

















































































































Thoroughgood House, Virginia Beach
Date of Easement: November 16, 2005
Donor: City of Virginia Beach

Land included: 4.29 acres

The Thoroughgood house is one of the nation’s
most noted examples of early colonial architec-

e : - ture. Long thought
to have been built
in the 17th centu-
ry, recent den-
drochronology
testing has indicat-
ed an early 18th-
century construc-
tion date. The
property is exhibit-
ed as a museum of
the area’s early
gentry lifestyle.

Thoroughgood House
The easement donation is a condition of a Save
America’s Treasures grant.

Tuckahoe, Goochland County
(additional acreage)

Date of Easement: June 8, 2006

Donor: Tuckahoe Plantation Owners LLC
Land included: 35.4 acres

The first easement on this National Historic
Landmark was donated in 1986 and included the
plantation house and outbuildings with 240 acres
of land. Additional acreage was placed under
easement in 2004. This latest easement protects
the cedar lane and adjacent fields extending north
from the house to the plantation’s River Road
entrance. Tuckahoe was originally the home of the
Randolph family. It also was a childhood home of
Thomas Jefferson.

Wilton, Middlesex County

Date of Easement: October 11, 2005

Donor: Association for the Preservation of
Virginia Antiquities

Land included: 25.7 acres

Dating from the 1760s, Wilton survives as one of

Virginia’s most refined and least altered high-style

colonial plantation houses. Built for William

Churchill, the county clerk, the house has never

been modernized. The parlor paneling with its

Doric pilasters flanking the chimneypiece is

exceptional. The property was purchased by the

APVA with Historic Preservation Foundation

funds and is being offered for sale.
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47 New Historical Markers
for Virginia’s Roadways

he year 2007 marks the 80th anniversary of Virginia’s historical highway marker program. Since

the first markers were erected in 1927 along U.S. 1, more than 2,100 markers have been placed

along the Commonwealth’s roadways. Today the highway marker program is more popular than
ever, even as the cost of manufacturing a marker must be paid by its sponsor (a requirement since 1976
when the General Assembly stopped allocating funds for markers). Each year the Department of Historic
Resources receives upwards of a hundred applications from private organizations, individuals, historical
societies, or local government officials requesting the creation of new highway markers. Not all these
requests are approved by the department’s Board of Historic Resources, since each state marker must, at
the very least, feature an event, person, or place that has regional or statewide historical significance.

Between July 1, 2005 and June 30, 2006 (the state’s fiscal year), a total of 47 new markers were

approved by the Board of Historic Resources. Of this number, 19 resulted from the department’s ongoing
efforts to recognize the full diversity of Virginia’s rich historic legacy (an initiative that extends as well to
the state and national register program) by developing markers that focus on the history of Virginia’s
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At the marker unveiling ceremony for “Headquarters of Opechancanough” (L to R): Chief of the Pamunkey Bill Miles
and assistant chief of the Pamunkey Warren Cook, Chief of the Mattaponi Carl Custalow, Chief of the Upper
Mattaponi Kenneth Adams, Chief of the Chickahominy Stephen Adkins, and Frank Adams, a member of the King
William County Board of Supervisors and assistant chief of the Upper Mattaponi. Located along U.S. 360 near the
intersection of Rte. 618 in King William County, the marker reads:

Near here stood the town of Menmend, home of the paramount chief Opechancanough. During Powhatan’s reign,
Opechancanough was a king of the Pamunkey and a war chief of the Powhatans. He became paramount chief about
1629 when his brother Opitchipam died. Opechancanough organized the attacks of 1622 and 1644 against the
English in an attempt to punish them for encroaching on Indian land. He was nearly 100 years old when he was
captured after the conflict of 1644. Imprisoned at Jamestown, he was killed when a prison guard shot him in the
back. The site of Opechancanough’s home on the Pamunkey River has long been called The Island. (Photo: Katy
Lloyd / King William County)
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minorities and women. With this goal in mind, the Department of Historic Resources, the Virginia
Historical Society, members of the Virginia Indian community, and black leaders and scholars are
partnering with other historians and scholars to research and write new highway markers about African
American and Virginia Indian history. Many of these new signs, shown in the list that follows, are funded
jointly by this department and VHS. The diversity initiative will extend as well to other ethnic and
religious groups important to Virginia history such as the Scots-Irish and Germans who settled the
Shenandoah Valley.

