






SOME RECENT ADDITIONS 
--cont'd from p.8 

TREDEGAR IRON WORKS, RICHMOND : In 
ruins the old Trede·gar represents not 
merely a · l9th~century industrial 
complex, but also the rise and decline 
of Richmond as the center of Southern 
industry. Tredeg•r, the "Ironmaker to 
the Confederacy," throve from the 
1840s through the immediate post-
be llum period • 

FORT CHIS WELL MANS ION, WYTHE CO. : 
The original Fort Chiswell, a late­
colonial frontier post, achieved 
prosperity as an important stopping 
place on the Great Wilderness Road 
to the West. The present kouse is 
an outstanding ante-bellumclassical 
revival structure set on a small 
promontory that affords a splendid 
panoramic prospect. 

LOWLAND COTTAGE, GLOUCESTER CO. : 
Originally built for Robert Bristow, 
who prospered here as a merchant and 
planter prior to 1677, 1; .. m,1land was 
architecturally similar to the farm 
houses of contemporary New England. 
Although the house has been altered 
and enlarged, the site remains 
essentially undisturbed. 

FREDERICKSBURG PRESERVATION DISTRICT: 
This important concentration of colo­
nial, federal and ante-bellum build­
ings, in the downtown river-front area 
of the city has endured several disas­
trous fires, the Battle of Fredericks­
burg, and modern encroachments. 

BELLE ISLE, LANCASTER CO.: This excel­
lent example of a small, formal plan­
tation complex includes a classical 
Tidewater~Georgian residence,outbuild­
ings, and terraced gardens. 
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BOLLING HALL, GOOCHLAND CO.: Orga­
nized education for the deaf had i t a 
American origins in this,the earli~ 
est Bolling residence to survive in 
Virginia. Bolling Hall is one of 
the few remaining colonial plan­
tation houses of the upper James 
River region. 

THROUGH THE LOOKING G LAS S 

"The time has come 
to talk of many things: 

Of shoes--and ships--and sealing-wax 
of cabbages--and kings--" 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, NORFOLK : Al thou 
much changed by war, neglect, and 
later additions, St. Paul's survive 
as the oldest building in the city 
of Norfolk and a fine example of 
colonial ecclesiastical architectur 

ALEXANDER-WITHROW HOUSE,LEXINGTON: 
Built, with four corner chimneys 
and diaper-patterned brick walls, 
around 1790, this is one of the 
oldest and architecturally most 
interesting dwellings in Lexington. 

BOTETOURT COURT HOUSE,BOTETOURT CO.: 
Greek Revival in style, this ante­
bellum. building post-dates two 
earlier court houses. Until it was 
gutted by fire in December 1970, 
the court house with its imposing 
portico, belfry and spire, was the 
architectural focal point for 
Fincastle. 

}IOW comes John Randolph to be 
utied in Richmond? There is a stone-
0 Charlotte County--which bears the 
jJ!lpie inscription : "John Randolph 
f }t()ano~e, May 31,1833: He Chose 
iS Stone and This Site." Few men 

-a'le be·en so closely identified with 
1ace as Randolph was with Roanoke 
1antation t:µid Southside. Long after 
;f.s death, Southsiders of every class 
d description remarked on the con­

inuing sense of his presence. 

In death, he chose "the unorna­
ented grave ••• the tall, unbroken 
0,rest ••• the silence and gloom that 
e:£gned undisturbed amidst that des­
rted place, 11 as an ante-bellum vis­
tor described the grave-site on 
.anake Plantation. The setting was 
ro)er,the location appropriate. He 
hose this site; but a kinsman knew 
etter. Randolph's physical remains 
ere removed to Richnond in 18 79 : 
o Hollywood, the most fashionable 
d sophisticated cemetery in Vir­

inia. The impiety of the act, the 
ncongrui ty of the setting, wrought 
y men intending to render homage ! 

--J. Everett Fauber, Jr., restorati0n 
architect for Point of Honor in 
Lynchburg and Fancy Farm in Bedford 
Co. has donated a set of measured The destruction of irreplaceable 
drawings for the latter. He has also ign~ of. Virgini~ c~unity and con­
permitted the Comm.iss ion to make a nu1.ty, 1.s a continuing tragedy. Good 
copy of his research report for t hi n have confused the assertion of 
Federal house. The CoDD11ission appre eir own historical and aesthetic 
ciates this generosity on the part dgment with devotion to tradition 
of Mr. Fauber, and solicits similM" d the physical manifestations of 
materials for its reference library. adition. In the last-third of the 

enti eth century, equally good men 
nfuse remaking the face of the 
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comm.unity with revitalizing its soul. 
Business and political leaders con­
cerned with reversing the decline of 
county village or central city have 
failed to recognize or appreciate 
the value to the community of its 
identifying symbols. 

Historical preservation is imper­
ative precisely because of the eco­
nomic and population growth , mobility 
and cultural flux which appear to 
make inevitable the destruction of 
historically-important and architect­
urally-pleasing structures. Richnond 
and Roanoke, Fredericksburg and 
Lynchburg, Portsmouth and Danville 
can ill afford to become merely great, 
unassimilated collections of people 
interchangeabl e with, and indistin­
guishable from, any other c i ty of 
their size. 

Fincastle and Palmyra, Lexing~on 
and Yorktown, Buckingham Court House 
and Heathsville, Abingdon and Winches­
ter cannot afford the loss of those 
old and pleasing public and private 
buildings which continue to mean "home" 
to successive generations of sons and 
daughters. Historic buildi ngs and sites, 
imaginatively adapted to changed and 
changing conditions and uses, can 
make an indispensable contribution 
to _ the artistic and cultural , the 
spiritual and the mundane, life of 
the couanunity. Evidences of the past, 
wisely concerved,' constitute a moral 
counter-weight to the more brutal 
aspects of i ncessant change. 
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VIRGINIA LAN™ARKS REGISTER : 
SOME RECENT ADDITIONS 

SIB OP THE GREAT BRIDGE BATTLE, 
CBISAPEAICB: The first pitched battle 
of the Revolution in Virginia was 
fought on December 9,1775, at the 
Great Bridge across the South Braneh 
of the Elizabeth River. The British 
abandoned their stronghold about 
Norfolk soon after this brief,but-­
for Governor Dunmore's supporters-­
sanguinary and demoralizing engage­
ment. 

LUNENBURG COURT ll>USE PRESERVATION 
ZONE: Th~ two-story brick temple­
form court house still visually 
dominates this tiny coamunity as 
it has for nearly a century and a 
half. Lunenburg,with its sprinkling 
9f 19th-century buildings. and out­
boila1ng1, remains one ~f the most 

picturesque and best 
Virginia's old court 
nities. 

RIPSHIN,GRAYSON CO.: Built in 
late 1920s by the noted author, 
Sherwood Anderson, this two-sto 
random-laid stone house overloo 
picturesque Laurel Creek in the 
Valley of Virginia. 

HEBRON LUTHERAN CHURCH, MADISON 
CO.: Built in 1740 by the South 
first Lutheran congregation, 
Hebron is the oldest house of 

·worship in continuous use by 
Lutherans in America. It is also 
one of the few surviving coloni 
frame churches in Virginia. 

--continues on·p. 6 




