




















Southside Virginia 

BERRY HILL, PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY: 
This southside plantation has been in the 
Perkins-Wilson-Hairston family for nine genera­
tions. Its Federal farmhouse, converted early in 
this century to a rambling, Colonial Revival resi­
dence, is interesting for its complex plan and 
irregular outline . Of special interest is its collec­
tion of some twenty outbuildings, one of the 
largest in the state . 

WILLIAM H. BOWERS HOUSE, PETERS­
BURG: Until it was demolished in October, 
1977, the Bowers House was practically without 

Berry Hill, Pittsylvania County 

Eure ka, Mecklenburg County 
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peer among fine examples of urban Federal 
architecture. Begun in 1827, the building was 
beautifully articulated, and its detailing exhibited 
Federal-period craftsmanship at its highest level. 

EUREKA, MECKLENBURG COUNTY: This 
elaborately ornamented structure stands as an 
exceptionally well-preserved Italianate villa, one 
of the few of its type in the state . It was built in 
1854-59 for the Baskervill family and was de­
signed by Jacob Holt, a mid-nineteenth-century 
architect who worked in both Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

William H. Bowers House, Petersburg 

Gholso n Bridge, Brunswick Cou nty 

GHOLSON BRIDGE, BRUNSWICK COUNTY: 
Completed in 1884 the Gholson Bridge is one of 
the oldest multi-span truss bridges in the state. 
It was constructed by the Wrought Iron Bridge 
Company and employs a two-span through Pratt 
truss. It remains part of the state highway system. 

FARMER HOUSE, AMELIA COUNTY : Dating 
from the early 1820s, the Farmer House is a large, 
frame I-house with fine woodwork, probably 
erected by Nelson Farmer. Characterized by its 
two stories and center-passage, single-pile plan, 
the I-house was a popular form of house design 
in early nineteenth-century Virginia. 

Farmer House, Amelia County 
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St. J o hn"s Church , Grub Hill , Amelia County 

ST.JOHN'S CHURCH, GRUB HILL, AMELIA 
COUNTY: Grub Hill Church is a picturesque 
example of the Gothic Revival style patronized 
by the Episcopal denomination in the mid-nine­
teenth century. The church was consecrated by 
Bishop Meade in 1852. 



OAKRIDGE, NOTTOWAY COUNTY: This 
carefully detailed frame house was erected 
around 1800 for Burwell Smith. It is a good ex­
ample of a residence of a prosperous Early Re­
publican planter in the region. A noteworthy 
feature of the interior is the Chinese lattice stair 
railing. 

PETERSBURG CITY HALL, PETERSBURG: 
Originally built as the U.S. Customs House and 
Post Office, the City Hall is a typical example of 
the work of Ammi B. Young, Supervising Archi­
tect of the U. S. Treasury. Young designed 
numerous Federal government buildings in 
major cities throughout the country, nearly all of 
which are in a Renaissance Revival mode. The 
Petersburg building was erected 1856-59. 

Oakridge, Nottoway County 

Petersburg City Hall 
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REEDY CREEK ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE, 
SOUTH BOSTON: The Reedy Creek site was 
the location of an Indian village between 900-
1400 A.D. The good state of preservation of the 
sites' subsistence materials enhances the under­
standing of the prehistoric cultural development 
of the Dan River drainage. 

TABB STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
PETERSBURG: Designed by Thomas U. Walter 
and completed in 1844, the Tabb Street Church 
is an outstanding example of Greek Revival 
architecture. With its monumental Doric portico 
and generously scaled interior the building illus­
trates Walter's sure grasp of the Greek style. The 
present building is the third structure to serve its 
congregation, established in 1813. 

Tabb Street Presbyterian Church, Petersburg 

.. 

Mountain fs Valley 

BIG CRAB ORCHARD ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITE, TAZEWELL COUNTY: This archaeolog­
ical site was the location of one of the first 
settlements in southwestern Virginia. A border 
fort, Fort Witten, was established there in 1774, 
and in 1793 the first Pisgah Church was erected 
on the tract. In addition to its historic sites, Big 
Crab Orchard contains a complex of prehistoric 
Indian sites. 

CHRISTIANSBURG PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, CHRISTIANSBURG, MONT­
GOMERY COUNTY: The Christiansburg Pres­
byterian Church is probably the most refined of 
an architecturally distinctive group of Greek 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 
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Revival churches located in communities in and 
around the Roanoke Valley. The church was 
built in 1853 by James E. Crush of Fincastle. 
Its facade is a masterpiece of geometrical 
composition. 

CLIFTON FURNACE, ALLEGHANY 
COUNTY: Located in the scenically famous 
Rainbow Gap, Clifton Furnace was a major 
center of iron-making, a principal industry of 
mid-nineteenth-century Virginia. The structure 
was built in 1846 as a cold-blast charcoal furnace 
and operated for eight years·. The nearby city of 
Clifton Forge derives its name from the site. 

