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Ithough Virginia’s archaeological re-

sources are largely invisible, their potential

is great for yielding new, unique informa-
tion about our past. Since early 1978 the Virginia
Research Center for Archacology has recognized
the need to nominate archaeological sites to the
Virginia Landmarks Register and the National
Register of Historic Places as the ultimate means
of preserving Virginia’s archaeological resources.
Toward that end an increased effort has been
made to research and identify significant archaeo-
logical sites within the Commonwealth.

As a result of the current interpretation of the
federal tax laws, it has become increasingly difficult
for archaeological sites, particularly those involving
large acreages, to attain National Register status.
Each site submitted in nomination must be carefully
researched and tested by an intensive archacological
field survey. This work spatially delimits and asses-
ses the integrity of the archaeological remains and
substantiates the boundaries of the acreage nomi-
nated.

Ten historic and prehistoric archaeological sites
surveyed and nominated by the VRCA have been
accepted for inclusion in the state and federal
registers. The historic sites span the 18th century
and are scattered across Virginia from Tidewater to
the mountains.

The first of these, College Landing on College
Creek, a once-navigable tidal waterway feeding
into the James River, was one of two port facilities
laid out in 1699 to serve Williamsburg, the colonial
capital. A conduit for the capital’s domestic and
foreign trade with various parts of the British
colonial world, College Landing, also called
Princess Anne Port, flourished as a small but active
community. A tavern, brewery, cart and flatboat
livery, storage warehouses and other businesses
related to merchant shipping grew up around Col-
lege Landing’s official tobacco inspection
warehouse, which was established there by a 1705
Act of Assembly. A ferry plied across the James to
Hog Island, and flatboats bearing tobacco, lumber
and other domestic produce arrived from points
further up the river. During the Revolutionary War
the Landing was a debarkauon point for troops and
military supplies.

Today, at low tide, the wooden footings of the
tobacco warehouse protruding above the surface of
College Creek are the only visible remnant of a
once-bustling trade center. When plans were made
to extend a road through the area in 1976, the
VRCA conducted an archacological survey on
those parts of College Landing directly affected
by construction. Architectural and artifactual data
were collected from several 18th-century struc-
tures. Although some of the archaeological re-
mains were destroyed, information that other-
wise would have vanished was retrieved and the
remainder of the site was preserved.

In 1977, at the request of two county historical
societies, VRCA archaeologists became involved in
locating two early 18th-century Virginia frontier
forts, Germanna and Christanna. Built more than
two hundred miles apart, both forts were con-
structed in 1714 by Governor Alexander
Spotswood as parts of a scheme for defending the
lengthy, sparsely settled Virginia frontier against
hostile Indians.

Spotswood chose to settle twelve German immi-
grant families on his Orange County property on
the Rapidan River to be a deterent to warlike Indian
tribes to the north. He also employed the Germans
as indentured servants in his nearby iron mines. He
constructed for them a pentagonal palisade within
which they lived with their livestock. A contem-
porary visitor described these settlers as living
“very miserably” in “ruinous tenements.” While
the Germans departed from Germanna as soon as
they had fulfilled their indentures, Spotswood
promoted settlement in the area by building himself
a mansion, called by his contemporaries an “En-
chanted Castle.”

It was a search for the Enchanted Castle that
brought VRCA archaeologists to Orange County
in 1977 to conduct an archaeological survey. The
Orange County Historical Society and the owner of
the property presumed to contain the Spotswood
mansion wanted to locate the site in order to
preserve it. Limited testing produced abundant
architectural evidence that a large brick mansion
and line of outbuildings had indeed existed at the
site. Fragments of fine Chinese porcelain matching

the description contained in Spotswood’s inventory
further identified the mansion’s remains and at-
tested that Spotswood succeeded in duplicating the
elegance and sophistication of Tidewater plantation
life in a remote frontier environment.