In recognition of the 80th anniversary of the marker program, in early 2007 an updated and revised
(third) edition of A Guidebook to Virginia’s Historical Markers was released by the University of Virginia
Press, which published the book in association with the Department of Historic Resources. Selling for
$19.95, the book is a wonderful and handy resource for Virginia residents and visitors when traveling the
Commonwealth’s roadways; it is engaging reading for armchair travelers as well. Currently the department
is enhancing its website so that people will be able to search the entire collection of state markers by key-
words and categories and see the markers displayed on a roadmap, along with other information associated
with a marker’s particular topic. Together the new guidebook and website will offer Virginians and visi-
tors an ideal complement of resources for exploring and learning more about the Commonwealth’s history.

For information on how to sponsor a new marker or for details about the program, please visit the
department’s website at www.dhr.virginia.gov or contact Francine Archer at the Department of Historic
Resources, 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia, 23221; or by phone at (804) 367-2323, ext. 120,
or by e-mail at Francine.Archer@dhr.virginia.gov.

New Markers

Sponsored by private organizations, individuals, and localities:

Albemarle County Covesville Apple Industry ............. ..., GA-44
Augusta County Augusta County Training School ....................... W-231
Fauquier County Brentmoor: The Spillman-Mosby House ................. C-92
Hampton Deaf and Blind School
Henrico County Defenses of Richmond ............... ... ... ...ovu... PA-139
First Battle of Deep Bottom . .......................... PA-164
Isle of Wight County BOTEHTBET 5 5.5 5 00 i s o 5 sk s 6 s e 6 30 5 9 o K-327
OB 55 00w m 05 08 50 6 5% 55 50 68 §0E559HES 5§50 ¥ 5 54508 w6 s U-121
King George County Baolels INESE wvremernennes cos s40s 5007 55 €5 $6 06 00566 J-103
Lancaster County Kilmarnock ...... ... i J-104
Lancaster Courthouse .......... .. ..., J-105
Lexington JORTLCHATIS & 506 75 55 5505 5055 5 5 5 6108 30 55600550 mn 550 s 6 350808 5 830 5 1-24
Loudoun County Loudoun Branch, Manassas Gap Railroad ................ T-53
Lynchburg Old City Cemetery . .........uuuueiueunenennennennans Q-6-25
Mecklenburg County Buffalo Springs .. ...t UL-7
Montgomery County Virginia Tech Airport ..., I-23
Newport News Aviation Field Yorktown . ............................. W-232
BHAVIEW 550 5555 00 0 am o 4050 68 508805 & 0805 w608 55506 5660 W-230
Richmond (city) Egyptian Building .. ........ ... ..o, SA-72
John Mitchell, Jr., “Fighting Editor” .................... SA-73
Washington County Col. Arthur Campbell ............ ... ... K-328
John Campbell ........ ..., K-61
Gieeh Cove STAON w5555 s s is s wnssmnsams s sanssas s vae s K-62
Westmoreland County Charles B. Smith: 99th Fighter Squadron (Tuskegee Airmen) . JT-21
Williamsburg Indian School at the College of William and Mary ......... W-229
Winchester Fort Loudoun ............. .00t Q-4-k
Wythe County Edith Bolling Wilson .............ccciiiiiiinuninann.. K-326
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New Diversity Markers

Sponsored by DHR and VHS or by independent sponsors:

African American

Alexandria Franklin and Armfield Slave Office (1315 Duke Street). . . . .. E-131
Falls Church THAEE HIIlL & o wws s pmwsswn swse spms o sy o w s vuom s vmas pan C-91
Martinsville Fayette Street . .........couiiuiinniiniiniiinnnn A-107
New Kent County Green v. County School Board of New Kent County . . ...... WO-38
Petersburg COtHNE S (COTNEE 5 : caninns sawisrsitas ioSsiBY s FH5 TaNE§ QA-26
Richmond (city) JACKSOI WAE. s wimm s mesr smm vams 3o 5w soyme o655 %08 SA-74
Winchester John Kirby, Jazz Musician ................... ..., Q-4-j
Wythe County Wytheville Training School ............. ... .. ... ...... K-325
Virginia Indian
Albemarle County Monacan Indian Village ........... ... .. .. .. .. ... G-29
Charles City County Paspahegh Indians ............ ... ..., V-50
Fredericksburg Amoroleck Encounters John Smith ..................... N-38
Henrico County PORHATAN, @2 5005 2 05 3565 005 80605 €. ism o mis mtr 16 wsss a8 o5imss oo V-49
King William County COEKACOERKE: v a5 rnms 965 s0ms s@ms 166 s@18 Sa6S S@EE I oAb 0C-39
Headquarters of Opechancanough ...................... 0C-30
ULAUSACK & owvos smpnom o b o6 0055 5568 05 TR T 5 305 0E 59 4 0C-31
Richmond County Rappahannock Indians ............... ... ....covo.... JT-10
Richmond (city) Battleof Bloody Run ............ ... ... ... it SA-71
Richmond (city) Black Hawk (1767-1838) . ...t SA-75
Stafford County Creek Delegation in Fredericksburg ..................... J-102

