




























The excavation provided important information 
concerning life on the reservation during a relatively 
undocumented period of it history. Recovered 
artifact uggested the degree to which the Pamun­
key had become acculturated to a Euro-American 
lifestyle by the mid-19th century, and the two 
features yielded an extensive collection of Colono­
Indian ceramics (a ware influenced by European 
shapes but manufactured by aboriginal methods) 
which is valuable to future research. 

The Bush Site excavation gave the Pamunkey an 
opportunity to see and participate in the ar­
chaeological research process. F r the VRCA it was 

a welcome chance 
to educate the 

community 

in proper excavation procedures and care of ar­
chaeological resources. The tribe felt strongly that 
the results of archaeologicla research on its cul­
ture should be dissiminated to the public rather than 
prepared for professional use alone, and to that end 
has been developing at its Cultural Center a 
mu eum which will display Pamunkey history from 
the Paleo-Indian period to the present. Thu pre-
erved, their history will not be lost, as in the pa t, 

through neglect or changing ways. 
The museum has been coordinated by Warren 

C ok, on of Chief Cook and designed by Errett 
Callahan, a PhD candidat ar Catholic Univer ity, 
and hi assistant, Jeff Kalin. Tribal fu nds, donations 
from reservation residents, financial support from 
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such federal agencies as the Economic Development 
Admini rrati n and the ffice of Housing and 
Urban Development and gifts from amateur ar­
chaeologists and collectors in Virginia are making 
the mu eum possible. On display when it opens in 
the pring of 1980 will be artifact fr m many 
sources, including the Bush Site,· the collections of 
individual Pamunkey, and the VRCA, which will 
loan some 100 artifacts long term from its Tidewater 
collections. The VRCA has provided help in inter­
preting the archaeological record for the museum 
and has actively upported the mu eum's educa­
tional ambiti ns chat the public can view a 
portion of the Commonwealth ar hae logical 
collecri n in a culture history context. At pres nt 
no other rate mu eum de cribcs native American 

Katie Southward applies an old texturing technique to her pot. 
Native American Training Program. Photo by Roy E. Clark 

Two grandsons of Pamunkey Chief Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook 
help sift plowzone soil 

cultural in such depth. 
Working closely with the museum is the Pamun­

key Research Center, an organization directed by 
Errett CaUahan which pursues research and con­
ducts experiments into Ea tern Late Woodland 
culture (ca. 900 A.M.-1600 A.D.), with an em­
pha is on the Powhatan Confed ra ·y. The Re­
search Cent r has con eructed an Indian viJlage 
repre entative of the Lat Woodland period on land 
adjacent co the Cultural Center, employing tudent 
labor duri.ng summer field school in Living Ar­
chaeology. The Pamunkey Research Center has 
been. a channel through which the Pamunkey have 
had opportunity ro experiment in traditional pre-

historic technologies such as shelter construction, 
farming and flintknapping. Research condu ted 
there has aided prehi toric ar haeologists through­
out the world in the interpretation of cultural 
remams. 

In addition to its educational function, the 
Pamunkey Museum is broadening economic op­
portunities on the reservation. At present Com­
prehensive Employment Training Act Title II and 
VI (CETA) funds are supporting the training of 
Pamunkey Indians in museum construction, 
maintenance, interpretation and management. In 
the future tourism possibly may encourage such 
ancillary developments as food services and lodging. 

The Pamunkey are also currently rejuvenating 
their ceramic industry. Ceramic production has 

Volunteers learn mapping skills from VRCA archaeologists 

been a continuous tradition in Pamunkey culture 
since the beginning of the Woodland period ( ca. 
1000 B.C.). A major stylistic change from prehis­
toric ceramic wares took place in the 17th century 
when Colona-Indian ware began to be produced by 
Indians for local use and trade with the colonists . 
Later Pamunkey pottery production declined to­
ward the end of the 19th century as the railroad 
brought competitive wares into the market. As a 
counter measure the State Department of Education 
sponsored a ceramic program on the reservation in 
the 1930s, introducing a polychrome ceramic based 
on southwestern Indian styles which is still being 
produced by Pamunkey potters. 

