




























716 Holly Street and 117 South Laurel Street, Oregon Hill Historic District, City of Richmond. 

The Alexander Baker House, in the Winchester Historic District, 
was built in the late 19th-century Queen Anne style. 
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Interior of the Alexander Baker House shows the unusually fine 
woodwork and intricate inlay flooring. 

Schooley House, Waterford. 

designed the Gothic Revival mansion, Staunton 
Hill. Berry Hill was built in 1842-44 for James 
Coles Bruce, a successful tobacco planter and 
entrepreneur. The dwelling has been described 
as perhaps "unequaled in architectural magnifi­
cence" in the ante-bellum South. 

716Holly Street and 117 South Laurel Street, City 
of Richmond 
Donor: The Oregon Hill Home Improvement 
Council 
Land included: 2 city lots 
These two 19th-century worker residences are 
located in the Oregon Hill Historic District. The 
Oregon Hill Home Improvement Council has 
purchased them, renovated the dwellings and 
resold them to new owners who will live in the 
houses. The two houses are simple, two-story 
structures with decorative elements typical of 
modest housing of the era. 716 Holly Street was 
built in 1887; 117 South Laurel Street, a two-story 
double house, appears to have been constructed 
shortly before the Civil War. 

Alexander Baker House, Winchester 
Donors: Hal and Betty Demuth 
Land included: One city lot 
The Alexander Baker House is a late 19th-cen­
tury Queen Anne residence in the Winchester 
Historic District. The dwelling features excep-

tional brick work and an imposing circular tower 
with two large wraparound porches. The interior 
of the house is highlighted by unusually fine 
woodwork and intricately decorated inlay 
flooring. 

Schooley House, Waterford, Loudoun County 
Donors: George E. and Ruth S. Bentley 
Land included: town lot 
An earlier easement on this property protected 
the land on which the Schooley House stands. 
The current easement will protect the house it­
self. The two-story section of this rambling, three­
part Federal house was built ca. 1815. The one­
and-one-half-story section was added shortly there­
after. It serves as an important visual element in 
the streetscape of the National Historic Land­
mark Quaker village of Waterford. 
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The State Survey: Key to a Successful 
Preservation Program for Virginia 

F iles on more than 25,000 archaeological 
and 80,000 architectural properties across 
the state fill the archives of the Depart­

ment of Historic Resources. This may seem an 
impr_essive number, but it represents only a small 
fract10n of the Commonwealth's rich and abun­
dant historic r:esources spanning some 12,000 
years. Increasmg the number of recorded prop­
erties is a high priority for the Department. Be­
cause many preservation programs and efforts 
rely on the ability to determine the relative impor­
tance of a given property, survey is properly 
viewed as the foundation of the Department's 
preservation efforts. 

The process ofidentifying and collecting facts 
on historic properties is referred to as "survey." A 
survey of a property typically consists of photo­
graphs, a physical examination and description 
and a brief history. The archives file that results 
from this assemblage of material is a valuable 
s?urce of information for state and federal agen­
cies, local governments and private individuals. 
Information is collected on a wide range of prop­
erty types -archaeological sites, all kinds of 
buildings, structures such as bridges, cemeteries 
and battlefields, and objects such as signs and 
monuments. 

The Department's ultimate survey goal is to 
create a comprehensive and complete inventory 

"The summer kitchen/slave quarters at Wheat/ands was a 
co!l~ributing factor in the pr~perty being identified as potentially 
elzgible for the _state ~nd national registers," said Kris C. Tierney, 
Deputy Planning Director for Frederick County. "Our three­
phase s_urvey documen_te~ nearly ?,00()_ properties throughout 
Frederick County. This znformatzon will be an invaluable tool in 
the county's ongoing preservation efforts." 
:-~\) ,/ .,:__ J, ; 
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Tom S~earin, of the P,?whatan Historical Society, said of the 
county s survey work, The survey acts as a 'springboard' for 
shaping !ocal publjc po~icy for the future. It allows for 
a~ternatzves. to be intelli~ently reviewed in such matters as local 
h~stor:>: curriculum, zoning, tourism, rural landscapes and 
histori~ management planning." Buildings such as the St. 
Franci~ De Sales School and Chapel (above), devoted to the 
educat!on of blf!,ck and Indian young women, will figure into the 
county s planning. 

