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INTRODUCTION 

During  May and  June of 1978 ,  t h e  a u t h o r  r e c e i v e d  h i s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  a r e a  of  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  when c o n d u c t i n g  e x c a v a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  of  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks (VDHL) a t  t h e  Crab  O r c h a r d  s i t e ,  
a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  L a t e  Woodland v i l l a g e .  The a s s o c i a t e d  c e r a m i c s  
v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  i n  t e m p e r i n g  a g e n t s  and  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s ,  p r e s e n t i n g  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a n a l y s i s  and c u l t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  T h i s  l a r g e  
p o t t e r y  c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  p r o v e n i e n c e  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  i n i t i a t e  
t h i s  c e r a m i c  a n a l y s i s .  

The f i r s t  s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  f rom t h e  Crab  Orcha rd  s i t e .  She rd  
c o l l e c t i o n s  c u r a t e d  a t  t h e  VDHL f rom s i tes  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  and  P o w e l l  r i v e r  
d r a i n a g e s  t h e n  were s t u d i e d  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  A s  t h e  
a n a l y s i s  p r o g r e s s e d ,  t h e  a u t h o r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  compar ing  s h e r d s  f rom a l o n g  a  
r i v e r  s y s t e m  is  a n  e x c e l l e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  model f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  N a t i v e  
American c u l t u r a l  deve lopment .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i s  a r e a n a l y s i s  
of  s h e r d s  f r om D a u g h e r t y ' s  Cave ,  a d e e p l y  s t r a t i f i e d  s i t e  ( B e n t h a l l  1 9 7 9 ) ,  
and from C.G. H o l l a n d ' s  (1970)  s u r v e y  c o l l e c t i o n s  c u r a t e d  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Museum of N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n .  Over a p e r i o d  o f  s i x  y e a r s  
a  t o t a l  of 1 2 , 0 1 1  s h e r d s  f rom 24 sites were a n a l y z e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  A l l  sites 
i n  V i r g i n i a  w i t h i n  t h e  C l i n c h  and  Powe l l  r i v e r  d r a i n a g e s  which had c e r a m i c  
s amp le s  c u r a t e d  a t  e i t h e r  t h e  VDHL o r  t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  were  chosen  
f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  

A s  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  knowledge of c e r a m i c s  f rom a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  and  P o w e l l  r i v e r s  
i n c r e a s e d ,  he  wished  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  of c e r a m i c  w a r e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
ways: 1 )  t e m p o r a l  p l acemen t ,  2 )  s p a c i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  
env i ronmen t ,  and 3) s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  as a n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  
c o n n e c t e d n e s s  ( s i c )  and i n t e r a c t i o n  (Braun  and  P l o g  1982:504-525).  

I n  t h i s  s t u d y  ' s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n n e c t e d n e s s '  r e f e r s  t o  a  h i g h  l e v e l  of  
i n t e n s i t y  of  r e g i o n a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  s u g g e s t i n g  a  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  u n i t ,  s u c h  a s  
a t r i b e  o r  ch ie fdom.  ' I n t e r a c t i o n '  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  exchange  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
between t h e s e  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n n e c t e d  u n i t s .  The l a s t  a p p r o a c h  is of  s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  i t  complements  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  d e s i r e  t o  document 
which c e r a m i c  wares r e p r e s e n t  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  and which c e r a m i c s  i n d i c a t e  
o u t s i d e  c u l t u r e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
documenting t h e  dynamic i n t e r m i x i n g  between a  ch i e fdom l e v e l  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  
c u l t u r e  f rom T e n n e s s e e  and t h e  t r i b a l  l e v e l  c u l t u r e s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  A . D .  1200-1700.  

I n  o r d e r  t o  e x p l a i n  c e r a m i c  p a t t e r n s  i n  terms of c u l t u r a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  
b rough t  i n t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  o f  s t u d y .  These  d i s c u s s i o n s  on 
h i s t o r i c  d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s ,  s i t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  and  
s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n n e c t e d n e s s ,  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  and c o m p l e x i t y  w i l l  t i e  t h e  d a t a  
t o g e t h e r  i n  a  more mean ing fu l  f a s h i o n .  
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HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

The o n l y  h i s t o r i c  documen ta t i on  o f  N a t i v e  American s e t t l e m e n t  n e a r  t h e  C l i n c h  
and Powe l l  r i v e r s  i n  V i r g i n i a  is  a r e f e r e n c e  a l l u d i n g  t o  Che rokees  a t  Long 
I s l a n d  i n  t h e  H o l s t o n  R i v e r  a t  K i n g s p o r t ,  T e n n e s s e e .  Long I s l a n d ,  l o c a t e d .  
j u s t  f o u r  miles s o u t h  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  s t a t e  l i n e ,  was a p rominen t  l andmark  
on t h e  G r e a t  W a r r i o r s  P a t h  and a  l o g i c a l  m e e t i n g  p l a c e .  Acco rd ing  t o  Cherokee  
t r a d i t i o n ,  Long I s l a n d  was a n  a n c i e n t  t r e a t y  g round ,  and i n  1976 t h e  C i t y  o f  
K i n g s p o r t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  of  t h e  E a s t e r n  Band o f  t h e  Cherokee  
I n d i a n s  3 . 6 1  acres of t h e  i s l a n d  (King  1976:113-127).  

Thomas Walker ,  a p h y s i c i a n  who became a s u r v e y o r  f o r  t h e  L o y a l  Land Company, 
i n  a  j o u r n a l  e n t r y  w r o t e  of  h i s  1750  e x p e d i t i o n :  

I n  t h e  Fo rk  between H o l s t o n ' s  and  t h e  N o r t h  R i v e r ,  a r e  f i v e  I n d i a n  Houses 
b u i l t  w i t h  l o g s  and  c o v e r e d  w i t h  b a r k ,  and  t h e r e  were abundance  o f  Bones ,  
some whole P o t s  and  P a n s ,  some b roken  and  many p i e c e s  o f  mats and  C l o t h .  
On t h e  West S i d e  o f  t h e  Nor th  R i v e r  is f o u r  I n d i a n  Houses  s u c h  a s  b e f o r e  
ment ioned .  We went  f o u r  miles Below t h e  Nor th  R i v e r  and  Camped on  t h e  
Banks of  H o l s t o n ' s ,  o p p o s i t e  t o  a l a r g e  I n d i a n  F o r t  (Summers 1903:  7 9 8 ) .  

Dur ing  W a l k e r ' s  t r a v e l s  t h r o u g h  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  h e  n e v e r  saw a N a t i v e  
American o r  ment ioned  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  t w i c e  he s a w  e v i d e n c e  o f  N a t i v e  
Americans by t h e i r  t r a c k s .  He t r i e d  t o  o v e r t a k e  and meet w i t h  them,  s i n c e  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  F rench  and I n d i a n  War (1754-1763) had n o t  s t a r t e d ,  and  t h e  
s e t t l e r s  had f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  them (Summers 1903 ) .  

Long I s l a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e v e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  C h e r o k e e s .  
I n  1757 ,  R i c h a r d  P e a r i s ,  a  packho r se  man, was o p e r a t i n g  a  t r a d i n g  p o s t  a t  Long 
I s l a n d  f o r  t h e  O v e r h i l l  Che rokees .  L a t e r  i n  1760 ,  a f o r c e  a s s i g n e d  t o  c h a s t i s e  
t h e  Che rokees ,  commanded by C o l o n e l  W i l l i a m  Byrd and s u b s e q u e n t l y  by C o l o n e l  
Adam S t e p h e n ,  e r e c t e d  a f o r t  n e a r  Long I s l a n d  which was named i n  honor  o f  J o h n  
Robinson ,  a  bus ine s sman  i n  V i r g i n i a  l e a d  mines  (King  1976:113-127) .  

Dur ing  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  n e v e r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  any  permanent  N a t i v e  American v i l l a g e s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  However,  
t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  men t ioned  h u n t i n g  p a r t i e s  o f  p e o p l e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  e i t h e r  
Cherokee o r  Shawnee (Summers 1 9 0 3 ) .  

C l e a r l y ,  h i s t o r i c a l  documents  and  Cherokee  t r a d i t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
O v e r h i l l  Che rokees  l i v e s  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  K i n g s p o r t ,  T e n n e s s e e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  Che rokees ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  on  t h e  ch i e fdom l e v e l  of  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  
development  p r i o r  t o  European  c o n t a c t ,  a r e  t h e  b e s t  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  c a r r y i n g  
P l i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r a l  t r a i t s  i n t o  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  

But who were t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  N a t i v e  Amer icans  of  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a ?  The 
q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  unanswered .  B e s i d e s  p o s s i b l e  a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  Che rokee ,  
among t h e  b e s t  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  S i o u i a n  g r o u p s ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be on t h e  t r i b a l  
l e v e l  of s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  deve lopment .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  were e n c o u n t e r e d  by J o h n  
L e d e r e r ,  a  German t r a v e l e r  i n  1670 ,  and by Thomas B a t t s  and  R o b e r t  F a l l a m ,  
i n  1671 ,  unde r  commission from G e n e r a l  Abraham Wood. They documented t h e  
v i l l a g e s  of  S a u r a ,  Sapon ,  and T o t e r o  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  of  t h e  B lue  R i d g e  i n  
s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  is  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  c l o s e  p h y s i c a l  
s i m i l a r i t y  between t h e  two L a t e  Woodland c e r a m i c s ,  Dan R i v e r  Ware and  Wythe 
V a r i a n t ,  found  t o  t h e  e a s t  and west of t h e  B lue  R idge  e s c a r p m e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y  
(Ga rdne r  1980 ) .  



ENVIRONMENT 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  p r e h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Ridge  and  V a l l e y  P r o v i n c e  
of s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  h a s  shown t h a t  l a te  v i l l a g e s  a s  well a s  e a r l i e r  Woodland 
o c c u p a t i o n s  a r e  l o c a t e d  n o t  o n l y  on f l o o d p l a i n s ,  b u t  a l s o  on g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  
v a l l e y  f l o o r s ,  r i d g e s ,  h i l l s  and p l a t e a u s  ( H o l l a n d  1970:  1 1 4 ) .  T h i s  i s  
e x p l a i n e d  by B o t t  (1981:38-45)  i n  terms o f  two e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s :  1 )  
c o l l u v i a l  up l and  s o i l s  formed on g e n t l e  s l o p e s  from n e a r b y  l i m e s t o n e ,  
s a n d s t o n e ,  and s h a l e  a r e  o f t e n  p o t e n t i a l l y  more a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  t h a n  
t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  s o i l s ;  and  2 )  gaps  between f o r m i d a b l e  r i d g e s  o r  a t  t h e  head  
of a  major  d r a i n a g e  create s t r a t e g i c  l i n k s  i n  r e g i o n a l  t r a d e  and communica t ion  
ne tworks .  

B o t t  f o c u s e d  r e s e a r c h  a t  44RU7, a L a t e  Woodland up l and  v i l l a g e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  
head o f  B ig  Noccas in  C r e e k  w i t h  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Nor th  F o r k  of  t h e  H o l s t o n  
R i v e r  t h r o u g h  L i t t l e  Moccas in  Gap ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  A g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  s o i l s ,  
l i k e  t h o s e  a t  44RU7, a r e  rare i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  The s o i l s  and l o c a t i o n  of  
f o u r  o t h e r  up l and  L a t e  Woodland v i l l a g e s ,  44RU9, 44RUl1, 44WG1 (Keywood), and 
44WG12 ( S u l l i n s )  were examined by B o t t .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  f i v e  v i l l a g e s  are ' g a p '  
s i t e s ,  and a l l  are l o c a t e d  on s o i l s  t h a t  a r e  r a t e d  h i g h e r  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  t h a n  t h e  s o i l s  of  t h r e e  L a t e  Woodland f l o o d p l a i n  v i l l a g e s  - 44WG10 
(Mendota) ,  44WG15 ( O s b o r n e ) ,  and 44WG35 ( C o r n e l i u s )  - examined f o r  compa r i son .  

Of t h e  25 s i t e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e r a m i c  s t u d y ,  20 a r e  v i l l a g e s .  Of 
t h o s e  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  16  are l o c a t e d  on r i d g e s ,  p l a t e a u s ,  h i l l  t o p s ,  o r  v a l l e y  
f l o o r s ,  and o n l y  t h e  Sc0 t . t  County s i t e s  (44SC1, 4 ,  9 ,  and 1 3 )  a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
a  major  f l o o d p l a i n  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r .  Of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  5  s i t e s ,  3 a r e  
r o c k s h e l t e r s  and 2 ,  e a c h  less t h a n  a c r e  i n  s i z e ,  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  h a m l e t s .  

