






































New Easements 

The Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, on 
behalf of the Commonwealth, has accepted an his­
toric easement on Columbia, located on West 
Grace Street in Richmond. The easement was 
granted by Robert A. Buerlein and Judith S. Buer­
lein. Columbia is a Flemish-bonded brick residence 

Rocklands, a 2, 224-acre estate in Orange County 
has been protected through a preservation ease­
ment granted jointly to the Virginia Historic Land­
marks Commission and the Virginia Outdoors Foun­
dation by Mrs. Doris Neale. The Georgian-Revival 
style dwelling was constructed in 1906 and remod-
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built for Philip Haxall in 1817/18. Later the Federal­
style structure housed the University of Richmond 
and then the law school of the university. Plans call 
for occupation of the building by the American His­
torical Foundation. The structure is also being reha­
bilitated for office use using investment tax credits. 

,r: 

eled in 1933 by the noted architect, William Law­
rence Bottomley. The easement will protect iri per­
petuity this scenic and historic area of Orange 
County from commercial and industrial develop-
ment. · 

Notes on Landmarks 

Upper Brandon, a Prince George County, Virginia 
federal style plantation house built in 1825, has been 
purchased by the James River Corporation of Rich­
mond. Plans call for the possible establishment of a 
training center for company employees with the 
early 19th-century house preserved as an integral 
part of the development. 

Work has been completed on the restoration of 
Mitchells Presbyterian Church in Culpeper 
County. (VLR, 1980, NR, 1980). $170,000 was 
raised to restore the crumbling plaster and repair 
serious structural problems that threatened the 
trompe-l'oeil frescoes rendered by Joseph Dominick 
Oddenino in the 19th century. 

The Elkton Historical Society in Rockingham County 
has agreed to plans for restoration of the Miller­
Kite House, in Elkton. (VLR, 1978, NR, 1979). 
The house in Elkton, where Stonewall Jackson once 

made his headquarters during the Valley Campaign, 
was built in 1827 with an addition made in 1840. The 
restored house will be used as a community center 
and museum of early Elkton history. 

Colonial Williamsburg has opened to the public its 
most recent reconstruction- the Public Hospital 
for Persons of Insane and Disordered Minds. 
Originally built in 1770, it was the first hospital in 
America specifically designed to care for the men­
tally ill. The reconstruction represents a significant 
departure in Colonial Williamsburg's traditional pre­
sentations of only 18th-century life since care of the 
mentally ill in the 19th-century is portrayed as well. 

Extensive renovation in conjunction with Staunton's 
facade improvement program is planned for the 
three buildings occupied by the Staunton News 
Leader at 11-19 North Central Avenue. Also in­
cluded in the project is the interior renovation of the 

Mitchells Presbyterian Church, Culpeper County: Oddenino murals restored. 
Credit: William E. Barrett (1984) 
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Fort Wool, Hampton: Photograph from Harper's Weekly, (1864) . Credit: Virginia State Library. 

The Windsor Railroad Station, Isle of Wight County: Credit: C. F. Robinson. 

classified advertising and circulation departments. 
Drawings for the facade were completed by the 
Historic Staunton Foundation in 1982. 

The Fort Ward Museum in Alexandria has re­
ceived one of thirty-six Awards of Merit from the 
American Association for State and Local History for 
its Civil War history outreach program. The Award 
of Merit is made by the national history organization 
to individuals and agencies demonstrating excellence 
in programs or achievements in the field of state and 
local history. 

The A.P. V.A. has signed a long-term lease with the 
heirs of the late Dora Travis Armistead for the 
Armistead House on Duke of Gloucester Street, 
Williamsburg. The Armistead is one of only two 
houses not owned by the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation on Duke of Gloucester. Plans for use of 
the Queen Anne style house built in the 1890s have 
not yet been determined, but an A. P. V. A. spokes­
man said that the house will remain in tact. The 
A.P. V.A. was founded in Williamsburg in 1899. 

Fort Wool, a 19th-century military installation in 
Hampton Roads, was opened this spring to visitors 
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by the City of Hampton. The island property, visible 
to travelers from the Hampton Roads Tunnel, is 
listed on both the Virginia and National registers. It 
has long associations with the defense system in 
Hampton Roads and was begun in 1819 with young 
Robert E. Lee supervising some of the construction. 
Plans have been made to take tourists to the island 
fort by boat. 

The Town of Abingdon has announced plans for the 
rehabilitation of the town's railroad depot for a 
community center. In addition to funds provided by 
the town, private funds are being sought for the 
rehabilitation project. 

The Windsor Railroad Station in Isle of Wight 
County will now be moved to the town of Wakefield. 
Plans of the Windsor Ruritan Club to move the 
station to another site in Windsor and restore the 
1866 structure as a regional library were turned 
down by the Windsor Town Council. 

