














































The 1790 Turner plantation house known as Woodlawn, enlarged and renovated several times since its construction in 
1790, is surrounded by 117 acres of farmland that is included in the preservation easement. 
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Locust Grove, a Culpeper County property dating from the 
18th century, is now protected by a preservation easement 
donated by Elizabeth Kirk-Hepworth. 

Collections 

W e are changing our name in this 
issue from "The Attic" to "Collec­
tions." The word "attic" recalls im­
ages of unused articles lying around 

dusty and in disarray. This is certainly not 
what the Department has or what the collec­
tions are about. The Department's collections 
are found in neat little boxes arranged in steel 
museum cases or safely packed in archivally 
stable containers conveniently arranged for easy 
retrieval. The collections are actively used for 
study, making comparisons and exhibit pur-
poses. 

To accommodate their various uses, the 
collections are currently housed in two separate 
facilities. Sections of the main Department 
office have been equipped to serve four primary 

Melba Myers, the Department's conservator for its archaeo­
logical collections, examines some artifacts that have re­
cently come into the laboratory. 
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functions: cleaning, conserving, cataloguing and 
study. A processing laboratory provides the 
washing area where recently excavated collec­
tions from the field are washed, dried and bagged 
in clean bags. Sharing the same space is the 
interim treatment lab where stabilization and 
conservation treatments are performed on frag­
ile or threatened objects. A small piece of cord 
was retrieved recently from a local site during 
excavation. The excavator, realizing that the 
preservation of any type of fabric or fiber is 
extremely rare, immediately delivered it to the 
Department's conservator. During treatment it 
was revealed that the individual fibers had 
been wrapped with silver and washed with gold. 
Use of the unusual item is now being researched. 

Also located with the Department's main 

Keith Egloff, the assistant curator for the Department, 
displays some of the items in the study collections that are 
used by scholars and other researchers. 



Keith Egloff retrieves a box of artifacts from the 3,529 boxes containing the Department's collections that are located in the 
Cary Street Curation Facility in Richmond's Shockoe Bottom. 

office are the prehistoric and historic study 
collection rooms. Cataloguing is conducted here 
with the study collections conveniently close at 
hand for comparative purposes when needed. 
These rooms are also used for the study and 
research of specific objects by Department staff 
and other researchers . When Colonial 
Williamsburg architects needed to examine 
18th-century hinges and locks for the restora­
tion of a building, they visited the Department's 
study collections. A research fellow from the 
Museum of Early Southern Decorative Art look­
ing for porcelains and Dutch ceramics as evi­
dence of Dutch trade in the early colonies, used 
the study collections. When a small museum in 
Southside Virginia was looking for prehistoric 
agricultural tools and remains of corn, its staff 
found them in the study collections. A contract 
firm starting work in a new area of the state 
sent its field crew to the study collections to look 
at examples of what they might find. Serious 
researchers use the Department's collections 
daily to unravel questions that cannot be an­
swered any place else. 

The complete collections from sites are 
housed at the Cary Street Curation Facility in 
Richmond's Shockoe Bottom area, where over 
3500 boxes containing approximately 1.2 mil­
lion objects are located. In this facility complete 
collections or specific items from several collec­
tions can be retrieved for substantive research 
on specific topics as well as for large museum 
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exhibits. New research on previously excavated 
materials is growing as more sophisticated ques­
tions about the past are asked, and new meth­
ods for analysis are discovered. Graduate stu­
dents frequently use the collections for special 
projects. The faunal remains from several late-
18th-century assemblages have been requested 
for an in-depth study of food consumption in the 
Chesapeake Bay area. In mounting a major 
exhibit on the historic Town ofY ork and on the 
shipwrecks from the Battle of Yorktown, ex­
hibit designers from the Yorktown Victory Cen­
ter searched carefully through the complete 
collections from those areas to find appropriate 
artifacts to tell their stories. 

At the present time, artifacts requested 
for study or exhibit from the Cary Street Facil­
ity must be brought to the study collection areas 
for use and examination; however, the Cary 
Street Curation Facility has the space and the 
potential to house a substantial research center 
in the future. As a growing number of people 
use these collections for research and educa­
tional purposes, the Department strives to meet. 
their needs with a complete curatorial facility 
that includes adequate work areas for research 
assistants and special projects, a complete con­
servation laboratory and sufficient exhibition 
space to display collections as part of educa­
tional programs for the public. 

Lysbeth B. Acuff 
Chief Curator 

Certified Historic Rehabilitations in Virginia 
October 1, 1990 -August 1, 1991 

Completed Rehabilitations 

Charlottesville 
418 Altamont Street $6,800 

Fredericksburg 
226-228 Charles Street $105,650 
230-232 Charles Street $101,031 
234-236 Charles Street $101,031 

Orange County 
Rocklands $227,873 

Petersburg 
534 Grove Avenue $345,000 
535-537-539 Grove Avenue $63,000 

Richmond 
18 W. Broad Street $340,000 
2210 W. Grace Street $74,000 
Stonewall Jackson School, 

1520 W. Main Street $1,111,670 
Carriage House, 

1628 Monument Avenue $78,000 
210 N. 29th Street $89,982 
214 N. 29th Street $90,440 

Staunton 
9 S. Augusta Street $74,322 
235 E. Beverley Street $57,760 
113-115 N. Jefferson Street $173,603 

Winchester 
101 S. Loudoun Street $76,151 

Total, 
completed rehabilitations:$3,116,315 
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The Stonewall Jackson School in Richmond suffered con­
siderable damage during a fire on April 24, 1990. 

The Stonewall Jackson School following rehabilitation. 

The Masonic Temple in Richmond's Broad Street Commer­
cial Historic District is undergoing rehabilitation. Televi­
sion station WRLH has announced plans to move its broad­
casting operations to the Masonic Temple. 



Proposed Rehabilitations 
(October 1990-August 1991) 

Fauquier County 
50 S. Third Street, Warrenton 

Hampton 
Old U.S. Post Office, 

132 E. Queen Street 

Norfolk 
323 Fairfax Avenue 

Petersburg 
122 N. Market Street 

Richmond 
Masonic Temple, 

101-107 W. Broad Street 
1708 E. Franklin Street 
1710 E. Franklin Street 
1710_ E. Franklin Street 
Cary School (West End School), 

2100 Idlewood Avenue 
Nathaniel Bacon School, 

$219,500 

$2,150,000 

$250,000 

$50,000 

$5,000,000 
$460,000 
$460,000 
$460,000 

$2,000,000 

815 N. 35th Street $2,000,000 
Bowler School (Springfield School), 

608 N. 26th Street $2,000,000 

Roanoke 
108-114 W. Campbell Avenue 
302 Washington Avenue, S.W. 

Staunton 
23 E. Beverley Street 
25-27 E. Beverley Street 
102 N. Jefferson Street 
110-112 W. Johnson Street 
11 7 S. Lewis Street 
Stonewall Jackson Hotel, 

24 S. Market Street 

Total, 
proposed rehabilitations 

$1,600,000 
$200,000 

not available 
not available 

$70,000 
$1,750,000 

$500,000 

$4,000,000 

$23,339,500 

The Stonewall Jackson Hotel, a prominent landmark on 
South Market Street in Staunton, is currently being reha­
bilitated for use as a downtown hotel. 

The West End School in Richmond is one of several elemen­
tary schools being rehabilitated for housing units for the 
elderly. 

Rehabilitation using the investment tax credits has brought a dramatic change to these row houses on North 29th Street 
in Richmond's Church Hill. In 1987, they looked like this ... by November of 1990, they are back in use. 
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