






































The Lower Bremo easement in Fluvanna County 
covers one of three properties comprising the Bremo 
Historic District. The three properties include Upper 
Bremo and Bremo Recess and form the original Bremo 
plantation. Each contains a residence of great architec­
tural interest built under the direction of the noted 
planter, soldier, and reformer General John Hartwell 
Cocke. In contrast to the famous Jeffersonian Palladian 
mansion at Upper Bremo, both Lower Bremo and 
Bremo Recess are in a curious neo-Jacobean style in­
spired by the 17th-century manor house Bacon's Castle 
in Surry County. Lower Bremo was built ca. 1844 and 
was doubled in size in the early part of the present 
century. The extension incorporates a small structure 
built by Cocke as a hunting lodge in the late 18th 
century. In addition to the house, the 758-acre easement 
protects virgin stands of trees and scenic James River 
bottom lands. The owners of Lower Bremo are Mr. and 
Mrs. David Wright. Mrs. Wright is a descendant of 
General Cocke. 

The Prospect Hill easement in Botetourt County, 
donated by Mrs. James McDowell, marks the first ease­
ment accepted by the VHLC on a property in the 
western part of the state. The Federal-style house, 
erected 1837-38, sits atop a steep hill overlooking the 
historic community of Fincastle, with panoramic views 
of the Blue Ridge and Allegheny mountains. The interior 
of Prospect Hill has elaborate woodwork preserving its 
colorful graining and marbleizing, as well as a rare 
example of stenciling. The exterior is sheathed with 
original flush boarding, an unusual feature. The ease­
ment covers approximately 80 acres. 
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The easement on Sabine Hall, Richmond County, 
was donated by R. Carter Wellford, a descendant of 
Landon Carter who built this famous Georgian planta­
tion house ca. 1735. With its rusticated stone entrances, 
elaborate paneling, and elaborate staircase, Sabine Hall 
is, as described by architectural historian William B. 
O'Neal, "one of the most superb architectural documents 
in the country." Sabine Hall also possesses the best 
preserved original formal garden in the state. Because the 
property is in divided ownership, the easement covers 
only half of the house and 14 7 acres of surrounding land. 
Agreement has been reached to place under easement at a 
future date the rest of the house and property, _also 
owned by a member of the Wellford family. 

The Branch House in Richmond is regarded as the 
state's finest example of Tudor Revival architecture. It 
was built in 1916 as the town house of John Kerr Branch 
to house his collection of European decorative arts. The 
architect was John Russell Pope, who gained national 
fame as the designer of the Jefferson Memorial and the 
National Gallery of Art. Located at the Davis Monu­
ment, the house in an integral part of the Monument 
Avenue Historic District. The donors of the easement, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Pogue, are undertaking an 
extensive restoration of the house and plan to use the 
upper floors for offices and the state rooms for public and 
organizational functions. 

The Changing of the Guard 
Governor Charles S. Robb has appointed 

Bryan Mitchell as Executive Director of the Vir­
ginia Historic Landmarks Commission. Mitchell, 
32, had been acting executive director of the Com­
mission since the effective date of Tucker Hill's 
resignation in mid-January. 

Mitchell brings to the director's position con­
siderable experience as an administrator and preser­
vation planner. He has served as assistant executive 
director of the Virginia Historic Landmarks Com­
mission since 1977. He is chairman of the Peters­
burg Planning Commission, having served on the 
commission since 1978. He has been a member of 
the board of directors of the Fort Henry Branch of 
the Association for the Preservation of Virginia 
Antiquities, also serving on the board of directors 
of the Historic Petersburg Foundation from 1977 
to 1978. As adjunct faculty member of Virginia 
Commonwealth University in the Department of 
Urban Studies, he has taught at the graduate level 
in the field of historic preservation planning. 

A Virginia native and graduate of the Univer­
sity of Virginia, Mitchell received his master of arts 
in Political Science from the University of Georgia 
in 1972. He served from 1973 to 1977 as the 
administrative assistant to the Speaker of the 
House of Delegates, John Warren Cooke. Mitchell 
previously had worked as the legislative assistant to 
Del. Thomas J. Michie, Jr. 