At the close of 1977 the Brunswick County
Historical Society requested that the VRCA locate
the site of Fort Christanna, the second military
outpost established by Governor Spotswood.
Placing the fort at a bend of the Meherrin River,
Spotswood hoped to settle Tributary Indian tribes,
who affirmed their loyalty to the British by paying
an annual tribute of furs and skins to the colonial
government. Spotswood set up a school for Indian
children at Fort Christanna, and invited the Great
Men of each tribe to enroll two of their children as

VRCA archacologists discovered the site of Fort
Christianna througi archival research that em-
phasized a study of historical maps. They con-
ducted an archaeological reconnaissance survey,
excavating test pits in several high-probability
areas. These tests positively identified sections of
the Fort Christanna palisade line within 150 feet of
the Colonial Dames’ marker. Additional testing at
the site a half mile from the fort, where the historical
record alleged Spotswood’s personal residence to
be, revealed a domestic site dating to the first
quarter of the 18th century, presumably
Spotswood’s mansion. The Sapony Indian village
site also has been identified tentatively. The three
main components of the Fort Christanna Ar-
chacological District—fort, residence, and Indian

An 1845 engraving depicts the birthplace of President James Monroe

students. Spotswood’s correspondence reveals that
he viewed the Indian children as hostages, and that
he intended the Tributary Indians to serve as a
barrier between outlying British settlers and the
hostile Indian tribes to the south and west. By
establishing the Virginia Indian Company’s trade
monopoly at Fort Christanna, Spotswood hoped
to eliminate the occasional bloody disputes between
Indians and frontiersmen over trade. Again,
Spotswood built himself a personal resi(fence
nearby.

The Sapony Indians responded to Spotswood'’s
plan by establishing a village near the fort. Their
language, way of li%c, and the architecture of their
village are detailed in the historical record by con-
temporary visitors to Fort Christanna. But
Spotswood’s plan quickly lost the support of the
colonial government, and the official sanction of the
settlement was short-lived. In 1924 the National
Society of Colonial Dames placed a monument
where Fort Christanna was traditionally thought
to be. Its location, however, had become a matter
for dispute in recent years.

village—present a unique opportunity for ar-
chaeological research into the relatively unstudied
Contact Period.

The Looney Mill Creek Site in Botetourt
County, consisting of prehistoric and historic com-
ponents, contains archaeological remains of Ar-
chaic Indian occupation, ca. 6000-2000 B.C., and
evidence of more intensive Indian habitation during
the Late Woodland Period. Frontiersman Robert
Looney moved into the area in 1742, built his
homestead, constructed a mill, and operated a ferry
across the creek, which was on a main route west-
ward. During the French and Indian War Looney
fortified his cabin, a structure which became known
as Fort Looney and which served as a refuge to
settlers and travelers alike during outbreaks of
Indian hostility.

Three other archaeological complexes having a
military association have achieved Register status.
One, Fort Chiswell in Wythe County, was the site
of Colonel William Byrd, I1I's encampment during
the winter of 1760-61 when his men occupied the
farmstead of frontiersman Alexander Sayers.



Byrd’s men reinforced Sayers’s cabin as a fort and
built a losenge-shaped powder magazine adjacent
to it. After the troops abandoned the property,
James McGavock, a consumate entrepreneur who
capitalized on westward migration through Fort
Chiswell, built an ordinary, trading post, mill, and
blacksmith ‘and carpenter shops there adjacent to
the public road.

Fort Chiswell served as the major distribution
point for the lead supply furnished American
troops in southwestern Virginia and northern
North Carolina during the Revolutionary War. At
the close of the war Tory trials were held at Fort
Chiswell, which had become the site of the
Montgomery County Courthouse. Commercial

Excavating an 18th-century structure at College Landing

activity flourished at Fort Chiswell until the first
part of the 19th century.

When the Virginia Department of Highways and
Transportation plannctiJ an interchange of In-
terstates 77 and 81 at Fort Chiswell, the VRCA
initiated in-depth archaeological and historical re-
search that resulted in the excavation of the Sayers
cabin-fort and smokehouse, Byrd’s powder
magazine, and James McGavock’s home, all of
which would be impacted by construction. Other
archaeological features were identified and the re-
mainder of the site was preserved intact.

In September 1775 the Fredericksburg Gun
Manufactory was established on the edge of that
city to manufacture and repair small arms for the
regiments of numerous Virginia counties during the
Revolution. Workmen were expected to make their
own tools and machinery and to produce firearms
from rough materials—iron, steel, and walnut
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planking. In addition, old arms were restored to a
usable condition. A former Tory mill on the prop-
erty was adapted for grinding off gun barrels,
bayonets, and ramrods. A stone powdger magazine
of the same plan and dimensions as the Wil-
liamsburg magazine was built to receive public arms
and ammuniton from other manufacturers.

