
































Bottle seal recovered at site of Arlington, Northampton County, Virginia, showing the " I" and "C" for (J)ohn Custis. 

Rhenish stoneware jug fragments recovered at Arlington in 
1987. 
Bottle seal showing the "JC" recovered at Arlington. 
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Sect~·on of Augu~tine Herrm<!-n. fi1ap of 1670 that replaced the 
earlier John Smith Map of Virginia. Old Plantation Creek is the 
southernmost creek shown here. Arlington believed to be repres­
ented by one of two buildings shown above the word "Old." 

target area was four acres of land adjoining the 
cemetery. 

Two documents in particular assisted in the 
research efforts: Augustine Herrman's 1670 map of 
"Virginia and Maryland;' and an 1812 survey plat 
of the Custis property. The former shows three 
settlements on the south side of Old Plantation 
Creek, one of which was unquestionably the Ar­
lington dwelling house. The latter depicts a ''dwell­
ing house" east of the cemetery and an "old chim­
ney of former Mansion House" to the southeast. 
Hermann's 1670 map established the existence of a 
settlement in the expected place at the expected 
time, while the 1812 plat focused the survey efforts. 

The archaeological fieldwork consisted of sur­
face examination, probing with an iron rod, and 
excavation of several test units. The initial four test 
units located a brick basement complete with 
paved flooring, a group of bricks laid rowlock (on 
edge) suggesting part of a stoop into another 
building, a brick walkway, and a feature measuring 
roughly 30 feet across of yet to be determined 
function. 

Subsequent testing on the brick basement with a 
5-foot square test hole located a bulkhead entrance 
leading into the basement. The bulkhead was a 
bricked receptacle originally containing wooden 
steps leading into it. An unusual aspect of the 
construction of the bulkhead is the interruption of 
the back wall by three slots for wooden uprights to 
which the step's framing was attached. 

Among the artifacts from the Arlington site were 
fragments from a delftware saucer, numerous 
bottles, and two-thirds of a cobalt-decorated Rhen­
ish stoneware jug. All these items were found in one 
small section of a five-foot square test hole. 

Just as the historian looks for the "smoking gun" 
document to unravel the mysteries of the past, the 
archaeologist also seeks that all-important clue 
among the millions of artifacts unearthed on 
archaeological sites that links the site to a specific 
individual. In the case of "Arlington;' two such 
items were recovered from the soil in the bulkhead. 
Among the bottle fra~ents found, two bottle seals 
bearing the letters 'I-C" (the "I" being the early 
form of "J") linked the site indisputably with the 

Bulkhead entrance discovered at Arlington Site. 
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John Custis buried in the cemetery not fifty yards 
from the excavation. 

It remains a mystery as to which John Custis 
these "JC" bottle seals originally belonged. John 
Custis bottle seals have been found before. Ivor 
Noel Hume in his book All The Best Rubbish 
(Harper and Row, 1974) devotes ten pages to a 
discussion ofJohn Custis and bottle seals belonging 
to the Custis family. Two examples are cited-one 
bearing the name ofJohn Custis completed with the 
date 1713; the other reading "I Custis," the "I" 
again being read today as "J." Nowhere is menti­
oned a seal bearing the initials "JC." The "I" Custis 
seals came from bottles attributable in shape to the 
1730s, and Noel Hume cites a 1737 order for "3 
gross of quart bottles by Rumsey markt I Custis." 
The JC seal would seem to predate these 1713 and 
1730 seals.John Custis IV's father lived in Wilsonia 
Neck, many miles north of Arlington. The bottle 
shape bearing this seal appears to date from ca. 
1700 and may have belonged to either of the earlier 
Custises. 

Remains of early colonial settlement were not the 
only discoveries at the Chesapeake Shores develop­
ment. Road construction revealed some of the 
earlier aboriginal occupation on the property. A 
drainage ditch paralleling the road breached two 
features containing human remains. One pit con­
tained numerous small bones, i.e. vertebra, ribs, 
phalanges, and was noticeably absent of major 
members such as long bones or skulls. The other 
pit contained the partial remains of four individu­
als represented by skull remains and long bones. 
The serendipitous discovery of these two pits 
vividly illustrates two steps in Native American 
mortuary practices. It was custom to deflesh 
human remains by some means-sometimes by 
burying the bodies-and then remove the major 
remains to a mortuary house for a period of time, 
followed eventually with the ceremonial reinter­
ment of the bundled remains of a number of individ­
uals together. These two features seem to exhibit 
the first and last parts of that ceremonial rite. 

