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I. Name of Property 

historic name Hotel Norton 
other nameslsite number VDHR File No. 146-0005 
2. Location 
street & number 798 Park Avenue not for publication- - 
- 
city or town Norton vicinity 
- 
state Vireinia code& county Wise code 195 Zip 24273 

3. StatdFcdenl Agency Certification 
As the desiPnatcd authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I herebv cerp'fi that this X - 
nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registking pioperties i t h e  
National Reeister of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR PaR 60. - - 
In my opinion, the property -X- meets - docs "a meet the National Register Criteria I recommend that chis property 

be cons~dered sign~licant - nationally - statewide -X- locally. ( - See continuation shed f a  admtional comments.) 

~ i ; e i n i a  ~ e ~ 8 r t m e I i t  o f ~ i s t o r i c  Resources 
Smte or F d m l  agenc) pnd bvrou 

In my opinion, the property -X- meets - d o a  not meet the National Register criteria. ( - See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Scrviee Certiflution 
1, hereby certify that this prop* is: 
- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register Signahlre of Keeper 

- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register Date of Action 

- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 
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5. CIassiGution 
Ownership olproperty (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- private 
- X- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- X- buildin&) 
- district 
- site 

structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within PropcrQ 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 - - - 0 - buildings 
0 - - 0 sites - - 
0 - - - 0 - structures 
0 - - - 0 - objects 
1 - - - 0 A Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register - 0- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: - DOMESTIC Sub: Hotel 
- C O M M E R C E n U E  - Specialty Store 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -WORK IN PROGRESS- Sub: 
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7. Description 
Architeetunl Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

L A T E  1 9 ~  AND 2om CENTURY 
Colonial Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation Stone: Sandstone 
roof A s p h a l t :  Bituminous, Built up 
walls B r i c k  

other 
-- - -- 

Narntive Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the properly on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable Natioalal Regbter Criteria (Msrk "xu in one or more boxes for the aitaia qualifying the properly for National 
Register listing) 

-X- A Properly is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

-B Properly is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
-x- c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of atype, period, a method of construction or represents 

the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

- D Properly has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considentlons (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

-A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D acemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Sinificanee (Enter categories from instructions) 

- Architecture 
- Commerce 
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Period of Significance _ -1921-195 1 

Significant Dates -1921- 
- 1936- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
NIA 

Cultural Amliation NIA 

ArchitectIBuilder -Brown, Thomas Seabrook 

Hotel Norton 
Norton, Virginia 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the properly on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliogrsphical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

-previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 

- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
-Other State agency 
-Federal agency 

Local government 
-University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property -118' of an acre- 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 354700 4088590 2 
7 A - - -  

See continuation sheet. - 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the properly on a continuation sheet.) 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

gamehitle: Paul Hardin Kaoo. AIA 
- 

Organization: -Kapp & Robbins Architects date-6 September 2001- 

street & number: -107 West Grayson Street- telephone-(540)-236-7775 

city or town-Galax state-VA- zip code -24333 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name C i t y  of Norton, Virginia 

sweet & number-Post Office Box 6 18 telephone-(540)-679-1160 

city or town-Norton state-VA- zip code 24273 

_-_-----------------==E_=_L_--z==-==-~=~----- 
P a p m r k  Reduetlon Art Spfcme.1: This infomution is being collmd hr epplicatim U, the National Rcl(ista of Historic P h  mmhtc 

pop& h r  liafing or ddcsminc cligibilily for liaing m list poptico, d lo m d  nrklh l'islings. RespIrr  U, Ulir q u a 9  is q u i d  m ohin a 
b ~ 1 ~ 6 t  in rco(durt rvim the NN.tiorul Histork W t i o n  An, sr, mavM (I6 U.S.C. 470 d q.). 
Estimated Bunk. SptcacmC Publio raportins burden fbr his form is mimated m 8vangc 18.1 hwrs pr v k l u d i ~ ~ g  th time br rsv* 
~ & ~ g p f h n q B d m m t . i n i n g & ~ d c o m ~ I d r o v i o v p g t h e f o r m . ~ ~ s r m ~ t h i s b v r c k a s n i r m l . a m y r r p o l o f t h i s  
6ormOlbzChicC ~ t i v c ~ D i v i r i i N a t i a n l  Patk Sane+. P.O. Bm 37127. W U g r m 5  DCZOOl3-712);.ndIkO&eof~ 
d BuQgA hpswalr Rcdvaiors Pmjos1(1024-0018). Wrshin%oa. DC 20503. 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