Artisans, white apprentices and negro laborers
lived at the gun manufactory together, “taking their
meals at one big table as a f;rgc family,” according
to factory director Charles Dick. The workmen
were furnished osnaburg trousers and work-shirts,
coarse stockings and sturdy shoes, and they grew
their own food in a large garden.

By May 1777 the gunnery was producing twenty

muskets a week, complete with bayonets. In addi-
tion to supplying arms to the state regiments, the
Fredericksbur% Gun Manufactory provided the
Marquis de Lafayette’s men with 600 stand of arms
and 50,000 cartridges. The gunnery continued to
function until 1783. An archaeological survey of the
Fredericksburg Gun Manufactory established the
site’s dimensions and revealed a portion of one
building.

Another military industrial complex dating to the
Revolutionary War, the Chickahominy Shipyard
lies in upper James City County on the Chick-
ahominy River. Once the official shipyard of the
Virginia State Navy, the only navy esta{;lished and
maintained by an American colony, this archaelogi-
cal site consists of nautical and dry land components
and has substantial historical documentation.

Constructed in Spring 1777, the Chickahominy
Shipyard produced and outfitted or repaired such

vessels of the American fleet as the Thetis, the brig
Jefferson, and the galleys Manley and Safe Guard.
Portable bateaux, or shallow-bottomed boats, de-
signed by General George Washington for use in
the upper James River were built in the Chick-
ahominy Shipyard.

Ship’s carpenters and blacksmiths, joiners and
clerks worked at the shipyard under the supervision
of a master builder and shipyard superintendent.
According to Naval Board records, they were
furnished room, board, and clothing, and were
exempted from military service. The Chick-
ahominy Shipyard contributed greatly to the naval
build-up preceding the battle of Yorktown in
October 1781, and played an integral role in the

Exposed foundation of Governor Spotswood’s
Enchanted Castle at Germanna

outcome of the Revolutionary War. It was de-
stroyed by British forces on April 22, 1781 at4 p.m.

Archacological remains consisting of land sites
and at least two submerged shipwrecks lie within
the area protected by the Register. Wooden boat
slips where colonial ships once were launched can
be seen still in the shallows along the shoreline.

The homes of two 18th-century men, one of
national reputation and the other of local im-
portance, recently attained Register status. Early in
1976 VRCA archaeologists were asked to substan-
tiate whether remains of an 18th-century structure
in a Westmoreland County park represented, as
tradition supposed, the birthplace and boyhood
home of James Monroe, fifth President of the
United States. The combined efforts of ar-
chacological and historical research provided a con-
vincing case that it was, for the 186" x 57’ structure
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excavated matched an 1845 engraving of Monroe’s
birthplace.

James Monroe’s father, Spence Monroe, was a
cabinetmaker, or joiner, by trade. The 1774 inven-
tory made at his death was consistent with the kinds
of artifactual material found, which included frag-
ments of carpenter’s tools. The inventory indicated
that the Monroe family had modest means and lived
on a small, working plantation. Spence Monroe’s
major investment lay in land, livestock and his ten
slaves, rather than in decorative items for his home.
Excavation of the main house and other buildings at
the Monroe site yielded mostly utilitarian objects,
supporting the historical record and illustrating an
early example of American social mobility.

The need to protect the 18th-century Bryan
Manor Plantation site near Williamsburg led to its
placement on the State and National Registers. The
Bryan mansion, which has an architecturally
unique foundation of bog iron bonded together
with shell mortar, was the home of Frederick
Bryan, a York County Deputy Sheriff, prominent
Williamsburg citizen, and wealthy appointive offi-
cial.

Since York County records are essentially intact,
the potential exists for relating Frederick Bryan’s
inventory to the archacologicaf remains at the site.
The Bryan tract was part of the land Frederick
Bryan inherited from his father. He accumulated
much of his wealth during the last ten years of his
life, 1761-71, through his public duties and by
officiating at estate settlements. He served on the
vestry of Bruton Parish Church with such promi-
nent Virginians as Mann Page, Benjamin Waller and
Lewis Burwell. His considerable income was in-
creased by the selling of produce from his various
landholdings and the leasing of his land and slaves.