This cursory examination of the Arlington site 
has uncovered valuable archaeological remains 
relating to the early history of the Eastern Shore. 



The property's historical associations highlight it 
as among the most significant unexcavated colonial 
sites in Virginia. The Custis family and its des­
cendants have played crucial roles in the history of 
both Virginia and the nation; its descendants 
include the adopted children of George Washington 
and the wife of Robert E. Lee. Custis's great-great­
grandson, George Washington Parke Custis, 
named his plantation in Northern Virginia "Arling­
ton;' after his ancestral home on the Eastern Shore. 
The Di Canio Organization, excited by these dis­
coveries, is planning to hire a professional team of 
archaeologists to conduct a more extensive study of 
the historic resources on the property. 

Archaeological explorations on the Eastern 
shore have been limited, consisting mostly of small 
one- or two-day surveys in response to federal and 
state requirements for environmental evaluation. 
Minor research efforts have also been undertaken 
on sites of known importance, e.g. Pear Valley in 
Northampton County owned by the Association for 
the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities; the Ac­
comac County Jail, the Scarborough site, and the 
Eastville Jail grounds. Ship remains are also 
sporadically exposed in beach erosion on the 
Atlantic side of the Shore. 

The Division has conducted two major surveys 
on the shore to date-one in 1977 to look at 1700 
acres proposed for development south of Cape 
Charles just north of the Arlington site; the other in 
1982 to examine 2000 acres of land straddling the 

border of Accomac and Northampton counties. The 
former located 315 17th-, 18th-, and 19th-century 
sites; the later identified 23 areas of prehistoric, 
17th-, 18th-, and 19th-century occupation. In 
September, a one-week excavation recovered Vene­
tian glass beads, ornately decorated pipes, an 
intact wooden tool box, and the earliest and most 
extensive collection of leather shoes found in 
Virginia from the remains of eight wells originally 
lined with wooden barrels. 

Virginia is among the richest of the fifty states in 
its historical resources and associations from the 
early period of our nation's history. At the same 
time, it is under increasing pressure from develop­
ers which often can have an adverse impact on 
some of these irreplaceable cultural resources. 
Sporadic interest coupled with federal require­
ments, have allowed for a hurried look at some of 
these rich archaeological sites but untold others 
have been lost with little or no trace. These most 
recent archaeological discoveries are focusing 
special attention on the rich cultural heritage of 
Virginia's Eastern Shore. It can only be hoped that 
recognition by the developers at Arlington of this 
unique treasure from the past will portend a 
greater sympathy in the future in the treatment of 
our archaeological resources. 

David K. Hazzard 
Archaeologist 

Archaeologists uncovered what may be remains of a stoop in front of a building at the Arlington Site . 
. f . 
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A Heritage Education 
Workbook for Virginia 

W
ith the assistance of a grant from the 
Division of Historic Landmarks, the 
Preservation Alliance of Virginia has 
completed the first phase of its ~eritage 

education program. As one component of this phase 
of the program, the Alliance has developed a proto­
type heritage education workbook that can be used 
throughout Virginia. The Alliance introduced the 
draft workbook last summer at a workshop held in 
Staunton. Historical organizations, museums, and 
school systems in Virginia and elsewhere contrib­
uted materials for the workbook. 

The workbook is intended to enhance and sup­
plement the study of Virginia's history in the fourth 
and seventh grades. Consequently, the curricul~m 
is designed to meet selected Standards of Learning 
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Objectives for Social Studies as established for 
Virginia public schools by the Department of 
Education. The activities also promote develop­
ment of critical thinking skills. 

