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D-1-a
LONG’S CHAPEL AND ZENDA

Long’s Chapel was built in 1870, a year after
William and Hannah Carpenter and the Church
of the United Brethren in Christ deeded land
here “to colored people ... for ... a church, burial
ground, and a school house.” Henry Carter,
Milton Grant, William Timbers, and Richard
Fortune, all formerly enslaved, owned two-
acre “home plots” where the community of
Zenda grew to 17 households of 80 people by
1900. The school, where notable Harrisonburg
educator Lucy Simms began her career, closed
in 1925. In Zenda, blacks freely exercised new
rights to worship, marriage, education, property,
and burial in a marked gravesite.

U-128
NANSEMOND COUNTY TRAINING SCHOOL

Two miles south stood the Nansemond County
Training School, the first high school in the
county for African American students. It was
constructed in 1924 with $5,000 contributed
by African American families, $11,500 in
public money, and $1,500 from the Rosenwald
Fund, established in 1917 to build schools
for African American students in the rural
South. The building, with seven classrooms
and one auditorium, contained an elementary
and secondary school. Hannibal E. Howell
was its first principal, serving for 42 years. In
1964, the name was changed to Southwestern
High School and after the racial integration
of county schools, became Southwestern
Intermediate School.

E-141
HISTORIC POLEGREEN CHURCH

In 1748, the meetinghouse here became vital
to the colonists’ struggle for religious and civil
liberty when Samuel Morris and other Hanover
Presbyterian dissenters called the Rev. Samuel
Davies (1723-1761) to become pastor. Davies,
a great orator who inspired Patrick Henry, was
Virginia’s first licensed non-Anglican minister.
He promoted literacy among enslaved Africans
in several colonies with funds he raised in
England. In 1759, he became president of the
College of New Jersey (Princeton University).
Polegreen Church burned in June 1864
just before the Battle of Cold Harbor when
Confederate artillery fired on it to dislodge
Union sharpshooters.

K-324-a
AMAZA LEE MEREDITH

Lynchburg native, Amaza Lee Meredith (1895—
1984) was one of the nation’s few African-
American female architects. Her design, Azurest
South, is a rare Virginia example of a mature
International Style building. She also designed
houses for her family and friends in Virginia,
Texas, and New York. Principally employed
as a teacher, Meredith founded the Fine Arts
Department at present-day Virginia State
University and served as chair until her 1958
retirement. She willed her half of Azurest South
to the university alumni association after her
death. It was listed on the Virginia Landmarks
Register and National Register of Historic
Places in 1993.

WY-12-a
NASA WALLOPS FLIGHT FACILITY

The Wallops Island Flight Facility was
established in 1945 by the National Advisory
Committee for Aeronautics and is one of the
oldest launch sites in the world. This facility
was built to conduct aeronautical research
using rocket-propelled vehicles. Its first
rocket, the Tiamat, was launched on 4 July
1945. With the birth of NASA in 1958, Wallops
contributed to the development of components
of space flight programs, capsule escape, and
recovery techniques. In 1981, Wallops was
consolidated with the Goddard Space Flight
Center and is now NASA’s primary facility
for suborbital programs.

K-309-a
SAPPONY BAPTIST CHURCH

Sappony Baptist Church, originally called
Sappony Meeting House, was erected here in
1773. It was a part of the Kehukee Association,
which consisted of churches in North Carolina
and Virginia. In 1791, these associations divided
along state lines and the 19 Virginia churches
became the Portsmouth Baptist Association.
Church membership grew and at one point
half of Sappony’s congregants were enslaved
people. During the Civil War battle here on 28
June 1864, the sanctuary served as a hospital.
Bullets from the battle pierced the church Bible,
and cannonball holes in the front of the church
still exist today.

W-181
VIRGINIA AIR NATIONAL GUARD

In 1947, Virginia received its first Air Guard
unit designated as the 149th Fighter Squadron.
Founded by the Virginia legislature in 1946 and
recognized by the National Guard Bureau in
1947, it is directly descended from the historic
328th Fighter Squadron which earned numerous
commendations for combat in Europe during
World War II. The Virginia units were activated
during the Korean War and the 1961 Berlin
Crisis. As part of the 192d Fighter Group, it flew
missions in Bosnia and Iraq after the attacks of
11 September 2001.

