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Introduction 
 
 This bibliography is a compilation of sources that cover a range of African American 
historic topics in the Reconstruction Era, which is defined as the period between 1865 and 1896. 
The topics covered in this bibliography include but are not limited to African American religion, 
religious practices, cemeteries, funerary practices, and freedmen’s communities. A large amount 
of the listed scholarship contains a Virginia focus, while the rest has a national focus to provide a 
greater context. Some deal with political or Black history in general, both in Virginia and 
national contexts, to provide a contextual framework within which to place other scholarship and 
historic knowledge.  
 This bibliography has been compiled through three months of painstaking research 
during the Coronavirus-19 Pandemic. The methodology used began with locating highly useful, 
preferably Virginia centric works in each area of research. After determining their suitability 
through reading their introductions and conclusions, the researcher mined their bibliographies for 
all relevant sources. This cycle continued through other bibliographies within this train of 
research until time constraints forced the researcher to move on. When online, full text, versions 
of books were unavailable, the researcher instead substituted multiple book reviews for the 
introduction and conclusion. 
 This bibliography is a work in progress and new scholarship and historic works can be 
added as they are written or become available. Please report any broken links to 
lena.mcdonald@dhr.virginia.gov.  
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