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CONDITION 
D Excellent Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

D Altered rn Unaltered 

(Check One) 

D Deteriorated D Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

D Moved Qg Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR I GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The town of Upperville is a linear village extending along U.S. 
Route 50 for approximately one mile. -The linear aspect of the town was 
acquired as part of a conscious plan rather than through evolution. As the 
town was originally laid out all but about six of the original fifty lots 
faced onto Route 50. This layout generally has been maintained to the 
present day for the town has seen no significant expansion since the War 
between the States. Upperville is chiefly _a resigential corrnnunity, and one 
that has remained prosperous in spite of its lack of growth. Situated up 
and down Route 50 are well-maintained free-standing houses set in spacious 
yards planted with shrubbery and large shade trees. Many of the trees 
arch over the street, adding to the bucolic aspect of the corrnnunity. 
Fortunately Route 50 has not been significantly widened and no concrete curb 
or gutters have been installed along it. Thus with the retention of many 
of the old footpaths as well as brick or stone walks, the public ways have 
kept the picturesque informality so essential to the character of an histori 
corrnnunity. 

The lacls,_Q_f _!!p_Eerville 's growth is reflected in the c_harac ter of 
the town's architecture : .. --(ff the corrnnunity' s some sevent_y:J:i,YJL P..tJi:ldings at 
leas t" -f{f ty -a r~ ;_ineteelnth century and well over hal f ~-f these date prior to 
1860. A few of Upperville 's earlier houses such as the Joseph Carr houses 
and the Doctor Smith House are built of stone. Most of the houses, however 
especially those dating from the first decade of the nineteenth century, are 
built of either brick or frame. The town's dwe llings, while corrnnodious and 
well proportioned are not pretentious. For the most part they are simple, 
somewhat provincial adaptations of their sophisticated counterparts in more 
urban:centers such as Alexandria or Georgetown. Although Greek Revival 
and Italianate influences can be seen in several of the houses, the town's 
predominant style is what might be called country [ ederab,, a style which 

:a usually takes the form of a two-story rectangular structu.re of either stone, 
brick or frame' with three to·- five bays' end chiIIII).eys .and a gable -roof. 

- ···· Upperville's corrnnercial -district is insignificant, consisting of a 
general store, two additional unoccupied store buildings and an antique shop 
Towards each end of the town are one or two nondescript gasoline stations. 

,· Upperville's architectural focal point is the group of buildings belonging 
, ·; to Trinity Episcopal Church, built in the 1950's. Located in the approxi­

mate center of town, the simple, but beautifully crafted French Medieval 
' style church is set parallel to Columbia Street. The church faces onto a 

handsome forecourt that is bounded on two other sides by the rectory and 
parish house. Forming an architecturally unified grouping, all three 
buildings were built at the same time and of the same cream-colored stone. 

The town's other chief architectural landmar k, the United Methodist 
Church is located just off Route 50, on Route 712 , This handsome late­
Federal style structure is set in a picturesque burial ground, and features 
a distinctive demi-domed apse on the rear and an unusual serpentine gallery 
on the interior. Opposite the church is a two-story brick house built as 
the minister's residence in 1832, the same year the church was begun. 

The rural quality of Upperville is enhanced by the fact that it has 
suffered little or no unsightly 'strip' development along its fringes. The 
fortuitous existence of numerous prosperous estates on all sides of the 
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town have acted as a 'shield to this kind of expansion. The rear lots of nea ly 

See continuation sheet J 1. 
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(3 18th Century 
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Sculpture 

Socia I/ Human-

i tor ian 

Theater 

T ra n sportation 

RJ 
~ Other ( Spe c ify) 

local history 
sporting (equine) 

The small linear hamlet of Upperville survives as one of the most 
picturesque and unspoiled villages in northern Virginia. Located in the 
midst of beautiful, well-tended farmland, the small town serves as a focal 
point for Virginia's famous "Hunt Co':!_ntry". Indeed, its ~~soc ~~ ~io_E-_ with 
the e uJ pe S...I?o_r_~_s _has g_iven the town nati~nal fame. Upperville is the 
home of the country's oldest horse show, founded in 1853 by Richard Henry 
Dulany of nearby Wel.bour"i1.e, and just on eoutskirts of the town, around 
Tiie g eneral site of the Piedmont Point-to-Point, was located what is 
believed to be the .first race track in northern Virginia, dating from 1760. 
Also, on one of the galleries of an early inn in Upperville took place the 
signing of the rules of the 1905 American-English Foxhound Trials by the 
noted sportsmen Harry Worcester Smith and A. Henry Higginson. 