S u m m a r y  

The Hotel Norton is 45,000 square foot, six story building located at the corner of Park Avenue and Eighth 
Street in the center of downtown Norton, Virginia It was built in the Colonial Revival Style with its two 
primary facades composed in a classical tripartite scheme of a cut sandstone base; brick middle a deep stone 
and wood entablature. The railroad tracts run parallel to Park Street and the Hotel is located d i i l y  across 
from where the depot once stood. The now demolished Norton Hospital was across Eighth Street from the 
Hotel. The Hotel is in an urban setting surrounded by city sidewalks and without distinguishing landscape 
features. The Hotel Norton is one of the few historic remaining buildings in the civic and commerce core of 
downtown Norton. 

Inventory 

1. Hotel Nonon. 1921. Contributing Building 

Hotel  Norton Exterior 

Built in 192 1, Hotel Norton was designed by the Bristol, Virginia and Washington, D.C. architect, Thomas 
Seabrook Brown in a Colonial Revival Style. The brick and stone masonry structure has a classical tripartite 
scheme that differentiates the base, middle and top. Its design reflects a trend in 1920's hotel design that 
attempted to bring status and a cosmopolitan atmosphere to cities both large and small. Other examples in 
Virginia include the Hotel Monticello in Charlottesville (Johnson and Brannon Architects, 1 9 2 4 ) ~  the 
William Byrd Hotel in Richmond (Marcellus Wright & Son Architects, 1924)~ and the Patrick Henry Hotel 
in Roanoke (William Lee Stoddart, Architect, 1925, (VDHR # 128-235))~ 

The building has two decorative facades. The main one fronts Park Avenue and the longer smndary facade 
faces Eighth Street. Both have a Kentucky sandstone base that unifies the first and mezzanine floor levels. 
The stone base is composed of a water table that begins at the sidewalk, large windows with transoms and a 
simple frieze, cornice and parapet. The running American bond brick veneer begins on the second floor and 

I Brownell, Charles. Loth. Calder. Rasmussen, William M.S. and Wilson. Richard Guy. The Making of Virginia 
Architecfure, (Charlonesville, Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 1993). p. 356. 
2 Wells, John E. and Dalton, Robert E., The Virginia Archifecfs, 1835-1955: A Biographical Dictionary, (Richmond, 
Virginia: New South Architectural Press, 1997). p. 71,381. 
3 Loth, Calder, The Virginia Landmark Regisfer, (Charlottesville. Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 1999), p.457. 
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Description (continued) 

continues to the upper parapet. A stylized entablature begins above the fifth floor so the windows of the 
sixth floor is actually located within the frieze. Large decorative panels are spaced between these windows 
and the building culminates with a deep sofited wooden cornice below a brick parapet wall with stone caps. 

The symmetrical fenestration of the front facade is divided into three fenestration bays. The center bay has 
eight-light over one, double hung sash windows that are flanked by narrow double hung sash windows with 
a four-light over one configuration. The two side bays are composed of twin windows that are united by a 
shared stone sill and brick header. The side bay windows are eight-light over one double hung sash 
windows. 

The longer west facade that faces Eighth Street is broken up into three distinct masses with the center section 
smaller and setback from the sidewalk. The two ends of the facade are symmetrical and evenly divided into 
four fenestration bays while the center s d i o n  is composed of three fenestration bays. All windows on this 
faqade above the base are the same size and composition - eight-light over one double hung sash windows. 

The hotel has two main public entrances - one on Park Avenue and the other on Eighth Street. The Park 
Avenue entrance is centered in the facade and is composed of two narrow French doors flanked by sidelights 
with transoms above. A carved stone trim casing surrounds the composition. The Eighth Street entrance is 
also centered in the faqade but is simpler than the main entrance since the French doors have no sidelights. 
Two stylized classical pilasters flank the door. 

Decorative metal and glass marquees protected both entrances. These m q u e e s  were suspended by tie rods 
attached to the exterior building walls. Both marquees have been removed but profile shadows remain on 
the building and photographic documentation exists. The marquees were composed of pressed metal 
acroterions, simple crown moldings and decorative flags. 

