






















CORNWELL FARM, FAIRFAX COUNTY: 
Cornwell Farm was established during the early 
nineteenth century on land that was originally 
part of Lord Fairfax's Great Falls Manor. Built in 
1831 in the Georgian style of an earlier genera­
tion, the house is well crafted, with exceptionally 
fine brickwork. 

ANNE SPENCER HOUSE, LYNCHBURG: 
The house and small shingled study in the 
garden remain as a virtually undisturbed memo­
rial to the life and work of Anne Spencer 
(1881-1975). Mrs. Spencer was a lyric poet of 
considerable talent, whose determined and dedi-

Cornwell Farm, Fairfax County 

Edward & Anne Spencer Home, Lynchburg, view of garden, 
(Courtesy Turnkey Enterprises, Lynchburg) 

Taylorstown Historic District 
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cated efforts in pursuit of racial justice evinced 
the same grace and dignity as her literary and 
intellectual activities. 

TAYLORSTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT, 
LOUDOUN COUNTY: This picturesque loca­
tion, with its steady supply of water power and 
accessibility to the surrounding area, was natur­
ally attractive to millers of the mid-eighteenth 
century. Their craft was plied here for over two 
centuries, a fact of the hamlet's history visually 
symbolized by Thomas Taylor's fieldstone mill, 
now a private residence. 

ST. THOMAS' CHURCH, ORANGE 
COUNTY: Built in 1833--1834 as successor to 
the original church of St. Thomas' Parish, which 
was demolished following the Disestablishment, 
the present structure served as a hospital for 
wounded soldiers and shelter for refugees dur­
ing the War Between the States. 

Old photo of St. Thomas' Church, Orange County (Courtesy 
Wm. H.B. Thomas) 

Southside Virginia 

APPOMATTOX IRON WORKS, PETERS­
BURG: This unique complex of nine function­
ally related structures is one of the most complete 
physical records of an early iron foundry in the 
country. Much mid- to late nineteenth-century 
machinery remains along with the wooden pat­
terns from which products were cast. A small 
forge and a museum of iron making are in 
operation, the former producing domestic uten­
sils. 

NATHANIEL FRIEND HOUSE, PETERS­
BURG: This outstanding example of urban 
Federal architecture was built for Nathaniel 

Nathaniel Friend House, Petersburg (Courtesy HABS) 
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Friend, Jr., wealthy import-export merchant 
and mayor of Petersburg (1812-1813). 

CASTLEWOOD, CHESTERFIELD COUNTY: 
Castlewood, at the eastern edge of Chesterfield 
Court House, is at once one of the county's finest 
and most puzzling early-nineteenth-century 
houses. The five-part building, erected in several 
stages of uncertain sequence, contains a highly 
varied group of rooms. 

Appomattox Iron Works, Petersburg 

Castlewood, Chesterfield County 



CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY: This simple 
American Gothic Revival structure served the 
Presbyterian Church of Chester from 1878 to 
1954. 

THE LITTLE PLANTATION, HAUF AX 
COUNTY: Situated on the Dan River, the Little 
Plantation is a well-preserved example of an 
antebellum Southside tobacco plantation. The 
compact, pleasingly proportioned dwelling 
house sits at the fore of a court of early 
outbuildin·gs. 

Ch ester Presbyterian Church, Ches terfi eld County 
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Little Plantation, Halifax County 
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BOYD'S TA VERN, MECKLENBURG 
COUNTY: The original core of this rambling 
frame structure was erected early in the 
nineteenth century, probably by Alexander 
Boyd, Jr., a businessman and founder of the 
county seat community of Boydton. A family 
association intends to renovate and restore the 
structure, which was long a popular hostelry and 
community center. 

Boyd's T avern, Mecklenburg County 

Mountain fs Valley 

THE COINER-QUESENBERY HOUSE, 
WAYNESBORO: This sophisticated brick struc­
ture was built in 1806 and is one of the few early 
structures remaining in the highly industrialized 
community of Waynesboro. The house has been 
restored and adapted for use as an office 
building. 

ROARING SPRING FURNACE, BOTETOURT 
COUNTY: This water-powered, hot-blast, char­
coal furnace was built in the 1830s and returned 
to service during the war years of 1861-1865 
when it helped to supply the Tredegar Iron 
Works in Richmond. 

Coiner-Quesenbery House, Waynesboro 

25 

WILLA CATHER BIRTHPLACE, FRED­
ERICK COUNTY: American novelist and 
short-story writer Willa Cather lived her first ten 
years in the Back Creek Valley of Frederick 
County. She was born in this log and frame 
structure, the home of her maternal grand­
mother. 

HARVEY HOUSE, RADFORD: This especially 
pure example of the Queen Anne style, with its 
picturesque exterior, its handsome interior 
paneling and its robust stained glass, stands as an 
elegant monument of a local short-lived land­
development boom of the 1890s. 

Willa Ca ther Birthplace, Frede rick County 

H arvey House, Radford 



PRESTON HOUSE, SMYTH COUNTY: This 
large, rambling, early-Republican structure is 
situated on a knoll with a commanding view of 
Saltville. The Prestons, a family prominent in the 
political affairs of Southwest Virginia, lived here 
during antebellum times, when they controlled 
large portions of the salt-producing lands from 
which the town derived its name and principal 
livelihood. 