The current pottery program, sponsored by the 
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Governor's Employment Training Council and 
funded by a CET A Title III grant, has emphasized 
development of a cerami tyle more reflective of 
prehi t ric Pamunk y traditi ns, but aUowing for 
individual expression and artistic development. The 
staff of the VRCA, drawing on information ob­
tained from the state's archaeological collections, 
has advised the Pamunkey potters on the type of 
eramics pr duced by their prehistoric anccscors, 

with the result that the potters are now producing 
replica pot representative of the entire rang of the 
known archaeological record in the mid-Atlantic 
coastal area. These types will be displayed in the 
museum and, along with more contemporary 
styles, will be available for purchase at a Pamunkey 
c -operative sales shop wbi h is planned to hand] 

all phases of ceramic production and will be located 
at the Cultural Center. 

The cooperative relationship between the 
Pamunkey Indian Tribe and the VRCA has been 
based on the willingness of both groups to com­
municate their needs and coordinate their efforts, 
with the result that the cultural resources of the 
Pamunkey Reservation are being intelligently and 
effectively utilized in accordance with the goals of 
each. The relationship stands as a model for other 
professional and public groups engaged in pro­
ductive exploration and interpretation of cultural 
resources. 

by Mary Ellen Norrisey 
Prehistoric Lab Technician 
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A !though Virginia's archaeological re­
sources are largely invi ible, their potential 
is great for yielding new, unique informa­

tion about our past. Since early 1978 the Virginia 
Research Center for Archaeology has recognized 
the need to nominate archaeological sites to the 
Virginia Landmarks Register and the National 
Register of Historic Places as the ultimate means 
of preserving Virginia's archaeological resources. 
Toward that end an increased effort has been 
made to research and identify significant archaeo­
logical sites within the Commonwealth. 

As a result of the current interpretation of the 
federal tax laws, it has become increasingly difficult 
for archaeological sites, particularly those involving 
large acreages, to attain National Register status . 
Each site ubmitted in nomination must be carefully 
researched and tested by an intensive archaeological 
field survey. This work patially delimits and asses­
ses the integrity of th archa ological remain and 
ubstantiate cbe boundaries of the acreage n mi­

nated. 
Ten historic and prehistoric archaeological sites 

surveyed and n minated by the VRCA have been 
accepted for inclu ion in the state and fed eral 
registers. The historic sites span the 18th century 
and are scattered across Virginia from Tidewater to 
the mountains. 

The first of these, College Landing on College 
Creek, a once-navigable tidal waterway feeding 
into the James River, was one of two port facilities 
laid out in 1699 to serve Williamsburg, the colonial 
capital. A conduit for the capital's domestic and 
foreign trade with various parts of the British 
colonial world, College Landing, also called 
Princess Anne Port, flourished as a small but active 
community. A tavern, brewery, cart and flatboat 
livery, storage warehouses and other businesses 
related to merchant shipping grew up around Col­
lege Landing's official tobacco inspection 
warehouse, which was established there by a 1705 
Act of Assembly. A ferry plied across the James to 
Hog Island, and flatboats bearing tobacco, lumber 
and other domestic produce arrived from points 
further up the river. During the Revolutionary War 
the Landing was a debarkation point for troops and 
military supplies. 28 

Today, at low tide, the wooden footings of the 
tobacco warehouse protruding above the surface of 
College Creek are the only visible remnant of a 
once-bustling trade center. When plans were made 
to extend a road through the area in 1976, the 
VRCA conducted an archaeological survey on 
those parts of College Landing directly affected 
by construction. Architectural and artifactual data 
were collected from several 18th-century struc­
tures. Although some of the archaeological re­
mains were destroyed, information that other­
wise would have vanished was retrieved and the 
remainder of the site was preserved. 

In 1977, at the request of two county historical 
societies, VRCA archaeologists became involved in 
locating two early 18th-century Virginia frontier 
forts, Germanna and Christanna. Built more than 
two hundred miles apart, both forts were con­
structed in lZ1.! by Governor Alexander 
Spotswood as parts of a scheme for defending the 
lengthy, sparsely settled Virginia frontier against 
hostile Indians. 

