






































Virginia's Attic 

T he Smithsonian is known as the nation's 
attic. The basements of Morson's Row in 
Richmond are Virginia's attic. Stored in 
these rooms are artifacts resulting from 

over 25 years of archaeological excavations in the 
state. Virginia's long history and even longer 
prehistory have made the state one of the richest in 
the nation in archaeological sites and have pro­
vided a collection of artifacts that are unique as a 
state resource. 

Some of the earliest historic sites in Virginia 
are represented here. The Walter Aston site, also 
known as Causeys Creek, dates to the earliest part 
of the 17th century and contains artifacts not found 
any place else in the United States. A French wheel 
lock dating from between 1600 and 1610 is one of 
these unique items and the Saintonge costrel 
shown below is another. This costrel, thought to 
have been a container for alcoholic beverages, was 
made in France from the late 1500s to the early 
1600s. 

The prehistoric collections are equally rich and 
varied and represent excavations from the earliest 
period, Paleoindian, which dates to 10,000 years 
before the present, up to the European contact 
period. The incised chlorite schist pipe pictured 
below is from a late burial site (post AD 1500) 
located in Southampton County and is just one 
example from the excellent prehistoric collections. 

As the state repository for these collections, the 
Division of Historic Landmarks has responsibility 
for the curation of the artifacts. For a state agency, 
curation means not only the care and proper 

An incised clorite platform pipe found in a burial at a contact site 
located in Southampton County. The burial dates from circa 
1625 to 1640. 
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storage of these artifacts, but also sharing them 
with the public through exhibitions and making 
them available to scholars and researchers for 
study and analysis. In order to fulfill these respon­
sibilities, the collections are housed in two ways. A 
study collection is maintained in museum cases 
easily accessible to scholars and researches. This 
collection is composed of a representative sample of 
objects found in prehistoric and 17th- and 18th­
century sites; lithics, ceramics, wine bottles, tools, 
and one-of-kind items. These vary from 17th­
century pots made by local potters to English, 
French, and Dutch objects imported by the early 
colonists and includes artificats from each of the 

This Saintonge costrel was made in France during the late 16th 
to early 17th century. It was recovered from a Charles City 
County site. 
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prehistoric periods. The study collection is used for 
comparative purposes to identify objects found on 
other sites, as a teaching tool for students of 
materials culture, and for research projects that 
will add to the knowledge of prehistory and history 
in Virginia. 

The bulk of the collections are stored by site for 
long term curation. They are availab~e to those 
wishing to do an in-depth study of artifacts from 
one particular site or study a specific type of 
artifact found on several sites. Material from both 
of these groups can be seen by making an appoint­
ment with the curator. 

The importance of these collections is reflected 
in the requests we get for loans. Currently one of 
our largest collections, the Governor's Land, is on 
loan to the Jamestown Yorktown Foundation for 
exhibit in its new museum facility inJamestown. In 
this setting it will be viewed by thousands of 
tourists from the United States and abroad and 
increase their understanding of early settlement in 
the New World. 

Just as important are the loans we make to 
local communities. The Poquoson Public Library 
has an exhibit of artifacts from sites excavated in 
that area which interpret the prehistory and 
history of the Poquoson peninsula. Objects for 
theme exhibits are also available from the collec­
tions. The new Newport News Museum and 
Archives has borrowed a collection containing 
many 18th-century farm tools to be used in an 
exhibit depicting the transition of Warwick County 
from a rural society to an industrial one. Sher~s 
from an 18th-century chamber pot are on tour m 
the Virginia Museum of . Fine f\~ts Artm(?bile 
exhibit on Fragments. This exhibit uses obJects 
from art, architecture, and archaeology to explore 
the concept of fragments, a perfect showcase for an 
archaeological object which is almost always 
fragmentary. . . . 

These artifacts are not only m demand withm 
the state but their significance has been recognized 
nationally. A loan of wine bottles fr:om colonial 
Virginia sites has been made to the Wme Museum 
of San Francisco for an exhibit. The Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston requested a loan of some of our 
early ceramics for a special exhibit on ceramics. 
Anheuser Busch has a display of artifacts from 
Kingsmill in their home office in St. Louis a~ w~ll 
as at Kingsmill and Busch Gardens. Our pohcy is 
to share these artifacts with the public as long as 
they are presented by a qualified institution in a 
manner reflecting their significance as a part of 
Virginia's early history. · . 

The Division also accepts donat10ns of collec­
tions for curation. These collections should be from 
a site registered in the state site files and prepared 
according to the state curation standards. The 
artifacts along with the site documentation will_ be 
accepted with a signed donation form _transferm:ig 
title to the Department of Conservation and His­
toric Resources Division of Historic Landmarks. 

