
believed, however, that Hollingsworth was in the area as early as 1729,

Abraham's son Isazac built the main section of the house in
‘1754, as indicated on the plaque in the east gable. Simon Taylor, the
stone mason who built the house, alse built Springdale, the home of
Col, John Hite at Bartonsville, The stone addition on the west was built
prior to 1801 for Jonah Mollingsworth, the son of Isgac. Abram's Delight
was further enlarged by David, the son of Jonah, with a brick addition
on the west, This no longer exists. During David Hollingsworth's tenure
in the first half of the nineteenth century, Abram's Delight flourished.
There had always been a wmill on the tract, and at this time a new one of
stone was erected, A large lake embellished by islands with summer
houses was created.

The City of Winchester purchased the house in 1943, and
designated the Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society as custo=-
dian, Abram's Delight has since been restored and now functions as
an historie house museum,
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