




































Notes On Landmarks 
The Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foun­

dation in Staunton is the recipient of a $20,000 
award from the Institute of Museum Services. The 
award, announced by Senator John Warner, is one 
of sixteen made in the Commonwealth and is de­
signed to assist museums in maintaining and im­
proving their services to the public. The Woodrow 
Wilson Birthplace is listed on the Virginia and Na­
tional registers. 

* * * 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation 

has awarded a planning grant to Union Theo­
logical Seminary in Richmond . The grant will 
be used to prepare a long-range plan for the semi­
nary's quadrangle, site of the original campus in 
Richmond's north side. The high Victorian Gothic 
buildings were designed by noted Richmond archi­
tect William Read in the late 19th century. 

* * * 

With a $25,000 grant from the Virginia Gene­
ral Assembly, and a planned fund raising campaign 
to gather $50,000 more, Surry County is hoping 
to undertake a major restoration of the Enos 
House, a registered Virginia landmark. Plans call 
for using the 18th-century farmhouse as Surry 
County's first county-run museum. The signifi­
cance of the Enos House lies in the rarity of such 
examples of unaltered vernacular dwellings from 
that period. 

* * * 

Wateiford Mill, Wateiford, Loudoun County. Completed Jobs Act 
Project (see NOTES # 24). 
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The U.S. Army has initiated a multiphase $4 
million restoration of historic Fort Monroe in 
Hampton, Virginia. With design study, contractual 
agreements, and supervision provided by the Na­
tional Park Service, the first phase is aimed spe­
cifically at safety maintenance of the fort. Work in­
cludes restoration of the interior fort walls and 
casemates. Efforts are toward restoration of the fort 
to its 1832 configuration. Fort Monroe is a National 
Historic Landmark which is an open post welcom­
ing visitors at any time. 

* * * 
A fund raising campaign is underway to raise 

$1,000,000 for the restoration of the Virginia 
Seminary and College in Lynchburg. Restoration 
efforts will concentrate on Hayes Hall, named for 
the founder of the college, whose primary early 
mission was to train teachers and ministers for 
work within the black community. Built in the Se­
cond Empire style, Hayes Hall is one of the oldest 
collegiate buildings in Lynchburg. 

* * * 
Renovation is underway at the old Norfolk 

and Western Railway Station in Petersburg 
due to the efforts and generosity of William T. Jar­
ratt, Jr. Mr. Jarratt recently purchased the station 
from the Historic Petersburg Foundation. Al­
though Jarratt, a retired Petersburg contractor, is 
unable to do the work himself, he has sought the 
assistance of friends to undertake the job. Jarratt 

Southern Seminary, Buena Vista, Rockbridge County. Completed 
Jobs Act Project (see NOTES# 24). 

'-Y..JI.' ,,,1· 

~
.,,· ... - .-~ 
. y 

~>;. 
. ', 

' . 

Woodrow Wilson Birthplace in Staunton 

Fort Monroe, Hampton 

plans to let the Petersburg industrial development 
office select a use for the building. 

* * * 

The historic Martha Washington Inn in 
Abingdon has recently been purchased by the 
United Coal Company. Utilizing the investment tax 
credits designed for rehabilitation of certified 
historic structures, DCC lfas already begun refur­
bishing the Inn with special efforts directed at 
repairs to the structure of the building and im­
provements to the dining room. DCC spokesman 
Tom Fowlkes said, "It was our feeling that this inn 
is such an important part of the history of 
Southwest Virginia; it was an institution worth 
preserving." 

* * * 

The Lee House, Richmond, so called 
because Robert E. Lee resided there for several 
months following the Civil War, is currently under­
going rehabilitation with an addition in the rear to 
house the Traveller's Restaurant. The house long 
st::rved as home to the Virginia Historical Society 
and presently houses several architectural firms. 

* * * 
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Union Theological Seminary, on Seminary Avenue in Richmond 

Plans are underway for the rehabilitation of 
another Lexington, Virginia landmark. The Will­
son-Walker House on North Main Street is 
slated for conversion to a restaurant to be opened 
in the spring of 1985. Plans have been approved 
by the Lexington Planning Commission. 

* * * 

The University of Virginia will spend more 
than $100,000 over the next five years on the 
renovation of the 150-year-old Morea, recently 
listed on the Virginia and National registers (see 
Notes, Spring 1984). Plans call for interior repairs 
and painting, replacement of the roof, and repoin­
ting of the brickwork. The house was built by John 
P. Emmet, a scientist invited by Thomas Jefferson 
to join his faculty as a professor of natural history. 

* * * 
Fire destroyed an important landmark in the 

Winchester Historic District last summer. The 
large Victorian home at 414 South Braddock 
Street was the only intact and original example 
of the Second Empire style in Winchester. 

* * * 



Mayo Memorial Church House on West Franklin Street in Rich­
mond 

Martha Washington Inn, Arlington 

Rehabilitation of the 1845 Mayo House, the 
diocesan headquarters of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia in Richmond since 1923, has recently been 
completed. This rehabilitation was an effort to 
return to the interior the rich effects of the 1890s 
so carefully contrived by the Mayo family. As part 
of the project, the sash and roof were repaired and 
the exterior c)eaned and painted in a 19th-century 
color scheme. Future plans call for appropriate 
refurnishing of the house which is listed on both 
the Virginia and National registers. 

* * * 
The Virginia Center For The Perform­

ing Arts in downtown Richmond was awarded the 
1984 Mary Wingfield Scott Preservation Award for 
the "quality of its renovation and the impact on 
downtown revitalization," by the Historic Rich­
mond Foundation. The Virginia Center, a magnifi­
cent Art Deco theatre built in 1927 as a movie 
palace, was designed by John Eberson; the original 
atmospheric theatre style as well as all original 
paint colors were included in the award winning 
restoration by Marcellus Wright, Cox and Smith, 
architects. Also receiving recognition by the 
Historic Richmond Foundation were the Branch 
House, the Mayo Memorial Church House, 
Saint Alban's Hall, the Refuge Temple in the 
Jackson Ward Historic District, and the Belfry 
Condominiums in the Church Hill Historic 
District. All these properties are listed in the 
Virginia and National registers. 

* * * 
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Handley Library, Winchester, interior view of dome. Completed 
Jobs Act Project (see NOTES # 24). 

Dodson House, Petersburg Public Library. Completed Jobs Act 
Project (see NOTES # 24). 

Norfolk's Old City Hall, photographs of 
which appear in the 1983 Annual Report of the Ad­
visory Council on Historic Preservation to the 
President of the United States, is undergoing 
substantial rehabilitation. The $4.1 million project 
(a Tax Act project described in Notes #24), involves 
rehabilitation for business offices. 

* * * 
Staff of the VHLC has been working with 

Orange County officials in reviewing work for the 
renovation of the Orange County Courthouse . 
The buff color brick courthouse dating from the 
mid-19th century is a rare example of the Italian 
Villa style employed for a Virginia public building. 
Work includes construction of a rear addition. 

* * * 
Several properties listed on the National and 

Virginia registers in the Shenandoah Valley have 
pooled their resources to promote that area of the 
state. The Alexander-Withrow House and the 
McCampbell Inn in Lexington, the Belle Grae 
Inn in Staunton, and the Hotel Strasburg have 
joined with other resort inns in the Valley to en­
courage tourism. 

* * * 
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