JIJ-3
WRECK AT THE FAT NANCY

Here, on 12 July 1888, occurred one of Virginia’s
largest train disasters, the wreck of the Virginia
Midland Railroad’s Train 52, the Piedmont
Airline. As it crossed the 44-foot-high,
487-foot-long trestle, called the Fat Nancy for
a local African American woman who served
as a trestle watcher and reported problems,
the trestle collapsed. Nine passengers were
killed, including two confederate veterans,
and more than two dozen were injured. Also
killed was civil engineer Cornelius G. Cox,
who had earlier designed the current culvert
and earthen fill to replace the unstable trestle.
Former Confederate Lt. Gen. James Longstreet,
another passenger, survived.

V-32
WOWINCHAPUNCKE

Wowinchapuncke was the chief of the Paspahegh
Indians when the English established Jamestown
in the tribe’s territory in 1607. He consistently
resisted the English intrusion, earning both
respect and hostility from Jamestown leaders.
Captured and imprisoned at Jamestown, he
escaped, and the English retaliated by killing
several Paspahegh men. After the English
destroyed a Paspahegh town in August 1610
and executed Wowinchapuncke’s wife and
children, he continued to harass the English
until he was killed in a skirmish near Jamestown
in February 1611. In 1991, the archaeological
remains of a large Paspahegh community near
here were excavated.

V-440

SAMUEL H. YONGE, CIVIL ENGINEER
(1843 - 1935)

Near this location in 1901, Samuel H. Yonge,
a civil engineer with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, spearheaded the design and
construction of a seawall/revetment that halted
the rapid erosion and loss into the James River
of the most-historic part of Jamestown Island.
His efforts saved large portions of the island
including Jamestown Fort, making possible
continued significant archaeological finds at
Jamestown. Yonge located, unearthed, and
published many of his findings on the island.
Another one of his achievements included the
dredging of the James River from Richmond to
Norfolk. He is buried in Hollywood Cemetery
in Richmond.
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New Markers (General Location / Sponsor)

Katherine Waller Barrett* (E-45-a)
Stafford Co. / DHR

Sir William Berkeley (V-42-a)
James City Co. / James City Co. Historical
Commission

Birthplace of the Confederate Battle Flag (B-261)
Fairfax (City) / Michael Shumaker

Bloody Monday* (Q-5-m)
Danville / Rev. Thurman O. Echols

Chesapeake Indians* (KV-13)
Virginia Beach / DHR

Civilian Conservation Corp--Company 1371*
(KV-15-2a) Virginia Beach / Virginia State Parks

Darbytown Road / Pioneer Baptist Church (W-101)
Henrico Co. / Timmons Group

Early Airmail Service — Studley Beacon (0-58-a)

Hanover Co. / Studley Ruritan Club

Early Indian Tool-making Camps* (ND-1)
Caroline Co. / DHR

Tommy Edwards* (S-31-a)

Henrico Co. / DHR/Virginia Historical Society
Friends Asylum for Colored Orphans* (SA-78)

Richmond (City) / Lucy Goode Brooks &
FRIENDS Association for Children

Ira Noel Gabrielson (T-46-a)
Fairfax Co. / Patricia Strat

The Great Indian and Wagon Road* (Q-4)
Winchester / DHR

The Hampton Indian Program* (WY-99)
Hampton / DHR
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Benjamin F. Hicks* (U-120-a)

Southampton Co. / Southampton Co. Historical
Society

Historic Polegreen Church (E-141)
Mechanicsville / Historic Polegreen Church
Foundation

C.B. Holt Rock House* (Q-28-a)
Charlottesville / DHR

Indians Poisoned at Peace Meeting* (OC-3)
King William Co. / DHR

John Mitchell’s Map (OC-42)

Urbanna (Middlesex Co.) / Town of Urbanna
William Ransom Johnson (M-60)

Chesterfield Co. / Pegram Johnson

Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley* (TBA)

Dinwiddie Co./ DHR

Long’s Chapel, Zenda* (D-1-a)

Rockingham Co. / Long’s Chapel Preservation
Society

Amaza Lee Meredith* (K-324-a)

Chesterfield Co./ DHR

Mount Sinai Baptist Church (U-129)

Suffolk / Mount Sinai Baptist Church
Nansemond County Training School* (U-128)
Suffolk / NCTS/SWHS Alumni Association
NASA Wallops Flight Facility (WY-12-a)
Accomack Co. / Virginia Aeronautical Historical
Society