Interns and volunteers are welcome in our 
laboratory. Interns can benefit by receiving college 
credit for working with the collections. Internship 
programs are designed for the individual to meet 
his or her interests and level of knowledge. Last 
spring, we had a intern from Virginia Common­
wealth University working with us. The program 

· designed for him included lea~ning artifact. typ~s 
and materials from the prehistonc and histonc 
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periods in Vi~ginia, laboratorr proc~dures for 
washing labelmg, and catalogumg artifacts, and 
acceptea' methods of packaging collections for long 
term storage. He w~s also able to participate_in a 
field excavation with our Survey and Register 
Section, gaining a knowle_dge of field techniques. 
As a result of his work with us, he was offered a 
summer job with an archaeological contract firm. 
Graduate students wishing to do an independent 
study course or a special research project are also 
encouraged to contact us. 

Our volunteer program enables volunteers to 
earn paraprofessional status in archaeological field 
methods and laboratory techniques. This program 
is certified by the Council for Virginia Archaeolo­
gists and is being used by several institutions in the 
state. A volunteer can be certified at threee levels of 
expertise in either laboratory techniques, field 
excavation, or survey methodology. Each level 
requires an increased commitment of time and 
study and is rewarded with a certificate of accomp­
lishment and increased responsibility in the area of 
that certification. One of our recent volunteers 
earned her level 1 certificate while volunteering at 
the Department of Transportation and has now 
begun working on level 2 of the laboratory tech­
niques section in our laboratory. We also encourage 
volunteers who have less time to contribute but are 
interested in archaeology and willing to work with 
collections. Often volunteers with specialized 
skills in other areas such as computers, photogra­
phy, or drawing find it very i:ewarding to arply 
these skills in an archaeological context. High­
school students and undergraduates will find 
volunteering in an archaeological lab a good way to 
explore future career choices. 

The Division's mandate to curate the archaeo­
logical collections of Virginia is. being met _by caring 
for and storing these collections, makmg them 
available to the public through exhibitions and to 
archaeologists and_ oth~rs fo_r study. How~~er, 
caring for the collections m their present condition 
is not enough. The field of collect.ions ma_nagem~nt 
and curation is constantly changmg and improvmg 
as new knowledge about artifacts and their preser­
vation needs is discovered. In addition, new tech­
nology continually adds to our ability to ca:r:e 
properly for these "non-renewa~le resources." ~his 
phrase is often used to ~escnbe archaeolog!cal 
sites but is equally applicable to ar~hae~logical 
artifacts. Future plans for the collections mclude; 
rehousing the older collections in archivally stable 
materials; creating a computeriz~d artifa<;t dat~­
base listing all artifacts by provemence which will 
be cross referenced to the site inventory database; 
conducting a conservation needs assessment; and 
establishing a schedule for monitoring conser:ved 
objects. By implementing these plans and contmu­
ing to improve our curation standards we can 
preserve the treasures of Virginia for future 
Virginians. 

Watch for future articles on "Virginia's Attic, 'er' 
Basement.'' 



Certified Historic Rehabilitations in Virginia 
October 1, 1987, through April 1, 1988 

Alexandria 
413-415 1h Prince Street (Part 3) $430,000 
Bedford 
124 S. Bridge Street (Part 3) $63,873 
Charlottesville 
1533 Virginia Avenue (Part 3) $180,000 
Danville 
704 Berryman Avenue (Part 3) $45,599 
Fairfax County 
Clifton Hotel, Clifton (Part 3) $504,332 
Franklin 
105 East Third Avenue (Part 2) $16,000 
Fredericksburg 
604 Caroline Street (Part 3) $60,000 
Lynchburg 
412 Cabell Street (Part 3) $88,350 

704 Berryman Avenue, Danville. House rehabbed for two 
apartments. 

Completed rehabilitation. 
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Newport News 
Hotel Warwick (Part 3) 
Petersburg 
314 Exchange (Part 3) 
526-528 Grove Avenue (Part 2) 
535-537-539 Grove Avenue (Part 2) 

Pulaski 
106 6th Street (Part 3) 
Richmond 
128 West Broad Street (Part 2) 
1309 E. Cary Street (Part 2) 
1311 E. Cary Street (Part 2) 
3407 Chamberlayne Avenue 
(Part 2) 
217-219 E. Clay Street (Part 3) 
711 W Clay Street (Part 2) 
211 N. 18th Street (Part 3) 
Linden Row, 110-112 E. 
Franklin Street (Part 3) 
818 W Franklin Street (Part 2) 
First National Bank, E. Main 
St. (Part 3) 
1701 E. Main Street (Part 2) 
1724 E. Main Street (Part 2) 
1726 E. Main Street 
(Part 2) 
1731 E. Main Street 
(Part 3) 
2507-2509 W Main Street (Part 3) 

