

































































State Embarks on Survey of Its Own
Historic Buildings and Grounds

While more than seventy properties owned by
the Commonwealth of Virginia are individually listed
on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National
Register of Historic Places, and a still greater num-
ber of state-owned buildings are officially recognized
as contributing members of registered historic dis-
tricts, the ability of state agencies and the wider
public to rely upon register designation as a planning
tool is hampered by uncertainty regarding the poten-
tial eligibility of state-owned properties for place-
ment on the state and national registers.

In order to address this important planning need,
the Division of Historic Landmarks recently initiated
a comprehensive survey of all state-owned build-
ings, structures, sites and objects that are forty
years old or older. The Division has contracted with
the firm of Land and Community Associates, Inc. of
Charlottesville to undertake phase one of the sur-
vey, which will focus on the identification and evalua-
tion of historic buildings, structures, objects, and
designed landscapes at all of Virginia’s state parks,
public institutions of high education, and corrections
facilities.

The Division’s contract with the Charlottesville
firm directs the consultants to meet with appropriate
state personnel to discuss the survey in advance of

edge of the buildings and their histories, and to
gather other information germane to a proper as-
sessment of the cultural significance of the proper-
ties in their larger physical and historic context. In
addition to photographing and recording architec-
tural and historical information on historic properties
at each site, associates of the firm will prepare
historical context statements for various groupings
of associated buildings to be inventoried, so that
related resources can be evaluated for integrity and
significance by cultural theme.

Scheduled for completion next spring, phase one
of the survey will culminate in a final report evaluat-
ing the significance of the properties for register
designation and recommending registration and pro-
tection goals and priorities for the inventoried re-
sources. The final report will be distributed to all
state agencies with management responsibility for
resources evaluated in the report, as well as to the
Division’s Historic Landmarks and Review boards,
for formal action concerning the nomination of quali-
fied properties.

Subsequent phases of the survey will complete
the evaluation of state-owned buildings and other
standing structures and establish a plan and priority
schedule for archaeological surveys on state-owned
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“Solitude,” a historic resource on the campus of Virginia Polytechnic
and State University in Blacksburg.

site wvisits, to do a pertinent literature search, to lands. . gtest ki & KD s e L S B ,
interview persons who may have particular knowl- Pocahontas State Park in Chesterfield County, built in the 1930s, Sky Meadows State Park in Fauquer County; bridges and road-
has interesting dams and roadways. ways would be a part of the survey of state-owned historic resources.
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A shelter building at Fairy Stone State Park in Patrick County, one of the resources to be included in the survey of state-owned historic Sky Meadows State Park in Fauquier County has several historic buildings and sites.
structures.
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Landmarks and Review Boards
Visit Winchester

On April 20-21, the Virginia Historic Landmarks
Board and the State Review Board convened in
Winchester to learn more about the cultural re-
sources and preservation needs in Winchester and
Frederick County. The visit was initially conceived
by the Honorable Alson H. Smith, Jr., Delegate from
Winchester-Frederick, who was on hand to greet
the two boards. Official hosts for the visit were
Preservation of Historic Winchester, Inc. and the
Winchester-Frederick Historical Society.

In addition to tending to their normal meeting

agendas, the boards were given a bus tour and a
slide presentation highlighting the need to survey
the resources of Frederick County. A reception at
Belle Grove clearly showed the beauty of the build-
ing and the fragility of its pastoral setting. The
boards dined in downtown restaurants and walked
the streets of Winchester, where they saw the
effects of preservation efforts by Preservation of
Historic Winchester, the Main Street Program, and
the merchants of Winchester.
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