To encourage development of a preservation 
ethic, this program is specifically design~d to 
emphasize Virginia's tangible cultural hen_tage 
that survives as objects, structures, and environ­
ment shaped by human endeavor such as neighbor­
hoods and parks. The curriculum is st~uctur~d to 
help students acquire and apply the ~kill of visual 
literacy to study and comprehend obJects, spaces, 
and places that were built or used by people in the 

past. · f · h · I · · 11 The workbook consists o eig t umts. mtia y, 
students are introduced to the concept of historical 



'time.' For example, fourth graders, as part of the 
unit on 'time' develop their own personal timelines, 
answerin~ questions such as "In what year were 
you born? ' "When were your grandparents born?" 
"In what year did you start school?" In this way, 
students can begin to grasp the concept of times 
past and just how long ago one hundred years really 
is. In the following unit, students become ac­
quainted with the basic concepts and principles of 
archaeology. They learn to "read" objects and 
comprehend the historical significance of artifacts. 

The core of the curriculum focuses on architec­
ture with activities dealing with the function, 
structure, construction, design, decoration, space, 
scale, and technology of buildings. Architectural 
style and elements are introduced at this level. The 
inquiry technique learned with objects is applied to 
both individual structures and to the city- or 
townscape as a whole. By 'reading' the city as 
artifact, students discover that the built environ­
ment in their own neighborhoods can reveal impor­
tant information about the past. By comparing 
photographs and maps from the past and present, 
students can discover how Virginia's cities and 
towns have developed and changed. Similarly, the 
unit on historic landscapes and the rural environ­
ment enables students to be more observant of the 
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countryside and to understand the impact of chang­
ing land use over the years. The final unit explores 
the value of preserving our cultural heritage. 

The Preservation Alliance of Virginia encour­
ages preservationists, museum personnel, and 
educators to work together by using this curricu-
1 um to develop a heritage education program 
tailored to their own communities. The workbook 
allows for local source materials such as historical 
prints, photographs, maps, and manuscripts to be 
substituted to make the material more pertinent to 
students in particular communities. Although field 
trips to historic areas and museums are strongly 
recommended, they are not an essential element of 
the curriculum. 

Currently some of the workshop participants are 
testing the materials in classrooms or are using 
them to create local programs. The Alliance plans 
to seek additional funds to publish the final edited 
workbook, and ultimately to make copies available 
to public and private schools throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Suzanne Schell 
Preservation Education 
Consultant 

Certified Local Governments in Virginia 

Certified Local Governments in Virginia 
Receive Subgrant Awards 

The following Certified Local Governments in 
Virginia have recently been awarded subgrants to 
implement a broad spectrum of preservation activ­
ities in their localities. Funds are awarded through 
the Division of Historic Landmarks on a matching 
basis. 
l. City of Suffolk-Reconnaissance level architec­

tural survey 
2. City of Petersburg-Preparation of a Public 

Information Package consisting of historic 
zoning regulations, design review guidelines, 
and a glossary of architectural vocabulary. 

3. Prince William County -a National Register 
nomination 

4. Town of Pulaski - Publication of design guide­
lines for the Pulaski Historic Residential District 

5. Town of Culpeper -Preparation of a historic 
district handbook 

New Certified Local Governments 
Announced · 

Since the Spring, 1987 issue of Notes on Virginia, 
four new localities in Virginia have been recog­
nized as Certified Local Governments. Joining 
those localities announced earlier are: the City of 
Alexandria; the towns of Pulaski and Herndon; and 
the City of Petersburg. Authorized under the 
National Historic Preservation Amendments Act of 
1980, the Certified Local Government program 
enables the State Historic Preservation Officer to 
certify qualifying communities for participation in 
the preservation program in Virginia. The pro­
gram also qualifies local governments to apply for 
matching grants from federal preservation funds 
awarded to Virginia. 

ARE YOU A 
PRESERVATIONIST? 

The Division of Historic Landmarks has 
recently announced the availability of a new 
slide/tape presentation entitled ARE YOU A 
PRESERVATIONIST? Designed for use at 
the fourth grade level, this presentation 
consists of slides and a taped script and is 
accompanied by a booklet with suggested 
followup activities and style sheets. 