INGLES BOTTOM ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITES, MONTGOMERY COUNTY: Named 
for the pioneer family whose members have 
occupied these lands since the beginning of 
settlement, Ingles Bottom is located on the east 
bank of the New River, an ancient waterway 
utilized by mankind from 8000 B.C. to the 
present. 

MASSANUTTON HEIGHTS,PAGE COUNTY: 
Massanutton Heights is, in its architecture and 
artifacts, an essentially undisturbed example of a 
prosperous early nineteenth- century Valley 
German farmstead. It is particularly noteworthy 
for the striking stenciled decorations in the 
parlor. 

OLD STONE CHURCH, WINCHESTER: Now 
restored to its original (1788) appearance, Old 
Stone Church is an early example of the austere 
ecclesiastical architecture favored by the Scotch­
Irish of the Valley. Although the property 
passed out of Presbyterian ownership from 1834 
to 1932, as a descendant of the ancient Opequan 
Church and the meeting place for twelve early 
sessions of the Synod of Virginia, it has an 
assured standing as a community landmark. 

LIBERTY HALL ACADEMY RUINS, 
ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY: Washington and 
Lee University has undertaken to study and 
preserve the Mulberry Hill site of its precursor, 
Liberty Hall Academy. Liberty Hall, begun as 
Augusta Academy in 1749, was in operation here 
during the early years of the Republic. 

Massanutton Heights, Page County 
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FORT CRISWELL SITE, WYTHE COUNTY: 
Two interstate highways will shortly interchange 
at the site of colonial Fort Chiswell, a location 
occupied successively by Alexander Sayers 
(1752-1765), Colonel William Byrd (1760-
1761), James McGavock and McGavock descen­
dants (1771--1901). Archaeological study of the 
threatened portion of the site has been com­
pleted. 

DAUGHERTY'S CAVE SITE AND THE 
BREEDING SITE, RUSSELL COUNTY: These 
physically related and complementary sites con­
tain nine thousand years of stratified natural and 
cultural deposits of considerable value to an­
thropologists, ecologists, natural historians, and 
students of folklore. 

SINGERS GLEN, ROCKINGHAM COUNTY: 
Although the early development-and sub­
sequent naming--of Singers Glen is associated 
with Joseph Funk, antebellum Mennonite 
church musician and publisher, the village's 
architectural character is a product of its late 
nineteenth-century period of growth and pros­
perity. 

Old Stone Church, Winchester 

Liberty Hall Academy ruins, Rockbridge County 
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Calder Loth spoke on preserving historic dis­
tricts at the second Lynchburg Seminar on 
historic preservation, September 23. The semi­
nar was sponsored by the Lynchburg Historical 
Foundation, Inc., the Junior League of Lynch­
burg, Inc., and the Fidelity National Bank. 

Virginia Landmarks registrar Cory Pellegrin 
(left) with assistant registrar Ann Miller leaving 
Morson's Row offices to mail the latest batch of 
VHLC plaques. These plaques will eventually be 
available to the owner or administrator of each 
registered Virginia landmark. Pellegrin trained 
as an art historian (B.A. in Fine Arts, 1974) at the 
College of William and Mary. She is responsible 
for maintenance of the Virginia Landmarks 
Register and serves as a liaison between the 
VHLC and the Keeper of the National Register 
in Washington. She is also responsible for much 
of the correspondence between the VHLC staff 
and owners of registered landmarks. 

Ann Miller organized, and prepared an index 
for, the Commission's extensive file of pre-1861 
Mutual Assurance policies during the summers 
of 1972, 1973, 1974. She joined the staff full time 
after graduation from Bridgewater College in 

May 1975. In addition to assisting Pellegrin, she 
maintains files for properties covered by ease­
ment and for registered landmarks generally. 

VHLC Executive Director Junius R. Fishburne,Jr., with architectural historian Calder Loth and Chauncey Spencer at the Anne 
Spencer property, Lynchburg. Building shown was the noted poet's study, which, with her house and garden, has been added to 
the Virginia Landmarks Register (See Register section). "Courtesy The News & The Daily Advance, Lynchburg, Virginia" 
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Virginia Research Center 
for Archaeology 

The merger of the archaeology office of the 
Virginia State Library with the Virginia Research 
Center for Archaeology of the Virginia Historic 
Landmarks Commission has streamlined the 
Commonwealth's archaeological review of de­
velopment projects. Under the new review pro­
cedures, the VRCA's staff members, Wayne 
Clark, David Hazzard, Keith Egloff, and Martha 
McCartney, are responsible for evaluating all 
federally funded or licensed projects from an 
archaeological perspective. The VHLC retains 
the primary responsibility for reviewing possible 
effect on standing structures and historic sites. 