Mitchell is married to the former Audrey M. 
Cardwell. The Mitchells reside in Old Town Peters­
burg where they are undertaking the renovation of 
their late-Georgian brick dwelling on High Street. 

Bryan Mitchell (right) has succeeded Tucker Hill (left) as 
Executive Director of the Virginia Historic Landmarks 
Commission. 

Directors Comments 
Becoming the boss is a humbling experience. 

Upon assuming the director's position I am imme­
diately aware of the heightened level of responsibil­
ity and of the increased expectations for my own 
performance. Whether or not I was good at my 
former job, I must be better at this one or face the 
inevitable judgment that I have reached the level of 
my incompetence. Any new director faces this chal­
lenge. 

The director of the Landmarks Commission in 
1982 faces additional challenges. The bureaucrats's 
traditional answer to most problems is more money 
and more staff. In light of the President's wish to 
eliminate federal funding for historic preservation 
and the Governor's wish to reduce the size of state 
government, the traditional answers clearly will not 
suffice in addressing the challenging workload 
ahead. While creating an inventory of the state's 
cultural resources is part of the Commission's fun­
damental mission, well over half the task remains to 
be done, and our resources are dwindling. While · 
placement on the National Register of Historic 
Places forms the basis for tax incentive programs 
and environmental review, the backlog is consider-

37 

able, and the flow of requests from property 
owners and developers is unending. While one of 
the greatest services the Commission and its staff 
can perform is the provision of sound technical 
advice to property owners, developers, planners, 
and architectural review boards, the question re­
mains how best to get that word out with a small 
staff. In short, the need for an active, aggressive, 
missionary Landmarks Commission is greater than 
ever, but its financial resources will not allow it 
simply to do more of what it has been doing. 

In evaluating our activities and redirecting our 
energies to those areas where we can have the most 
significant impact, I expect to call on preservation­
ists and government officials across the state for 
advice and assistance. I believe we can learn much 
from you about preservation needs in Virginia, but 
I am also convinced that you must play a more 
significant role in meeting those needs. I am confi­
dent that all of us can make significant strides. I 
welcome your support and your criticism, for both 
will be needed if we are to improve. I am excited 
about our journey together. 

Bryan Mitchell 



Hill Leaves Commission to Take Post at Valentine Museum 

Tucker Hill has accepted an appointment as 
consultant to the Valentine Museum. Hill's assign­
ment will be to undertake the research and assem­
ble the materials for a permanent exhibition on the 
history of Richmond. The exhibition, which is 
scheduled to open in stages over the next twenty 
months, will use photographs and artifacts to 
chronicle the city's history from prehistoric times 
up through the recent past and will greatly enhance 
the Valentine's ability to carry out its mission as the 
museum of the life and history of Richmond. 

A native of Richmond and an architectural 
historian by training, Hill noted that the appoint­
ment provides him with a "unique opportunity to 
concentrate on my abiding interest in Richmond's 
history and architecture. I am especially pleased 
that the result of this project will be a permanent 
addition to the museum, in which the entire city 
can share." 

Hill left the Landmarks Commission in mid­
January after a career here of nearly fifteen years. 
He took his bachelor's degree in Fine Arts History 
from the College ofWilliam and Mary in 1965 and 
received a master's degree in Architectural History 
from the University of Virginia in 1967. Upon 

leaving the University he joined the Landmarks 
Commission staff. Hill became assistant director of 
the Commission in 1972 and was appointed execu­
tive director in 1977. 

Hill has been active in the city of Richmond's 
preservation and development activities for several 
years. He is a former member of the board of 
trustees of the Historic Richmond Foundation. He 
currently serves as a member of the Richmond 
Urban Design Committee and as a member of the 
advisory board of the Association for the Preserva­
tion of Virginia Antiquities. 