15, 19, 23 N. 19th Street (Part 2) 
205 N. 19th Street (Part 2) 
10 South Robinson Street (Part 3) 

$1,753,424 

$98,000 
$15,000 

$15,000 
$ 188,000 

$17,000 

$70,000 
$750,000 
$750,000 

$30,000 
$40,000 
$40,000 

$160,000 

$1,800,000 
$200,000 

$13,402,192 
$150,000 
$60,000 

$65,000 

$186,000 

$120,000 
$1,900,000 

$300,000 
$35,000 

Sigma Pi Fraternity, 1533 Virginia Avenue, Charlottesville. 
The new addition is consistent with the National Park Service 
iuidelines. 
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Hill Building, 114-122 Virginia Avenue, Richmond, showing 
retention of warehouse atmosphere after insertion of office space 
on the first ffoor. 

Completed work in the Hill Building. 

First National Bank Building, refurbished stairwell in the main 
banking room. Credit: DKM Richmond Associates. 

16 South Robinson Street (Part 3) 

18 South Robinson Street (Part 3) 

20 South Robinson Street (Part 3) 

14 N. 30th Street (Part 3) 
3-5 S. 12th Street (Part 2) 
114-122 Virginia Street (Part 3) 

$32,500 

$31,500 

$33,000 
$92,260 

$450,000 
$1,336,022 

$22,032,974 

South Boston 
1400 Fenton Street (Part 3) 
437 Main Street (Part 2) 

$19,000 
$60,000 

$ 79,000 
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Banking Room of First National Bank Building. Credit: DKM 
Richmond Associates. 

First National Bank Building, 823 East Main Street, Rich­
mond. Close-up, terracotta ornament on south elevation. Credit: 
DKM Richmond Associates. 

Staunton 
505-505 N. Augusta Street (Part 2) 

519 W Frederick Street (Part 3) 
627 W Frederick Street (Part 3) 

Total 

$33,262 
$68,955 
$39,000 

$ 141,217 

$25,599,769 



Board Appointments 

Three New Members Appointed to 
Lrindmarks Board 

Governor Gerald Baliles has appointed Nicho­
las A. Pappas, AIA, of Williamsburg and David S. 
Cohn of Richmond to four-year terms on the Vir­
ginia Historic Landmarks Board. Mr. Pappas is the 
Foundation Architect for the Colonial Williams­
burg Foundation where his primary responsibilitry 
is the assurance of authenticity in the Historic Area 
of the Colonial Capital in terms of architectural 
design, construction, maintenance and landscap­
ing. Previous to assuming his duties at Colonial 
Williamsburg in 1982, Mr. Pappas was a partner in 
the firm of Yerkes, Pappas and Parker, Architects 
in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Cohn is a partner in the Richmond law 
firm of Browder, Russell, Morris and Butcher, PC. 
He has served as the Chairman of the Real Estate 
Committee of the Virginia Bar Association and as 
a member of the Board of governors of the Real 
Estate Section of the Virginia State Bar. He has 
taught in the law schools at the College of William 
and Mary and the University of Richmond and 
currently serves on the Board of the Science 
Museum of Virginia Foundation and is an Associ­
ate Trustee of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Jeffrey L. Hantman has been appointed by 
Governor Baliles to the Virginia Historic Land­
marks Board. Dr. Hantman, of the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of Virginia, is a 
member of the Governor's Commission to Study 
Historic Preservation. He will serve as one of the 
Board's archaeologists. 

Reappointed to the Landmarks Board was Dr. 
William Kelso, archaeologist for Jefferson's Poplar 
Forest, currently on leave from his work as archae­
ologist for Monticello. 

Danville Native Appointed to State 
Review Board 

Gary Grant, long active in preservation activi­
ties in Danville, has been appointed by H. Bryan 
Mitchell to a three-year term on the State Review 
Board of the Division of Historic Landmarks. The 
State Review Board is responsible for review of all 
nomination to the Virginia and National registers. 
Mr. Grant co-authored Victorian Danville in 1977, a 
publication about the architecture and history of 52 
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of that city's most significant landmarks. Cur­
rently he is chairman of Danville's Commission of 
Architectural Review and is self-employed as a 
researcher for several nationwide information­
gathering services. 

Bryan Mitchell has also appointed S. Allen 
Chambers to the State Review Board. Mr. 
Chambers, an architectural historian formerly 
with the Historic American Building Survey, 
presently serves as the president of the Preserva­
tion Alliance of Virginia. He is the author of Lynch­
burg: An Architectural History. 

Staff members John Salmon, Julie Vosmik, Beth Hoge, and 
David Edwards surveying in Urbanna, Middlesex County. 
Credit: Tom Chillemi, Southside Sentinel. 