Wilson Cary Nicholas  (GA-45)

Albemarle Co. / Richard L. Nicholas

Oakley (JJ-1)

Orange Co. / Mr. and Mrs. J. Ridgely Porter II1
Original African American Cemetery* (I-22-a)
Lexington / Richard G. Williams

Saint Joseph Catholic Church (SA-79)
Richmond (City) / Saint Joseph Memorial Park

Sappony Baptist Church (K-309-a)
Sussex Co. / Sappony Baptist Church

Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (S-9-a)
Chesterfield Co. / Jamestown Builders, Inc.

The Sentry Box (N-31-a)

Fredericksburg / Charles McDaniel

Virginia Air National Guard (W-181)

Henrico Co. / Virginia Aeronautical Historical
Society

Wowinchapuncke* (V-52)

James City Co./ DHR

Wreck of the Fat Nancy (JJ-3)
Orange Co. / Mr. and Mrs. J. Ridgely Porter 111

Samuel H. Yonge (V-440)
James City Co. / Norfolk Branch, American
Society of Civil Engineers

*Denotes a marker arising from DHR’s efforts to
create new signs that discuss people, places, or
events in the history of Virginia Indians, African
Americans, women, or other minority groups.

Replacement Markers

Colonial Church (OB-18)
King and Queen Co.

Home of the Reverend James Craig (SN-62)
Lunenburg Co.

Mount Pleasant (W-226)

Augusta Co.

Rucker’s Chapel (R-21)

Ambherst Co.

Stewart-Lee House (SA-44)
Richmond (City)
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Historic Rehabilitation Program

remains steady in the number of projects proposed and approved. Federal and state rehabilitation

tax credit incentives (the two programs are distinct but can be, and usually are, combined on
eligible projects) continue to be among the most effective tools for encouraging preservation of historic
properties. Virginia’s state rehabilitation tax credit program, established in 1997, continues to bolster the
application of federal rehabilitation tax credits in Virginia. As a result, Virginia consistently places among
the top five states across the nation for the number of federal tax credit projects proposed and completed,;
more importantly, the state tax credit program has proved to be an engine for driving revitalization of
urban neighborhoods and downtowns, and engendering economic growth statewide.

The proof, as DHR reported in last year’s Notes on Virginia, is in a 2007 report issued by Virginia
Commonwealth University’s Center for Public Policy, which conducted a study of the program in
partnership with the Department of Historic Resources. (A pamphlet, “Prosperity through Preservation,”
summarizing the study is available for download as a PDF online: http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/pdf_files/
Prosperity %20through%20Preservation.pdf.)

It is worth highlighting the study’s findings, as Virginia’s program has drawn national attention from
other states seeking to implement similar tax credits for historic rehabilitation.

To assess the impact of the state tax credit program on the economy of Virginia from 1997 through
2006, VCU surveyed all the property owners—developers, businesses, and homeowners—who received
state tax credits for rehabilitation projects completed and approved by the Department of Historic
Resources in 2005 and 2006:

* 93 percent of the respondents indicated that state tax-credits were essential to their decision to
undertake an historic rehabilitation project;

* 65.5 percent of the respondents indicated that they would not have rehabilitated their historic property
without state tax credit assistance'.

These survey results were used to analyze a 10-year total of $1.454 billion in private expenditures
for rehabilitation tax credit projects. In VCU’s analysis, it was determined that $952 million (65.5 percent
of $1.454 billion?) is the amount leveraged by state tax credits. That dollar amount represents projects for
which state tax credits were an essential driving force.

Among the study’s conclusions, expenditures of $952 million created an estimated:

* $1.595 billion in total economic impact to Virginia;

e 10,769 full- and part-time jobs from direct employment as well as indirect employment in other
sectors of the economy;

* $444 million in labor income (meaning wages and salaries).