Clifton Furnace, Alleghany County 



CHURCH HILL, ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY: 
The present house at Church Hill is a handsome 
Greek Revival structure built by the Thompson 
family in 1848. An interesting feature of the 
interior is the marbleized stair. The house is 
believed to occupy the site of the birthplace of 
Sam Houston, a major figure in the early history 
of Texas. 

COINER HOUSE, AUGUSTA COUNTY: This 
unimposing brick I-house, built by the Coiner 
family in the late 1820s, contains some of the 
most elaborate and best preserved examples ever 
found of the colorful, wildly imaginative painting 
and woodworking for which early nineteenth­
century western Virginia houses are noted. 

DAL TON THEATRE BUILDING, PULASKI, 
PULASKI COUNTY: Designed in 1921 by 
James C. Lombard and Company of Washing­
ton, D. C., the Dalton Theatre is a fine example of 
an early twentieth-century entertainment palace 
and the only known survival of its type in South­
west Virginia. The theatre section is incorpo­
rated within an office building following the 
precedent set by Louis Sullivan's Auditorium in 
Chicago. 

FORT RODES, PAGE COUNTY: Probably built 
by John Rodes II in the fourth quarter of the 

Church Hill, Rockbridge County 
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eighteenth century, this center-chimney log 
Flurkuchenhaus (three-room plan) was, like many 
Rhenish-style houses in Page County, anglicized 
in the early nineteenth century by the removal of 
the central stack and the construction of end 
chimneys. It is believed to stand on the site of the 
first Rodes house, scene (in 1764) of the last 
recorded Indian attack in Page County·. 

FORT STOVER, PAGE COUNTY: This two­
story stone house, built by the Stovers late in the 
eighteenth century, is an excellent example of 
the transitional house plans of German­
American culture in the Valley of Virginia. Re­
taining a three-room German plan, it neverthe­
less has end chimneys and regularized fenestra­
tion influenced by Anglo-American models. Re­
markably unaltered, Fort Stover retains a profu­
sion of early woodwork, bevel-edged sheathing, 
and early paint. 

FOX FARM ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE, 
SMYTH COUNTY: The Fox Farm Site, sporad­
ically visited during the late Archaic period, is an 
interesting occupied Indian village of the late 
Woodland Period. The site has outstanding po­
tential for providing information on settlement 
patterns, house buildings, and burial practices 
of Virginia's prehistoric Indians. 

Coi ner H ouse, Augus ta County 

Goshen Land Company Bridge, Rockbridge County 

Fort Stover, Page County Dalton Theatre Building, Pulaski 

Fort Rodes, Page County 
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GOSHEN LAND COMPANY BRIDGE, 
ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY: This fine example of 
a metal, Pratt truss bridge was built in 1890 by the 
Groton Bridge Company for the Goshen Land 
and Improvement Company, one of the "land 
boom" developers in the Shenandoah Valley. 
Among the interesting features are its ornate 
cresting and sign listing the officers of the 
Goshen Company. 

GRAYSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE, IN­
DEPENDENCE, GRAYSON COUNTY: 
Grayson County's courthouse is the third court 
building to serve the county and the second to 
stand in Independence. The present structure is 
a fine example of the picturesque romanticism 
that characterized many late Victorian and Ed­
wardian public buildings. Accented by four 
pointed octagonal towers, the building was de­
signed by Frank Milburn and Company, of 
Washington, D. C., and was completed in 1908. 

HEISTON-STRICKLER HOUSE (OLD 
STONE HOUSE), PAGE COUNTY: This well­
known Page County landmark has been in the 
hands of a single family since a few years after its 
erection in the late eighteenth century. Derived 
from three-room house models brought to Vir­
ginia from Europe, by way of Pennsylvania, the 
Heiston-Strickler House also shows graphic evi­
dence of the absorption of English ideas in its end 

Grayson County Courthouse 

Heiston-Strickler House, Page County 
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chimneys. Many early decorative details survive 
in this little-altered dwelling. 

HOPEWELL FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 
FREDERICK COUNTY: The original portion 
of this meeting house was completed in 1761 and 
has remained in continuous use. A monument to 
Virginia's Quaker heritage, the building is a 
notably early example of the austere stone archi­
tecture introduced in the Valley by Pennsylvania 
settlers. 

KIMBERLING LUTHERAN CEMETERY, 
WYTHE COUNTY: The Kimberling cemetery 
contains an outstanding collection of traditional 
German gravestones erected between 1800 and 
1850. The stones are ornamented with a variety 
of Continental motifs including hearts, stars, 
vines, and pinwheels. The German settlers 
erected their first church there in 1797; the 
present building dates from 1913. 

LINVILLE CREEK BRIDGE, ROCKBRIDGE 
COUNTY: Built in 1898 by the Wrought Iron 
Bridge Company, this bridge is significant from 
an engineering standpoint as it incorporates as­
pects of both the double-Pratt and Warren trus­
ses. This hybrid truss system is known as the 
Whipple-type truss, and the Linville Bridge is an 
unusually long example. 