Spotswood chose to settle twelve German immi­
grant families on his Orange County property on 
the Rapidan River to be a deterent to warlike Indian 
tribes to the north. He also employed the Germans 
as indentured servants in his nearby iron mines. He 
constructed for them a pentagonal palisade within 
which they lived with their Livestock. A contem­
porary visitor described the e sett! rs as living 
"very miserably" in "ruinous tenements." While 
the Germans departed from Germanna as soon as 
they had fulfilled their indentures, Spotswood 
promoted settlement in the area by building himself 
a mansion, called by his contemporaries an "En­
chanted Castle." 

It was a search for the Enchanted Castle that 
brought VRCA archaeologists to Orange County 
in 1977 to conduct an archaeological urvey. The 
Orange County Hi torical Society and the owner ot 
the property pr umed to contain the potsw od 
mansion wanted to locate the site in order to 
preserve it. Limited testing produced abundant 
archit cmral evidence that a large brick mansion 
and line of outbuildings had indeed existed at the 
site. Fragments of fine Chinese porcelain matching 

the d cnpt10n c ntained in Spotswood' inventory 
fun.h er id nrified the mansion's remain and at­
tes ted that Spotsw od u ceedcd in duplicating the 
elegance and sop hi tication of Tidewater plantation 
life in a remote frontier environment. 

At the close of 1977 the Brunswick County 
Historical Society requested that the VRCA locate 
the site of Fort Christanna, the second military 
outpost established by Governor Spotswo d. 
Placing the fort at a bend of the Meh rrin River 
Spotswood hoped to ettle Tributary Indian tribe , 
who affirmed th ir loyalty t theBriti h by paying 
an annual tribute of furs and skins to the colonial 
government. Spotswood set up a school for Indian 
children at Fort Christanna, and invited the Grear 
Men of each tribe to enroll two of their children as 

An 1845 engraving depicts the birthplace of President James Monroe 

students. Spotswood's correspondence reveals that 
he viewed the Indian children as hostages, and that 
he intended the Tributary Indians to serve as a 
barrier between outlying British settlers and the 
hostile Indian tribes to the south and west. By 
establishing the Virginia Indian Compan y's trade 
monopoly at Fort Christanna Spotswood hoped 
to eliminate the occasional bloody disputes between 
Indians and frontier men over trade. Again, 
Spotswood built him elf a personal re idence 
n arby. 

The apony fndian responded to porswood's 
plan by e tablishing a village near the fort. Their 
language, way of lifo, and the architecture of their 
village are derailed in the bistori al record by con­
temporary vi itors to Fort Chri tanna. But 
Spot wood plan quickly lost the support of the 
colonial g vernment, and the official anction of the 
ettlement was hon-lived. ln 1924 the National 
ociety of Colonial Dames placed a monument 

where Fort Cliristanna was trad itionally th ught 
to be. Its location, however, had become a matter 
for dispute in recent years. 
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VRCA archaeologists discovered the ire of Fon 
Chri tianna through archival research that cm­
pha ized a tudy of historical map . They con­
du ted an archaeoJ gicaJ reconnai ance survey, 
excavating rest pie · in several high-probability 
area . These tests positively identified ecrions of 
the Fort Chri tanna palisade line within 150 feet of 
the Colonial Dames' marker. Additional testing at 
the site a half mile from the fort, where the historical 
record alleged Sporswood's personal residence to 
be, revealed a domestic site dating to the first 
quarter of the 18th century, pre umably 

p tswood's man ·ion. Th Sapony Indian village 
site al o has been identified tentatively. The three 
main componen t of the Fort Christanna Ar­
chaeological District-fort, re idence, and Indian 

village-present a unique opportunity for ar­
chae logical research into the relatively unstudied 
Contact Period. 

The Looney Mill Creek Site in Botetourt 
ounty consisting of prchist0ric and hi toric om­

ponents ontain ar bae logical remain · of Ar-
hai Indian ccupation, ca. 6000-2000 B.C., and 

evidence of more intensive Indian habitation during 
the Late Woodland Period. Frontiersman Robert 
Looney moved into the area in 1742, built his 
homestead, constructed a mill, and operated a ferry 
across the creek, which was on a main route west­
ward. During the French and Indian War Looney 
fortified his cabin, a structure which became known 
as Fort Looney and which served as a refuge to 
settlers and travelers alike during outbreak of 
Indian hostili ty . 