The abundance  of  n o n - f l o o d p l a i n  v i l l a g e  and  h a m l e t  s i t e s  f ound  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
a r e a  i s  p a r t l y  due t o  t h e  morphology o f  t h e  C l i n c h  and P o w e l l  r i v e r s  i n  t h e  
Ridge  and V a l l e y  P r o v i n c e .  Both  r i v e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  much of  t h e i r  l e n g t h  are 
e x t r e m e l y  s e r p e n t i n e  and w e l l  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  r ugged  t e r r a i n ,  and have  l i m i t e d  
t racts  of f l o o d p l a i n  a l o n g  t h e i r  c o u r s e .  A l s o  due  t o  t h e  s e r p e n t i n e ,  e n t e n c h e d  
and f a s t  f l o w i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r i v e r s ,  t r a v e l e r s  r e l y i n g  on  water 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  would have  found  i t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
j ou rney  e x c e p t  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  -- down r i v e r .  F o o t  t r a v e l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  became 
a  ma jo r  means o f  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  communica t ion ,  c o n n e c t i n g  
v i l l a g e s  a l o n g  t h e  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  v a l l e y  f l o o r s  and t h r o u g h  r i d g e  g a p s .  Fo r  
example ,  a  s e c t i o n  of t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  Road r a n  f rom Moccasin Gap n e a r  t h e  Nor th  
Fo rk  H o l s t o n  R i v e r  t o  Cumberland Gap ma in ly  by way of  up land  v a l l e y s  and  gaps  
(Hyer  1928) .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  t r a i l  p a s s e d  n e a r  t h r e e  v i l l a g e  s i t e s ,  44LE10, 1 2 ,  
and 1 4 .  A s econd  t r a i l  from New R i v e r  v i a  B l u e f i e l d ,  C l i n c h  R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  
and  Powe l l  R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  and t h e n  t o  Cumberland Gap p robab ly  f o l l o w e d  up l and  
v a l l e y s  t h a t  g r a d u a l l y  c o a l e s c e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u n n i n g  d i r e c t l y  
a l o n g  t h e  banks  o f  t h e  C l i n c h  o r  Powe l l  r i v e r s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  R i d g e  and  
V a l l e y  P r o v i n c e  w i t h  i t s  accompanying r i v e r  and  v a l l e y  s y s t e m s  d i d  n o t  
c o n s t i t u t e  a  f o r m i d a b l e  o b s t a c l e  t h a t  h i n d e r e d  c o n t a c t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  c h a n n e l e d  
t r a d e  and communicat ion a l o n g  v a l l e y s  and t h r o u g h  mounta in  gaps .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  many e n v i r o n m e n t a l  zones  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  and Powe l l  r i v e r s  were 
u t i l i z e d  by t h e  Woodland p e o p l e .  Even t h e  l a t e s t  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  made t h e i r  
v i l l a g e s ,  h a m l e t s ,  and  camps i n  s e t t i n g s  t h a t  r anged  f rom f l o o d p l a i n  t o  
c o l l u v i a l  up l and  s o i l s  t o  r o c k s h e l t e r s  l o c a t e d  on h i g h  mounta in  r i d g e s .  
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CERAMICS 

The c e r a m i c s  found  i n  t h e  C l i n c h  and Powe l l  v a l l e y s  h e l p  t o  p l a c e  i n  t i m e  and  
s p a c e  t h e  complex p u z z l e  of i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  and  t h o s e  
p e o p l e  who l i v e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e a s t e r n  T e n n e s s e e .  F o r  
t h i s  s t u d y  a .  ware is  a g r o u p i n g  o f  p o t t e r y  t y p e s  of  similar method o f  
m a n u f a c t u r e ,  p a s t e ,  t e m p e r ,  and  v e s s e l  form which  o c c u r  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a l i t y  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  A t y p e  is a c l a s s  of  c e r a m i c s  o f  one  ware wh ich  
s h a r e  t h e  same s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  (Ga rdne r  1980:24) .  

EARLY CERAMICS 

Swannanoa Ware 

Swannanoa Ware is  a c r u s h e d - q u a r t z  t o  s a n d  t empe red  p o t t e r y  t h a t  was f i r s t  
d e s c r i b e d  by Holden (1966 )  and  l a te r  by Keel (1976:  260-266) i n  W e s t e r n  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a .  Work c o n d u c t e d  by W i l l i a m  P o r t e r  ( p e r s o n a l  communica t ion)  i n  a rock -  
s h e l t e r  (44WS88) n e a r  t h e  G u e s t  R i v e r  uncovered  t h e  Swannanoa F a b r i c  Marked 
Type b e n e a t h  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked Type p o t t e r y  ( F i g u r e  3) .  The w a r e ,  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  known i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  f rom c a .  600  B.C. 
The a u t h o r  knows o f  t h r e e  o t h e r  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  t h i s  ware f rom M c I l h a n y f s  
(1983:32-35) e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  44RU44, and  f rom H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970 )  s u r f a c e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  44SC4 and 9 .  A t  t h e s e  t h r e e  s i t e s ,  t h e  temper  r a n g e d  i n  s i z e  
f rom a f i n e  s a n d  t o  a medium c r u s h e d - q u a r t z ,  and  i n c l u d e d  a  few p o s s i b l e  
Swannanoa Cord Marked Type s h e r d s .  Watts B a r ,  a s i m i l a r  ware o r i g i n a l l y  
d e f i n e d  i n  e a s t e r n  T e n n e s s e e ,  t e n d s  t o  'be t h i c k e r  w i t h  a  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  
of  c r u s h e d  q u a r t z  ( L a f f e r t y  1981:307-314) .  

Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked Type 

Long Branch F a b r i c  Harked Type a l o n g  w i t h  t h r e e  o t h e r  l i m e s t o n e  tempered  t y p e s -  
Mulber ry  Creek  P l a i n ,  Wr igh t  Check S tamped ,  and  B l u f f  C reek  S imp le  Stamped 
- were f i r s t  d e f i n e d  by Haag (1939 )  f rom p o t t e r y  found  i n  t h e  P i ckwick  B a s i n  
(1942:509-526) i n  n o r t h e r n  Alabama. T h e r e  t h e  ware seemed a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  Copena c u l t u r a l  complex.  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked Type h a s  been  d a t e d  
t o  a s  e a r l y  a s  350 B.C. ( L a f f e r t y  1981 ) .  A l a r g e  s amp le  of  Long Branch  F a b r i c  
Marked Type ( F i g u r e  4 )  d e r i v e d  from a s t r a t u m  l o c a t e d  below a f e a t u r e  
r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  t o  A . D .  302+70, was r e c o v e r e d  by B e n t h a l l  (1979:41-50)  d u r i n g  
t h e  t e s t i n g  of D a u g h e r t y ' s  Cave (44RU14). A few s h e r d s  of  t h i s  t y p e  were n o t e d  
from a r o c k s h e l t e r  i n  Wise County (44WS85, VDHL f i l e s ) ,  f rom 44LE76 (VDHL 
f i l e s ) ,  and f rom H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  c o l l e c t i o n  f rom s i t e s  i n  R u s s e l l  (44RU1, 
2 ,  3A, 3B, 9 ,  and  11 )  and S c o t t  (44SC4, 9 ,  and 1 3 )  c o u n t i e s .  

N u l b e r r v  Creek  P l a i n  T v ~ e  

A sample  of Mu lbe r ry  Creek  P l a i n  Type was e x c a v a t e d  by B e n t h a l l  (1979:41-50)  
a t  D a u g h e r t y ' s  Cave ,  ma in ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Wr igh t  Check Stamped and  B l u f f  
Creek  S imple  Stamped t y p e s  ( F i g u r e  5 ) .  F lc I lhany  (1983:32-35) may have  
i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  t y p e  f rom 44RU44. 

Wr igh t  Check S t a m ~ e d  T v ~ e  

B e n t h a l l  a t  D a u g h e r t y ' s  Cave uncove red  a l a r g e  s amp le  of  Wrigh t  Check Stamped 
Type r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  t o  A.D. 302k70 f rom a f e a t u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  L e v e l  
4  ( F i g u r e  5 ) .  The t y p e  h a s  been  n o t e d  from two r o c k s h e l t e r s  i n  Wise County  
(44WS24, Roge r s  1982:22 ,  and 44WS85 VDHL f i l e s )  f rom 44LE76 (VDHL f i l e s ) ,  and  
f rom 44RU44 (Hc I lhany  1983:32-35) .  
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F i g u r e  3: Swannanoa F a b r i c  Marked s h e r d s  f rom 44WS88. Top 
l e f t  is  a  rim s h e r d .  

F i g u r e  4 :  Long Branch F a b r i c  Marked s h e r d s  f rom 44RU14. Bottom 
t w o  s h e r d s  a r e  i n c i s e d .  



B l u f f  C reek  S imp le  Stamped Type 

B l u f f  C reek  S imp le  Stamped Type ,  p roduced  w i t h  a c a r v e d  wooden p a d d l e ,  was 
r e c o v e r e d  by B e n t h a l l  (1979:  41-50) a t  Daughe r ty  ' s  Cave a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  and  
s l i g h t l y  above  Wr igh t  Check Stamped Type ( F i g u r e  5 ) .  The t y p e  was i d e n t i f i e d  
a t  two s i t e s  f rom H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970 )  c o l l e c t i o n  (44RU2 and  44WS1), M c I l h a n y ' s  
(1983:32-35) e x c a v a t i o n  a t  44RU44, and  Roge r s  (1982:22)  work a t  44WS24. 

Connes t ee  Ware 

Connes t ee  Ware i s  a sand  t empe red  p o t t e r y  t h a t  was f i r s t  d e f i n e d  by Holden  
(1966 )  and l a t e r  by Kee l  (1976:247-255) i n  w e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  R e c e n t  
work by PlcIlhany (1983 )  a t  44RU44 h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  C o n n e s t e e  S imp le  Stamped ( o r  
b r u s h e d ) ,  Connes t ee  P l a i n ,  and  C o n n e s t e e  Cord Marked s h e r d s  f rom a c o n t e x t  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c u t  mica  ( a  m i n e r a l  n o t  n a t i v e  t o  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a ) ,  
p o l y h e d r a l  c o r e s  and  b l a d e s ,  and  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s  o f  515  f 560 B.C. ,  A . D .  
180  f 115, and A.D. 410 f 8 0  ( F i g u r e  6 ) .  The a c c e p t e d  r a n g e  f o r  t h e  c e r a m i c s  
is A.D.  100-600. C o n n e s t e e  Ware was i d e n t i f i e d  f rom H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  s u r f a c e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  44LE14 and  1 7 ,  and  a t  44LE76 (VDHL f i l e s ) .  

Candy Creek  Cord Marked Type 

Candy Creek  Cord Marked,  a  l i m e s t o n e  tempered  P l idd le  Woodland t y p e ,  was 
ment ioned  by Lewis  and  Kneberg (1946 :  102)  i n  t h e i r  Hiwassee I s l a n d  r e p o r t  b u t  
was n o t  f o r m a l l y  d e f i n e d  u n t i l  1961  (Knebe rg ) .  Evans  (1955:131)  n o t e d  a 
s i m i l a r i t y  between Candy Creek  and  Rad fo rd  wares, a l t h o u g h  now Rad fo rd  Ware 
s h o u l d  be  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  L a t e  Woodland P e r i o d .  Chapman (1973 )  and  Keel 
(1976:222)  n o t e d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Candy Creek  Ware w i t h  C o n n e s t e e  Ware. 
ivIcIlhany (1983:32-35) found  t h e  same a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  44RU44 ( F i g u r e  7 ) .  The 
A r r i n g t o n  s i t e  (44WG27) n e a r  Abingdon,  V i r g i n i a ,  o f f e r s  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
Candy Creek  Cord Marked Type ( B a r t l e t t  1980:35-48) .  A t  t h e  A r r i n g t o n  s i t e ,  
d a t e d  A . D .  890f  160 ,  89% of  t h e  1 , 0 2 1  s h e r d s  we re  cord-marked and l i m e s t o n e  
tempered  w h i l e  9% were p l a i n .  No ne t - impre s sed  s h e r d s  which would r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  l a t e r  Radford  Ware, were found .  It is  i m p o s s i b l e ,  g i v e n  a  few body s h e r d s ,  
t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  Candy Creek  Cord Marked f rom Rad fo rd  Cord !.larked. However,  
w i t h  a  l a r g e r  sample  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  r i m  s h e r d s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  become e v i d e n t .  
Candy Creek  Cord Harked i s  u n d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  r i m s ,  w h i l e  Rad fo rd  Cord 
Marked e x h i b i t s  d e c o r a t e d  f l a r i n g  rims w i t h  s t r a p  h a n d l e s  and c a s t e l l a t i o n s .  
The a c c e p t e d  d a t e  f o r  Candy C r e e k  Cord Marked is w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d  A . D .  100- 
900.  S i t e s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  Candy C r e e k  Cord Marked i n c l u d e  44RU44 ( i4cI lhany  1983 )  
44LE71 (IqcGuire and  G e i e r  1 9 8 4 ) ,  44LE76 (VDHL f i l e s ) ,  and  a  component  o f  
r o c k s h e l t e r  44WS24 (Rodger  1982 :22 ) .  

Comments 

The above  c e r a m i c  t y p e s  i l l u s t r a t e  i n t e r a c t i o n  be tween  i n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r e s  
i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  and p e o p l e  l i v i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t .  
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  R idge  and  V a l l e y  P r o v i n c e  of  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  i t s  
accompanying r i v e r  and  v a l l e y  s y s t e m s  d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  f o r m i d a b l e  o b s t a c l e  
t h a t  h i n d e r e d  c o n t a c t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  c h a n n e l e d  t r a d e  and  communica t ion ,  e v e n  as 
e a r l y  as 1 , 8 0 0  y e a r s  ago .  Swannanoa Ware, ma in ly  f a b r i c  i m p r e s s e d ,  f o l l o w e d  
i n  time by Long Branch  F a b r i c  Harked  Type and  Candy Creek  Cord Plarked Type 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  ea r l ies t  E a s t e r n  Woodland T r a d i t i o n  p o t t e r y  i n  s o u t h w e s t  
V i r g i n i a .  A s  s u c h ,  t h e s e  w a r e s  may be s e e n  as e x p r e s s i n g  i n d i g e n o u s  p o t t e r y  
making i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  



F i g u r e  5 :  44RU14 l i m e s t o n e  tempered s h e r d s .  Top row l e f t  t o  
r i g h t :  B l u f f  Creek  Simple Stamped, Wright  Check Stamped 
t e t r a p o d a l ,  Mulberry Creek  P l a i n .  Bottom row: Wright  
Check Stamped. 
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F i g u r e  6 :  Connes tee  Simple Stamped and Cord Yarked (upper  left) 
s h e r d s  from 44RU44. 



F i g u r e  7 :  Candy Creek  Cord Marked and Wright  Check Stamped ( lower  
l e f t )  t y p e s  from 44RU44. Top row l e f t  and midd le  a r e  r i m  s h e r d s .  