John G. Zehmer, Director of the Valentine, 
indicated his pleasure over Hill's acceptance of the 
appointment. "The museum and, indeed, the entire 
city are extremely fortunate to have him working 
on this important project," Zehmer said. Land­
marks Commission chairman Frederic H. Cox, Jr., 
noted that Hill will be sorely missed at the Com­
mission. "Tucker's extensive knowledge of Virginia 
and his unfailing devotion to the Commission's 
work have produced a highly distinguished and 
productive career here. We feel a keen sense of loss, 
but all of us wish him great success in his new 
position." 

New Commissioners Appointed 

Mrs. Nellie White Bundy of Tazewell and Mrs. T. 
Eugene Worrell of Charlottesville have recently been 
appointed by Governor Charles S. Robb to the Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Commission. Mrs. Bundy, who suc­
ceeds herself, has served on the Commission since 1975 
and once again has been chosen as its Vice-Chairman. 
Mrs. Worrell succeeds the late A. Smith Bowman. 

A native of Tazewell County and an alumna of 
Longwood College, Mrs. Bundy is an experienced 
teacher, photographer, and museum coordinator. She has 
published extensively in the field of Tazewell County and 
Southwest Virginia history, archaeology, and antiquities. 

Mrs. Worrell, a native of Surry, attended Virginia 
Intermont College and presently serves on its board of 
trustees. Besides her active membership in the National 
Trust · for Historic Preservation, the National Trust of 
England, the Washington County Historical Society, and 
the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiqui­
ties, she has undertaken the restoration of several homes, 
including Pantops manor house east of Charlottesville, a 
Victorian home in London, and a house in the Abingdon 
Historic District. 

Roy Eugene Graham, AIA, accepted an appoint­
ment by Governor John N . Dalton to the Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Commission in October 1980. Thus 
he succeeds the late James R. Short as the designated 
representative of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
on the nine-member board. The author of two books and 
numerous articles in the field of architectural history and 
historic preservation, Mr. Graham became Resident Ar­
chitect of the Foundation in 1973. Now a consultant on 
historic architecture for Colonial Williamsburg, he has 
recently received a full-time appointment as Professor of 
Architectural History at the University of Virginia. 
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Frederic H. Cox, AIA, has been selected to succeed 
the late James R. Short as Chairman of the Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Commission. Mr. Cox, who is Ar­
chitect and Principal with the Richmond firm of Marcel­
lus Wright Cox and Smith, has made a major contribu­
tion to historic preservation in Virginia as project 
manager and designer for many important restoration 
projects. He is chairman of the Commission of Architec­
tural Review for the city of Richmond and chairman of 
the board of the Historic Richmond Foundation. 

In Memoriam 

A. Smith Bowman, who had served on the Vir­
ginia Historic Landmarks Commission for two 
terms, died of cancer on May 6, 1981. He was 75. Mr. 
Bowman was a friend of preservation who brought 
broad executive experience and keen practical sense to 
the Commission's deliberations. The Commission 
and staff will miss his good counsel and faithful 
support. 

Mr. Bowman was chairman of the board of A. 
Smith Bowman Distillery of Sunset Hills in Fairfax 
County. A native of Lexington, Kentucky, he gradu­
ated from Princeton University and the Harvard Uni­
versity School of Architecture before serving in 
World War II as an officer in the U.S. Navy. He was 
active in numerous societies and clubs, having served 
as president of the Historical Society of Fairfax 
County and as a trustee of the Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts and the St. James School in Hagerstown, 
Maryland. 

Staff Personnel Update 

Anne Candler joined the Commission staff in Feb­
ruary 1981 and is presently serving as Accounting Assist­
ant. A native of Richmond, Ms. Candler received her 
B.F.A. in Art History from Virginia Commonwealth 
University in 1980. She was formerly employed as an 
investment counselor with the Capital Savings and Loan. 

