






























Wytheville Historic District, Wythe County 

the Carroll family until the 1950s. The Weisiger­
Carroll House served as a hospital for wounded 
Confederate soldiers during the Civil War. Adjacent 
to the property is a cemetery where more than 100 
Confederate soldiers are buried. (See photograph 
page 32.) 

The West of Boulevard Historic District encom­
passes 69 blocks of a West End commercial and res­
idential neighborhood in Richmond. Originally 
located on large tracts of farm land in western 
Henrico County, the district developed rapidly from 
1895 to 1943 during a period of intense economic 
growth. The district presents an outstanding collec­
tion of early-20th-century architecture, with styles 
ranging from the Queen Anne, Romanesque Revival, 
Colonial Revival and Classical Revival to the 
Craftsman, Mediterranean, Tudor Revival and Art 
Deco. The majority of buildings date from 1910 to 
1930, when real estate corporations and building 
firms began purchasing blocks of land and con­
structing buildings of various styles and forms. 
Local firms such as Muhleman and Kayhoe and 
Davis Brothers, Inc., built many of the district's 
brick row houses, detached townhouses, apartment 
complexes and commercial buildings. Several 
churches highlight the historic district. Boston 
architects McGuinness and Walsh · designed Saint 
Gertrude's Convent in the Spanish Colonial style. 
Built in 1913, the stuccoed-brick building features 
stepped and curved parapets, a domed tower and an 
interior replicating the crypt at Monte Cassino. 
Father Michael Mcinerney of the Benedictine 
Monastery in Belmont, North Carolina, designed 
the Benedictine church and school complex 
between 1911 and 1929. Saint Benedict Church is a 
Romanesque Revival-style, nave-plan church featur­
ing round-arched, stained-glass windows by Leo 
Pitassi and carvings by sculptor Frank Avetz. 
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Benedictine High School is a three-story, brick, pan­
tile-roofed building with a projecting four-stage bell 
tower. Two other district schools were designed by 
Richmond public school architect Charles M. 
Robinson. Original cast-iron street posts and letter 
boxes can still be found throughout the district. 

The Wytheville Historic District is located at the 
historic center of Wytheville, the seat of government 
for Wythe County. The 170-acre district has served 
as the commercial, civil, educational and residential 
heart of the town since the late 18th century. 
Historic commercial buildings, dating from the 
1790s to the 1940s line each side of Main Street, the 
town's principal corridor. The buildings include the 
Edith Bolling Wilson Birthplace, a large commercial 
block and a landmark of national significance for its 
association with the first lady. During the 19th cen­
tury, Wytheville was celebrated for its moderate 
summer climate, attracting visitors from the deep 
South and adding a resort component to the local 
economy. Many of the residences doubled as sum­
mer boarding houses. Incorporated as a town in 
1839, Wytheville is also the location of several impor­
tant government buildings including the 1902 Wythe 
County Courthouse and the late 1920s municipal 
building. A concentration of log buildings on East 
Main Street preserves the density, scale and detail­
ing that characterized the downtown in the early 
19th century. Prosperity during the third quarter of 
the 19th century enabled the town's merchants and 
attorneys to build substantial brick dwellings with 
Greek Revival, Italianate and Gothic Revival styling. 
The district also features unusual dwellings such as 
the ca. 1870 octagonal Bowyer-Gleaves House and 
the 1909 Nusky Lodge, a rambling Craftsman-style 
residence. 

Historic Resources Board receives 
easements on 13 historic properties 

S ince the last issue of Notes in the fall of 1993, 
the Board of Historic Resources has grate­
fully received the donation of easements on 
thirteen historic properties. The new ease­

ment properties range from an archaeological site in 
James City County to an early 19th-century vernac­
ular dwelling in south Richmond. 

Property: Barnes House, Falmouth, Stafford County 
Donor: Geoffrey R. Nesbitt 
The Barnes House is a late eighteenth-century 
frame gambrel-roof house in the Falmouth Historic 
District. Long in a state of disrepair, the house is to 
undergo restoration. 

Property: Blenheim. Campbell County 
Donors: Douglas A and Sandra W. Crowther 
Blenheim is an excellently preserved Federal plan­
tation house in an unspoiled rural setting. Built ca. 
1828 for William Jones, Blenheim's interior displays 
elaborate provincial woodwork including a notewor­
thy ornamented stair. 