F i g u r e  8 :  Radford Ware r i m  s h e r d s  from 44TZ1. Top row l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  
smoothed-over corncob o v e r  c o r d ,  corncob o v e r  n e t ,  c a s t e l l a t i o n  
above s t r a p  h a n d l e ,  i n c i s e d  p l a i n .  N idd le  row: p l a i n .  Bottom 
row: c o r d ,  n e t ,  p l a i n ,  



Wrigh t  Check S tamped ,  B l u f f  C reek  S imp le  Stamped t y p e s ,  and  C o n n e s t e e  Ware, 
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  S o u t h e r n  Appa l ach i an  Stamped T r a d i t i o n ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  a n  
i n t r u s i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  c e r a m i c s  t h a t  e n t e r e d  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  A . D .  100-600. I n  f a c t ,  a  s t r o n g  case may be  made f o r  Connes t ee  Ware, 
w i t h  i ts a s s o c i a t e d  p o l y h e d r a l  c o r e s  and  b l a d e s ,  and c u t  m ica ,  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a n  a c t u a l  movement of  p e o p l e  i n t o  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  D i c k e n s  (1980:34-46) 
h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  c e r a m i c  d i v e r s i t y  a t  t h i s  time is  i n d i c a t i v e  
o f  a h i g h l y  dynamic p e r i o d  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p r e h i s t o r y .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h i s  
c u l t u r a l  t u r b u l e n c e  a f f e c t e d  even  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  of  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  

LATER CERAMTCS 

Radford  Ware 

Evans (1955:64-68) o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  f i v e  t y p e s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  tempered  
ware: Knot Roughened and Net I m p r e s s e d ,  Cord Xa rked ,  F a b r i c  Impre s sed  P l a i n ,  
and Page Cord Harked .  H o l l a n d  (1970:64-67) added  two o t h e r  t y p e s  t o  t h e  
s e r i e s :  S c r a p e d  and Stamped.  

The a u t h o r ' s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t y p e s  w i t h i n  Rad fo rd  Ware d i f f e r s  f rom t h e  
above .  Page  Cord Marked is a  s e p a r a t e  ware d i s t r i b u t e d  m a i n l y  on t h e  uppe r  
James and  Shenandoah r i v e r s  and  s h o u l d  n o t  be subsumed w i t h i n  Rad fo rd  Ware. 
Page h a s  s o l e l y  cord-marked s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s ,  whe rea s  Rad fo rd  i s  
p redominan t l y  c o r d  and n e t - i m p r e s s e d .  Page commonly h a s  added  s t r i p s  f o rming  
c o l l a r e d  rims t h a t  a r e  c o r d  d e c o r a t e d .  Rad fo rd  se ldom h a s  t h i c k e n e d  r i m s  and 
n e v e r  h a s  c o r d  d e c o r a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  r i m  (Manson e t  a l .  1944 ,  E g l o f f  and Hodges 
1982:  19-21) .  Rad fo rd  F a b r i c  Marked Type is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  Long Branch  F a b r i c  
?larked Type of t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  and s h o u l d  n o t  be i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Rad fo rd  
Ware. 

The most d i a g n o s t i c  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  Rad fo rd  c e r a m i c s  i s  t h e  
combined o c c u r r e n c e  of  n e t  and cord-marked s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  on v e s s e l s  which 
may have  c o n s t r i c t e d  n e c k s ,  s t r a p  h a n d l e s ,  and l i m i t e d  d e c o r a t i o n  ( F i g u r e  8 ) .  
These  c r i t e r i a  r e s t r i c t  t h e  w a r e ' s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  ma in ly  t o  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  
a l o n g  t h e  New and T e n n e s s e e  r i v e r  d r a i n a g e s ,  and  ma in ly  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  A . D .  
1000-1700. To t h e  e a s t ,  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  B l u e  Ridge  e s c a r p m e n t  and  t h e  Dan R i v e r  
r e g i o n ,  ne t - impre s sed  l i m e s t o n e  and  s a n d  tampered  c e r a m i c s  a r e  more common, 
bu t  t h e y  d e c r e a s e  i n  f r e q u e n c y  as one  p r o g r e s s e s  w e s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  down t h e  
Tennes see  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  i n t o  T e n n e s s e e  o r  a l o n g  t h e  New R i v e r  i n t o  West 
V i r g i n i a .  Corncob Impre s sed  Type ,  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o g n i z e d  w i t h i n  Rad fo rd  
Ware, o c c u r s  on s i t e s  p r o b a b l y  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  A . D .  1500-1700. 

T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  l i m e s t o n e  t empe red  ne t - impre s sed  v e s s e l s  i n  a r e a s  n e a r  
s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a r e a s  f u r t h e r  s o u t h e a s t ,  which do p r o b a b l y  
d a t e  f rom t h e  l a t e  Middle  Woodland p e r i o d .  Such  s h e r d s  f rom t h e  Wautaga 
R e s e r v o i r  i n  e a s t e r n  T e n n e s s e e  were  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  t o  A . D .  658 4 152 and 
680 4 157 ( R i g g s  1985 ) .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  s u r f a c e  t r e a t  a  v e s s e l  
w i t h  a  n e t  e x i s t e d  by t h e  l a t e  Midd l e  Woodland p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  
e a s t  i n  t h e  Piedmont  of  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  where a  ne t - impre s sed  c r u s h e d - q u a r t z  
t y p e  was d e f i n e d  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  Uwhar r i e  Ware (Coe 1952:  307-308) .  But i n  t h e  
C l i n c h  and P o w e l l  r i v e r  d r a i n a g e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no f i r m  e v i d e n c e  f o r  ne t - impre s sed  
s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  (Rad fo rd  Ware and Wythe V a r i a n t  Dan R i v e r  Ware) u n t i l  t h e  
L a t e  Woodland P e r i o d .  



Pisrrah Ware 

P i s g a h  Ware was f i r s t  d e s c r i b e d  by Holden (1966 )  and l a t e r  by D i c k e n s  (1976)  
f o r  t h e  Appa l ach i an  Summit r e g i o n .  The ware, which p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  f r om A . D .  
1000-1450, h a s  a  f i n e  t o  c o a r s e  s and  t empe r  and f o u r  a s s o c i a t e d  t y p e s  - 
R e c t i l i n e a r ,  C u r v i l i n e a r ,  and  Check S tamped ,  and P l a i n .  The d i a g n o s t i c  
t h i c k e n e d  r i m s  a r e  h i g h l y  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  p a r a l l e l  rows o f  s h o r t  d i a g o n a l  
p u n c t a t i o n s  ( F i g u r e  9 ) .  Ho l l and  (1970 )  and  t h e  a u t h o r  (VDHL f i l e s )  o b s e r v e d  
t h e  ware from n i n e  s i t e s  i n  Lee (44LE10, 1 4 ,  and 1 7 ) ,  S c o t t  (44SC4, 9 ,  and 
1 3 ) ,  and R u s s e l l  (44RU7 and  9) c o u n t i e s ,  and  one  r o c k s h e l t e r  i n  Wise County 
(44WS24, Roge r s  1982 :22 ) .  The c e r a m i c s  f r om s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  p r o b a b l y  f a l l  
i n t o  t h e  l a t e  subphase  ( c a .  A . D .  1200-1450) o f  t h e  P i s g a h  P h a s e .  

Wythe V a r i a n t  Dan R i v e r  Ware 

Wythe V a r i a n t  of  t h e  Dan R i v e r  Ware i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  wes t  o f  t h e  B l u e  R idge  
e sca rpmen t  and  o c c u r s  i n f r e q u e n t l y  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r .  A s  t h e  name 
s u g g e s t s  t h e  v a r i a n t  h a s  c l o s e  p h y s i c a l  s imilar i t ies  and  p e r h a p s  c u l t u r a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  Dan R i v e r  Ware found  i n  t h e  P iedmont  o f  V i r g i n i a  and  Nor th  
C a r o l i n a  (Ga rdne r  1980 ) .  The ware e x h i b i t s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i e t y  i n  t emper  
s i z e  f rom sand  t o  small c r u s h e d  q u a r t z .  The t y p e s  i d e n t i f i e d  by H o l l a n d  (1970 )  
and t h e  a u t h o r  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  i n  R u s s e l l  (44RU7, 9 ,  1 1 ,  1 3 ,  and  1 4 ) ,  
S c o t t  (44SC4),  and T a z e w e l l  (44TZ1, 7 ,  and 5 1 )  c o u n t i e s  i n c l u d e d  Cord Marked,  
Net I m p r e s s e d ,  and P l a i n  ( F i g u r e  1 0 ) .  Dan R i v e r  Ware d a t e s  t o  c a .  A . D .  
1300-1700 i n  t h e  P iedmont ,  w h i l e  t h e  Wythe V a r i a n t  found a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  
w i t h  i t s  p reponde rance  of  n e t  and p l a i n  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  may d a t e  t o  p o s t  
A . D .  1500.  

LATE SHELL TEMPERED WARES 

E a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  by Evans  (1955:56-60) and  H o l l a n d  (1970:61-63) combined a l l  
t y p e s  of s h e l l  t empered  ( g a s t r o p o d  and m u s s e l )  s h e r d s  i n t o  one  series -- New 
R i v e r .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  f o u r  wares  w i t h  s h e l l  temper  were  i d e n t i f i e d :  
L imes tone /Gas t ropod  S h e l l  Ware, Gas t ropod  S h e l l  Ware, D a l l a s  Ware,  and  Musse l  
S h e l l  Ware ( F i g u r e  1 1 ) .  

L imes tone /Gas t ropod  S h e l l  Ware 

Dur ing  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  s h e r d s  from t h e  Crab  Orcha rd  v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  44TZ1, t h e  
a u t h o r  was s u r p r i s e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  a small p e r c e n t a g e  was t empe red  w i t h  
a  m i x t u r e  of  c r u s h e d  l i m e s t o n e  and  f r e s h w a t e r  g a s t r o p o d  s h e l l ,  a c o m p o s i t e  
temper  n o t e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  a t  a  number of  s i t e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Keywood v i l l a g e  
s i t e  (44WG1) i n  Washing ton  County.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t  and t h e  f r e q u e n c y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  a c r o s s  44TZ1 of  t h e  R a d f o r d  and 
t h e  L imes tone /Gas t ropod  S h e l l  wares h a s  l e d  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b o t h  
wa re s  were made by p e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  same c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  

G a s t r o ~ o d  S h e l l  Ware 

The Gas t ropod  S h e l l  Ware is  similar t o  t h e  Rad fo rd  Ware and  t h e  L imes tone /  
Gas t ropod  Ware i n  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t ,  f r e q u e n c y ,  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  
Crab  Orcha rd  v i l l a g e  s i t e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 ) .  However,  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  wares. An a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  c e r a m i c s  
f rom 44TZ1 and  from D a u g h e r t y ' s  Cave,  44RU14, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  G a s t r o p o d  
S h e l l  Ware d o e s  n o t  d a t e  as e a r l y  a s  Rad fo rd  Ware. 



F i g u r e  9 :  P i s g a h  R e c t i l i n e a r  Compl ica ted  Stamped s h e r d s  from 4 4 S C 1 3 .  

F i g u r e  10 :  Crushed q u a r t z  tempered s h e r d s  from 44TZl. Top row l e f t  
t o  r i g h t :  p robab ly  a  Q u a l l a  'L' shaped p l a i n  r i m  and Q u a l l a  
P l a i n  t y p e  s h e r d .  Bottom row: p robab ly  Wythe V a r i a n t  Dan 
R i v e r  Cord and Net Impressed  t y p e s .  



Figure 11: Temper types in sherd profiles. Top row left to right: 
crushed quartz, no temper. Middle row: limestone, mussel 
shell. Bottom row: gastropod, ~imestone/gastropod. 

Figure 12: Gastropod Shell Ware from 44TZ1. Top row left to right: 
cord marked rim, plain rim. Bottom row: corncob impressed 
below area of strap handle attachment, net impressed. 



It was commonly used  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  i n  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  and  d e c l i n e d  
i n  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Musse l1  S h e l l  Ware. I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  
d a t a  s u g g e s t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  s t a g e s  of  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  t h e  
same c u l t u r a l  g roup  of  p e o p l e  was t e m p e r i n g  i t s  v e s s e l s  w i t h  e i t h e r  c r u s h e d  
l i m e s t o n e  a n d / o r  g a s t r o p o d  s h e l l  and t h a t  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  one  o r  t h e  o t h e r  
d i d  v a r y  t h r o u g h  time. The ware  was i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  i n  R u s s e l l  
(44RU1, 3A, 3B, 7 ,  9 ,  1 3 ,  and 1 4 ) ,  S c o t t  (44SC1, and  1 3 ) ,  and T a z e w e l l  (44TZ1, 
2 ,  and 7 )  c o u n t i e s .  

D a l l a s  Ware 

D a l l a s  Ware, d i r e c t l y  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r e s  i n  e a s t e r n  
T e n n e s s e e ,  e x h i b i t s  musse l  s h e l l  t emper  w i t h  cord-marked o r  p l a i n  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t s  ( F i g u r e  1 3 ) .  S t r a p  h a n d l e s ,  l u g s ,  i n c i s i n g ,  and n o t c h e d  f i l l e t s  
are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Dallas Ware which d a t e s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  of  p o s t  A . D .  1300  
(Lewis  and Kneberg 1946:94-102) .  Dallas Ware was i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  
i n  Lee County a t  44LE10, 1 4 ,  and  17 .  

Musse l  S h e l l  Ware 

The D a l l a s  Ware i n f l u e n c e  f rom Tennes see  d u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  Woodland and  
P r o t o h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d s  was q u i t e  s t r o n g  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r .  I t  b l e n d e d  
i n  v a r i o u s  ways w i t h  l o c a l  c e r a m i c s ,  a c q u i r i n g  two new s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  
t e c h n i q u e s  - n e t  and  c o r n c o b  ( F i g u r e  1 4 ) .  T h i s  ' w a r e  which e x h i b i t s  
p r e d o m i n a t e l y  p l a i n  s u r f a c e  i s  i n  marked c o n t r a s t  t o  R a d f o r d ,  
L imes tone /Gas t ropod  S h e l l ,  and  Gas t ropod  S h e l l  w a r e s  which a r e  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  
n e t  and cord-marked. 