of the State's historic resources. The more thor­
ough and inclusive the inventory, the better able 
the Department and others are to determine which 
propertie~ are most significant and worthy of 
preservat10n. 
. Survey projects can be large or smali, inten­

sive or reconnaissance. A "reconnaissance" level 
survey is one where the surveyor is more selec­
tive about the properties photographed and re­
corded. Every antebellum property is covered· 
stru~tures since 1865 that are good examples of~ 
particular style or method of construction are 
included. However, unlike a comprehensive sur­
vey, the reconnaissance effort does not record 
every single building erected before 1940. Sur­
veys can be conducted by professionals or inter­
ested volunteers trained by the Department. Some 
can be completed in days; others require years. 
Usually surveys are organized by geographic 
area - a neighborhood or a county - or by 
theme, as in the 1987-1989 survey of state-owned 
buildings. (See Notes on Virginia, Spring, 1990). 
Large survey efforts include a detailed written 
report that. compares the properties, makes rec­
ommendat10ns regarding their significance and 
treatment and relates them to the Department's 

· 17th Street, between Atlantic and Pacific, in Virginia Beach: Two buildings of the Roland Court Office/Theatre Complex were built in 1926 
by the Laskin family during one of the most active years of building construction in the resort area. · 

18 historical themes. The reports are an essential 
reference for anyone seriously interested in learn­
ing about the historic resources of an area. Fre­
quently, interest generated by surveys will en­
courage land owners to seek formal historic des­
ignation of their properties as was the case for the 
Shelly Archaeological District in Gloucester 
County. (See Notes on Virginia, Spring, 1990). 
The goal is for the majority of local governments 
to have survey reports of local or regional scope 
at their disposal for use when making land-use 
decisions. 

Between 1990 and 1992, the Department 
awarded grant funds to local governments inter­
ested in conducting surveys. Grants awarded to 
14 local jurisdictions generated the addition of 
5,875 properties to the inventory. Hanover County 
conducted a county-wide survey over a two-year 
period that identified 850 architectural resources. 
Somewhat smaller in scale, the Town ofWytheville 
is completing a neighborhood survey of 250 build­
ings in an area that may be a historic district. 
Stafford County recently completed an assess­
ment of existing archaeological data. While not 
involving actual fieldwork, the appraisal will allow 
Stafford to document just what is already known 
archaeologically and to decide where future sur­
veys are most needed. Frederick County has 
taken the next step by surveying more than 8,000 
acres and identifying 400 archaeological sites. 
Spanning more than 5,000 years, these lower 
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Valley sites range from prehistoric Native Ameri­
can camps to ruins of 18th-century stone struc­
tures built by Europeans to Civil War battlefields 
and encampments. 

The Department continues to seek local gov­
ernments interested in sharing the cost of survey 
and planning projects with the Department. Each 
spring the Department asks for proposals from 
local governments for possible projects. The 
criteria for selection include, among other things, 
the proposal's compatibilitywith the Department's 
survey priorities, the significance and urgency of 
the project and the design of the project. For 
these shared-cost projects, the Department now 
takes direct responsibility for project manage­
ment. Theresultsofthesurveyareabenefittothe 
locality and the state. 

The Certified Local Government (CLG) pro­
gram is another avenue for local governments to 
conduct survey projects. Currently, 10 jurisdic­
tions have qualified for designation as a CLG. 
(See Notes on Virginia, Fall, 1991) They compete 
each year for a portion of the agency's federal 
preservation appropriation. CLGs are encour­
aged to pursue survey projects since they are the 
logical first step in a sound preservation program. 

Survey activity also grows out of the environ­
mental review process. Whenever a federal project 
or "undertaking" is contemplated, the Depart­
ment is given the opportunity to comment on how 
the project might affect historic resources. A 



Belmead Barn, Powhatan County, was recently surveyed as a 
contributing resource to the Belmead estate. 

"The survey 'rediscovered' for us commercial and residential 
architectural styles and historical themes that had been taken for 
granted. It focuses on the legacy of the City a/Virginia Beach 
and the former Princess Anne County that is too often over­
shadowed by the construction of the 1970s and '80s building 
boom ... ," said Robert Davis, City Planner. The Cooke House 
stands as one of the excellent examples of early 20th-century 
oceanfront cottages identified in the survey. 

critical first step of such a review is oftentimes a 
survey that identifies resources within the pro­
posed project area. Each year thousands of prop­
erties are surveyed as part of the review process. 
The survey work is conducted by agencies, local 
governments or individuals complying with fed­
eral and/ or state regulations that mandate his­
toric properties be taken into account as part of 
the planning process leading to the development 
of a project. 