The Lynchburg Historical Foundation has officially 
launched its Main Street Facade Improvement 
Program. Goal of the program, according to . 
spokesman for the LHF, is "to provide incentives to 

·Roseland Manor, Hampton: 1978 photograph of mansion destroyed by fire this spring. 

the Main Street property owners to make appropri­
ate restorations of their facades." Three Lynchburg 
banks-Sovran, United Virginia, and Central Na­
tional-have agreed to issue low interest loans to 
Main Street property owners who wish to partici­
pate in the program. Technical assistance will be 
provided by the Division of Historic Landmarks. 

The Division's Research Center for Archaeology is 
the recent recipient of an important archaeological 
gift from the Iowa Office of State Archaeology. 
Included are seven shell necklaces and a shell gorget 
from the late Woodland Period. Four of the neck­
laces and the gorget were discovered in the Broad­
ford area of Smyth County in the 1930s while the 
other necklaces were found at the Patowmek Site 
in Stafford County. The artifacts will be curated for 
research and exhibit at the Research Center in 
Yorktown. 

The historic Manchester Cotton and Wool Man­
ufacturing Company building, located at the south 
end of Richmond's 14th Street Bridge, was heavily 
damaged by fire late last fall. Fortunately, the 1837-
40 section of the structure was the least damaged. 
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The antebellum structure is well known from its 
rendering in contemporary drawings of the burning 
of Richmond in 1865 in Harpers Weekly. · 

An unusual method of financing a rehabilitation pro­
ject is being used by the Martin Agency, Inc., a 
Richmond advertising form. The agency, which has 
already rehabilitated the old Elks Home in the Mon­
ument Avenue Historic District, is offering lim­
ited partnerships to its own employees in a venture 
to rehabilitate the Shenandoah, a four story apart­
ment building across from the Elks Home. Funding 
for a portion of the project has been obtained 
through revenue bonds from the Richmond Indus­
trial Development Authority with the additional 
$850,000 coming from employee investment. 

Roseland Manor, a ninety-nine year old mansion in 
the Phoebus area of Hampton, was destroyed by fire 
this spring. The damage was so extensive that the 
exterior brick walls of the mansion which had been 
compared to the sumptious residences of Newport, 
Rhode Island, had to be pulled down. The structure 
had recently been rehabilitated for use as offices. 



Around the State 

The Preservation Alliance of Virginia and the 
Division of Historic Landmarks sponsored their first 
annual Spring Preservation Workshops in April at 
Montpelier in Orange County. The two-day event 
included presentations on Montpelier itself, the 
most recent acquisition of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. The program included a dis­
cussion of the house during the tenure of James and 
Dolley Madison and plans for preparing Montpelier 
for its formal opening to the public in 1987. The 
second day of the conference featured small work­
shops for two large groups of the preservation 
constituency in Virginia: private historical organiza­
tions and architectural review boards. Over two 
hundred preservationists attended. 

The Museum of the Confederacy, Richmond 
residence of Jefferson Davis during the Civil War, 

has received an $86, 000 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. The funded project, 
entitled "Victory in Defeat: the Jefferson Davis Fam­
ily and the Ritual of the Lost Cause," is being 
directed by Tucker H. Hill, former Executive Di­
rector of the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commis­
sion. The NEH grant will underwrite the design and 
installation of a permanent exhibit and the publication 
of a catalogue and interpretive guide. The guide will 
examine the lives of Jefferson Davis and his family as 
well as the movement generally known as the "Lost 
Cause." The catalogue and interpretive guide will 
include a summary of the exhibit accompanied by 
photographs, contemporary prints, and drawings 
prepared by the Historic American Building Survey 
in the summer of 1984. The opening of the exhibit is 
scheduled for June, 1985 and publication of the 
catalogue and guide slated for late fall. 

~-~r~-J - - . . 
Shockoe Slip Historic District, Richmond: Richmond fire fighters battle March fire in the 1300 block of East Cary Street. Warehouse in the 
rear was destroyed but structure facing on East Cary was saved. 

Three fires within a week's time in March caused 
extensive damage to buildings in Richmond's 
Shockoe Valley and Tobacco Row Historic 
District and the Shockoe Slip Historic District. 
On March 16, a four-alarm fire severely damaged a 
specialty food company building (c. 1890) at 1422-28 
East Cary Street. On March 19, a small fire caused 
severe damage to an unoccupied structure at 1814 
East Main Street. The most catastrophic fire oc­
cured March 21 in the Shockoe Slip Historic District, 
destroying the Southern Railway Supply Company 
warehouse, the headquarters of the Southern Rail­
way Supply Company at 1321 East Main Street, and 
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damaging the Liberty Press Building on 14th Street, 
another warehouse on Exchange Alley, and a com­
mercial structure on East Cary Street. 1321 East 
Main was built in 1868-73 and designed by Richmond 
architect, Marion J. Dimmock. Damage was also 
sustained by a large rehabilitation project underway 
at 1305-1317 E. Main Street. (See Notes# 24, p. 6 
for photo). Excellent work by Richmond firefighters 
prevented the fire from spreading further on the 
important block in the historic district which has 
seen substantial rehabilitation of its 19th-century 
buildings in the last ten years. 
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