A s t u d y  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Cherokee  towns ( E g l o f f  1967:44-46) of S e t t a c c o  and  
G r e a t  T e l l i c o  a l o n g  t h e  L i t t l e  T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r  i n  T e n n e s s e e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  80% 
of  t h e  s h e r d s  are m u s s e l  s h e l l  t empered  w i t h  p l a i n  o r  b u r n i s h e d  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t s ,  and t h a t  5% a r e  musse l  s h e l l  t empe red  w i t h  c o r d  m a r k i n g s .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  O v e r h i l l  Cherokee  towns a l o n g  t h e  main t r a d i n g  p a t h  were 
domina ted  by t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  S h e l l  Tempered T r a d i t i o n  ( E g l o f f  1 9 6 7 ) .  T h i s  
t r a d i t i o n  r e a c h e d  even  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  
s t a g e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  a t  t h e  Crab  Orcha rd  s i t e  (44TZ1) ,  a  L a t e  Woodland t o  
P r o t o h i s t o r i c  v i l l a g e .  The ware, which p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  A.D. 1300- 
1700 ,  was i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  i n  R u s s e l l  (44RU1, 3A, 7 ,  9 ,  1 1 ,  and  1 4 ) ,  
S c o t t  (44SC1, 9 ,  and 1 3 ) ,  and T a z e w e l l  (44TZ1 and 51) c o u n t i e s .  



F i g u r e  13:  She rds  from 44LE10. Top row l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  P i s g a h  
R e c t i l i n e a r  Compl ica ted  Stamped, Dallas P l a i n  d i s c o i d a l  
and two f o l d e d  r i m s .  Bottom row: D a l l a s  Cord and P l a i n  
t y p e s ,  and a s t r a p  h a n d l e .  

F i g u r e  14 :  Mussel  S h e l l  Ware from 44TZ1. Top row l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  
n e t  impressed  r i m ,  i n c i s e d  p l a i n  r i m ,  i n c i s e d  p l a i n .  
Bottom row: c o r d  marked, p l a i n  r i m ,  smoothed-over c o r d  
marked r i m .  



SITE DESCRIPTIONS AND CE3AMIC DATA 

The t y p e  and s i z e  of a s i t e  and  i ts  l o c a t i o n  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  env i ronmen t  are 
a l l  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between c e r a m i c  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n n e c t e d n e s s ,  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  and c o m p l e x i t y .  
I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  g i v e s  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s i t e  
s i z e  and t y p e  and c e r t a i n  g e o g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  s o i l  c h a r a c t e r  and  s i t e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  g a p s  and  p a r t i c u l a r  s o u r c e s  of  w a t e r .  I n  s o u t h w e s t  
V i r g i n i a  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  and  P o w e l l  r i v e r s  where f l o o d p l a i n  s o i l s  a r e  r a r e ,  
v i l l a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  c o l l u v i a l  u p l a n d  s o i l s ,  g a p s ,  h e a d w a t e r  
s e t t i n g s ,  s m a l l  s t r e a m s ,  and  s p r i n g s  become v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  v i l l a g e  p l acemen t .  

Throughout  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of ceramic d a t a ,  t h e  a u t h o r  s t r e s s e s  on t h e  one  
hand ,  t h e  c e r a m i c  wares and a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  s o c i o -  
c u l t u r a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  C l i n c h  and  P o w e l l  r i v e r s ,  a n d ,  on  t h e  
o t h e r , t h o s e  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e  i n f l u e n c e s  f rom o u t s i d e  t h e  r e g i o n .  Swannanoa, 
Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked ,  Candy C r e e k  Cord Marked,  R a d f o r d ,  
L imes t one /Gas t ropod  S h e l l ,  and Gas t ropod  S h e l l  w a r e s ,  and  f a b r i c ,  c o r d ,  and  
ne t - impre s sed  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  g r a d u a l  change  t h r o u g h  t i m e  
o f  E a s t e r n  Woodland T r a d i t i o n  c e r a m i c s .  Super imposed  upon t h i s  r a t h e r  complex 
p i c t u r e  of  change  and i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Woodland T r a d i t i o n  a r e  
t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  i n f u s i o n s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A p p a l a c h i a n  Stamped T r a d i t i o n  
a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by Wr igh t  Check S tamped ,  B l u f f  C reek  S imp le  S tamped ,  C o n n e s t e e  
and P i s g a h  w a r e s ,  and t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  S h e l l  Tempered T r a d i t i o n  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  
by t h e  Dallas and PIussel S h e l l  wa re s .  

O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a g e n e r a l i z e d  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of i n t e r a c t i o n  between 
t h e  S o u t h e r n  Appa l ach i an  and  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r e s  of  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  and  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  p e o p l e  of  s o u t h w e s t  
V i r g i n i a  is i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c e r a m i c  d a t a .  L a t e r ,  f o u r  l e v e l s  
of  i n t e r a c t i o n  between M i s s i s s i p p i a n / C h e r o k e e  and  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  are 
h y p o t h e s i z e d :  I )  a  u n i t  o f  c u l t u r a l  i n t r u s i o n ,  2 )  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  and m i x t u r e  
of  p e o p l e ,  3 )  l i m i t e d  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  and  4) l i t t l e  o r  no c o n t a c t  w i t h  i n d i g e n o u s  
p e o p l e .  

Two methods  of  a n a l y s i s  were a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  1 2 , 0 1 1  s h e r d s  s t u d i e d .  From 44TZ1, 
o n l y  s h e r d s  l a r g e r  t h a n  1 s q u a r e  i n c h  were s t u d i e d .  From t h e  o t h e r  s i t e s ,  
a l l  t h e  s h e r d s ,  e x c e p t  v e r y  small o n e s  where s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  be  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  were  a n a l y z e d .  I n  t h e  c e r a m i c  t a b l e s ,  t h e  s h e r d s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  
by t h e i r  r e p o s i t o r y ,  e i t h e r  SMTH ( S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  H o l l a n d ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n )  o r  VDHL ( V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  of  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks)  . 
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44LE10 

The C a r t e r  Robinson  mound and s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e  are l o c a t e d  on a  low r i d g e  
o v e r l o o k i n g  a s m a l l  b r a n c h  t h a t  f l o w s  500 meters s o u t h  i n t o  I n d i a n  Creek .  
The mound measures  3  t o  4 m e t e r s  h i g h  and is 35  m e t e r s  i n  d i a m e t e r .  T h i s  s t u d y  
i n c l u d e s  31 s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  f rom H o l l a n d ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  and 3 3  s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  
from t h e  VDHL c o l l e c t i o n .  



The s h e r d s  a r e  overwhelmingly  Dallas P l a i n  and  Dallas Cordmarked t y p e s  w i t h  
one  example o f  a  s t r a p  h a n d l e  ( F i g u r e  1 3 ) ,  and  two example s  of l u g s  - o n e  
c i r c u l a r  and  one  e l o n g a t e d  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  One P i s g a h  R e c t i l i n e a r  Compl i ca t ed  
Stamped s h e r d  came f rom t h e  s i t e ,  which is  o n l y  35 miles n o r t h  of  t h e  
s u b s t r u c t u r e  mounds i n v e s t i g a t e d  by Webb (1938 )  i n  t h e  N o r r i s  B a s i n  on t h e  
Powe l l  and C l i n c h  r i v e r s .  

A s u b s t r u c t u r e  mound 90 meters i n  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  b a s e  and  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
6  m e t e r s  i n  h e i g h t ,  t h e  E l y  Mound, s t a n d s  on a low r i d g e  100 m e t e r s  n o r t h  o f  
I n d i a n  Creek .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s  t h e  mound was t e s t e d  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  s q u a r e  
and s i d e  t r e n c h  by L u c i e n  C a r r ,  A s s i s t a n t  C u r a t o r  of  t h e  Peabody Museum o f  
Archaeology  and E thno logy  a t  Ha rva rd  U n i v e r s i t y .  C a r r  (1877:76)  n o t e d  t h e  
d e c a y i n g  s tumps  of a series of  c e d a r  p o s t s ,  f rom which  he s u r m i s e d  t h a t  t h e  
summit of t h e  mound had been o c c u p i e d  by a  b u i l d i n g  - p o s s i b l y  a  r o t u n d a  o r  
c o u n c i l  chamber .  By t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  numerous h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s ,  L u c i e n  
C a r r ,  i n  r e p o r t i n g  on h i s  e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  E l y  mound, was one  of t h e  f i r s t  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  l i n k  d e f i n i t i v e l y  t h e  N a t i v e  Amer icans  a t  t h e  time o f  European  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  mound c e n t e r s .  The E l y  mound h a s  n o t  been  plowed o r  d i s t u r b e d  
s i n c e  C a r r ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e t a i n s  much of  i ts  o r i g i n a l  h e i g h t .  A t  t h e  
t o p  of  t h e  mound, a s l i g h t  d e p r e s s i o n  which e x t e n d s  n o r t h w e s t  t o  i t s  edge  
p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  C a r r ' s  e x c a v a t i o n .  The mound h a s  a n  a p r o n  of s o i l  f i l l  
t h a t  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  l i k e l y  e v i d e n c e  of a  ramp o r  s e r i e s  of  s t e p s  
a s c e n d i n g  t h e  mound. S i n c e  n e i t h e r  t h e  mound nor  t h e  f i e l d s  t o  t h e  e a s t  and  
s o u t h  were e v e r  plowed by t h e  p r e s e n t  l andowne r ,  t h e r e  i s  no .known s u r f a c e  
c o l l e t i o n  of a r t i f a c t s  t o  s t u d y .  

T h i s  c i r c u l a r  v i l l a g e ,  one  a c r e  i n  e x t e n t ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  f l a t t e n e d  
d e p r e s s i o n  one  mile west of t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  Suga r  Run. No s t r e a m  is  n e a r b y ,  
b u t  w a t e r  is a v a i l a b l e  f rom a  s p r i n g .  From H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970 )  c o l l e c t i o n ,  67  
s h e r d s  were  a n a l y z e d  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  The Midd l e  Woodland p e r i o d  is r e p r e s e n t e d  
by 16  Connes t ee  Ware and  5  Candy Creek  Ware s h e r d s ,  w h i l e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  
c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e  is r e p r e s e n t e d  by 27 P i s g a h  R e c t i l i n e a r  Compl i ca t ed  Stamped 
s h e r d s  and 19 D a l l a s  Ware s h e r d s  i n c l u d i n g  one  s t r a p  h a n d l e .  

The one  t o  two-acre  v i l l a g e  s i t e  is l o c a t e d  on a  l o f t y  r i d g e  bounded by t h e  
U-shaped l o o p  of  t h e  P o w e l l  R i v e r  30 meters below.  The Powe l l  R i v e r  i s  
e n t r e n c h e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and is  n o t  b o r d e r e d  by bo t t omland .  Ho l l and  (1970 :19 )  
e x c a v a t e d  two s t r a t a  c u t s .  The f i r s t ,  Cut  A, was dug t o  a  d e p t h  of  40 cm. 
n e a r  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  r e c o v e r i n g  359 s h e r d s .  Cu t  B  was 
p l a c e d  23 m e t e r s  n o r t h  and s l i g h t l y  e a s t  of  t h e  f i r s t  c u t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
a  n o t i c e a b l e  r i s e ,  A r t i f a c t s  ( o n l y  34 s h e r d s )  were found  i n  l e n s e s  t o  a  d e p t h  
of 6 1  cm. a t  which p o i n t  a  pavement of 5  cm. t h i c k  w e a t h e r e d  l i m e s t o n e  s l a b s  
c o v e r e d  most  o f  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c u t  and  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  u n e x c a v a t e d  a r e a s .  
Benea th  t h e  pavement ,  t h e r e  was a  5 cm, l a y e r  of b l a c k  f i l l  r e s t i n g  on t h e  
r e d d i s h  c l a y  s u b s o i l .  The c h a r c o a l  f rom l e v e l  45-61 cm. was d a t e d  a t  A . D .  
1210 + 120 y e a r s .  The a u t h o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  f e a t u r e  e n c o u n t e r e d  by Cu t  
B  c o u l d  be  t h e  b a s e  o f  a  s u b s t r u c t u r e  mound.- The r i se  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  
l e n s i n g  of s o i l ,  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  ne twork  of  l i m e s t o n e  s l a b s ,  and  t h e  low d e n s i t y  
o f  s h e r d s  s u g g e s t  a  s t r u c t u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  mound f i l l .  Only 49 s h e r d s  were 
a n a l y z e d  from H o l l a n d ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T a b l e  I ) ,  C o n n e s t e e  Ware is r e p r e s e n t e d  
by two cord-marked s h e r d s ,  D a l l a s  Ware by 25 s h e r d s  i n c l u d i n g  2  s t r a p  h a n d l e s ,  
and P i s g a h  R e c t i l i n e a r  Compl i ca t ed  Stamped by 22 s h e r d s .  



I s l a n d  F i e l d  v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two a c r e s  i n  s i z e ,  is l o c a t e d  on a  
low r i d g e  250 m e t e r s  west o f  Mud Creek  which f l o w s  one  mile n o r t h  t o  t h e  Powe l l  
R i v e r .  The VDHL c o l l e c t i o n  o f  1 6 3  s h e r d s  was a n a l y z e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  f o r  t h i s  
s t u d y  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  Long Branch  F a b r i c  iqarked is r e p r e s e n t e d  by 3  s h e r d s  and 
Wrigh t  Check Stamped by one  t e t r a p o d a l - s u p p o r t  s h e r d .  One example  o f  Connes t ee  
Cord Marked was i d e n t i f i e d .  However,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  ( 1 5 8 )  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
s h e r d s  a r e  Candy Creek  Ware, p r o b a b l y  d a t i n g  t o  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d  A . D .  600-900. 