Hotel Norton Inter ior  

The two-story hotel lobby occupies the front two-thirds of the building. The space is delineated by thegrid 
system imposed by the structural columns. These are steel columns encased in decorative gypsum plaster. 
The columns cany deep beams. Pressed tin cornices spring from the sofits of these beams and the ceilings 
are also pressed tin. The lobby also had a decorative mezzanine level balcony that carried to the Park 
Avenue h n t  of the building. Beneath it on the east side there was a small taproom, an elevator and a small 
shop. The flooring of the lobby was made out of terrazzo with a decorative ceramic tile accent, which echoed 
the ceiling bay configuration 
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Description (continued) 

The dining room, located at the rear of the building, occupied the mezzanine level of the Hotel. A decorative 
bank of large windows face Eighth Street. A stair connected the m e m i n e  level dining 
room to the lobby. The railing of the balcony and the staircase was comprised of simple square stock pickets 
and heavy railings. A barbershop and public bathrooms were located underneath the dining room. 

The one hundred hotel guest rooms were located on the four floors above the lobby. The top floor was 
reserved for apartments. Each floor had a center comdor with flanking rooms. Each room had gypsum 
plaster walls and simple wooden trim. The Hotel had private bathrooms, a luxury for the time in far 
southwestern Virginia and steam heat. The structure of the Hotel Norton was comprised of load bearing 
brick masonry walls, steel plate columns and girders, 2x10 wood floor joists and 2x4 wall partitions. 

In the 1970's and 1980's the Hotel Norton was abandoned and fell into decay and disrepair. Roof failures 
caused the wooden floors to rot and collapse. In 1994, the building faced demolition but was purchased and 
structurally stabilized by the City of Norton. Currently the City is rehabilitating the building for economic 
development. 

The sophisticated architecture of the Hotel Norton reflected the desire of the Norton citizen investor to 
promote the city's status. The hotel was marketed to both the coal mining commercial industry and to 
tourists who visited the scenic National Forests that sumund Norton. 



NPS Form 10-900-• 
(8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section -8- Page -4- 

OMB Na IOU0018 

Hotel Norton 
Norton, Virginia 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summary  

The Hotel Norton located in the heart of downtown Norton, Virginia on the comer of Park Avenue and Eighth 
Street; it is a Colonial Revival six-story, first class hotel built in 1921 to serve the business traveler and the 
tourist in the City of Norton and Wise County, Virginia. It was built by the Norton Hotel Corporation, a group 
of civic-minded local businessmen, and it was designed by noted architect, Thomas Seabrook Brown. The 
building's design deds  a trend in 1920's design that attempted to bring status and a cosmopolitan atmosphae 
to cities both large and small in Virginia. The fact that this 45,000 square foot, six-story high style hotel was 
built in the isolated coal mining town of Norton makes the Hotel Norton all the more unique compared to its 
counterparts in the larger cities in Virginia and reflects civic pride and optimism that occulred in Norton during 
the first half of the twentieth century. Currently, the Hotel Norton is being rehabilitated for economic 
redevelopment by the City of Norton after decades of building decay and decline. 

Applicable Criteria 

The Hotel Norton meets both Criterion A and C; it is eligible under Criterion A for its contribution to the history 
of commerce in the City of Norton during the 1920's. a period of great economic expansion for the small coal 
mining, timber and railroad city. It is also is eligible undk criterion C for its distinctive high style architectwe 
and craftsmanship. The building is designed in the Colonial Revival style and incorporates a classically inspired 
tripartite fagade kmposition ofbase, shaft, entablature. The period bf significance extends from the date of 
construction in 1921 to 1961 when the building was no longer used as a hotel . 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

Historic Context 

The City of Norton is located in south-central Wise County and is classified as a city, second class. It is the 
only incorporated city in Wise County. Originally known as Rince's Flat for William Prince. the believed - - 
fusi settler of the a&, in 1785. ~hesettlement remained small until the arrival of the ~ouisviue and 
Nashville Railroad in 189 1.4 At this time the town ~himged its name to Norton in honor of Eckstein Norton. 
the president of the railroad. It became an incorporated town in 1894. With the railroad and the emerging 
coal industry, Norton soon grew and prospered. By 1910 the town had three thousand people. It became an 
independent city in 1954 when its population h e d  five thousand people. 5 

The fvst three decades of the twentieth century was a H o d  of p t  growth and prosperiry for Norton. By 
1915 a need developed to accommodate business travelers and tourists who visited Norton and Wise County 
by passenger rail. At this time the nearest hotel was the Colonial Hotel in Wise (VDHR # 392-023, which 
was a little over two miles away from the depot on Park Avenue. In 1919, a group of Norton businessmen 
led by F.B. Kline, Webb J. Willets, John Roberts, J.B. Fleming and RT. Flanary fonned the Norton Hotel 
Corporation with the goal of purchasing a downtown lot on Park Avenue and near the railroad depot for the 
construction of a luxury hotel 6. 

