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D Deterio,oted 
CONDITION 
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t---------~---- 0 Ruins 0 Unexpond 

(Chock Ono) 

0 Aherad ~ Unaltered 

(Check One) I 
t-------.1.-.------------ [] Moved O Original Site 
DESCRI EIE THE PRE$ENT AND ORIGINAL. (II known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Undoubtedly the best-known house in the 
United States, Mount Vernon is a living reminder of the 11Father of 
His Country." Over a million Americans, each year, visiting Mount 
Vernon, gain an inspiring insight into the life of Washington. 

Mount Vernon came into Washington's possession after the death 
of his half-brother, Lawrence, in 1752. It remained his home for the 
rest of his life, though the press of official duties kept him away 
for long periods, principally during the French and Indian War, the 
Revolution, and his two terms as President. In 1759 he brought his 
bride to Mount Vernon, and there both breathed their last, Washine;ton 
in 1799 and Martha three years later. Both are buried on the grounds. 

The house, built by George's father or by Lawrence, was enlarged 
and the grounds were developed by Washington in accordance with plans 
he drew up before the Revolution, though the work was not finally 
completed until 1787. Development included the enlargement of the 
main house and the addition of semi-detached wings, construction of 
a complex of detached outbuildings, landscaping of the grounds and 
the laying out of flower and kitchen gardens. 

Status: The original plantation, comprising some 8,000 acres, 
was divided into five farms. Four of them have been divided and 
subdivided since Washington 1 s death, and only the 500-acre Mansion 
House farm remains as an entity. It is owned by The Mount Vernon 
Ladies' Association of the Union, which acquired title from 
Washington's great-grandnephew in 1858. The house and outbuildings 
have been restored, the grounds have been landscaped in accordance 
with Washington's original plan, and the house through the years has 
been gradually and pg.instaldngly refurnished ~ith a large number of 
the original Washington pieces. Both the house and the grounds are 
well maintained, and they are open to visitors every day of the year. 

b. BOUNDARIES: The Mount Vernon Estate consists of approximately 
420 acres. The locations of this acreage may be generally described 
as follows: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Approximately 300 acres are located south of Mount Vernon 
Memorial High~ay and east of Route 623. 
Approximately 80 acres are located north of Mount Vernon 
Memorial HiGhway. Route 235, running inn north-oouth 
direction, runs almost through the center oi' th:to ncrougo. 
Approximately 41 acres ore locntcd northenst 01• Mount 
Vernon Memorial Hi13hway and adjoins Hunting Creek. 
The Depirtment of the Interior has a scenic euscmcnt on 
some 10 acres of land located due north of and adjacent 
to the traffic circle at the main visitors' entrance to 
the Mount Vernon Estate. 
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7 b, CONT'D, 

FOR THE 300 ACRES: Beginning at the junction of Routes 623 and 235, 
proceed south along Route 623 for approximately 2SOO feet; thence 
southeast for approximately 2600 feet to Potomac River; thence proceed 
approximately 6000 feet along Potomac River waterfront to George 
Washington Memorial Parkway; thence proceed approximately 7500 feet 
along this George Washington Memorial Parkway and Route 235 to point 
of beginning, 

FOR THE 80 ACRES: Beginning at the junction of Routes 623 and 235, 
proceed north for approximately 200 feet; thence east for approximately 
3200 feet; thence south for approximately 800 feet; thence west for 
approximately 800 feet; thence south for approximately 1000 feet to 
Route 235; thence northwest along Route 235 for approximately 2100 
feet to point of beginning. 