R u s s e l l  County 

T h i s  v i l l a g e ,  46 by 91  meters i n  s i z e ,  is  s i t u a t e d  on a  v a l l e y  f l o o r  100 m e t e r s  
wes t  o f  Loop Creek  and  f o u r  miles f rom i ts  h e a d w a t e r s .  117  s h e r d s  f rom 
H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T a b l e  2 )  were  a n a l y z e d .  The m a j o r i t y  ( 7 6 )  of  
t h e  s h e r d s  are Radford  Ware, b u t  37 s h e r d s  a r e  G a s t r o p o d  S h e l l  Ware w i t h  t h e  
same t y p e s  and  similar f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  a  
c l o s e  c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e  two t e m p e r i n g  a g e n t s  - l i m e s t o n e  and 
g a s t r o p o d  - and  may r e p r e s e n t  t h e  same c u l t u r a l  a s s emb lage  o f  p e o p l e .  Two 
s h e r d s  were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked,  w h i l e  two o t h e r  s h e r d s  
a r e  Plussel  S h e l l  P l a i n  and r e p r e s e n t  a  s l i g h t  N i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e .  

T h i s  one -ac r e  v i l l a g e  is l o c a t e d  on a v a l l e y  f l o o r  a l o n g  E l k  Garden Creek .  
A s t r a t a  c u t  was e x c a v a t e d  two f e e t  i n  f rom t h e  e r o d e d  bank of  t h e  c r e e k ,  
e n c o u n t e r i n g  c h a r c o a l  f l a k e d  s o i l  t o  a d e p t h  of  81 cm. T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  
761 s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  from H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970 )  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T a b l e  2 ) .  The m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  s h e r d s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as Rad fo rd  Ware, i n c l u d i n g  a n  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  
q u a n t i t y  of  ne t - impre s sed  ( 4 3 7 )  and  p l a i n - s u r f a c e d  (289 )  s h e r d s ,  and 28 co rd -  
marked s h e r d s .  The e a r l y  p e r i o d  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 4  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked 
s h e r d s  and 3 B l u f f  Creek  S imp le  Stamped s h e r d s .  

E lk  Garden v i l l a g e  s i t e  i s  j u s t  350 m e t e r s  n o r t h  o f  44RU2 on  a  v a l l e y  f l o o r  
a l o n g  E l k  Garden  Creek .  H o l l a n d ' s  i n f o r m a n t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  is  a c t u a l l y  
two i n t e r l o c k i n g  v i l l a g e  c i rc les .  From H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970 )  c o l l e c t i o n ,  270 s h e r d s  
were a n a l y z e d  f rom t h e  s o u t h e r n  c i r c l e ,  p a r t  A, and 155 s h e r d s  f rom t h e  
n o r t h e r n  c i r c l e ,  p a r t  B  ( T a b l e  2 ) .  The m a j o r i t y  ( 2 9 3 )  o f  t h e  s h e r d s  a r e  
Radford  Ware, i n c l u d i n g  171  ne t - impre s sed  s h e r d s ,  69  p l a i n - s u r f a c e d  s h e r d s ,  
5 1  cord-marked s h e r d s ,  and  2 co rncob - impre s sed  s h e r d s .  G a s t r o p o d  S h e l l  Ware 
compr ised  128  s h e r d s ,  w h i l e  a  s l i g h t  i 4 i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e  may be s u g g e s t e d  
by 2 Musse l  S h e l l  P l a i n  s h e r d s .  The t y p e s  and  f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t s  of  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  and g a s t r o p o d  tempered  s h e r d s  are s o  similar t h a t  
t h e y  may r e p r e s e n t  t h e  same c u l t u r a l  a s s emb lage  of  p e o p l e .  The e a r l y  p e r i o d  
is r e p r e s e n t e d  by 4  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked s h e r d s .  
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F i g u r e  19 :  Dallas Cordmarked vessel from 44SC13 (Fea. 15, pot 1). 

F i g u r e  20: Q u a l l a  P l a i n  v e s s e l  with f o u r  c a s t e l l a t i o n s  a b o v e  r i m  
n o d e s  f r o m  44SC13 ( F e a .  8 ,  p o t  1 ) .  



Othe r  v e s s e l s  i n c l u d e  a s h a l l o w  s q u a r i s h  bowl w i t h  nodes  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s ,  and  
a  g l o b u l a r  bowl w i t h  o p p o s i n g  s t r a p  h a n d l e s .  One of  t h e  cord-marked v e s s e l s  
is t o o  b a d l y  c r u s h e d  t o  r e s t o r e ,  w h i l e  t h e  s econd  is a s m a l l  g l o b u l a r  jar w i t h  
a  c o n s t r i c t e d  neck  and f i n g e r  p i n c h i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r i m  ( F i g u r e  1 9 ) .  The s e v e n t h  
v e s s e l  i s  a  c r u s h e d - q u a r t z  t e m p e r e d ,  p l a i n - s u r f a c e d  g l o b u l a r  jar w i t h  f o u r  
equa l l y - spaced  nodes  a l o n g  t h e  r i m  ove r  which are p l a c e d  c a s t e l l a t i o n s  ( F i g u r e  
2 0 ) .  The v e s s e l  s h a p e  and  temper  is r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  Q u a l l a  Ware a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  l a t e  Cherokee  c u l t u r e s  i n  w e s t e r n  Nor th  C a r o l i n a .  It is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  
a l l  s e v e n  v e s s e l s  were  made a t  t h e  s i t e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  v e s s e l s '  p a s t e  
q u a l i t i e s  and s h a p e s  were f a m i l i a r  and a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and s u g g e s t  a  s t r o n g  c u l t u r a l  t i e  t o  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  The 
o c c u r r e n c e  i n  mode ra t e  f r e q u e n c y  of  Musse l  S h e l l  Ware and  P i s g a h  s h e r d s  a t  
o t h e r  n e a r b y  s i tes  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h .  R i v e r  i n d i c a t e s  a movement o f  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n / C h e r o k e e  p e o p l e s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  mix ing  w i t h  l o c a l  s o c i e t i e s .  

T a z e w e l l  Countv 

The Crab  Orcha rd  v i l l a g e  s i t e  is s i t u a t e d  i n  a n  u p l a n d  v a l l e y  f l o o r  200 meters 
s o u t h  of t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r ,  which  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a small 
s t r e a m .  E l e v e n  m i l e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a t  T i p t o p ,  V i r g i n i a ,  is  t h e  b r e a k  
between t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  and  t h e  N e w  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e .  
E x t e n s i v e  e x c a v a t i o n  on t h e  C r a b  Orcha rd  s i t e  began  i n  1971 when Howard A .  
FIacCord of  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  examined a  s t r i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  S t a t e  R o u t e  632 (NacCord and Buchanan 
1980 ) .  I n  1978 ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  of  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks engaged  i n  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n  on a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s i t e  t h a t  would be  d i s t u r b e d  
by c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  p roposed  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  b u i l d i n g  ( E g l o f f  and  Reed 1980:  
130-148).  

These  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  a p a l i s a d e d  v i l l a g e  122 meters i n  d i a m e t e r  d a t e d  
t o  A . D .  1570 k 120 and  1610  +- 55  by two a c c e p t a b l e  r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e s .  The 
1978 r e s e a r c h  uncove red  t h r e e  c i r c u l a r  house  u n i t s  e a c h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 . 6  
meters i n  d i a m e t e r ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h r e e  p a l i s a d e s ,  a  l a r g e  19 .5  by 9  t o  12  meter 
s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  s t r u c t u r e ,  and  a s s o r t e d  s t o r a g e  and  b u r i a l  p i t s .  The h o u s e  
u n i t s  a r e  a l i g n e d  1 . 5  t o  4 . 5  meters w i t h i n  t h e  p a l i s a d e s ,  and  s p a c e d  c l o s e l y  
t o g e t h e r ,  w i t h  o n l y  enough room t o  walk be tween .  S m a l l  c y l i n d r i c a l ,  b a s k e t ,  
and be l l - shaped  s t o r a g e  p i t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  house  u n i t s ,  w h i l e  l a r g e r  
s t o r a g e  p i t s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  s t r u c t u r e .  The w ide  
v a r i e t y  of b u r i a l  p i t  t y p e s  i n c l u d i n g  s i m p l e  p i t ,  c e n t r a l  chamber ,  and  s h a f t  
and chamber ,  t e n d e d  t o  be p l a c e d  beh ind  t h e  house  u n i t s  n e a r  t h e  p a l i s a d e ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h i n  t h e  homes. However, two i n f a n t  b u r i a l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
a  house  u n i t .  The a r e a  t o  t h e  west o f  t h e  s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  s t r u c t u r e  
c o n t a i n e d  numerous s h a l l o w  b a s i n  p i t s ,  l i k e l y  used  a s  borrow p i t s ,  whose s o i l  
and c l a y  were used  t o  c o n s t r u c t  and  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  s t r u c t u r e .  

T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  7 , 2 2 9  s h e r d s  examined by t h e  a u t h o r ;  4 , 6 0 3  were f rom t h e  
1971-1972 e x c a v a t i o n  and 2 , 6 2 6  f rom t h e  1978  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  ( T a b l e s  6 ,  7 ,  and  
8 ) .  S h e r d s  were drawn f rom a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s amp le  of chosen  f e a t u r e  t y p e s  
f rom a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  ( T a b l e  9 ) .  The 38 u n i t s  of a n a l y s i s  t a k e n  f rom 
t h e  1971-1972 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  6  b e l l - s h a p e d  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  13 
cylindrical/basin-shaped s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  and  1 9  b u r i a l s .  The 47 u n i t s  o f  
a n a l y s i s  chosen  from t h e  1978  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e  2 be l l - shaped  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  
6  c y l i n d r i c a l - s h a p e d  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  5  bas in-shaped  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  1 ba ske t - shaped  
s t o r a g e  p i t ,  12 b u r i a l s ,  19  borrow p i t s ,  2  h e a r t h  p i t s ,  and 1 u n i t  o f  midden 
from t h e  s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  s t r u c t u r e .  Fo r  d e t a i l e d  s i t e  n a p s  and  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of t h e  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  r e a d e r  s h o u l d  r e f e r  t o  MacCord and  Buchanan (1980 )  and  
Eg lo f  f and Reid  (1980:  30-148) .  



Table 6 

44TZ1 CERAMICS 1971-72 EXCAVATION 

C N CC SC SN SCC SO P B I Total 

Limestone 
sub. % 

% 

gastropod 
sub. % 

% 

Gastropod 
sub. % 

% 

Mussel 
sub. % 

% 

Crushed 
quartz 
sub. % 

% 

No temper 
sub. % 

% 

Soapstone 
sub. % 

TOTAL 

Key: C Cord Marked; N Net Impressed; CC Corncob Impressed; SC Smoothed- 
Over Cord; SN Smoothed-Over Yet; SCC Smoothed-Over Corncob; SO Smoothed- 
Over; P Plain; B Burnished; I Incised. 



Table 4 

44TZ1 CERAMICS 1978 EXCAVATION 

C N CC SC SN SCC SO P B CV Total 

Limestone 
sub. % 

% 

Limestone/ 
gastropod 
sub. % 

Gastropod 
sub. % 

% 

Mussel 
sub. % 

Crushed 
quartz 
sub. % 

% 

No temper 
sub. % 

% 

TOTAL 

Key: C Cord Harked; N Net Impressed; CC Corncob Impressed; SC Smoothed- 
Over Cord; SN Smoothed-Over Net; SCC Smoothed-Over Corncob; SO 
Smoothed-Over; P Plain; B Burnished; CV Curvilinear Complicated 
Stamped. 



Table 8 I 

44TZ1 CERAMIC TOTAL 

Limestone 
sub. % 

% 

C N CC SC SN SCC SO P B I CV 

gastropod 
sub. % 

% 

Total 

Gastropod 
sub. % 

% 

Mussel 
sub. % 

% 

Crushed 
Quartz 
sub. % 

% 

No Temper 
sub. % 

% 

Soapstone 
sub. % 

% 

Total 

Key: C Cord Marked; N Net Impressed; CC Corncob Impressed; SC Smoothed- 
Over Cord; SN Smoothed-Over Net; SCC Smoothed-Over Corncob; SO Smoothed- 
Over; P Plain; B Burnished; I incised: CV Curvilinear Complicated Stamped. 



The a n a l y s i s  f rom 44TZ1 r e v e a l e d  t h a t  83% of t h e  7 , 2 2 9  s h e r d s  are Rad fo rd  Ware 
( F i g u r e  8 ) .  De f ined  t y p e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  i n  d e c r e a s i n g  f r e q u e n c y  a r e :  cord-  
marked 35%, p l a i n  22%, smoothed-over  c o r d  13%,  smoothed-over  13%,  corncob-  
impre s sed  9%, ne t - impre s sed  6%, smoothed-over c o r n c o b  I%,  smoothed-over  n e t ,  
and  b u r n i s h e d .  The emphas i s  on t h e  a t t r i b u t e  ' smoothed-over '  a l l o w s  t h e  a u t h o r  
t o  document t h e  i n c r e a s e d  f r e q u e n c y  of  smoothed-over ,  p l a i n ,  and b u r n i s h e d  
s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  on l a t e  Rad fo rd  Ware. It is  of  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o t e  t h e  low 
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  ne t - impre s sed  s h e r d s  and  t h e  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
corncob- impressed  s h e r d s  ( F i g u r e  2 1 ) .  

Dur ing  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  was s u p r i s e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  1% of t h e  7 , 2 2 9  
s h e r d s  a r e  t empered  w i t h  a m i x t u r e  o f  c r u s h e d  l i m e s t o n e  and  f r e s h w a t e r  
g a s t r o p o d  s h e l l s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  t h e  two w a r e s ,  
Rad fo rd  and  L imes tone /Gas t ropod  S h e l l ,  a r e  similar i n  f r e q u e n c y  and  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e ,  T h i s  h a s  l e d  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  
v e s s e l s  were made by p e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  one  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  The same may 
be s a i d  f o r  Gas t ropod  S h e l l  Ware which composed 5% o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  ( F i g u r e  
12 ) .  These  similarities s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p e o p l e  had a n  o p t i o n  and  were 
t empe r ing  t h e i r  v e s s e l s  w i t h  e i t h e r  c r u s h e d  l i m e s t o n e  a n d / o r  g a s t r o p o d  s h e l l .  