New Replacement Markers

Sponsored by various organizations, individuals, or federal Transportation Enhancement

Grant funds:

Albemarle County
Clarke County
Lunenburg County

Prince Edward County

Prince George County

Albemarle County/Louisa County ...................... Z-151
CarfeVHall ; u0rines i90s c05:0065 385 3R6F FUNE RBELRGE S T-1
Lunenburg County/Nottoway County ................... Z-45
Campaigh of 1781 o sssmmasmws s mman s nsswsns mevss F-72
EListory OF WOLSHANL. o s wms s s s o mos e e o s s g F-65
Flowerdew Hundred ................ .. . oo, K-214
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The Historic Rehabilitation
Tax Credit Program

mong the best tools for encouraging preservation of historic properties are the federal and state
Arehabilitation tax credit programs, which remain among the most popular and successful

programs administered by the Department of Historic Resources. Tellingly, in March of 2007
(as this publication was going to press), the National Park Service ranked Virginia second in the nation
among states for federal tax-credit rehabilitation projects proposed and completed between October 1,
2005 and September, 30, 2006 (the federal fiscal year or FFY(06). That was the second consecutive FFY
that Virginia achieved a second-place ranking. Specifically, during FFY06 the Department of Historic
Resources certified completion of 109 federal projects in Virginia (all of which also applied the state tax
credit), with total expenses of $172,063,748, which represented $44 million more than in FFY05.

For many years now Virginia has consistently ranked in the top five states for proposed and complet-
ed federal tax-credit rehab projects. Although the NPS figures exclude state tax credits for rehabilitations,
the state program, which is the result of legislation passed by the General Assembly in 1997, clearly
drives and boosts the federal program. The main difference between the two incentives is that federal tax
credits can only be applied on income-producing properties. For the state program, in addition to
income-producing property, non-commercial property—such as a residence—that is individually listed on
the state register or that is certified as contributing to a historic district on the register is eligible for a
state tax credit.

The federal and state tax credits are available for most of the work undertaken within a historic
building, as well as certain “soft costs” including architects’ and consultants’ fees. The federal tax credit
is 20 percent of qualified expenditures; the state tax credit, 25 percent. Thus, when state and federal
credits are combined for approved projects, the total tax credit allowed on eligible expenses is 45 percent.
Completed projects must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (or simply the
Standards, for shorthand). This department’s tax-credit staff works diligently with property owners or
their representatives in reviewing and providing advice on proposed projects to ensure that each one
complies with the Standards.

Historic rehabilitations benefit communities in many ways. For instance, dollar for dollar, historic
rehabilitation is one of the highest job-generating economic development options available, according to
The Economics of Historic Preservation by Donovan D. Rypkema. Typically, between 60 and 70 percent
of the total cost for a rehab project goes toward labor, as compared to the 50 percent rule of thumb for
new construction. Typically, a rehab project puts more money back into a local economy than new con-
struction does because rehabilitation contractors seek regional materials, suppliers, and skilled workers.

Moreover, recycling historic buildings also means reusing existing infrastructure and helps to lessen
traffic congestion:

More than 40 percent of residents in older historic neighborhoods are within five miles of work.
Less than one resident in four in new housing is that close to their place of employment. More than
two-thirds of older and historic neighborhoods have an elementary school within one mile. Less
than 40 percent of new construction does. More than 60% of houses in older and historic neighbor-
hoods have shopping within one mile. Barely 40 percent of new houses do. Public transportation is
available to residents in nearly 60 percent of older and historic neighborhoods. Three-quarters of
new housing has no public transportation available nearby. (From “Historic Preservation and
Affordable Housing: The Missed Connection” Forum Journal, Spring 2003, Vol. 17, No. 3.)

Aside from these benefits, there is the spirit of renewal one feels in reviving historic districts as
people reclaim something of Virginia’s heritage, character, and sense of place.

For more information on pursuing a tax-credit rehabilitation project, contact Chris Novelli at the
Department of Historic Resources at (804) 367-2323, ext. 100, or at Chris.Novelli@dhr.virginia.gov.

78 Notes on Virginia 2006

It takes vision to see possibilities in a
familiar landscape. When South Boston’s
Community Arts Center Foundation (CACF)
sought to expand their all-volunteer arts group
in the mid-1990s, their eyes rested on a famil-
iar landmark in downtown—the R. J. Reynolds
Tobacco Prizery; the place where Reynolds’
employees once “prized” tobacco by pressing
layers of leaf into hogshead barrels often
weighing up to 1,000 pounds.