FOR THE 41 ACRES: Beginning on George Washington Memorial Parkway, 
where it connects at Hunting Creek, proceed along the Hunting Creek 
waterfront for approximately 2300 feet; thence southwest for 
approximately SOO feet to the George Washington Memorial Parkway; 
thence southeast along George Washington Memorial Parkway to point 
of beginning, 
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PERIOD (Ch•ck One or More aa Jppropr/ate) 

O Pre-Columbian I O 16th Cenfury 

D IS1h C~n1ury O 17,h Century 

SPECI Fl C DA TEISI (ll A.ppf/calJle Bnd Known) 

AIIEAI OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check On& or More ,.,, A.pproprlal&) 

Abor 19inol D Education 

0 Prehistoric D Engi neerin9 

D Hiltoric 0 Industry 

D A9riculture 0 lnv1tntion 

0 Archif1tcture D Londscope 

D Art Architecture 

D Commerce D Literoture 

D Communications CK! Military 

D Cans1trvotion D Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

~ 
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D 
D 
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D 
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IXI 18th Century 

CJ 19th C1tnlury 

Political . 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Sci,mce 

S<:ulpture 

Socja I/Human· 

itadan 

Tr.eater 

Trans portal ior, 

0 20th C1tnlury 

D Urbon Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

Home of George Washington, Commander~in-Ghief ;of Patriot forces 

during the Revolution and outstanding Statesman, serving as first 

President of the United States. 
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Douglas S. Freeman, George Washington: A Biography (7 vols., Ne~ York 
1954-57; Vol. VII by John A. Carroll and-Mary W. Ashworth);· Gerald w. ' 
Johnson and Charles C. Wall, MoW1t Vernon: ~ Story 2! ~ Shrine (New 
York, c. l953)j Anonymous, Mount Vernon, Virginia, An Illustrated 
Handbook (Mount Vernon, c. 1958T.- ~ 

Ll?:£~E.OG~Af>H!CAL_DATA . . ~------~~----~···=····=······ . .·•··. . .. ·· . . . ~ .· . . . I 

LATl"fUOE AND t,.ONGITUOE COORDINATES 1-· -- I..A 0 T0 I.TUDE AND ;_:;;;:;c;Tl-uoe: c·a·ORDIN.A ;·.:s .. ·: 
DEFINING A RECTANGt-E t..OCATING THE PROPERTY O DEFINING THE: CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

l-----.-----------,,----------------1 R 1---------o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H_A_N_T_f'_N.:.....c.A:...:C:..:.R:...:E::.s=-------~ 
CORNER 1..ATITUO!a LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGl"l"UDE 

Degrees Minutu Seconds Degrees Minut"s Seconds Deg,ees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Second, 
NW 38 ° 43' 09. 770 06. oa .. 0 . . 0 ' .. 
NE 380 43' 09 .. 77 0 04 ' 34 ff 

SE 38 0 42. 4~ ~ 77 a 04 ' 25 ~ 

I SW 38Q 42, 0 • 77 D 05 ' 39. 
APPROX1MATE ACREAGE OF NOM1NATEO PAOPERTY: 420 
l-------------------------·-~-----------------------------1 
iLIST Al.I.. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl-AF'PING S"tATE OR COUNTY eouNDA,RIES 

STATE: COOE COUNTY CODE 
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STATE: CODE COUNTY: COOE 

STA TE: CODE COLIN TY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 
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NAME ANO TITt.E: 

Franks. MelVin 
ORGANIZATION 

Virginia State Office, National Park Service 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Box 10008 
ClTV OR TOWN·. 

Richmond 
fJ2,i.FATEL1AIS0N OFFICERCERTIFICA(ION / 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 19f>f, (Publlc Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

i.n the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the crilctin nnd procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. 'l"he recommended 

level of signiricance of this nomination is: 

National O State O Local D 

Name 

Title --------------------

Dal(' -·-------------~-~------­

$~ATE CODE 

Virginia 23240 51 
... ·••.· ..... \ NATIONAL RECIST!:R VERIFICATION .. 

[ hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chio[, Office of ArcheoloBy and Historic Proscrvat/on 

Du tc --------------------

A1'TE.S1': 

Keeper of The NatiOilnl Rf"~i,.ter 

flate --------------------L...----------------~---------~L--------------------·····-.-
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