While historic preservation is a complex 
issue, the emphasis is to stress the impor­
tance of our architectural heritage and its 
value to all of us. It is suggested that the 
program be used in conjunction with a unit 
on local history and architecture. An effective 
method for its use is to show the program 
once at the beginning of the unit, and then 
again at the end when the students will have 
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gained a greater appreciation for the impor­
tance of our cultural heritage and will be 
better able to comprehend the issues pre­
sented. 

The booklet contains a bibliography of 
reference materials and a set of handout 
sheets representing thirteen important archi­
tectural styles found in Virginia. ARE YOU A 
PRESERVATIONIST may be used singularly 
or in conjunction with ARCHITECTURE: 
VIRGINIA STYLE, the slide/tape program 
prepared last year. For information on the 
program or to make reservations for the loan 
of the slides, tape, and booklets, please con­
tact Ann Miller at the Division office in 
Richmond. 



Around the State 

The University of Virginia has received a 
$750,000 challenge grant award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts toward an endowment for 
the Jeffersonian buildings and grounds. Under the 
conditions of the challenge, the University must 
raise an additional $2.25 million for the Jefferson­
ian buildings and grounds endowment in three 
years to qualify for the federal money. Although 
owned by the Commonwealth, and maintained as 
well as ~ossible with limited state resources, 
Jefferson s original buildings and grounds require 
greater funding than the state can provide for 
study, preservation, and restoration. (See NOTES 
#29 for information on some of the work being 
carried out on the pavilions at the University.) 

The Yorktown Shipwreck, known as the Barrel 
Wreck, an underwater archaeological project 
conducted under the auspices of the Division of 
Historic Landmarks, will be the subject of an eight­
part series on underwater archaeology on public 
television this spring. Produced by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, filming for the produc­
tion took place in the spring and summer of 1987. 
The project will also be the subject of an article to 
appear in NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC next summer. 

The Division of Historic Landmarks has 
received an Award of Merit from the American 
Association for State and Local History for "seven­
teen years of work as expressed in the VIRGINIA 

LANDMARKS REGISTER, 3rd Edition." The 
recognition was one of 30 such awards given 
nationally announced at the AASLH annual meet­
ing held in Raleigh, North Carolina in October. 

The Pendleton-Coles House at the Virginia 
Military Institute in Lexington was moved earlier 
this fall to make way for a new academic building. 
The mid-19th-century dwelling was moved several 
hundred yards and will remain part of the row of 
residences near the entrance to VMI. Attributed to 
Alexander Jackson Davis, the Pendleton Coles 
House is best known for its association with 
General George C. Marshall. 

Historical Markers Approved By Landmarks Board 
The Virginia Historic Landmarks Board has 

approved eight new historical markers to be added 
to the State's historical marker system. The new 
markers are: DR. WILLIAM FLEMING (A-64) and 
DR. ALEXANDER HUMPHREYS (A-63), spon­
sored by the Augusta-Highland County Medical 
Society, both in Staunton; THE ROANOKE CITY 
MARKET (K-96) sponsored by the City of Roanoke; 
CAPTAIN SALLY L. TOMPKINS (N-84) spon­
sored by the Mathews County Historical Society in 
Mathews County; CAMP MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY (U-125) sponsored by the Franklin­
Southampton County Chamber of Commerce in 
Isle of Wight County; MILLBROOK-HOME OF 
SENATOR JOHN W EPPES (U-38) sponsored .by 
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Historic Buckingham, Inc., in Buckingham 
County; CONSTITUTION FOREST (R-59) spon­
sored by The Virginia Frontier Chapter, National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu­
tion in Amherst County; and SAPONI RELIGIOUS 
BELIEFS EXPLAINED (L-53) sponsored by inter­
ested citizens in Pittsylvania County. 

Replacement markers approved with revised 
inscriptions include: THE HOWLETT LINE (S-6), 
POINT OF ROCKS (S-23) and PORT WALTHALL 
(S-22), all in Chesterfield County and funded by 
local Chesterfield civic groups and the county 
history commission; and CARTER'S FORT (KA-7) 
sponsored by the Southwest Virginia Historical 
Society in Scott County. 