Douglas Harnsberger has been selected to fill the 
position of Historical Architect in place of H. Chris­
topher Slusher who has joined the staff of the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation. Mr. Harnsberger received his 
M.A. in Architectural History at the University of Vir­
ginia in 1981. His professional experience includes prep­
aration of HABS drawings for Staunton Hill, a Gothic 
Revival mansion near Brookneal, Virginia, and supervi­
sion of the restoration/renovation of the neo-J acobean 
mansion Lower Bremo, at Bremo Plantation. His cur­
rent research interests focus on the study of early Ameri­
can dome design and construction techniques. 

Roni Hinote has assumed the Underwater Archae­
ologist position vacated by Sam Margolin on the 
Yorktown Shipwreck Archaeological Project. Ms. 
Hinote, a graduate of Arizona State' University with a 
B.A. in Anthropology, formerly was employed by the 
Florida Division of Archives and the Texas Historic 
Commission in underwater archaeological research. She 
has also done contract work in prehistoric archaeology in 
Wyoming and Arizona and assisted as an instructor at the 
College of William and Mary's field school in historic 
archaeology at St. Eustatius. 

Bruce Larson assumed the post of Review and 
Compliance Coordinator formerly held by Ms. Ann 
Crossman. Mr. Larson is currently completing a M.A. in 
Anthropology at the College of William and Mary and 
enters his position with field experience on prehistoric 
and historic sites in Arizona. 

Nicholas Luccketti has joined the staff as Senior 
Historical Archaeologist. Recently employed as Senior 
Archaeologist by the Department of Archaeology for the 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, he is a M .A. candi­
date in Historical Archaeology at the Florida State Uni­
versity and has a wide range of experience on English and 
Spanish colonial archaeological sites. 

Verna M. McNamara joined the Commission staff 
in January, replacing Patty Smith as Clerk-Typist. A 
native of Richmond, Ms. McNamara received her B.S. in 
History Education at Virginia Commonwealth U niver­
sity in 1973. She was formerly employed as a teacher 
with the Richmond Public Schools. 

Margaret Pearson Mickler has been selected to fill 
the position of Architectural Survey Director in place of 
Marlene Heck who is pursuing advanced graduate study 
in Architectural History at the University of Pennsylva­
nia. Ms. Mickler received her B.A. in History at Ran­
dolph-Macon College in 1976 and her M.A. in Architec­
tural History at the University of Virginia in 1980. Her 
preservation experience includes summer internships 
with both the city of Alexandria and the National Trust. 
More recently she served as the VHLC regional surveyor 
in Albemarle County. 

Mary Moore recently joined the Commission cleri- . 
cal staff. A native of Ft. Worth, Texas, who has resided in 
Williamsburg since 1979, she currently serves as Recep­
tionist at the Williamsburg office. 
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William L. Motley, Jr., replaced Norris Simmons as 
Administrative Fiscal Officer in October. Formerly the 
Assistant Director for Administration for the state's Des 
partment of Commerce, Motley has professional experi­
ence in budgeting, accounting, and personnel manage­
ment that includes twelve years at Commerce as well as 
nine years in the private sector. He is a Richmond native 
and graduate ofJ ohn Marshall High School. 

Leslie Naranjo has served as Receptionist at the 
Richmond office since July 1981 in place of Lyn Maness 
who is currently working as an executive secretary in 
Washington, D .C. Ms. Naranjo received her B.A. in 
Political Science and Art History from Westhampton 
College, University of Richmond. She was formerly 
employed with Branch Cabell and Co. as a receptionist 
and has worked at Maymont as a Children's Interpreter. 

Janis Pepper has replaced Diane Hagemann as the 
Williamsburg office manager. Formerly associated with 
the Department of Archaeology at the Colonial Wil­
liamsburg Foundation, Ms. Pepper has extensive experi­
ence with the management of an archaeological office. 

Harding Polk II has been selected to fill the posi­
tion ·Of Underwater Archaeologist on the Yorktown 
Shipwreck Archaeological Project in place of Richard 
Swete. A graduate of Franklin Pierce College with a 
degree in Anthropology, Mr. Polk previously investi­
gated shipwrecks in Florida as a salvage and exploration 
field agent for the Florida Division of Archives. His 
experience includes investigation of prehistoric and his­
toric sites on land as well as underwater. 

