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17. DESCRIPTION 
1 I (Ch.sk One) 

I I E...ll..t 0 G o d  F i r  Det.rrorat.d Ruin. U n e x ~ e s - d  
CONDITION -- 

(Check One) I (Check  One) I . - 
Altered Unolt.r.d 

The Court Room and Jury  Room wal l s  a r e  c l ean  and unblemished. 
The casua l  v i s i t o r  w i l l  s e e  no g r a f t - i n s p i r e d  d i s p l a y  of 
unsu i t ab le  elegance.  This Court House i s  ... a work-shop i n  
which County o f f i c i a l s  and employes a r e  t r y i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  
s e r v e  the  people. 

n M O W . ~  Oripinol Sit. 

The Pa t r i ck  County courthouse i s  a d i g n i f i e d  count ry  example of 
Je f fe r son ian  Neo-Classicism loca ted  i n  a  small county s e a t .  The o r i g i n a l  
s t r u c t u r e  i s  a two-story bu i ld ing  oons i s t ing  of a  p ro jec t ing ,  three-bay 
c e n t r a l  block wi th  f l ank ing  wings. I n  t y p i c a l  Je f fe r son ian  fashion ,  t h e  
bui ld ing  is of r ed  b r i c k  and had white ,  stuccoed Tuscan columns and whi te  
wooden trim. The columns and t r i m  a r e  now a l i g h t  be ige ,  and t h e  brickwork 
has been cleaned and repoin ted .  On the  c e n t r a l  block,  t h e  b r i c k  is l a i d  i n  
common bond up t o  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l ,  and from t h e r e  it is l a i d  i n  
Flemish bond. The wings a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish-bond b r i c k  s e t  on a base o f  
common bond. S ides  of t h e  bu i ld ing  a r e  l a i d  i n  common bond. 

The wings have low-pitched gable  roof s  and s t r o n g l y  p r o j e c t i n g  
co rn ices .  The gab le  end of t h e  c e n t r a l p o r t i o n  extends t o  form t h e  pediment 
of a  t e t r a s t y l e  por t i co  which s tands  on b r i c k  p i e r s .  The wide in tercolumnia t ion  
i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Je f fe r son ian  Neo-Classicism as  i s  t h e  semi -c i r cu la r  
opening i n  t h e  pediment of the  por t ico .  The b e l l  i n  t h e  smaIl tower is  rung 
t o  mark cour tdays .  The doorway of the  main en t ry  is no t  o r i g i n a l  and 
probably d a t e s  from a remodeling i n  1928. Window openings a r e  s ix-over-s ix  
and, l i k e  t h e  doors,  have l i n t e l s  and g r a n i t e  s i l l s .  The s h u t t e r s  a r e  no 
longer i n  p lace .  Reveals and s o f f i t s  of the  o r i g i n a l  openings have diamond 
panels .  

The second s t o r y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  se rves  a s  the  courtroom. 
Very l i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  remains. The shape has been changed by a twent ie th-  
cen tu ry  enlargement which extended the  room toward t h e  r e a r .  The present  
courtroom is t h e  r e s u l t  of a  handsome 1928 remodeling by T.E. Adkins of 
S t u a r t  as  w e l l  a s  l a t e r  r e fu rb i sh ings  i n  1936 and 1971. The second s t o r y  of 
t h e  sou th  wing now houses t h e  County Adminis t ra tor ' s  o f f i c e  with t h e  jury  
toom:in & e , r e a r  add i t ion .  The Comiss ione r  of Revenue i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  wing 
with t h e  judge's o f f i c e  i n  t h e  r e a r  add i t ion .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  C le rk ' s -  
o f f i c e s  occupy- the, southerw por t ion  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and. t h e  Treasure r ' s  
o f f i c e s  a r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  Through t h e  y e a r s ,  t hese  o f f i c e s  have been 
consfdestlb1y- c M g e d ,  but i n  t h e  Treasurel's o f f i c e  two of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
C l a s s i c a l  Revival mantels a r e  s t i l l  i n  p lace .  They s tand back-to-back, one 
facYng i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  block and one i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  wing. Each c o n s i s t s  of 
p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  beneath a  simple mantel .  