Long since abandoned by Reynolds, the
large building could easily house the many uses
envisioned for a vital community arts center. In
1996, The Prizery was generously donated to
the arts foundation and it began seeking the
multiple funds—grants and private donations;
town and county support—to bring the arts
center to life.

The result is a demonstration of the power of
preservation and tax-credit rehabilitation to
renew the economic and cultural vitality of a his-
toric community. “It was tax credits that stimu-
lated the whole process,” says Chris Jones of
CACE “The tax credits were the key to our proj-
ect financing. We couldn’t have raised the
money—$2 million—without the tax credits.”

Total rehab costs:

Va. tax credits:

Fed. tax credits:

The Prizery, South Boston (Halifax County)

Since opening in September 2006, the Arts
Center has welcomed Halifax County students
to classrooms for art, music, theater, and dance
courses not offered in the schools; offered resi-
dents a gallery for traveling art exhibitions;
opened a theater for big name entertainment
and productions staged by the local drama
group; and provided tourists a visitors center
with a permanent exhibition about the region’s
tobacco and Revolutionary War heritage.

Having once served as a building for priz-
ing tobacco, today it is the building itself that is
prized. In January 2007, the APVA
(Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities) recognized “The Prizery” at the
2007 Virginia Preservation Awards with a
Historic Preservation Award, honoring the
CACEF for its vision in pursuing the project. In
addition, the architectural firm of Hanbury,
Evans Wright Vlattas + Company received a
“Best of the South Honorable Mention Award”
from the Southeastern Chapter of the Society
of Architectural Historians for the firm’s open
plan that facilitated adaptive reuse of the build-
ing as an arts space.

$8,114,036
$2,028,509
$1,622,807
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Virginia’s Tax Credit Projects:

Making a Difference in Communities

During the 2006 state fiscal year (July 1, 2005-June 30, 2006), there were 235 tax-credit rehabilitation
projects completed in Virginia, with a total expenditure of $217,214,037. In addition, there were 217 rehab
projects proposed, with an estimated expenditure of $294,408,526. The project examples below indicate
the range of tax-credit rehabilitation activities undertaken during FY06 in locales around Virginia.

Fairfax County

Lorton Prison Workhouse: This estimated $16-million project will adapt and reuse the prison
workhouse (see page 29) as a cultural arts center.

Norfolk

Lambert’s Point Knitting Mill: The $6-plus million
adaptive reuse rehabilitation of this former historic
manufacturing facility (see page 40 ) resulted in
residential units, while retaining the building’s
industrial character.

Granby Theater: The $3.5-plus million rehabilitation
of this theater provides a live music venue, featuring
its original decorative finishes.

Lambert’s Point Knitting Mill

Richmond

American Tobacco: This $16.8-plus million project has converted the building to residential units, while
retaining its historic industrial character and architectural elements.

Atlantic Motor Company: The $3.1-million rehabilitation of this former 1920s-era car dealership (see
page 6) has created office space in the rear industrial section of the building and commercial use in the
former front showroom.

Staunton

R.R. Smith Center for History and Art: Following a $5.6-plus million
rehabilitation, this building serves for classroom and studio art space.

Stonewall Jackson Hotel: The $10.2-plus million rehabilitation of this his-
toric hotel has brought it back to life for travelers and conventioneers.

Roanoke

Colonial Arms: The $8.9-plus million renovation has restored a first-floor
commercial space and
converted the upper floors to residential units.

State & City Building: This $4.7-plus million rehabilitation has retained the
commercial use on the first floor and adapted the upper floors for residential
units; the project received an APVA preservation award.

State & City Building

Williamsburg

Williamsburg Lodge: This $5.1-plus million rehabilitation project removed non-historic additions and
restored the original front of the lodge and lobby, and constructed new conference facilities.
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A circa-1730 Westerwald mug fragment and brown stoneware jug are among
the more than five million archaeological artifacts in the Curation Facility at
the Department of Historic Resources in Richmond. Artifacts have been recov-

ered fiom every county and major city in the state and represent Virginia's
prehistoric and historic places, spanning more than 16,000 years, from early

Native American sites, colonial settlements, and Civil War battlegrounds, to
special neighborhoods and significant buildings of the 20th century. As the
State repository for archaeological collections, DHR's mission is to care for the
artifacts recovered from more than 850 (and counting) archaeological sites in
Virginia. DHR’s Curation Facility meets the federal standards for the care of
archaeological collections and the collections are available for study, research,

and exhibition. To learn more about the two items shown above and the
origins of American blue-and-gray stoneware, see page 47.
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