
































NOTES ON

Benevolent activity abounds within the
FREDERICKSBURG HISTORIC DISTRICT due, in
large part, to leadership provided by the Historic
Fredericksburg Foundation. Restoration projects
are in progress, and the foundation has now
begun a revolving fund for the purpose of ac-
quiring and restoring significant buildings in
need of attention. As is the case with other

OPEN-SPACE

The VHLC has contributed significantly to
the development of an open-space easements
program as envisioned by the General Assembly
and enacted in Chapters 11 and 13 of Title 10
of the Code of Virginia (Sections 10-135 to 145
and 10-151 to 10-158; with amendments enacted
in the 1974 Regular Session). The VHLC staff
has, for example, edited and designed the
brochure currently in use by the three State
agencies involved: the Landmarks Commission
itself, the Commission on Outdoor Recreation,
and the Virginia Outdoors Foundation.

As the Commonwealth attempts to cope with
the problems of diminishing countryside and
threatened landmarks, instruments with a po-
tential for the reconciliation of conflicting
interests and competing needs, such as the
open-space easement, are especially useful.
Such easements attempt to guaranty that private-
ly owned lands will be developed only in keeping
with their historic or scenic charactery primarily
by means of insulating the owners of such
properties from undue pressures to subdivide or
commercially develop their lands.

The rights and usages of private ownership
remain unimpaired, subject only to the restric-
tions agreed to in the easement. Where lands
and buildings of historic and architectural sig-
nificance are involved, the VHLC staff is able
to render a variety of services to the property
owner in the ways and means of appropriate
preservation and construction activity.

Since February of 1969, when the VHLC
accepted its first easement — for Old Mansion
at Bowling Green in Caroline County — gifts of
historic and scenic easements have been re-
ceived for sixteen individual properties and a
Parcel of easements within the Waterford Historic

LANDMARKS

such funds, the restored structures are protected

by easements and then sold for residential or(

appropriate commercial use.

Restoration is progressing at ST. THOMAS’
CHURCH, Middletown, Frederick County, where
a campaign is under way to raise funds to rebuild
the steeple.

EASEMENTS

District. With the exception of BENTFIELD (,;,I

Brunswick County, each of the properties is
within or near to the Alexandria-Richmond-
Hampton Roads development corridor. Each — be
it a scenic rural tracty; or a suburban, or down-
town urban property — is now less vulnerable
to pressures resulting from rising taxes and
competing land-use demands.

For the people of the Commonwealthy each
easement represents a particular contribution to
the overall program of open-space conservation
and environmental protection. The Brooke's
Bank, Gay Mont, and Nanzatico easements, for
exampley being initial contributions towards the
preservation of the lower-Rappahannock Valley,
represent more even than the sum of their parts.
The Rappahannock is the least-spoiled of Vir-

ginia’s tidal rivers and its banks are lined with )

innumerable historic sites and structures in-
cluding several Registered Virginia Landmarks.
An analogous situation exists

tiguous properties along the village's original
streets have combined to help protect the visual
integrity of their historic community.

The significance of preserving important
downtown and suburban properties should be
apparent to all readers of Notes. The Chimneys
in Fredericksburg, with nearby Fall Hill and
Carlton; the Hugo Black House, Alexandria;
Kent-Valentine House, Richmond, with Woodside
in Henrico County, and also Rock Castle, Gooch-~
land; The Petersburg-Dinwiddie County planta-
tion house, Mayfield; Pleasant Hall in Virginia
Beach; Lowland Cottage and Roaring Spring, both
in Gloucester County across the York River from
the Lower Peninsula are; each and all, examples
of such properties currently protected by ease-
ments.

in Waterfordy -,
Loudoun County, where the owners of ten covL :
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Grace Pierce Hegfelfinger died on January 28, 1974, at the age
of Awendy-4ix from Anjuries sustained in a niding accident. She
was employed by the Virginia Histornic Landnarks (ommission beginning
An Seloiemém, 1977, as a sunvey. worken 5‘0/«. /‘Iagzwi.a Cowvty. From
June, 1972, until her Aragic death she served the (ommission as a
ijl-ume architectunal historian. She was devoted 2o her work and
held historic phreservation in ﬁx.g/z /Lega/w{. Several scone /J.lace.d
were added to the M’/zgx)da [ andnark.s Regxla.tm ‘as a result ogl nomina-
ions she prepared. /\’ecogzu',uon of these Landnarks, iogdfte/r. with
housands of p'/zoiog/mpﬁ‘d of historic properties taken by hen aﬁuu'.ng
her 6fu'e3‘ Lenure, are Zesiimony Zo the gua&f.y 08‘ her work and service
Zo the COmmonweaLt/z.