Three other archaeological complexes having a 
military association have achieved Register status. 
One, Fort Chiswell in Wythe County was the site 
of Colonel William Byrd , 11I' en ampment during 
the winter of 1760-61 when his men occupied the 
farmstead of frontiersman Alexander Sayers. 



Byrd's men reinforced Sayers's cabin as a fort and 
built a losenge-shaped powder magazine adjacent 
to it. After the troops abandoned the property, 
James McGavock, a consumate entrepreneur who 
capitalized on westward migration through Fort 
Chiswell, built an ordinary, trading post, mill, and 
black mith and carpenter shops there adjacent to 
the public road. 

Fort Chiswell served as the major distribution 
point for the lead supply furnished American 
troops in southwestern Virginia and northern 
North Carolina during the Revolutionary War. A 
the cl s f the war Tory trials were held at Fort 
Chi well, which had b come th site of the 
Montgomery County Courthouse. Commercial 

Excavating an 18th-century structure at College Landing 

activity flourished at Fort Chiswell until the first 
part f the 19th entury. 

When the Virginia Department of Highways and 
Transportation planned an interchange of In­
ter tares 77 and 81 at Fort Chi well, the VRCA 
initiated in-depth archaeologi al and historical re­
search that resulted in the excavation of the ayers 
cabin-fort and smokehou e Byrd' powder 
magazine, and James McGavock's home all of 
which would be impacted by construction. Other 
archaeological features were identified and the re­
mainder of the site was preserved intact. 

In September 1775 the Frederick burg Gun 
Manufactory wa e cab li hed on the edge of thar 
city co manufacture and repair small a1·ms for the 
regiment of numerous Virginia counties during the 
Revolution. Workmen wer expected to make their 
own tools and machinery and to produce firearms 
from rough materials-iron, steel, and walnut 

planking. In addition, old arms were restored to a 
u abl.e condition. A former Tory mill on the prop­
erty was adapted for grinding off gun barrels 
bayonecs, and ramr d . A tone powder magazine 
of the same plan and dimen ion a the Wil­
liamsburg magazine was builr c receive public arm 
and ammunition from ocher manufacturers. 

Artisans, white apprentices and negro laborer 
lived at the gun manufacrory together, "taking their 
meal at one big rabl a larg family ," according 
to factory director Charles Dick. The workmen 
were furni ·hed osnaburg trou ers and work-shin · , 
coarse rocRings and turdy hoes, and they grew 
their own food in a large garden. 

By May 1777 the gunnery was producing twenty 

mu 1 ets a w ek, complete with bayonets . fn addi­
tion to upplying arm to the tare r giment , che 
Frederick burg Gun Manufa tory pr vided the 
Marquis de Lafayette's men with 600 tand fa rm 
and 50 000 cartridges. The gunnery continued to 
function until 1783. An archa ological survey of the 
Fredericksburg Gun Manufaccory establish d the 
site's dim n i ns and revealed a p rti n f ne 
building. 

Another military indu trial c mpl x dating t che 
Revolutionary War, the Chickahominy Shipyard 
Ii.es in upper James City County on the Chick­
ahominy River. nee the official shipyard of che 
Virginia Stat avy, the only navy established and 
maintained by an American colony, this archa logi­
cal ite con ists of nautical and dry land components 
and has ub cantial hi torical d cumenrati n . 

Constructed in p1:ing 1777, the Cbickahomi.ny 
Shipyard produced and outfitted or repaired uch 
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ve el of the American fleet a the Thetis, the brig 
Jefferson, and the galley Manie)' and afe Guard. 
Portabl bateaux or hallow-b ttomed boats, de­
signed by General George Washington for use in 
rhe upper James River were built in the Chick­
ahominy Shipyard. 

