







































































Eight Historic Preservation Easements
Donated to the VHLC

Since August 1981, owners of eight historic
properties have donated historic preservation ease-
ments to the VHLC. The easement is a legal con-
tract between the property owner and the Common-
wealth that protects the landmark from demolition or
inappropriate changes. It also protects the land from
subdivision or development that would adversely
affect the historic setting of the landmark. The
VHLC serves as the grantee on behalf of the Com-
monwealth and is charged with administering the
easement. All easements accepted by the VHLC
apply in perpetuity: the restrictions are binding on all
future owners. Under the terms of most easements,
no architectural changes can be made to the land-
mark building, other than normal maintenance, with-
out the approval of the Commission. When changes
are warranted, the Commission staff of architects
and architectural historians consults with property
owners to help assure that alterations or additions
will have no significant impact on the integrity of the
landmark.

In most cases, the granting of an easement on a
historic property can provide attractive tax benefits
for the donor. Depending on the size and location of
the property, donation of the easement may result in
a reduction of property taxes. Also, the value of the
easement can be taken as a charitable deduction on
income taxes. More detailed information on Virgin-

ia’s easement program may be obtained by contact-
ing Calder Loth at the VHLC office, 221 Governor
Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219; (804) 786-3143.

The Bayville easement, donated November
24, 1982, included approximately 300 acres in the
City of Virginia Beach located along Pleasure House
Creek near Lynnhaven inlet. Consisting of open
fields, the farm is one of the largest undeveloped
private tracts remaining between downtown Norfolk
and the ocean front. The focal point of Bayville is a
handsome Federal plantation house begun in 1826
for John Singleton. Its brick ends are an architectural
feature characteristic of many houses in the Chesa-
peake region. Also preserved on the property is a
series of prehistoric and historic archaeological
sites.

The Bayville easement is held jointly by the
VHLC and the Virginia Outdoors Foundation and will
preserve a rare vestige of the agrarian quality that
once characterized the area, formerly part of Prin-
cess Anne County. Donors of the easement are Mr.
and Mrs. Charles P. Burroughs, Jr.; Mr. and Mrs. ]J.
Hoge Tyler, III; Charles E. Burroughs, III; Mr. and

Bayville, Virginia Beach, an important 1982 easement property
jointly held by the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission and
the Virginia Outdoors Foundation.
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Mrs. Bruce M. Babcock; Mr. and Mrs. Richard C.
Burroughs; Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Lester; and Mr.
and Mrs. Robert M. Stanton.

In December 1982 Dr. and Mrs. James P.
McClellan granted an easement on Carrs-Brook in
Albemarle County. Although much of the original
Carrs-Brook farm had been sold off by a previous
owner, the remaining four and a half acres provides
an appropriate historic setting for this architectural
landmark. Sited on the edge of a ridge overlooking
the Rivanna River, the five-part frame house was
built in the 1780s for Captain Thomas Carr. From
1798 to 1815 it was the home of Peter Carr, nephew
and ward of Thomas Jefferson. Because of Jeffer-
son’s close relationship to the Carr family it is
thought that Jefferson had an influence on the de-
sign, although the provincial proportions of the Clas-
sical elements make it unlikely that Jefferson exer-
cised a direct hand in its construction.

The easement on Sabine Hall, Richmond
County, was donated in December 1982 by Mr. and
Mrs. Beverley Randolph Wellford and covers one
half of the famous plantation house along with ap-
proximately 90 acres of adjacent fields. An easement
covering the other half of the house and 147 acres
was donated by Mr. and Mrs. R. Carter Wellford in
1981. Sabine Hall was built in the 1730s by Robert
“King” Carter for his son, Landon Carter, and is one
of Virginia’s most noted examples of colonial archi-
tecture. Particularly important are its handsome
interior paneling and its terraced gardens. The
owners of both parts of the house are direct descen-
dants of the original owner.

In addition to these easements on individually
registered historic landmarks, the Commission ac-
cepted three easements within or relating to historic
districts. An easement was donated in July 1982 by
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An easement on Carrs-Brook, Albemarle County, with four and one-half acves, was received by the Commission in December 1982.
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the Waterford Foundation, Inc. of Loudoun County
on two lots within the Waterford Historic District.
The easement established guidelines for new con-
struction on the lots in order to assure that new
buildings will be compatible with the character of the
district. Also in Waterford, an easement was re-
ceived in August 1981 from the Reverend and Mrs.
W. Brown Morton, III, covering an early 19th-
century log house. The Waterford easements are
part of a series of easements on properties in and
around the National Historic Landmark village.

An easement on a three-acre tract on the Rap-
pahannock River in King George County was
received in June 1983 from Mr. and Mrs. Virginius
Hall, Jr. The tract is located within a larger stretch of
riverfront held under easement by the VHLC for a
number of years. The property is located directly
across the river from the Port Royal Historic Dis-
trict, an early port settlement in Caroline County,
and protects the setting of the village.

Sabine Hall, Richmond County




Edge Hill, Caroline County

The easement received in December 1982 on
Edge Hill, near Woodford in Caroline County, was
the donation of Mrs. Lillian D. Reed and includes
niney-six acres. Located on the property is a Fed-
eral plantation house and a rare antebellum academy
building. Edge Hill is illustrated and described in
more detail in the Vizginia Landmarks Register sec-
tion of this issue of Notes. The property is particu-
larly important from a scenic standpoint since it is
situated on the edge of a bluff above the broad
bottomlands of the Matta River, one of the three
tributaries of the Mattaponi River, and provides
handsome panoramic views. The tract is generally
open but is bordered by woods.

Mulberry Hill on the western edge of Lex-
ington is one of the town’s chief historic houses and

Mulberry Hill, located in historic Lexington

forms a scenic backdrop for the Lexington Historic
District. The easement, covering the house and
approximately eight acres of grounds and gardens,
was received by the Commission in November 1982
from Lewis Tyree, Jr. whose family has owned it
since the early 20th century. The house evolved
from a one-story house begun in 1790 to its present
form through a series of alterations and additions.
These various remodelings illustrate the changes in
regional architectural tastes over a period of a cen-
tury. The interior contains unusually rich decorative
plaster details and provincial late-Georgian wood-
work. Its original owner was Andrew Reid, first
Clerk of Rockbridge County. The house is sited to
take advantage of a dramatic view of House Moun-
tain to the west.
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