In addition to the historic sites previously men-
tioned, a Smyth County prehistoric site, Fox Farm,
has been named to both Registers. Used sporadi-
cally during the Late Archaic period, Fox Farm was
an Indian village occupied intensively during the
late Woodland period. The well-preserved faunal
and floral remains at Fox Farm have considerable
research potential regarding the subsistence
strategies employed by the inhabitants of the nar-
row flood plain valleys of southwestern Virginia.
The presence of human remains interred with their
heads to the south, rather than to the east, as was
customary, contrasts sharply with other prehistoric
sites in southwest Virginia.

The preservation of the archaeological record is
crucial. Uncorrupted information about Virginia’s
past can enlarge our perceptions of that portion of
the human population who left no written record.
Archacological research can also reveal details
within a past culture 100 ordinary to have been
recorded. The VRCA's efforts to propose new sites
for the State and Federal Registers continues. An
18th-century poorhouse, two colonial towns, the
birthplace of a Virginia Governor, a Civil War fort
and two major prehistoric sites number among the
archacological sites cuurently being investigated.

—by Martha McCartney
Research Specialist
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The VHLC’s underwater archacological project
on the Yorktown Shipwrecks has received a
maritime grant of $239,315 from the Department of
the Interior’s Heritage Conservation and Recrea-
tion Service. The award is one of 84 maritime
grants-in-aid totaling $5 million appropriated from
the nation’s $60 million historic preservation
budget for 1979.

The VHLC must match the grant dollar for
dollar, and is actively seeking funds from the Gen-
eral Assembly and from private sources. Nautical
Archaeologist John Broadwater, Director of the
Yorktown Shipwrecks project, says the money will
be used to construct a protective cofferdam around
one shipwreck and to build a pier from shore that
will enable the public to view the excavation site.

The Yorktown project began in 1976, and since
1978 has proceeded with funds from the National
Endowment for the Humanities and other institu-
tions. To date, the remains of eight 18th-century
vessels from Cornwallis’s doomed fleet have been
identified, and many artifacts in excellent condition
have been recovered.

“NI

A Jeather powder flask retrieved from a shipwreck of
Cornwallis’ Cave near Yorktown.
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Volume II of the National
Register of Historic Places Published

The hardbound edition of The National Register
of Historic Places, Volume II, is now available as a
companion to the 1976 Bicentennial edition of the
National Register. Volume II lists properties en-
tered on the National Register from January 1, 1975
through December 1, 1976, and completes the
Bicentennial edition. The book has 700 pages and
560 illustrations. It is divided into sections by state
or territory, with each containing a map, illus-
trations or photographs, and brief descriptions of
the properties and their significance. Illustrations in
the Virginia section include photographs of the
Phoenix Bridge, Botetourt County; Sunny Bank,
Shack Mountain, Albemarle County; Flowerdew
Hundred, Prince George County; Westover Glebe,
Charles City County; Totomoi, Hanover County;
Wilton, Richmond; Meems Bottom Covered
Bridge, Shenandoah County; the Harvey House,
Radford; and a drawing of the Appomattox Iron
Works in Petersburg.

Copies may be ordered for $14.00 from the
Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. (Stock
No. 024-005-00747-4)

Publications Available From VHLC

The following publications from the Technical
Preservation Services Division of the Heritage Con-
servation and Recreation Service are available free
by writing to VHLC:

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Re-
babilitation: One section of the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Historic Preservation Proj-
ects, with accompanying guidelines. Intended to
assist local officials and individual property owners
in formulating rehabilitation plans for the preserva-
tion of historic neighborhoods, commercial areas
and buildings. 12 pages.

Tax Incentives for Rebabilitating Historic Build-
ings: Leaflet. Explains in layman’s terms the Federal
tax incentives for owners who rehabilitate income-
producing historic structures. Includes outline of
certification process.

Preservation Briefs: No. 1: The Cleaning and
Waterproof Coating of Masonry Buildings. 4 pages.
Preservation Briefs: No. 2: Repointing Mortar
Joints in Historic Brick Buildings. 8 pages.

Preservation Briefs: No. 3: Conserving Energy in
Historic Buildings. 8 pages.

Preservation Briefs: No. 4: Roofing in Historic
Buildings. 8 pages.

Preservation Briefs: No. 6: Dangers of Abrasive
Cleaning to Historic Buildings. 8 pages.

Preservation Briefs: No. 7: The Preservation of
Historic Glazed Architectural Terra-Cotta. 8 pages.
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