The Corporation hired Thomas Seabrook Brown as the architect for the building. Brown attended Milsaps 
College in Jackson, Mississippi but after he took an architectural engineering correspondence course enrolled 
in the School of Architature at Columbia University in New York. He refmed his skills as an architect 
through the Beaux Arb Society also in New York. Brown worked as an architectud draftsman in various 
ofices in Detroil Des Moines, Iowa and New Orleans before swing  hi own practice in Roanoke in 1909.7 

He relocated hi offices to Bristol in 191 1 where he remained through 1920 when he divided his otfioes; one 
branch remained in Bristol while the other branch was located in Washington. D.C. In 1912, Brown was 
one of 137 architects who presented a proposed design in the international competition for the Australii 
government buildings in Canberra Brown designed several buildings 

4. Tolson, Edward, Wise County, Virginia. City of Norton Historic Architectural Survey, (Unpublished Mmuscript, 
1995), p. 22.23. 

5 Ramey, Fred L.. Norton History, (Norton Website, I~tt~~://www.nortonva org. 1999). p. 2. 
6 Ciry of Norton. History of the Hole1 Norton, (Unpublished Manuscript, 1995), p. 5. 
7 Wells, lohn E., Dalton, Robert E., The Virginia Architecls, 1835-1 955: A Biographical History, p. 49. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

throughout Virginia including the George Ben Hospital in Abingdon and the Northampton and Accomac 
Hospital in Nassawadox. The Hotel Norton was one of hi last designs before he closed hi offices in 1921. 
The design reflected his knowledge of commercial construction and classical design that was prevalent in the 
1920's.~ 

The construction of the building began in 1920, and wst $375,000.00, which was a large swn of money at 
that time; aU o f  which was raised locally.9 Several logistical problems had to be addressed during 
constnrction, most notably the delivey of building materials to the site. In a letter addressed to the 
Corporation from Superintendent of the Norfolk and Western Railroad, the Corporation was required to 
f m c e  the installation of a temporary railroad spur from the industrial track in order to deliver all of the 
building materials. The Corporation obliged and materials were brought from all over the region forthe 
construction of the new hotel. The sandstone was brought in from Kentucky, the brick from Richlands and 
the structural steel and steam heat piping from Roanoke.10 

The project took almost one year to wmplete and was finished by early June of 1920. On June 10,1921 
when it was opened for business it boasted being a six-story structure with one hundred rooms. The Hotel 
Norton held a banquet sponsored by the Norton Kiwanis Club for the benefit of the Civic Bettemmt Club. 
The followina day another banauet was given by the V i n i a  Coal Operaton Association. J. Arch Stane - .  
was the first manger of the HO&I ~orton-and was succee;led in 1923 by H.C. Bardin who -aged the Hotel 
for the next t h i i  years. The noted evangelist. BiUy Sunday, and hi entourage were the first guests of the - - - 
Hotel.   he s a n d  floor rooms were hu4ed to wmpletion order to acan&odate t h m i  i 

The Hotel Norton was a source of great pride for Norton from the 1920's to the 1950's. In an editorial in the 
local newspaper, the Coalfield Progress, the following was stated: 

" A Morked Improvement" 

"You can see touches ofNew York, Chicago and St. Louis in Norton eve& now. 

All you have to do is lounge in the lobby of the new six story hotel and watch strangers go 
in and our. Peeping on the register, you can see whence they hail. 