Property: Cherry Walk, Essex County 
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Walter Speed Rowland 
Carter Croxton built Cherry Walk ca. 1795. The 
medium-sized dwelling has a distinctive gambrel 
roof. Particularly noteworthy is the fine collection of 
domestic outbuildings, .including two dairies, a 
smokehouse, kitchen and privy. 

Cherry Walk, Essex County 

Barnes House, Falmouth, Stafford County 

Blenheim, Campbell County 
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Greenwood, Orange County 

Greenfield, Charlotte County 
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Property: Greenfield, Charlotte County 
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Read Charlton 
Greenfield was the plantation of Isaac Read, ances­
tor of the present owners, and member of the 
Virginia convention of 177 4 and 1775. The plain but 
formal dwelling he erected ca. 1771 is the oldest two­
story frame house in Charlotte County. 

Property: Greenwood, Orange County 
Donors: William H. and Janet F. Collier 
Built in the 1820s for the Macon family, Greenwood 
is located in the scenic Piedmont countryside near 
Montpelier. The house is an early regional example 
of the I-house form. On the grounds are several 
early outbuildings. 

Property; Morven, Cumberland County 
Donors: George J. Whitlock 
Built in 1829, Morven is a refined expression of 
Classical Revival details grafted on a traditional 
Virginia house form. The house is noted for its care­
fully executed brickwork. 

Property: Mount Fair, Albemarle County 
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Lee Sheridan 
Mount Fair is a little-altered Greek Revival mansion 
erected for William T. Brown, a prosperous 
landowner, in 1850. This house is set in a com­
manding position with scenic view of the historic 
Brown's Cove area. This easement is held by the 
Farmers Home Administration. The Board of 
Historic Resources administers the easement 
through a perpetual enforcement agreement with 
F.H.A. 

Morven, Cumberland County 

Property: Oak Grove, Northampton County 
Donor: Helen T. Johnston 
Overlooking the Chesapeake Bay, Oak Grove is a 
rambling frame dwelling built in three stages. Its 
core is mid-18th century; the nearly matching wings 
were added in 1811 and 1840. A garden designed by 
Charles Gillette was laid out in 1942. 

Property: Oakley Hill, Hanover County 
Grantor: Elizabeth B. Gayle 
Oakley Hill was built in the 1840s for the Sydnor fam­
ily. It is representative of the simple wood-frame 
dwellings that served the many small antebellum 
plantations around Richmond. A rare two-cell ser­
vants' house survives on the grounds. 

Property: Paspahegh Settlement Site, James City 
County 

Oak Grove, Northampton County 
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Mount Fair, Albemarle County 

Grantor: Governor's Land Foundation 
This easement protects a portion of a site that holds 
archaeological deposits of human occupation from 
9055 B.C. through the early 20th century. The 
deposits, currently protected within a golf course, 
have the potential to provide important information 
about the cultural development of Native American s 
of the Virginia Coastal Plain over a period of several 
thousand years. 

Property: Pilgrim's Rest, Prince William County 
Donors: Dr. and Mrs. Rodney J. Klima 
Pilgrim's Rest is a stately side-hall-plan farmhouse 
noted for its massive exterior end chimney struc­
ture, a regional architectural feature. It was built in 
1790 for Henry Dade Hooe and his bride, Jane 
Fitzhugh. The parlor preserves original paneled 
wainscoting. 

Pilgrim's Rest, Prince William County 



Waverley Hill, Staunton 

Weisiger-Carroll house, Richmond 
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Property: Waverley Hill, Staunton 
Donors: Dr. and Mrs. Herbert McKelden Smith, Jr. 
Brilliantly sited, this elegant Georgian Revival man­
sion built in 1920, was designed by William 
Lawrence Bottomley for Herbert McKelden Smith. 
The five-part house was inspired by the design of 
James River plantations like Westover. Its gardens 
were designed by Arthur A Schurcliff. 

Property: Weisiger-Carroll House, City of Richmond 
Donors: Henry L. Nelson and Robert Nelson 
One of the few remaining early 19th-century houses 
of the former town of Manchester, the Weisiger­
Carroll house was built ca. 1816 for Kendall 
Weisiger. The vernacular dwelling served as a 
Confederate hospital and later was occupied by 
Union troops. 