Only 9% of t h e  7 , 2 2 9  s h e r d s  f r om 44TZ1 a r e  Musse l  S h e l l  Ware ( F i g u r e  1 4 ) .  
Bowever,  74% of  t h e s e ,  a n  ove rwhe lming ly  m a j o r i t y ,  e x h i b i t  p l a i n  s u r f a c e s ,  
which s u g g e s t  i n d i r e c t  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e s  ( F i g u r e  22 ) .  One i n c i s e d  p l a i n  
s h e r d  is  from t h e  r i m  of  a  c a z u e l a  bowl. 

L e s s  t h a n  1% of  t h e  7 , 2 2 9  s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  f rom t h e  s i t e  c o n t a i n  a 
c r u s h e d - q u a r t z  t emper  i n  t h e i r  compact  p a s t e .  Two s h e r d s ,  e x h i b i t i n g  
c u r v i l i n e a r  c o m p l i c a t e d  s tamped  d e s i g n ,  a r e  of  t h e  Q u a l l a  Ware ( s e e  F i g u r e  
23  f o r  s i m i l a r  d e s i g n ) ,  a  l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  t o  p r o t o h i s t o r i c  ware a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  Cherokee  s i t e s  i n  w e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ( E g l o f f  1967 ) .  idore t h a n  h a l f  
of  t h e  s h e r d s ,  however ,  d i s p l a y  p l a i n  s u r f a c e s  and  may be  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
Q u a l l a  P l a i n  t y p e .  One p l a i n  s h e r d ,  e x h i b i t i n g  a n  ' L '  s h a p e d  p r o f i l e  below 
t h e  l i p  ( F i g u r e s  10 and  11 uppe r  l e f t ) ,  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  a Q u a l l a  r i m  p r o f i l e  
d e s c r i b e d  by E g l o f f  (1967:46-51) .  

A few r a t h e r  t h i n  s h e r d s  w i t h  compact  p a s t e ,  p r o b a b l y  f rom s m a l l  v e s s e l s ,  
c o n t a i n  no temper  ( F i g u r e  2 4 ) .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t s  - p l a i n ,  b u r n i s h e d ,  and  co rncob  i m p r e s s e d  - s u g g e s t  a  l a t e  
p r e h i s t o r i c  t o  p r o t o h i s t o r i c  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  ware .  

Appendages and d e c o r a t i o n s  were found  on o n l y  108  of t h e  7 , 2 2 9  a n a l y z e d  s h e r d s  
( T a b l e  1 0 ) .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  few o f  t h e  s h e r d s  e x h i b i t  two a t t r i b u t e s ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  s t r a p  h a n d l e s  and c a s t e l l a t i o n s  ( F i g u r e  8 ) ,  o r  f o l d e d  r i m s  and f i n g e r  
p i n c h i n g .  Only 56 s t r a p  h a n d l e s  were  i d e n t i f i e d ,  20 of which  a r e  l i m e s t o n e  
tempered  w i t h  co rncob  i m p r e s s i o n s .  Corncob i m p r e s s i o n s  commonly a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  appendages  and  d e c o r a t e d  s h e r d s .  T h i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  a h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  o f  
c o r n c o b  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  n e a r  t h e  neck  and r i m  a r e a  of  v e s s e l s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  made by p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h a t  a  de -ke rna l ed  c o r n c o b  o f t e n  was 
used  t o  shape  t h e  neck  a r e a  of  l a r g e  v e s s e l s  a s  w e l l  as b e i n g  a common s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t  on small jars. W i t h i n  t h e  s t r a p  h a n d l e  s a m p l e ,  s i x  l i m e s t o n e  
tempered  h a n d l e s  r e t a i n  e v i d e n c e  o f  b e i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  v e s s e l  by a  r i v e t i n g  
t e c h n i q u e .  Measurements  t a k e n  on 24 s t r a p  h a n d l e s  r a n g e  f rom 8 mm. t o  13 mm. 
i n  t h i c k n e s s  and 18 .7  t o  34 mm. i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  t h i c k n e s s  o f  9 . 9  
mm. and  an  a v e r a g e  w i d t h  of  28.7 mm. 

Only 8 examples  of f o l d e d  r i m s  and  38 c a s e s  of f i n g e r  p i n c h i n g  ( F i g u r e  8 )  were  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  ma in ly  on t h e  l i m e s t o n e  tempered  p o t t e r y .  Examples o f  r i m  
n o t c h i n g ,  i n c i s i n g ,  p u n c t a t i o n s ,  n o d e s ,  and a p p l i q u e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  r a r e l y  
a t  t h e  s i t e ,  

-35- 



Table 9 

1971-1972 Excavation 

Burials 

1978 Excavation 

Borrow Pits 

Rasin-Shaped 

44TZ1 FEATURE TYPES 

Cylindrical/Basin-Shaped 

Burials Cylindrical-Shaped 

Bell-Shaped Hearths Basket-Shaped Hidden 



F i g u r e  2 1 .  R a d f o r d  C o r n c o b  Marked v e s s e l  f r o m  44TZ1 ( F e a  1 6 2 ,  Bur.  7 1 ) .  

F i g u r e  22:  Nussel S h e l l  Plain vessel from 44TZ1 (Fea. 121, Bur. 47). 



F i g u r e  23: C u r v i l i n e a r  c i m p l i c a t e d  s tamped  s h e r d s  f r om 44TZ1. 
Limes tone  t empe red  r i m  s h e r d  on l e f t ,  s o a p s t o n e  tempered  
on r i g h t .  

F i g u r e  24:  Temper l e s s  s h e r d s ,  p r o b a b l y  f rom s m a l l  v e s s e l s ,  f ound  a t  
44TZ1. Top row l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  p l a i n  r i m  w i t h  n o t c h e s ,  c o r n c o b  
impre s sed  r i m ,  p l a i n .  Bot tom row: smoothed-over  c o r d  marked ,  
p l a i n  r i m  w i t h  f i n g e r  p i n c h e s ,  p l a i n  r i m .  



Limestone 
cord 
net 
Corncob 
Plain 
Smoothed 

Gastropod 
Cord 
Smoothed 

i4ussel 
Net 
Plain 

Crushed 
quartz 
net 
plain 

TOTAL 

Table 10 

44TZ1 APPENDAGES & DECORATIONS 

Key: SH Strap Handle; CT Castellation; FR Folded Rim; FP Finger Pinching; 
RN Rim Notching; IN Incising; PU Punctuation; NO Node; AP Applique. 



The a n a l y s i s  of  c e r a m i c s  f rom 44TZ1 was c o n d u c t e d  i n i t i a l l y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  b o t h  
t h e  t e m p o r a l  s equence  of c e r a m i c  t y p e s  a t  t h e  s i t e  and  whe the r  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  
a c e r a m i c  p r e f e r a n c e  between house  u n i t s  a t  t h e  s i t e .  It was t h o u g h t  t h a t  
a  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  m igh t  show t h a t  v a r i o u s  c e r a m i c  i n f l u e n c e s  were  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  house  u n i t s .  The l a t t e r  c o u l d  n o t  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  
a t  t h i s  time. 

However, a n  i d e a  of  t h e  t e m p o r a l  s equence  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c e r a m i c  t y p e s  was 
o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n a l y s i s  ( T a b l e  1 1 ) .  T h r e e  key o v e r l a p p i n g  ba s in - shaped  
s t o r a g e  f e a t u r e s ,  two b e l l - s h a p e d  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  and a s e l e c t i o n  of bor row p i t s  
p r o v i d e  t h e  s h e r d s  on which t h e  s equence  i s  b a s e d .  The borrow p i t s  l o c a t e d  
away from t h e  v i l l a g e  p robab ly  were f i l l e d  w i t h  c e r a m i c s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e c a u s e  i t  
is  assumed t h a t  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  of t h e  v i l l a g e  d e b r i s  r e a c h e d  t h e  bor row 
p i t  a r e a .  O f  t h e  12 borrow p i t s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  o n l y  33 s h e r d s  were  r e c o v e r e d .  
T h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  bor row p i t s ,  534F,  534G, and 538A, c o n t a i n e d  no c e r a m i c s .  
A l l  of t h e  c e r a m i c s  are l i m e s t o n e  tempered  and, e x c e p t  two co rncob  i m p r e s s e d  
s h e r d s ,  a r e  e i t h e r  cord-marked o r  p l a i n .  

The t h r e e  o v e r l a p p i n g  bas in-shaped  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  512E,  512F,  512G, r e v e a l  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  c e r a m i c  s e q u e n c e .  The e i g h t  Rad fo rd  Cord Marked s h e r d s  f r om t h e  
e a r l i e s t  p i t ,  512G, p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e a r l y  o c c u p a t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
S t o r a g e  p i t  512F and t h e  l a t e s t  p i t ,  512E, show t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  of c e r a m i c s  
used  t h r o u g h  t h e  midd l e  y e a r s  of  v i l l a g e  o c c u p a t i o n .  Wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t ,  n e t ,  c o r n c o b ,  and p l a i n  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  f r e q u e n c y  
w h i l e  cord-marking d e c r e a s e d .  T h r e e  new t e m p e r i n g  a g e n t s  -- g a s t r o p o d ,  
l i m e s t o n e / g a s t r o p o d ,  and musse l  s h e l l  -- were  added  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e c h n o l o g y  
o f  l i m e s t o n e  t e m p e r i n g .  

Ce ramic s  from t h e  b e l l - s h a p e d  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  507A and  511A, p robab ly  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  l a s t  o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Net and e s p e c i a l l y  p l a i n  s u r f a c e  t r e a t -  
ments  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a r i t y .  P l a i n  v e s s e l s  w i t h  e i t h e r  l i m e s t o n e  
o r  musse l  s h e l l  temper  p r edomina t e .  Two new p a s t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  -- c r u s h e d -  
q u a r t z  t empe r ,  and no temper  -- were added t o  t h e  c e r a m i c  t e c h n o l o g y .  G a s t r o p o d  
as a  t e m p e r i n g  a g e n t  i s  d e c l i n i n g  i n  p o p u l a r i t y  w h i l e  musse l  s h e l l  i s  
i n c r e a s i n g .  

The c e r a m i c  d a t a  f rom t h e  8 2  f e a t u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  Appendix.  F i l t u r e  
avenues  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e :  1 )  r e f i n e m e n t  i n  t h e  c e r a m i c  s e q u e n c e ,  and 
2 )  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  c e r a m i c  v a r i a b i l i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e .  

The Nays v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  2  t o  4  acres i n  s i z e ,  is l o c a t e d  on a g e n t l e  s l o p i n g  
h i l l s i d e  150 m e t e r s  s o u t h  of t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  and  850  m e t e r s  e a s t  o f  44TZ1. 
T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  353  s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  from H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970 )  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T a b l e  
1 2 ) .  The s h e r d s  s u g g e s t  a  l o c a l  c e r a m i c  e x p r e s s i o n  which i n c l u d e s  l i m e s t o n e  
o r  g a s t r o p o d  temper  w i t h  e i t h e r  c o r d ,  n e t ,  o r  p l a i n  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s .  The 
u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  of  ne t - impre s sed  s h e r d s  f rom a v i l l a g e  s o  n e a r  44TZ1, 
which produced  p r edominan t l y  cord-marked s h e r d s ,  is  n o t a b l e .  



Table 11 

44TZ1 CERAMIC PERCENTAGES OF SELECTED FEATURES 

Limestone 
C N CC SC SCC SO 

Key: C Cord Marked; N Net Impressed; CC Corncob Impressed; SC Smoothed-Over Cord; SCC Smoothed- 
Over Corncob; SO Smoothed-Over; P Plain; L/G Limestone/Gastropod; Qtz Quartz; NO No temper. 



The Ward ' s  Cove v i l l a g e  s i t e  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a small v a l l e y  f l o o r  n e a r  t h e  head- 
w a t e r s  of  Ha iden  S p r i n g  Creek .  A v e r t i c a l - s h a f t  c a v e ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h a s  a  stream r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  i t  which c o u l d  be u sed  as a s o u r c e  
of  w a t e r .  Ho l l and  (1970:41)  h e a r d  t h a t  s h e l l  g o r g e t s ,  one  w i t h  a n  i n c i s e d  
c i r c l e  and  a n o t h e r  w i t h  a t u r t l e  d e s i g n ,  were  removed by c o l l e c t o r s  f rom 
b u r i a l s  a t  t h e  s i t e .  T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  108  s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  f rom H o l l a n d ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n  ( T a b l e  1 2 ) .  The temper  and  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t  of  s h e r d s  f rom t h i s  
s i t e  a r e  similar i n  t y p e  and  f r e q u e n c y  t o  s h e r d s  f rom 44T22. Again t h i s  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  c l o s e  p h y s i c a l ,  and  presumably  c u l t u r a l . ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  
l i m e s t o n e  and g a s t r o p o d  t e m p e r i n g  and  c o r d  and ne t - impre s sed  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  
on s h e r d s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r e  o f  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  d u r i n g  
t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  

T h i s  h a m l e t  o c c u p a t i o n  is l o c a t e d  100  m e t e r s  n o r t h  o f  a small s t r e a m  i n  a 
nar row v a l l e y  t h a t  j o i n s  t h e  Nor th  Fo rk  of  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  600  m e t e r s  t o  t h e  
w e s t .  P o s t m o l d s  were n o t e d  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  now c o v e r e d  by a s u b d i v i s i o n .  T h i s  
s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  51 s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  ( T a b l e  1 2 ) .  The s i x  corncob-  
i m p r e s s e d  s h e r d s  f rom t h e  sample  s u g g e s t  a  ca. A . D .  1500-1700 d a t e  f o r  t h e  
s i t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  s o l e l y  Rad fo rd  c e r a m i c s  m igh t  i n d i c a t e  a n  
i n d i g e n o u s  g roup  u n a f f e c t e d  by i q i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e .  Fou r  s h e r d s  e x h i b i t  
f o l d e d  r i m s ,  a n  a t t r i b u t e  r a r e l y  found  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r .  Four  o t h e r  
s h e r d s  d i s p l a y  a  l ooped -ne t  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e  o n l y  example s  i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  t h e  s t u d y .  Why were two r a r e  c e r a m i c  a t t r i b u t e s  found  a t  s u c h  a  r emo te  
s i t e ?  