WU@ @ the Méﬂg,{nia Historie Landmarks (ommission that the
(onnisaion mourns the passing of Grace Pience /feﬁdfiﬂgu. As a
gestwre of the respect in which she was held by this (ommission, the
&ecwbive'ai/tecioa is instructed o x‘owa/o.c{ a .deultaé.[g p/ce,na/t.ec{ copy
03‘ this nesolution to Jen Wade //ez‘felg‘in;ea, mothen 08‘ Grace Pience
ﬁeg’{ds&lﬂgeﬁ, and Siep/zen Heg‘b/dgﬁ}zgm, hen brothen.

Frederich Herman

(Chainman
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Burwell’'s Landing became the focus of
archaeology during the summer and fall at
Kingsmill Plantation, the ongoing archaeological
project funded by Busch Development. Virginia
Historic Landmarks Commission’s excavators
uncovered the 18th century remains of a ware-
house on the James River beach, a cluster of
buildings with a well at the site of the Landing
Ordinary and part of a Revolutionary War-Civil
War fortification.

The landing was the center of considerable
commercial and military activity during the 18th
century. Col. Lewis Burwell, builder of nearby
Kingsmill Plantation, carried out his duties as
the Crown's Naval Officer at the Landing during
the 18th century, inspecting all ships clearing to
and from the Upper James. American guards
exchanged shots with the British Navy in
November 1775 at Burwell’s and later built
defenses which were captured by the Queen’s
Rangers in 1781.

The VHLC also conducted salvage excava-
tions on the Governor's Land Archaeological
District, near Jamestown. Planned development
by the firm of Benschoten and Carter of Williams-
burg prompted the work, a four day investigation
of a late 17th century domestic refuse pit in
the area of a house known to have been occupied
by Joseph Petitt in 1683. Iberian majolica,
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German stoneware, a brass sundial, and iron
tools recovered from the pit speak to the standar
of living of the Governor's 17th century tenantd

Another development project near Jamestown,
at Jockey’'s Neck, will involve land that was the
site of the 18t{1 century Bland Plantation. A
cooperative effort between the VHLC and the
Williamsburg Chapter of the Archaeological
Society of Virginia found and tested the site,
alerting development planners to its location
and significance. The VHLC, ASV, and the Vir-
ginia Department of Highways are also con-
sidering a cooperative effort at the site of the
eighteenth-century Quaker Meeting House :(
Penney Plantation in York County. <

Edward Chappell, VHLC Assistant Archae-
ologist, recently concluded the salvage excava-
tion of a circa 1800 refuse deposit discovered
in construction of the Brandy Station bypass of
Route 29 in Culpeper County. Important ceramics
and metal objects were recovered dating from a
period that has received little archaeological
attention in Virginia.

In March, the VHLC surveyed land owned by
Phillip Morris at Bermuda Hundred in Chester-
field County. The archaeological remains of an
eighteenth-century Eppes family house were
identified by test excavation, and these are

A 17th century Portugese majolica plate with a
hand-painted rabbit motif found in a trash pit on
Governor's Land near Jamestown during the
course of a recent VHLC salvage excavation
(restored, diameter 21.4 cm).
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An engraved brass sundial from the Governor's
Land trash pit, possible used by Joseph Pettit,
one of Governor Berkeley’'s tenants, ca. 1680
(diameter 13.1 cm).
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now to be left undisturbed during construction,
"/HLC workers, Chappell and Bernard Herman,

[.mve recently undertaken excavation at the
seventeenth century Thomas Swann house site
in Surry County to supplement historical informa-
tion currently available for this major early
mansion now being considered for nomination to
the Register.

The VHLC Office of Archaeology is assisting
the Valentine Museum in excavation of an early
industrial site soon to be disturbed by urban
redevelopment of the Fulton area of Richmond.

lain OQutlaw, formerly of the Kingsmill crew,
gﬂ: undertaken a test excavation at the ante

flum Richmond Glass Works site, on the basis
of historical research by James Gergat of the
Valentine staff. The Messrs. Gergat and Chappel|
undertook a preliminary archaeological investi-
gation of the site, and the project is being
funded by the museum.

Under the Field supervision of Alain Qutlaw
the VHLC assisted the Board of Regents in an
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archaeological investigation of outbuilding sites
at Gunston Hall. Mr. Outlaw explored the remains
of a possible kitchen structure and the remains
of a smokehouse. The Office of Archaeology
(Outlaw) also conducted a thorough survey of
a portion of the Coast Guard reservation at
Yorktown soon to be disturbed by road construc-
tion. The investigation establishes that the
remains of the seventeenth century York Village
will not be affected.

The VHLC has undertaken a photographic
survey of significant historical artifacts in
private collections. Messrs. Kelso and Chappell
recently photographed the extensive eighteenth
century Delft and glassware collection excavated
by Mr. Ken Quinn in Hampton. An excavation,
on behalf of the Colonial Dames, has been con-
cluded at the site of Wilton Piantation on the
James River near Richmond, where a variety of
artifacts were recovered. As a result of this
study more is now known about the mansion's
early furnishings.

View showing the excavation of Structure A at

Gunston Hall and
to the Mansion.
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