The VHLC and the United States Soil Conser­
vation Service have entered into a contractural 
agreement to survey various soil conservation 
projects throughout the Commonwealth. Ini­
tially, archaeological survey and study of rele­
vant historical documents will concentrate on 
various watershed projects. In addition to the 
immediate significance of these sites, the VRCA 
hopes to work out models of prehistoric density 
and distributio'n that may be used for predicting 
probable importance of sites in the future. 

The Indian Point site, located adjacent to the 
Patawomeke site, has been given partial protec­
tion from erosion by the erection of a bulkhead 

around the point. All but forty feet of the site has 
been lost to the waves of Potomac Creek. The 
absence of adequate survey data for the Virginia 
side of the Potomac River has been partly 
rectified by Steve Potter of the University of 
North Carolina who has turned in 14 7 site survey 
forms for Northumberland County. The survey 
will be the subject of Mr. Potter's Ph.D. disserta­
tion at the University of North Carolina. 

The VRCA staff continues to analyze data 
from its three-year excavation at Kingsmill. 
Three annual reports have been completed and 
a fourth is in progress. Analysis ofKingsmill data 
from seventeenth-century sites show patterns of 
domestic architecture for which no known build­
ings surviye in Virginia. 

Staff archaeologist Carter Hudgins is complet­
ing the final report of highway salvage excava­
tions at one of colonial Williamsburg's ports of 
entry, College Landing. Burial and domestic 
sites provide new insight into black culture 
during the late-colonial and post-revolutionary 
eras; and sites relating to occupational activities 
have potential for contributing to the knowledge 
of racial acculturation during the late eighteenth 
century. 

The final report has been completed for the 

Robert Anderson excavating refuse pit at Governor's Land. Sword and ceramics shown date 
from late period of Virginia Company (ca. 1617-1625). 

excavations directed by Keith Egloff near Colo­
nial Beach. Very little of the house site survived 
undisturbed in the area of James Monroe's 
birthplace. Display cases relating to the site have 
been installed in the Westmoreland County 
Museum at Montross. Elsewhere in Tidewater, 
the research project at Governor's Landing, near 
Jamestown, ended its first season. Alain Outlaw, 
field supervisor for the project which is being 
funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
reports recovery of remarkably well-preserved 
early seventeenth-century military artifacts and 
a settlement site most probably dating from ca. 
1618-1630. 

The Koehler site at Martinsville was excavated 
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prior to destruction by a sewage treatment plant. 
The site, apparently dating from the late­
Woodland-Indian to early historic period (ca. 
1300-1630), was studied by means of federal 
funding. 

Keith Egloff and David Hazzard of the VRCA, 
with assistance from Tom Funk and Martha 
McCartney, worked with volunteers from the 
Wytheville area and the upper New River, Wolf 
Hills, and Roanoke chapters of the Archaeology 
Society of Virginia in the continued excavation 
of the Fort Chiswell site in Southwest Virginia. 
The results complement the earlier work done 
by the University of Virginia and resolved the 
major questions raised by those excavations. 

Early seventeenth-century timber house site and associated refuse pits excavated by VRCA at the Governor's Land site near 
Jamestown. 
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Noteson 
Landmarks 
BOYKIN'S TAVERN, Isle of Wight County, 
faces an uncertain future. In recent months the 
Isle of Wight Planning Commission concluded 
that restoration of the eighteenth-century struc­
ture as a county office building is unfeasible and 
recommended that a modern building be put on 
the site. 

The BRUNSWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
in Lawrenceville is currently undergoing an ex­
tensive renovation. Plans call for the rebuilding 
of the interior of the Greek Revival structure, 
although the impressive main stair is to be 
preserved. 

Restoration of the BALL-SELLERS HOUSE, 
Arlington County, a rare example of a poor 
farmer's house of the late eighteenth century, 
has commenced under the auspices of the Ar­
lington Historical Society. The oldest section of 
the house will be maintained as a museum, 
while the nineteenth-century portion has been 
renovated for use as a dwelling. Careful removal 
of wallboard revealed surviving portions of 
original plaster, lath, and chairboard attached 
to the crude log walls. 

Ronald E . Shibley, Director of Historic Fred­
ericksburg Foundation Incorporated, dis­
assembles a nineteenth century smokehouse on 
Lafayette Boulevard which will be reassembled 
in the backyard of The Chimneys on Caroline 
Street as a toolshed. Although used most recently 
as a taxi stand, this 8 x 8 foot building which 
was given to the Foundation had its origin on a 
farm in Stafford County where it reputedly 
served as a meathouse for Gen. Ambrose E. 
Burnside, the Union Commander. The VHLC 
holds an easement on The Chimneys and recon­
struction of the small building on that property 
had received prior approval by the Commission. 
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Ball-Se llers House, Arlington County . Restoration m 
progress. 

Supplied with vehicle, camera, maps, and VHLC 
architectural survey forms, Jeff O'Dell records 
the Durette House, Henrico County. The Hen­
rico survey of over 300 sites and structures is 
being published in a profusely-illustrated book 
available from the County Department of Plan­
ning. O'Dell has also surveyed some 900 build­
ings in Petersburg and is presently employed by 
Chesterfield County where he is completing an 
inventory of early structures for use by the Plan­
ning Department. 
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