Despite the economic downturn during 2008, Virginia’s historic rehabilitation tax credit program

In addition to these economic factors, there are myriad intangible benefits derived from the state tax
credit program. There is the spirit of renewal that people feel in reviving historic districts as they reclaim
the physical expressions of Virginia’s heritage, character, and sense of place. There is also the enhanced
quality of life and social capital that accrues through the preservation and restoration of community fabric;
the increase in a more diverse range of housing stock; the promotion of local heritage and educational

! 58% of the survey respondents said they would not have rehabilitated the property without state tax credit assistance. These are the
projects for which the tax credits were essential because these expenditures would not have occurred without the Tax Credit Program. In
addition, 15% of the respondents said that they were unsure whether they would have gone ahead with the rehabilitation project without
state tax credits. Regarding this latter group, the assumption is that half of the respondents would not have undertaken the project without
tax assistance, resulting in a total of 65.5% (58% plus 7.5%, half of 15%) of respondents who relied upon the Tax Credit Program to
undertake the rehabilitation work.

2 Inflation adjustments made using the “Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers” (CPI-U) from the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics.
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resources; and the support of smart-growth and sustainable development through the efficient re-use of
existing buildings and infrastructure.

The state tax credit program contributes significantly to making Virginia a desirable and vibrant place
in which to live, work, and play. That’s why the Commonwealth continues to attract new businesses,
residents, and visitors each year.

Federal and state tax credits are available for most work associated with the rehabilitation of a historic
building, including certain “soft costs” such as architects’ and consultants’ fees. The federal tax credit
is 20 percent of qualified expenditures; the state tax credit, 25 percent. Thus, when the state and federal
credits are combined for approved projects, the total tax credit allowed on eligible expenses is 45 percent.
One significant difference between the two programs is that only income-producing properties are eligible
for the federal program, whereas the state program is available for both owner-occupied (e.g. residential)
and income-producing properties. In either case, completed projects must meet the Secretary of Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation (or simply “the Standards”).

To be eligible for rehabilitation tax incentives, a property must be listed on the state and national registers
either individually or as a contributing building in a listed historic district. The attraction of rehabilitation
tax credit incentives among property owners and business and civic leaders has led to an increased interest
in two other programs of the Department of Historic Resources — the Cost Share Program (p. 58), which

You've got the house.
Now get the manual.

A Handbook and Resource Guide for
Owners of Virginia’s Historic Houses
by Camille Agricola Bowman

With over 30 years experience in the field of

architectural conservation, DHR’s Camille

Bowman provides an invaluable basic guide for

caring for a historic property.

64 pgs, with more than 100 color illustrations
$10.00. To order, send a check payable to DHR:

assists communities in surveying historic resources, and the historic register program (p. 5).
For more information on pursuing a tax credit rehabilitation project, contact Chris Novelli at the
Department of Historic Resources at (804) 367-2323, ext. 100 or at Chris.Novelli@dhr.virginia.gov.

A Selection of Rehabilitation Tax Credit Projects

Making a Difference in Virginia’s Communities

Richmond

Engine Company No. 15 Firehouse: Located

in Richmond’s Highland Park Plaza historic
district, this circa 1915 Craftsman-style firehouse
was successfully rehabilitated at a cost of over
$641,000 for use as a mini-mall for local artists,
craftsmen, and antique dealers.

=g A, ;
Engine Company No. 15 Firehouse

Hawkeye Building: The Hawkeye Building

was built in 1916 to warehouse groceries and is
adorned with early Art Deco detailing. Later, it
housed the Richmond operations of Philip Morris
for over fifty years. The building was successfully
converted to mixed retail, restaurant, and office
space, following a $1.6 million rehabilitation.

Lone Star Cement Corporation Building: Built
in 1945 to house the offices of the Lone Star
Cement Corporation, this handsome Art Deco-
style building with stripped-classical detailing was
rehabilitated for continued office use at a cost of
over $247,000.

Lone Star Cement Corporation Building
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DHR
2801 Kensington Avenue
Richmond, VA 23221

“Historic preservation can be a confusing world to navigate. It is my hope that this

book of basic information and resources will help owners of Virginia’s historic houses
understand the programs that are available to them and some of the issues that they may
have to deal with when preserving their historic houses.” — Camille Agricola Bowman