Among Other Recent Departures, Archaeologist 
Keith Bott has moved to New York where he is em­
ployed by the Hansford Mills Museum to curate, catalog, 
and restore mill machinerv. Cathv Fauerbach Horne, 
who served as the staff arch~eologi~al photographer, was 
recently married and is now living in Tennessee. Grants 
Coordinator Harriet Franklin and Grants Manager Gail 
Hammerquist left the Commission in January. Ms. 
Franklin is currently employed by First and Merchants 
Bank in its Richmond Trust Department. Valerie Payne, 
who left her position as Assistant Registrar in December 
1980, is presently working as a legal secretary in Waynes­
boro. Mrs. Virginia Sutherland, who had served the 
Commission as typist for the past two years, resigned in 
November. Barry N. Zarakov resigned last June as Archi­
tectural Historian in charge of historic districts. He is 
now a hospital administrator at the University of Califor­
nia at Los Angeles Medical Center. The Commission and 
its staff wish all of our former colleagues happiness and 
success in their future endeavors. 

"Regulations of the U.S. Department of the In­
terior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in 
federally assisted programs on the basis of race, 
color, and/ or national origin. Any person who 
believes he or she has been discriminated against in 
any program, activity, or facility operated by a 
recipient of Federal assistance should write to: 

Director 
Office for Equal Opportunity 
U.S . Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240" 



Notes on Landmarks 
The VHLC notes with regret disasters that 

recently have befallen two registered landmarks. 
On January 28, 1982, fire gutted Hawkwood, the 
outstanding Tuscan Villa-style house designed by 
the nationally important architect Alexander Jack­
son Davis. Located in Louisa County's Green 
Springs Historic District, a National Historic 
Landmark, Hawkwood was built in 1855 for Ri­
chard 0. Morris, a prominent local planter. In this 
century, the property served as the childhood home 
of former Lieutenant Governor, the late J. Sargeant 
Reynolds. During the 1970s, the present co-owner 
of Hawkwood, Mrs. Rae Ely, was instrumental in 
organizing the Historic Green Springs Association 
to oppose both the construction of a state prison 
facility and strip mining in the historic district. 
Mrs. Ely plans to reconstruct the interior within the 
existing walls. Hawkwood is under a preservation 
easement with the Department of the Interior; staff 
from both the National Park Service and the 
VHLC have been advising on restoration plans. 
Stabilization of the ruins has already begun. 

In Harrisonburg, the Morrison House, a vir­
tually unaltered example of a Shenandoah Valley 
Federal-style town house, was demolished on Feb-

Hawkwood, Louisa County 

Aldie Mill, Loudoun County 
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ruary 20, 1982, by the Wetsel Seed Company in 
order to create a parking lot. The two-story brick 
house was built ca. 1820 and was one of the few 
early dwellings surviving in the community. Its 
Flemish-bond end wall employed a glazed-header 
pattern, a feature rarely seen in western Virginia. 
The preservation of the house was fraught with 
difficulty ever since it had been placed on the state 
and national registers in 1971. Funds could not be 
raised to have it moved, and the owners could not 
be persuaded to keep it on their property. 

On a more positive note, the VHLC reports 
with pleasure the acquisition of Loudoun County's 
Aldie Mill in February 1982 by the Virginia Out­
doors Foundation. A familiar and much-loved 
Northern Virginia landmark, the mill was built 
around 1805 by the noted Virginia Congressman, 
Charles Fenton Mercer. It was donated to the 
Foundation by James E. Douglass whose family 
owned and operated the mill since 1836. The 
Foundation has undertaken a structural survey of 
the mill and plans to have it restored to working 
order. A fund-raising campaign is underway. Aldie 
is the only known mill in Virginia powered by twin 
overshot wheels. 

Photo by Richard Cheek 

Photo by William Barrett 
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