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May(é Memorial Church House on West Franklin Street in Rich-
mon

Martha Washington Inn, Arlington

Rehabilitation of the 1845 Mayo House, the
diocesan headquarters of the Episcopal Diocese of
Virginia in Richmond since 1923, has recently been
completed. This rehabilitation was an effort to
return to the interior the rich effects of the 1890s
so carefully contrived by the Mayo family. As part
of the project, the sash and roof were repaired and
the exterior cleaned and painted in a 19th-century
color scheme. Future plans call for appropriate
refurnishing of the house which is listed on both
the Virginia and National registers.

* * *

The Virginia Center For The Perform-
ing Arts in downtown Richmond was awarded the
1984 Mary Wingfield Scott Preservation Award for
the “quality of its renovation and the impact on
downtown revitalization,” by the Historic Rich-
mond Foundation. The Virginia Center, a magnifi-
cent Art Deco theatre built in 1927 as a movie
palace, was designed by John Eberson; the original
atmospheric theatre style as well as all original
paint colors were included in the award winning
restoration by Marcellus Wright, Cox and Smith,
architects. Also receiving recognition by the
Historic Richmond Foundation were the Branch
House, the Mayo Memorial Church House,
Saint Alban’s Hall, the Refuge Temple in the
Jackson Ward Historic District, and the Belfry
Condominiums in the Church Hill Historic
District. All these properties are listed in the
Virginia and National registers.

* * *
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Handley Library, Winchester, interior view of dome. Completed
Jobs Act Project (see NOTES # 24).

Dodson House, Petersburg Public Library. Completed Jobs Act
Project (see NOTES # 24).

Norfolk’s Old City Hall, photographs of
which appear in the 1983 Annual Report of the Ad-
visory Council on Historic Preservation to the
President of the United States, is undergoing
substantial rehabilitation. The $4.1 million project
(a Tax Act project described in Notes #24), involves
rehabilitation for business offices.

* * *

Staff of the VHLC has been working with
Orange County officials in reviewing work for the
renovation of the Orange County Courthouse.
The buff color brick courthouse dating from the
mid-19th century is a rare example of the Italian
Villa style employed for a Virginia public building.
Work includes construction of a rear addition.

* * *

Several properties listed on the National and
Virginia registers in the Shenandoah Valley have
pooled their resources to promote that area of the
state. The Alexander-Withrow House and the
McCampbell Inn in Lexington, the Belle Grae
Inn in Staunton, and the Hotel Strasburg have
joined with other resort inns in the Valley to en-
courage tourism.

* * *
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