Hopewell Friends Meeting House, Frederick County 

Linville Creek Bridge, Rockbridge County 

LOONEY MILL CREEK ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITE, BOTETOURT COUNTY: This tract con­
tains archaeological sites of both prehistoric and 
historic significance. There is evidence of slight 
utilization of the area between 6000 to 2000 B.C. 
This was followed by more intensive settlement 
during the late Woodland period. Robert 
Looney established his homestead there in 1742, 
and his place was visited by many settlers on their 
way west. 

HENRY MILLER HOUSE, AUGUSTA 
COUNTY: Scenically located in the Shenandoah 
Valley countryside, this stone farmhouse was 
erected in the late eighteenth century for Henry 
Miller, a noted iron manufacturer. This dwel­
ling's plan, architectural detailing, and stone 
construction reflect the Anglo-German cultural 
amalgamation that took place in the area after 
the Revolution. 

NEW PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY: A dis­
tinguished example of Greek Revival architec­
ture, New Providence was patterned after 
churches designed by the Robert L. Dabney, 
prominent Presbyterian minister and amateur 
architect. The church was completed in 1859. Its 
congregation was organized in 1746 by John 
Blair, a pioneer Presbyterian leader. 

Kimberling Lutheran Cemetery, Wythe County 

OLD TOMBSTONE (DENTON MONU­
MENT), ROANOKE COUNTY: The locally 
famous Old Tombstone was carved sometime 
after 1805 by Lawrence Krone, the most noted of 
the early nineteenth-century Valley German 
stonecarvers, as a memorial to the young Robert 
Denton and as a register of his immediate family. 
As a mixture of German and British folk ele­
ments, it is a striking product of a transitional 
period in western Virginia folk culture. 

Old Tombstone (Denton Monument), Roanoke County 

Henry Miller House, Augusta County 
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Spring-wood Truss Bridge, Botetourt County Wilson Warehouse, Buchanan, Botetourt County 

St. John's Lutheran Church, Wythe County 

White House, Page County 
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Yellow Sulphur Springs, Montgomery County 

ST. JOHN~ LUTHERAN CHURCH AND 
CEMETERY, WYTHEVILLE, WYTHE 
COUNTY: This picturesquely situated group 
includes an 1854 church and an exceptional 
group of early German gravestones. The 
church's roof has an interesting German-style 
structural system. The gravestones with their 
curious Germanic motifs, are mostly the work of 
Lawrence Krone, noted Valley stonecarver. 

SPRINGWOOD TRUSS BRIDGE, BOTE­
TOURT COUNTY: This three-plan bridge 
across the James River is the state's only example 
of a major wooden truss bridge still in use. 
The dramatic structure was completed in 1884 
by the Richmond and Alleghany Railroad Com­
pany for Botetourt County. It is now part of the 
state highway system. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, PAGE COUNTY: The 
White House was built by the Kauffman family in 
the eighteenth century as a two-story, central­
chimney German Flurkuchenhaus. Traditional 
features of that house type include the center 
chimney, a vaulted cooling celler and a two-level 
storage loft. In the early nineteenth century the 
house was remodeled in the Federal style, and it 
retains striking woodwork and much early paint 
from that alteration. 

WILSON WAREHOUSE, BUCHANAN, 
BOTETOURT COUNTY: The Wilson 
Warehouse is a striking relic of the commercial 
life of prosperous, antebellum western Virginia. 
The architecturally sophisticated Greek Revival 
structure, was built in 1839 as a combined dwel­
ling, warehouse, and store for John S. Wilson. 

YELLOW SULPHUR SPRINGS, MONTGOM­
ERY COUNTY: Developed in the early nine­
teenth century, the Yellow Sulphur Springs com­
plex presents an intriguing picture of upper 
middle-class leisure-time and therapeutic pur­
suits in the,. mid-Victorian era. Despite the loss 
of its main hotel building and several cottages, 
the surviving original hotel structure, cottage 
row, gazebo, proprietor's house, and rare bowl­
ing alley, make this resort one of the most 
complete spa complexes in the state. 

Tax Benefits For Owners of Historic Landmarks 

The Tax Reform Act of 1976 establishes 
important incentives for the preservation 
and rehabilitation of historic commercial 
and income-producing properties listed on 
the National Register or located within a 
registered historic district. Among other 
benefits the act allows an owner of a historic 
structure that has been certified by the 
VHLC to deduct for federal income tax 
purposes over a 60-month period the costs 
of "certified rehabilitation" even if the ex­
pected life of the improvements exceeds 60 
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months, in lieu of otherwise allowable de­
preciation deductions. If a property qualifies 
as a "substantially rehabilitated historic prop­
erty", the owner may instead depreciate the 
"basis" or cost of the entire structure at a 
faster rate than the rate an owner otherwise 
would be allowed to use. The VHLC will 
supply additional information on the Tax 
Reform Act upon request. It should be 
noted that the provisions of the act do not 
apply to owner-occupied private residences. 
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