Suffolk _ o Lynchburg

Thomas Jefferson School: This $3.8-plus million Edward Murrell House: Built in 1859, this Greek
rehabilitation has converted Suffolk’s former Thomas Revival-style residence was rehabilitated at a cost
Jefferson High of over $400,000. Work included the installation
SChO(?l (ca.. 1911) of new heating, repair to plaster walls and

to residential use ceilings, new shelves in the library, and cosmetic

& while retaining refinements in the kitchen.
its Classical

Revival detailing Lexington
tdnd‘acgdemi.c/ ) The Dutch Inn: Embellished with Queen Anne
institutional interior architectural elements, the Dutch Inn opened in

features. 1911 and incorporated three earlier buildings.
One of these
Northampton is believed to
County be the earliest
The Chandler timber-frame
House: After building in
suffering years of Lexington.
neglect, this stunning il | v The inn was
1890 Queen Anne- s rehabilitated
style residence was The Dutch Inn at a cost of
S brought back to over $1,062,000 for continued use as a hostelry.
U — life as a bed and Work on the fagade was aided by a hand-colored
The Chandler House breakfast following circa-1920 postcard.

a major $540,000 rehabilitation. Work included
the repair of interior and exterior architectural Compiled by Chris Novelli
features and finishes as well as the replacement of Architectural historian & tax credit specialist

mechanical systems. Department of Historic Resources
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The City Produce Exchange, Harrisonburg

by Anna Klemm for DHR

ne of the
East Coast’s
largest poultry-

processing plants during
the early 20th century,
Harrisonburg’s City
Produce Exchange
building now houses
offices, a fine-dining
restaurant, and thirty-
two loft apartments.

The $5.5 million
rehabilitation of the
historic City Produce
Exchange has brought
new residential and
commercial activity
to the north end of
Harrisonburg’s Downtown Historic District.

A transformation that would not have been
possible, developer Barry Kelley said, without
the state and federal tax credit program.

The four-story building was constructed
in 1908, alongside railroad tracks on what was
then the edge of Harrisonburg. Here workers
slaughtered and plucked chickens and other
poultry before packing the whole birds in ice
for shipping to markets around the country,
according to the National Register nomination
form for the Harrisonburg Downtown Historic
District (online at www.dhr.virginia.gov). A
1924 addition served to temporarily warehouse
other products, such as eggs and butter, awaiting
shipping by rail.

A loading dock runs the street-side length of
the building, and large freight doors open to both
street and railway. Cork insulation in portions
of the building protected the poultry and other
perishables from summer heat. The exchange
also produced its own ice to pack and store
poultry and other perishables.

In 1949, the Wetsel Seed Company
purchased the building for seed storage, a
use it served for the next 50-plus years. In
2005, developers Kelley and Andrew Forward
purchased the building and adapted it to its
current multi-purpose use.

Tax credits played a vital role in the building’s
rehabilitation, according to Kelley. They made
the project feasible by covering a third of the
total costs, including the installation of a modern
elevator to access second-floor loft apartments.
The building presented challenges to Kelco
Builders, resulting from its age, location, and
previous uses. For instance, the exchange’s
historic features included a freight elevator, a
former ice storage unit, and an L-shape structure
with oblique corners that resulted from fitting the
building into a lot pinched between city streets
and the railroad tracks. All of these features
meant that no two apartments could be identical.
In constructing the interior walls and ceilings
for the apartments, Kelco Builders retained
exposed timber joists and rafters, a labor intensive
effort, especially when it came to installing a
patchwork of sheetrock in each distinct loft-style
apartment. The preservation of such features is
essential in order to qualify for the tax credits, and
creates interesting, one-of-a-kind living spaces.
The daily trains which rumble past, blaring
their horns in the pre-dawn hours, presented
another challenge when it came to creating
residential units. To obstruct the sound, Kelco
installed a soundproof interior wall on the
rail side of the building. “I haven’t heard a
complaint about the noise yet!” said Kelley.
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This aerial image shows a portion of the Harrisonburg Downtown Historic District,
indicated by blue lines. The octagons represent individual bistoric resources (some
now demolished) previously documented by DHR onto topographic maps. DHR Ar-
chives created the image by combining an overlay of Virginia Base Mapping Program
(2002) imagery with the mapped resource locations. Both data sources are integrat-
ed into the Archive's Data Sharing System (DSS), which tracks more than 140,000 ar-
chitectural and 40,000 archaeological historic resources throughout Virginia. These
include resources listed in the Virginia Landmarks Register, the National Register of
Historic Places, and resources eligible for listing. The DSS was developed by DHR in
collaboration with VDOT, and the service is avaslable to individuals or organizations
licensed by DHR. To learn more about Harrisonburg’s bistoric district, see p. 40; to
view a 1912 Sanborn map detail corresponding to the image above, see p. 44.
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