8 Ibid, p. 49. 
9 Wise County Regislry of Deeds, Deed Book 143, Page 284. 
10 Letter from W.O. Franklin, Superintendent, Norfolk and Western Railroad to T.P. Ford, AgenI, Norm& Fsbnury 
28. 1920. 
11 City of Notton, History of me Hotel Norton, p. 6. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

These travelers formerly dodged Norton and lodged in Bristol, Bluefield or Knoxville ... 
Travelers leaving out of Richmond and Cincinnati will say, " Well, Iguess will make for 
Norton- ofirst class place to put up there." 12 

Unfortunately, the original investment group developed serious debt during the construction of the project, 
which was exas~erated bv the Great Deuression. In 193 1. the Norton Reality Cornration took over the 
mortgage of the-hotel from the Norton fiotel ~orporation;it also agreed to Gy off the Hotel Corporation's 
bonded debt of $60,000.00. From 193 1 to 1962 the Norton Reality Corporation operated the building as a 
hotel.13 

Fire erupted on the sixth floor on June 25, 1936. Newspaper accounts from the Coalfield Progress report 
that none of the guests were iniured. however the chief of the Norton Fire Dewrtment, Eddie Carter was 
injured when hefell through the roof of the structure. Although fue damagi the roof and the sixth floor the 
entire building encountered more daaaae 6um water as firemen flooded the building to extinguish the fue. - - 
The building was quickly repaired and &pened on November 1, 1936.16 

In 1962, the Norton Hotel Corporation sold the building to D&W Corporation, which operated the building 
as a hotel. By this time, the hotel had aged and became less than desirable for 1-g. The hotel changed 
several hands until R.O. Goad purchased the building in 1976. By this time the building was no longer used 
and was deteriorating quickly. By 1990, the building was considered a public hazard. The roof had failed, 
all of the floors were rotten, archit&uraI finishes were destroyed and pigeons had moved into the building.15 

In 1994, the City of Norton under the Norton Industrial Development Authority purchased the building with 
the intent of stabilizing it for future economic redevelopment. All of the decayed building materials were 
removed and a new steel structure and concrete floor slabs were installed within the exterior walls. Rior to 
the stabilization process the City of Norton carefully documented all of the decayed architectural elements 
for future rehabilitation. In 2000, the City of Norton received fbnding for rehabilitation from the Virginia 
Department of Community Development. They intend to rehabilitate the hotel into a business incubator and 
ofice space. By the end of 2001, the Hotel Norton will once again be a source of civic pride for the City of 
Norton. 16 

12 Coalfields Progress. -Editorialm, June 3. 1921, p. 9. 
13 Wise County Registry of Deeds, Dad Book 143, Page 68. 
14 Coalfields Progress, "Fire, Water Sweep Norton Hotel". February 9, 1935, p. 1. 
IS Wise County Registry of Deeds. Deed Book 371, Page 564. 
16 Wise County Registry of Deeds, Deed Book 648, Page 272. 
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Verbal  Boundary  Description 

The nominated parcel corresponds to Map # 465, double circle l I; block #8; Lot # 16 and #17; Parcel 
'k232N0659 of the City ofNorton tax plat and is depicted on the 1:400 scale map that accompanies the 
nomination. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the nominated parcel encompass the Hotel Norton on the corner of Eighth Street and Park 
Avenue in Norton, Virginia. The boundaries of the property have not changed since the hotel was built in 1921 
in downtown Norton, Virginia. 
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Hotel Norton 
Norton, Virginia 

All photographs are of: 

The Hotel Norton 
City of Norto~Vkginia 

VDHR File Numbm: 146-0005 
Paul Hardin Kapp, photographer 

All negatives are stored with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources collection at the Vuginia 
Department of Historic Resources. 

DATE: August 29,2001 
VIEW OF: south ekvstion, view looking northwest 
NEG. NO.: I9346 
PHOTO I OF 7 

DATE: August 29,2001 
VIEW OF: north ckvatjm~, view looking southeart 
NEG. NO.: 19346 
PHOTO 3 OF 7 

DATE: August 29,2001 
VIEW OF: south ekvation, view bdring northwest 
livm Park Avenue 
NEG. NO.: 19346 
PHOTO 5 OF 7 

DATE: August 29,2001 
VIEW OF: third h r ,  view hoking south 
NEG. NO.: 19346 
PHOTO 7 OF 7 

DATE: August 29,2001 
VIEW OF: west ckvalion. vinv boking cast 
NEG. NO.: 19346 
PHOTO 2 OF 7 

DATE: AuguS 29,2001 
VIEW OF: cad c k v b  vkw bdring West 

NEG. NO.: 19346 
PHOTO 4 OF 7 

DATE: August 29,2001 
VIEW OF: bbby, view looking south 
NEG. NO.: 19346 
PHOTO 6 of 7 
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OMBNo. I0144018 

Hotel Norton 
Norton, Virginia 

Site Map of the Hotel Norton. 