T h i s  p a l i s a d e d  v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2  a c r e s  i n  s i z e ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  on 
a promontory o v e r l o o k i n g  L i t t l e  Town H i l l  C reek .  The C l i n c h  R i v e r ,  l o c a t e d  
500 m e t e r s  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  is  24 meters lower  t h a n  t h e  s i t e .  I n  1982 e x c a v a t i o n s  
by l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  and  l a te r  t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n s  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  o f  
H i s t o r i c  Landmarks uncovered  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  h e a r t h s ,  a  b u r i a l  w i t h  an  a s s o c i a t e d  
coppe r  e f f i g y  p e n d a n t ,  and  a  p a l i s a d e  l i n e .  T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  210 s h e r d s  
a n a l y z e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  ( T a b l e  1 2 ) .  The h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  of  Musse l  S h e l l  Ware 
and t h e  p l a i n  and b u r n i s h e d  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  on t h e  Musse l  S h e l l  and  t h e  
Rad fo rd  w a r e s  s u g g e s t  a  r a t h e r  s t r o n g  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e  o c c u r r i n g  r a t h e r  
l a t e  i n  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  ( E g l o f f  and  T u r n e r  1984 ) .  

Wise Countv 

The s i t e  is a  r o c k s h e l t e r  l o c a t e d  2  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  G u e s t  R i v e r  i n  a 
h e a v i l y  coal-mined r e g i o n .  T h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e s  69 s h e r d s  a n a l y z e d  f rom 
H o l l a n d ' s  ( 1970)  c o l l e c t i o n  ( T a b l e  1 2 ) .  The o c c u r r e n c e  of  s o l e l y  Rad fo rd  Ware 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n d i g e n o u s  g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no i q i s s i s s i p p i a n  
i n f l u e n c e ,  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  s h e l t e r .  



Musse l  S h e l l  
c o r d  
p l a i n  
b u r n i s h e d  

Gas t ropod  S h e l l  
c o r d  
n e t  
p l a i n  

Radf o r d  
c o r d  
n e t  
c o r n c o b  
p l a i n  
b u r n i s h e d  

Wythe V a r i a n t  
n e t  
p l a i n  

B l u f f  C reek  

TOTAL 

T a b l e  12  

TAZEWELL AND WISE COUNTIES CERANICS 

SMTH SMTH VDHL VDHL SMTH 



Another  r o c k s h e l t e r ,  t h i s  s i t e  is  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  s t e e p  s l o p e  o f  a  h i g h  
mounta inous  r i d g e  a t  an  e l e v a t i o n  o f  3200 f e e t  2 1  miles s o u t h  of  t h e  G u e s t  
R i v e r .  It was t e s t e d  by W i l l i a m  P o r t e r  ( p e r s o n a l  communica t ion)  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1960s ,  r e v e a l i n g  a  s t r a t i f i e d  s e q u e n c e  of c e r a m i c  w a r e s  f rom t h e  e n t i r e  Wood- 
l a n d  p e r i o d .  An i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  P o r t e r ' s  work d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  
Swannanoa Ware o c c u r r e d  b e n e a t h  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Ffarked Type ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
i s  t h e  ear l ies t  p o t t e r y  documented t h u s  f a r  f o r  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  F u r t h e r -  
more, h i s  work shows a  h i g h  moun ta inous  r i d g e  b e i n g  t r a v e l e d  e v e n  by t h e  l a t e s t  
a g r i c u l t u r i s t  p e o p l e .  P o r t e r ' s  r e p o r t  on h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is i n  p r o g r e s s .  



SOCIO-CULTURAL COMPLEXITY 

Sou thwes t  V i r g i n i a  h a s  been r e f e r r e d  t o  as a c u l t u r a l  c r o s s - r o a d s ,  e x h i b i t i n g  
a  complex h i s t o r y  of s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  by way of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n / C h e r o k e e  
c u l t u r e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  F o r t  A n c i e n t  and  Plonongahela c u l t u r e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
and Dan R i v e r  c u l t u r e  t o  t h e  east .  A s t u d y  f o c u s i n g  on a smaller r e g i o n ,  t h e  
C l i n c h  and P o w e l l  r i v e r s ,  may be  a b l e  t o  document t h e  s p r e a d  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n /  
Cherokee  ch i e fdom c u l t u r e s  f rom T e n n e s s e e  and  t h e i r  i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  t h e  
t y p i c a l l y  less complex,  i n i t i a l l y  t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s  of  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  

A number of  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  which by t h e m s e l v e s  o r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  
a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  ch i e fdoms  o r  r a n k e d  s o c i e t i e s  c a n  be  l i s t e d  i n  o r d e r  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  b e t t e r  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and  i n c r e a s i n g  
c u l t u r a l  c o m p l e x i t y  i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  ( c f .  T u r n e r  1983:280). These  
i n c l u d e  : 

1) H i e r a r c h i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n .  Examples  would i n c l u d e  a s y n c h r o n i c  
p a t t e r n  o f  l a r g e ,  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  v i l l a g e s  l o c a t e d  i n  s t r a t e g i c  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  t r a d e ,  and  communica t ion  l o c i ,  and  
s u r r o u n d e d  by s m a l l e r  v i l l a g e s  and h a m l e t s .  

2 )  Community o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Examples  would i n c l u d e  e v i d e n c e  of s t a b l e ,  
h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  and p r e p l a n n e d  v i l l a g e s .  Rank d i s t i n c t i o n s  would 
be e v i d e n t  i n  v a r i a t i o n s  of  house  s i z e  and p l a c e m e n t .  

3) S p e c i a l i z e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Examples  would i n c l u d e  s u b s t r u c t u r e  mounds, 
l a r g e  communal s t r u c t u r e s ,  and communal s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

4 )  V a r i a t i o n s  i n  b u r i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  Examples would i n c l u d e  a  wide v a r i e t y  
of b u r i a l  t e c h n i q u e s  and  m o r t u a r y  o f f e r i n g s ,  c o r r e l a t e d  by s e x ,  a g e ,  
and  f e a t u r e  l o c a t i o n ,  and  i n d i c a t i n g  b o t h  a s c r i b e d  and  a c h i e v e d  
s t a t u s e s .  

5) Rank-denot ing  a r t i f a c t s .  Examples  would i n c l u d e  e x o t i c  m a t e r i a l s  
and m o t i f s  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h i n  and  between s e t t l e m e n t s .  

Such c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as n o t e d  above  may be  i d e n t i f i e d  from s i t e s  a l o n g  t h e  
C l i n c h  and Powe l l  r i v e r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  a r e  s k e t c h y ,  t h e r e b y  
i n h i b i t i n g  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s .  

A p o s s i b l e  s e r i e s  of  s u b s t r u c t u e  mounds a l o n g  I n d i a n  Creek  i n  Lee County may 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  main s e t t l e m e n t s  of a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  s y s t e m  of a r anked  
s o c i e t y .  B e s i d e s  t h e  C a r t e r  Robinson  (44LE10) and  E l y  (44LE12) mounds, 
s e p a r a t e d  by s e v e n  m i l e s ,  a  l o c a l  i n f o r m a n t  d i d  i n d i c a t e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  t h a t  
a n o t h e r  mound may have  e x i s t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e v e n  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  E l y  
mound. T h i s  s i t e  would be n o r t h  of 44LE17, a  p o t e n t i a l  s u b s t r u c t u r e  mound 
on t h e  Powe l l  R i v e r .  

A h i e r a r c h i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  i s  a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  by B o t t  (1981:44-45)  when 
he s p e a k s  of t h e  f  l o o d p l a i n - u p l a n d  v i l l a g e  d ico tomy : 



I f  t h e  u p l a n d  v i l l a g e s  had  similar f u n c t i o n s  a s ,  and  were i n d e p e n d e n t  
o f ,  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  v i l l a g e s ,  i t  would be p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  
l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  s o c i e t i e s  o f  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  were p r o b a b l y  t r i b a l  
o r  e g a l i t a r i a n .  I f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  u p l a n d  v i l l a g e s  s e r v e d  
d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  from, and  were c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o ,  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  
v i l l a g e s ,  t h e n  i t  would be  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  more complex ,  
p o s s i b l y  r a n k ,  s o c i e t i e s  were  p r o b a b l y  e v o l v i n g .  

T u r n e r  ( 1983 :275 ) ,  by u s i n g  v a r i a t i o n  i n  h a m l e t  and v i l l a g e  s i z e ,  d i s c u s s e s  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s .  He warns  t h a t  even  e x t r e m e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  
s i t e  s i z e  a l o n e  d o e s  n o t  c o n f i r m  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of ch i e fdoms .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  
e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n  of h i e r a r c h i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  and v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
must be s e e n  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  o f  two v a r i a b l e s :  1 )  expand ing  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  and  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  i n t e n s i f i e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  
f o r  a s c a r c e  r e s o u r c e  - f l o o d p l a i n  and  up l and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ,  and  2 )  
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  v i l l a g e  l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t r a i l s  and n e a r  f o r d s  and  gaps .  

The f e a t u r e  t y p e s ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and s t r u c t u r a l  r e b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  Crab  Orcha rd  
v i l l a g e  s i t e ,  44TZ1, i n d i c a t e  a  r a t h e r  e l a b o r a t e  s t a b l e  community o r g a n i z a t i o n  
somewhat similar t o  a  p l anned  v i l l a g e .  The p a l i s a d e  p r o b a b l y  s e r v e d  a s  a 
v i s u a l  b a r r i e r ,  as w e l l  a s  a p r o t e c t i v e  w a l l ,  d e m a r c a t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  
p l anned  c e n t e r ,  much i n  t h e  manner i n  which a  boxwood hedge  o r  a  p i c k e t  f e n c e  
d e l i n e a t e d  a  y a r d .  W i t h i n  t h e  p a l i s a d e ,  t h e  p l a z a ,  homes, b u r i a l s ,  and s t o r a g e  
p i t s  were a r r a n g e d  i n  a  s o c i a l l y  p r e s c r i b e d  f a s h i o n  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  a mode ra t e  
d e g r e e  o f  community o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  c o m p l e x i t y .  The s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  
s t r u c t u r e  p r o b a b l y  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a  p u b l i c  mee t i ng  house  f o r  s e c u l a r  a n d / o r  
s a c r e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s s o c i a t e d  l a r g e  s t o r a g e  p i t s  may have  s e r v e d  t h e  whole 
community o r  p r o v i d e d  a r t i c l e s  and  goods f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  which t o o k  p l a c e  
w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  community o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  
Crab  Orcha rd  s i t e  s u g g e s t s  a t  least  a  t r i b a l  s o c i e t y ,  p e r h a p s  e v o l v i n g  i n t o  
a chiefdom. 

The s u b s t r u c t u r e  mound a t  t h e  E l y  s i t e  and p e r h a p s  a t  t h e  C a r t e r  Robinson  s i t e  
and 44LE17 a r e  e x c e l l e n t  examp le s  of  s p e c i a l i z e d  communal s t r u c t u r e s .  The 
same may be s a i d  f o r  t h e  s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  s e r i e s  of  l a r g e ,  
p e r h a p s  communal, s t o r a g e  p i t s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  Crab  Orcha rd  
s i t e .  These  f e a t u r e s  a r g u e  f o r  a s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o m p l e x i t y  m i n i m a l l y  on t h e  
l e v e l  of t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s .  The s u b s t r u c t u r e  mounds a r e  v e r y  s t r o n g  e v i d e n c e  
f o r  a r anked  s o c i e t y .  The s e m i - s u b t e r r a n e a n  b u i l d i n g  a t  C rab  O r c h a r d ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  when t h e  v i l l a g e  was f i r s t  p l a n n e d ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  t r i b a l  
s o c i e t y  may have  been  e v o l v i n g  t o w a r d s  a ch i e fdom even  b e f o r e  t h e  l a t e r  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  r e l a t e d  c e r a m i c s .  

A wide v a r i e t y  o f  b u r i a l  methods  e x i s t s  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  c r a b  o r c h a r d  s i t e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s e c o n d a r y ,  f l e x e d  p r i m a r y ,  e x t e n d e d  p r i m a r y ,  and m u l t i p l e  p r i m a r y ,  
and b u r i a l  i n  a  v e r t i c a l - s h a f t  l i m e s t o n e  c a v e .  The b u r i a l  p i t  t y p e s  a l s o  v a r y  
and i n c l u d e  s i m p l e  p i t ,  c e n t r a l  chamber ,  s h a f t  and  chamber ,  and  b u r i a l  i n  
abandoned s t o r a g e  p i t s .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  a r a t h e r  d i v e r s e  and p e r h a p s  e l a b o r a t e  
mor tua ry  complex ,  a l t h o u g h  f i r m  e v i d e n c e  f o r  a s c r i b e d  s t a t u s  i s  l a c k i n g .  Such 
e v i d e n c e  i s  l a r g e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l o o t e d  b u r i a l s  e l s e w h e r e  f o r  which 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  o n l y  min imal  d a t a  e x i s t .  