Constant use  a s  w e l l  a s  expanding needs and i n t e r e s t  have brought 
about a  number of changes i n  t h i s  courthouse. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those  mentionej ,  
a  j a i l  was added t o  the  r e a r  of t h e  courthouse i n  1928, A t  one time, t h e  a rza  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  courthouse was enclosed by wooden fencing which was replaced,  
apparent ly  i n  the  e a r l y  p a r t  of the twent ie th  century ,  by an i r o n  fence.  
I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of the  enclosure  i s  a Confederate memorial s t a t u e  
dedicated i n  1936 t o  the  memory of Major General J . E . B .  S t u a r t .  A s  a  r e s u l t  
of these  modi f i ca t ions ,  i n  t h e  words of a P a t r i c k  c i t i z e n :  
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The P a t r i c k  County courthouse has served a s  t h e  governmental 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o c a l  po in t  f o r  i ts  southern  Piedmont county f o r  over  a  
hundred and f i f t y  years .  Cherished by t h e  c i t i z e n s  a s  t h e i r  county 's  
premier landmark, t h e  d i g n i f i e d  e d i f i c e  i s  a  good example of t h e  s imple 
Roman Revival pub l i c  bu i ld ings  whose des igns  were i n s p i r e d  by t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  Thomas Je f f e r son .  

The p resen t  courthouse was b u i l t  t o  r ep lace  a n  
e a r l i e r  one completed i n  1794 and loca ted  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  west of t h e  
p resen t  s t r u c t u r e .  The county, which was named f o r  P a t r i c k  Henry, was 
c r e a t e d  from " t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  (Henry) County c a l l e d  t h e  Hollows" by a  b i l -  
e f f e c t i v e  June l ,  1791. The f irst  c o u r t  was he ld  i n  t h e  home of Jonathan 
Hanby. Soon a f t e rwards ,  El iphaz  Shel ton  donated t e n  ac res  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l l y -  
l oca ted  courthouse s i t e .  The town, e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h i s  s i t e  i n  1782, took 
t h e  name T a y l o r s v i l l e  which i n  1884 was changed t o  S t u a r t  i n  honor of 
Major General J .E .B .  S t u a r t ,  a  P a t r i c k  County n a t i v e .  It i s  unc lea r  where 
t h e  county c o u r t  met i n  t h e  yea r s  between t h e  f i r s r . m e e t i n g , a t  the,home of 
Jonathan Hanby and t h e  completion of t h e  1794 courthouse.  

By June 18, 1819, t h e  county\s  needs  had outgrown t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  
of  i ts  courthouse.  Abrm S t a p l e s ,  Harvey F i t z g e r a l d , - a n d  German Baker thus  
were d i r e c t e d  t o  a d v e r t i s e  i n  F rank l in ,  Henry, Montgomery, Pacrick countie:,  
Stokes,  N . C . ,  and i n  t h e  Lynchburg Press  f o r  b ids  on t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of 
a  new courthouse t o  becomple ted  by November Court ,  1821. These d i r e c t i v e s  
were ove r ly  o p t i m i s t i c ,  f o r  i t  was not  u n t i l  Ju ly  15, 1821 t h a t  a  l o c a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  new courthouse ( i n  f r o n t ,  i . e . ,  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  o f  t h e  o l d  courthouse: 
was s e t .  I n  t h e  meantime, Abram S t a p l e s ,  one of t h e  commissioners, was 
appointed b u i l d e r .  By J u l y  11, 1822, he had completed t h e  courthouse which 
was accepted by t h e  commissioners wi th  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
unspec i f i ed  d e f e c t i v e  bu i ld ing  m a t e r i a l s  be r ep laced .  Evident ly  M r .  Staple!. 
took c a r e  of  t h e  problems, f o r  no f u r t h e r  mention o f  them appears i n  t h e  
Order Books. 
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