The Department's inventory is supplemented 
by surveys conducted by staff members and vol­
unteers. Because the staff is limited and devotes 
time to reviewing and assisting in surveys by 
others, staff surveys are likely to be small in scale 
and involve specific threatened properties, such 
as the Mount Ida Farm Complex in Buckingham 
County, Pejchal Hall Farm in Hanover County 
and The Goodman Block in the Town of 
Pocahontas. Each year, an impressive amount of 
survey work is accomplished by determined vol­
unteers, who, armed with training from the De­
partment, survey their own communities or neigh­
borhoods. The West of the Boulevard Associa­
tion in Richmond is one group that recently com­
pleted such a study. 
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As a result of its survey, the City of Virginia Beach is much more 
aware of its significant historic resources, such as the First Tele­
phone Building on 22nd Street. 

A critical initiative of the Department is the 
development and use of Integrated Preservation 
Software (IPS). This computer database pro­
gram allows the automation of information gath­
ered through survey and provides the means to 
exchange data between governmental units. A 
local government that undertakes a survey can 
then share the database with the Department and 
other state and Federal agencies. IPS is designed 
so that files can be quickly updated, expanded 
and exchanged. The Department is currently 
using IPS for architectural inventory, and plans 
call for its use with archaeological files in the near 
future. 

The Department's archives are expanding 
steadily through the combined efforts of locally 
sponsored, Department initiated and volunteer 
survey projects. The value of this information 
resource to individuals and agencies concerned 
with the historic properties in their communities 
grows each year. Knowledge of what the re­
sources are, where they are located and why they 
are important is the key to effective community 
planning for the future. 

Julie L. Vosmik 

Certified Historic Rehabilitations in Virginia 
August 1, 1991-July 1, 1992 

Renovation was completed on two massive former warehouses in Richmond's Tobacco Row apartment project: The Cameron Building, 
2400 E. Cary Street, (left) and the Kinney Building, 2500 E. Cary Street (right). 

Completed Rehabilitations 
Alexandria 
Col. Robert Townshend Hooe House, 

200 Prince Street 

Amherst County 
Athlone Farm, Route 4 
$110,000 

Charlottesville 
Gilmore Furniture Building, 

320 E. Main Street (Phase 2) 

Culpeper 
306 N. West Street 

Louisa County 
Medloch, 

Route 3, Trevillians 

Petersburg 
122 N. Market Street 
229 N. Sycamore Street 

Portsmouth 
The Catholic Club, 

450 Court Street 

Richmond 
316 W. Broad Street 
Highland Park School, 

1221 E. Brookland Park 
Boulevard 

$125,000 

$147,022 

$80,000 

$21,531 

$175,000 
$51,892 

$402,062 

$230,000 

$3,367,339 
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1417-1423 E. Cary Street 
Cameron Building, 

2400 E. Cary Street 
Kinney Building, 

2500 E. Cary Street 
2411 E. Grace Street 
2605 E. Grace Street 
624 Holly Street 
1711 E. Main Street 
Market Building, 

23-25-27 Seventeenth Street 
Old Sam's Restaurant Building, 

29 Seventeenth Street 

Roanoke 
608 Thirteenth Street, S.W. 

Staunton 
6 N. Washington Street 

Total, completed 
rehabilitations: 

$2,300,000 

$8,833,127 

$8,080,383 
$50,000 
$80,000 
$25,000 

$271,586 

$298,807 

$448,21 

$91,200 

$58,945 

$25,747,106 



Proposed Rehabilitations 

Lexington 
Old Schewel's Warehouse, 

25 Randolph Street 

Mecklenburg County 
Chase City High School, 

$150,000 

132 Endly Street, Chase City $1,600,000 

Norfolk 
130 Granby Street 

Petersburg 
704-706 High Street 

Richmond 
303 Brook Road 
107 W. Clay Street 
109 W. Clay Street 

Rockbridge County 
Kennedy-Wade Mill 

$300,000 

$70,000 

$18,000 
$90,000 

$198,800 

(Wade's Mill), Route 1, Raphine $90,000 

Spotsylvania County 
Prospect Hill, 
Route 612 

Staunton 
1008 W. Beverley Street 
The Virginia Building, 

21-29 N. Central Avenue 
15 S. Coalter Street 
Erskine Building, 

1-3 Middlebrook Avenue 
17 N. Washington Street 

Total, proposed 
rehabilitations: 

$260,000 

$20,000 

$370,000 
$65,000 

$800,000 
$25,000 

$4,056,800 
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Chase City High School in Mecklenburg County (above) has 
undergone renovation into affordable housing units (below) . 
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