Ship' carpenters and blacksmith , joiner and 
clerk w rked at the shipyard under the supervision 
of a ma ter builder and shipyard superintend nt. 
Ac Ording to Naval B ard rec rd , they were 
furnished r om, b ard, and cloth ing, and were 
exempted from military ervice. The Chi k­
ahominy Shipyard contr ibuted greatly t the naval 
build-up preceding the battle of Yorktown in 

t ber 178 l , and played an integral role in the 

Exposed foundation of Governor Spotswood's 
Enchanted Castle at Gerrnanna 

outcome of the Revolutionary War. It was de­
stroyed by British forces on April 22, 1781 at4 p .m. 

Archaeological remains consisting of land sites 
and at least two submerged shipwrecks lie within 
the area protected by the Register. Wooden boat 
slips where colonial ships once were launched can 
be seen still in the shallows along the shoreline. 

The homes of two 18th-century men, one of 
nati nal r putation and the other of local im­
portance, recently attained Register status. Early in 
1976 VRCA archaeologists were asked to substan­
tiate whether remains of an 18th-century structure 
in a Westmoreland County park represented, as 
tradition suppo ed, the birthplace and boyhood 
home of James Monroe, fifth President of the 
United States. The combined efforts of ar­
chaeological and historical research provided a con­
vincing case that it was, for the 18 1611 x 57' structure 

excavated matched an 1845 engraving of Monroe's 
birthpla e. 

J ames Monroe father, pence Monroe _was a 
cabinetmaker, or j iner, by trade. The. 1774 m".'en­
rory made at his death was consist.ent :v1th the k111d 
of artifaccual material found, wh1 h 111cluded frag­
ments of carpenter' · tools. The inventory indic~ted 
that the Monroe family had modest mean and lived 
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n a mall working plantation. pence Mon.roe's 
major investment l_ay in Ian~, li:'e tock an9 his ten 
laves rather than 111 decorative items for his hom . 

Excav~tion of the main house and other buildings at 
the Monroe site yielded mo tly utilic_arian o~ject , 
upponing rhe hi torical recor~ and 1ll_u_ tracing an 

early xampl · of American o 1al mob1J1ty. 
The need t protect the 18th- enrury Bry~n 

Manor Plantation ·ice near Williamsburg Jed to its 
placement n the State and ationa l Reg~sters. The 
Bryan mansion, which h~ an ar h1te rurally 
unique foundation f bog iron b nded togetl:ier 
with hell m rear, wa the h me of Fr den k 
Bryan, a York C unty Deputy Sheriff, pr~minent 
Williamsburg citizen, and wealthy appo tnttve offi­
cial. 

Since York County records are essentially intact, 
rhe potential exists f r rela~ing Fred. rick Brya_n' 
inv nt ry to the archaeolog1cal r ma111 at the ·1.tc . 
The Bryan tract wa part of the land Fr denck 
Bryan inherit d from hi Fath r. He accumulate? 
much f his wealth durin$ the la. t ten rears of h1 
life 1761- 71, through his public dunes and by 
offi iating ate rate settlement ·. H~ rvcd n t~ 
vestry of Brue n Pari h Church ,~1lh_ uch promi ­
nent Virginian a i':1ann P~ge, Ben1~m111 Wall r a_nd 
Lewi Burwell. H1 n 1derable mcome was m­
Tea ed by th eUing f pr due from hi various 
landh !dings and the leasing of his land and slaves. 

ln addirion co the historic sites previou ly men­
tioned, a Smyth County prehistoric site, Fox Fan~, 
has been named to both Regi ter . Used sporadi­
cally during th · Lac Arc_haic_P ri _l, f, x fa:m wa 
an Indian village up1ed 111ten wely during the 
late Wo dland peri d. T he welJ -pr ervc~ fauna! 
and fl ral remain al F x farm have con 1derable 
re earch potential regarding the sub isren ce 
strategies employed by rhe inhabitants f t\1e _n~r­
row flo d plain valley f s<?ut1;western ~1rg1111~. 
The presence of human remams interred wJth their 
head t the uch, rather than to th ea t, as wa 
customary, contrasts sharply with other prehistoric 
sites in southwest Virginia. 