Throughout  t h e  C l i n c h  and  Powe l l  r i v e r s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  l o c a l  i n f o r m a n t s  
have  r e p o r t e d  f rom b u r i a l s  g o r g e t s  made of  ma r ine  s h e l l  w i t h  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  
m o t i f s .  Copper  c e l t  and e f f i g y  p e n d a n t s ,  small b l a c k  s l a t e  e f f i g y  p e n d a n t s ,  
and e x o t i c  c e r a m i c  v e s s e l s  came f rom b u r i a l s  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r .  Dur ing  
h i s  t e s t i n g  of  t h e  E l y  mound, L u c i e n  C a r r  uncovered  s h e l l  e a r  p i n s  and  a g o r g e t  
w i t h  a weeping  e y e  m o t i f ,  and a l a r g e  b i -concave  s a n d s t o n e  c h u n k i e  s t o n e .  
These  e x o t i c  a r t i f a c t s ,  p resumably  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s t r o n g l y  
s u g g e s t  a  r anked  s o c i e t y .  

Al though  t h e  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  is u n d o u b t e d l y  E a s t e r n  
Woodland, c u l t u r a l  i n f u s i o n  f rom t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n / C h e r o k e e  s o c i e t i e s  f rom 
T e n n e s s e e ,  a s  f u r t h e r  documented i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s ,  d e e p l y  a f f e c t e d  
t h e  e v o l v i n g  t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s .  The e v i d e n c e  f rom s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  i n d i c a t e s  
v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o m p l e x i t y  f rom example s  o f  i n t r u s i v e  
ch i e fdoms ,  t o  i n d i g e n o u s  t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s  e v o l v i n g  i n t o  c h i e f d o m s ,  t o  t r i b a l  
s o c i e t i e s  u n a f f e c t e d  by i n t r u s i v e  c h i e f d o m s .  



CONCLUSION 

Ceramic t y p o l o g y  by i t s e l f  i n v o l v e s  s h e r d s  and  n o t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  made them. 
I n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c u s s  N a t i v e  American p e o p l e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  emphas ized  s e v e r a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  v a r i a b l e s  and  t h e  c o n c e p t s  of  s i t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  
c o n n e c t e d n e s s  and i n t e r a c t i o n ,  and l e v e l s  o f  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o m p l e x i t y .  

S i t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  env i ronmen t  o f  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  s u g g e s t s  a  
number of o b s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e :  

1 )  Most of  t h e  c e r a m i c  t y p e s ,  many showing  S o u t h e r n  A p p a l a c h i a n  and 
M i s s i s s i p p i a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  a r e  found  even  i n  t h e  r e m o t e s t  r o c k s h e l t e r s .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  R idge  and V a l l e y  P r o v i n c e  o f  s o u t h w e s t  
V i r g i n i a  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a f o r m i d a b l e  o b s t a c l e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  moun ta in  r a n g e s  
c h a n n e l e d  t h e i r  t r a d e  and  communicat ion as e a r l y  as 1 , 8 0 0  y e a r s  ago .  

2)  The c e r a m i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  shows t h a t  p e o p l e  o c c u p i e d  r o c k s h e l t e r s  and  l i v e d  
i n  h a m l e t  and  v i l l a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  on r i d g e s ,  h i l l  t o p s ,  p l a t e a u s ,  g e n t l y  
s l o p i n g  up l and  v a l l e y s ,  and  f l o o d p l a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  t h r o u g h  l a t e  Woodland 
p e r i o d s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  a l l  major  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  z o n e s  were b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  by 
p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Woodland p e r i o d .  

3 )  Many L a t e  Woodland h a m l e t s  and  v i l l a g e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  on c o l l u v i a l  up l and  
s o i l s  formed on g e n t l e  s l o p e s  from nea rby  l i m e s t o n e ,  s a n d s t o n e ,  and s h a l e .  
These  s o i l s  a r e  o f t e n  p o t e n t i a l l y  more a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  t h a n  t h e  
f l o o d p l a i n  s o i l s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g r o u p s  had a  wide  r a n g e  o f  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  zones  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s e t t l e .  

4 )  Major  v i l l a g e s  l o c a t e d  i n  s m a l l  v a l l e y s ,  on r i d g e s ,  h i l l  s l o p e s ,  and  
p l a t e a u s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  r i v e r s  o r  l a r g e  s t r e a m s  f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  f i s h  and  s h e l l f i s h ,  o r  d r i n k i n g  water was n o t  e s s e n t i a l .  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  f o l l o w  c o a l e s c i n g  u p l a n d  v a l l e y s  and  
p e n e t r a t e d  iriountains t h r o u g h  gaps .  A p p a r e n t l y  p e o p l e  found  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  f o r  
d r i n k i n g  w a t e r ,  s u c h  as s p r i n g s .  S m a l l  streams s u p p l i e d  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  
of  f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  e s p e c i a l l y  when supp l emen ted  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e s  
of  p r o t e i n .  

5) P e o p l e  p l a c e d  some o f  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  a l o n g  o v e r l a n d  t r a i l s  t h a t  
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  a s e r i e s  of  v a l l e y s  t h r o u g h  l e s s e r  o r  ma jo r  g a p s .  
These  t r a i l s ,  i n  many c a s e s ,  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  c l o s e l y  t h e  major  w a t e r c o u r s e s .  

The t e m p o r a l  and s p a t i a l  p lacement  o f  c e r a m i c  wa re s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h i s  pape r  
s i m i l a r l y  h a s  r a i s e d  a number of o b s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  of  s o u t h w e s t  
V i r g i n i a  : 

1 )  The p e o p l e  of  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  f i r s t  d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  a  c e r a m i c  
t e c h n o l o g y  c a .  500  B.C. However, e a r l y  cord-marked c e r a m i c s  n o r m a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Swannanoa F a b r i c  Marked Type a r e  r a r e  i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a .  

2 )  Long Branch  F a b r i c  Marked Type was common i n  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  b e f o r e  
A . D .  300. 

3 )  Wr igh t  Check S tamped ,  B l u f f  C reek  S i m p l e  S tamped ,  Mu lbe r ry  Creek  P l a i n  
t y p e s ,  and Connes t ee  Ware d e m o n s t r a t e  a d i v e r s e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  c e r a m i c  s u r f a c e  
t r e a t m e n t s  e n t e r i n g  s o u t h w e s t  V i r g i n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  A . D .  100-600, 
s u g g e s t i n g  g r e a t e r  movement and i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  t h a n  o c c u r r e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  
b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
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4 )  Candy Creek  Cord Marked Type was p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  g e o p l e  
p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  A.D. 100-900. The t y p e  would be  v e r y  d i f  l c u l t  
t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i n  small s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  from Rad fo rd  Cord Marked Type.  

5) L a t e  Woodland ne t - impre s sed  c e r a m i c s  i n  b o t h  Rad fo rd  and  Wythe V a r i a n t  
c e r a m i c s  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  i n f l u e n c e s  f rom p e o p l e  f u r t h e r  t o  
t h e  e a s t .  Du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  A.D.  1500-1700 corncob- impressed  s u r f a c e  t reat-  
ment was i n t r o d u c e d  a p p a r e n t l y  f rom t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  

6 )  The a r r i v a l  of P i s g a h  and  D a l l a s  wares ca. A.D.  1200 from s o c i e t i e s  f u r t h e r  
s o u t h  i n d i c a t e s  a n o t h e r  p e r i o d  of i n c r e a s e d  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and e v e n  t h e  
i n t r u s i o n  of a d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e ,  t h i s  time s i g n a l i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  a  c h i e f d o m  
s o c i e t y .  

7 )  P e o p l e  commonly u sed  s h e l l  a s  a  t e m p e r i n g  a g e n t  f o r  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  l a s t  
h a l f  o f  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  G a s t r o p o d  S h e l l  Ware a p p a r e n t l y  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  f i r s t  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no accompanying change  t o  t h e  rest o f  t h e  
c e r a m i c  t e c h n o l o g y .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  g a s t r o p o d  s h e l l  was s i m p l y  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e  temper  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  a small p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e  Rad fo rd  
Ware v e s s e l s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  when Musse l  S h e l l  Ware a p p e a r e d  s l i g h t l y  
l a t e r ,  changes  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  i n  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  and d e c o r a t i o n s  s u g g e s t i n g  
v a r i o u s  d e g r e e s  of  d i r e c t  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  and  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n / C h e r o k e e  c u l t u r e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  c e r a m i c s  f rom t h e  C l i n c h  and  Powe l l  r i v e r s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  
V i r g i n i a  d a t e d  t o  A . D .  1200-1700 s u g g e s t  f o u r  l e v e l s  of  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
between t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  t r i b a l  p e o p l e  and  t h e  i~ I i s s i s s ipp ian /Cherokee  r a n k e d  
c u l t u r e s  of e a s t e r n  Tennes see :  

1) The Dallas and  P i s g a h  wares  found  a t  Lee County s i tes  i n d i c a t e  a n  a c t u a l  
c u l t u r a l  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  a  t i g h t l y  c o n n e c t e d  M i s s i s s i p p i a n / C h e r o k e e  
ch i e fdom from T e n n e s s e e  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no mix ing  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l ,  t r i b a l l y -  
c o n n e c t e d  p e o l e .  

2 )  The m i x t u r e  of P i s g a h  and Musse l  S h e l l  wa re s  w i t h  Rad fo rd  and  G a s t r o p o d  
S h e l l  wares  on sites l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  i n  S c o t t  and s o u t h e r n  R u s s e l l  
c o u n t i e s  s u g g e s t  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  between and  s o c i a l  mix ing  o f  one  o r  more 
b l i s s i s s i p p i a n  ch i e fdoms  and t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  

3) The f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  of  Rad fo rd  Ware w i t h  some Musse l  S h e l l  c e r a m i c s  
a t  t h e  Crab Orcha rd  v i l l a g e  s i t e  n e a r  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  of  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  
i n d i c a t e s  a n  i n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  c u l t u r e  had  l i m i t e d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  
P l i s s i s s i p p i a n  p e o p l e ,  and  t h e n  o n l y  v e r y  l a t e  i n  time. 

4)  S i t e s  c o n t a i n i n g  o n l y  t h e  l o c a l  Rad fo rd  a n d / o r  Gas t ropod  S h e l l  wares, 
i n c l u d i n g  e a r l i e r  L a t e  Woodland s i t e s ,  o r  l a t e r  s i t e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  more 
r emo te  a r e a s  and  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  C l i n c h  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e ,  s u g g e s t  a  
t i g h t l y  c o n n e c t e d  i n d i g e n o u s  s o c i e t y  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n  c u l t u r e .  



APPENDIX 

Key : 

SCC 

Cord Marked 

Net Impressed 

Corncob Impressed 

Smoothed-Over Cord 

Smoothed-Over Net 

Smoothed-Over Corncob 

Smoothed-Over 

Plain 

Burnished 

Incised 

Curvilinear 



44TZ1 CERAMICS FROM FEATURES 

J e a t u r e s  

1 

1 8  

2 5 

2 6 

2 8 

30 

33 

4 1 

4 7 

5 1 

5 2 

5 6 

63  

7 6 

8 5 

8 9 

12 7 

1 2  8 

130  

L i m e s t o n e  

C N CC S C  S N S C C  S O  P B 

4 0  11 11 1 5  1 6  7 

2 4 1 1 0  

8 6 1 7 2 1  1 

2 3  23  3 1 1 0  39 2 

2 2 1 2 3 

3 24 1 2  2 4 8 

3 9 1 12 1 4  1 4 1 2  1 8  

34  3 1 0  1 0  1 1 5  2 1  

4 5 1 4 

8 4 3 4  1 6 2 6  

7 4 2  9 1 3  7 3  1 

11 5 6  3 5 2 2 1  

3 6 1 

1 12 

3 6 1 3 37 1 7  25  

35 50 1 1 0  1 1 0  139  

6 11 2 12 1 4 37 

1 8  1 3 2 0  3 

12 4 4 5 4 1 9  

L i m e s t o n e / G a s t r o p o d  

C N CC S C  S O  P 

1 2  

1 

1 

1 
G a s t r o p o d  

C N CC S C  S C C  S O  P 

6 2 5 2 

1 1  1 3 

2 

2 





44TZ1 CERAMICS FROM FEATURES 

F e a t u r e s  

1 5  8  

1 6 9  

1 7 3  

1 7 6  

177  

179  

1 8 0  

182 

1 9 5  

207 

2  1 7  

2  33 

2 35 

2  3 8  

2 5 4  

2  6 1  

269 

2  75 

2  77 

Limeseone/Gastropod 

C N CC S C  SO P 

2  1 2  

4  

1 2  1 2  2  

1 

1 

2  2  1 

1 1  2  1 

4  1 3  

1 1 1 1  

8 2  

1 2  

1 9  2  1 0  2  

2 1 1 2  

L f n e s t  one 

C N CC S C  SN SCC S O  P B 

5  5 3  5  1 1 4  

6  2  1 6  2 6  4  2 1  1 7  

48  2  6  1 9  3  1 5  1 6  

2 4  1 6  7  11 1 9  7 

62 2 0  2 1  2 3  3 1  11 

2 0  4  2 3  3 2  12 5  1 9  

8 6  5  2 9  2 2  6  2 5  3 3  

2 1 4  3  2  5 1 

3 1  5  1 3  5  1 1 4  8  

8 0  6  2 8  1 7  5  2 9  2 6  

1 0 0  6  44 11 8 27 24 

7 3  2  12 2 7  3  4 0  2 9  

1 6 2 8 4  1 2  1 4  

37 9  1 4  1 2  1 12 11 

1 5 4  5  32 4 4  1 0  4 1  3 1  

52  7 11 2 6  3  2 5  1 4  

96  1 2  34  4 3  3  2 3  2 1  

1 0  5  3  1 0  4  

2 6  4  8  1 4  5  5  

Gas t ropod  

C N CC S C  S C C  S O  P 
.I. 

4  2  6  

3 3  8 1 

3 

1 9  2  2  11 1 

3 1 1 

4 

1 

2  

2  

2  5  1 1 

1 2  2  

2  0 1 2  9 1 7 2  

1 1 1  4 1 

7  1 4  1 2  

2  1 

2  1 1 1 1 I 
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