The preservation of the arcl:aeol gical r~c~r~ is 
crucial. Uncorrupted infor~ation about Vll"~m1a 
past can nlarge ou: perception of th~t portion f 
rhe human populan n , ho l.cft no written rec r~ . 
Archaeological research can al · reveal detail 
within a pa t culture to ordinary t have been 
rec rded. The VRCA' eff rts to propo e new sires 
f r the race and Federal Registers continues . An 
18th-century poorhouse, two colonial town the 
birt. hplace o~ a Virgi~ia ~ov_ mor, a Civil War fort 
and two maJ r preb1 ton s ites ~um~er an_,ong the 
archae logical site cuw·endy being mve ngated. 

-by Martha McCartney 
Research Specialist 
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Maritime Grant for 
Yorktown Shipwrecks 

The VHLC's underwater archaeological project 
on the Yorktown Shipwrecks has received a 
maritime grant of $239,315 from the Department of 
the Interior's Heritage Conservation and Recrea­
tion Service. The award is one of 84 maritime 
grants-in-aid totaling $5 million appropriated from 
the nation's $60 million historic preservation 
budget for 1979. 

The VHLC must match the grant dollar for 
dollar, and is actively seeking funds from the Gen­
eral Assembly and from private sources. Nautical 
Archaeologist John Broadwater, Director of the 
Yorktown Shipwrecks project, says the money will 
be used to construct a protective cofferdam around 
one shipwreck and to build a pier from shore that 
will enable the public to view the excavation site. 

The Yorktown project began in 1976, and since 
1978 has proceeded with funds from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and other institu­
tions. To date, the remains of eight 18th-century 
vessels from Cornwallis's doomed fleet have been 
identified, and many artifacts in excellent condition 
have been recovered. 

A leather powder flask retrieved from a shipwreck of 
Cornwallis' Cave near Yorktown. 
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Volume II of the National 
Register of Historic Places Published 

The hardbound edition of The National Register 
of Historic Places, Volume II, is now available as a 
companion to the 1976 Bicentennial edition of the 
National Register. Volume II lists properties en­
tered on the National Register from January 1, 1975 
through December 1, 1976, and completes the 
Bicentennial edition. The book has 700 pages and 
560 illustrations. It is divided into sections by state 
or territory, with each containing a map, illus­
trations or photographs, and brief descriptions of 
the properties and their significance. Illustrations in 
the Virginia section include photographs of the 
Phoenix Bridge, Botetourt County; Sunny Bank, 
Shack Mountain, Albemarle County; Flowerdew 
Hundred, Prince George County; Westover Glebe, 
Charles City County; Totomoi, Hanover County; 
Wilton, Richmond; Meems Bottom Covered 
Bridge, Shenandoah County; the Harvey House, 
Radford; and a drawing of the Appomattox Iron 
Works in Petersburg. 

Copies may be ordered for $14.00 from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. (Stock 
No. 024-005-00747-4) 

Publications Available From VHLC 
The following publications from the Technical 

Preservation Services · ivi ion of the Heritage Con-
ervation and Recreation Service are available free 

by writing to VHLC: 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Re­
habilitation: One section of the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Historic Preservation Proj­
ects, with accompanying guidelines. Intended to 
assist local officials and individual property owners 
in formulating rehabilitation plans for the preserva­
tion of historic neighborhoods, commercial areas 
and buildings. 12 pages. 

Tax Incentives for Rehabilitating Historic Build­
ings: Leaflet. Explains in layman's terms the Federal 
tax incentives for owners who rehabilitate income­
producing historic structures. Includes outline of 
certification process. 

Preservation Briefs: No. 1: The Cleaning and 
Waterproof Coating of Masonry Buildings. 4 pages. 

Preservation Briefs: No. 2: Repainting Mortar 
Joints in Historic Brick Buildings. 8 pages. 

Preservation Briefs: No. 3: Conserving Energy in 
Historic Buildings. 8 pages. 

Preservation Briefs: No. 4: Roofing in Histori" · 
Buildings. 8 pages. 

Preservation Briefs: No. 6: Dangers of Abrasive 
Cleaning to Historic Buildings. 8 pages. 

Preservation Briefs: No. 7: The Preservation of 
Historic Glazed Architectural Terra-Cotta. 8 pages. 
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