Upperville officially dates from 1818 when it was established as a 
town by Act of the General Assembly. However, the town was actually laid 
out some twenty years earlier in 1797, b J.a.s~ph (or Josephus) Carr; and 
the fifty acres on which Carr marked out thirty lots was originally known a 
Carrtown. Joseph Carr established himself in the area around 1780 and 
erected a combination residence and general store on what was then the 
Alexandria-Winchester Turnpike. This substantial stone structure, probabl 
the oldest dwelling in Upperville, was built near what is now the western 
edge of town, in front of an already existing mill operated by the 
McPherson family. The mill later was destroyed by Union forces and only a 
few ruins and a later brick miller's house remain at the site. 

It is not knovnexactly when the town ceased to be called Carrtown 
in favor of Upperville. Local tradition has it that prior to the official 
establishment, reference was made to the "Upper" and "Lower" end of town, 
and the upper end prevailed, hence the name Upperville. As Carr planned 
the town, the lo er or west en<!_, was devoted to commerce and the upper, 
or east end, was designated for residences. This scheme ge.nera1ly .has 
been preserved to the present day. -~ 

The Carr family, along with the town, prospered in the last years 
of the eighteenth century and the first years of the next. In 1796 Carr 
built a µ§ §..1 cc~e.d § tone house . for himself in the east end of town, and i 
iBTO--his son, Caldwell Carr, built a handsome two-story brick ho1:_1s ~ (the 
e"arliest of that material in Upperville) in the opposite end of town. Both 
these houses survive. Some of the town's other prominent early houses 
include the picturesque 1830's stone house of Doctor Thomas Smith, Uppervil 
first practicing physician • • Near the town's center is a handsome two-story 
Federal style brick dwelling built in 1826. Its adjacent stone office is 

see continuation sheet 1. 



Chappelear, B. Curtis, Maps and Notes Pertaining to Upper Section of 
Fauquier Co., 1954. 

Fauquier County Bicentennial Conunittee, Fauquier County Virginia 1759-1959, 
1959. 

Slater, Kitty, "Upperville, Virginia, Cliff Dweller of the Hunt Country," 
Spur of Virginia, Winter, 1971. 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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Approximate boundaries: Loudoun-Fauquier County line on the north, Rt. 719 
on the east, an imaginary line extending .3 mi. south of and parallel to 
Rt. 50 on the south, and Panther Skin Creek on the west. 

6. 
Historic American Buildings Survey 
1958 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. Code: 

all of Upperville's houses face directly onto open countryside, and the 
entrance into town from either east or west is directly from open country. 

8. 

now used as the Upperville library. Probably the town's mo.§..1;:,_ ,u;chitecturally 
sopi:_i~ t i£?t~~ house is a brick Greek Revival townhouse with a small Ionic 
porch, located on what was designated as lot 35 on the 1828 plat of the town 
drawn by George Love. Further east, on the opposite side of Route 50 is a 
two-story frame structure, now known as Ball's Bluff, which was built in the 
early nineteenth century and originally housed the Upperville Academy. 

Religion has played an important part in the life of Upperville s 
residents, and several distinguished church buildings stand as evidence of 
this fact. The town's oldest church, tae · United Methodist Church, begun in 
1832, is a notable example of rural Federal style architec t ure. During the 
War between the States the church was commandeered by Union forces and used 
as a hospital. Following the war the U.S. Congress authorized payment to the 
congregation for damages. The town's Victorian Gothic style .Baptist Church, 
erected in 1870, is the descendant of the Goose Creek Church, founded in 1775, 
and originally located between Upperville and Middleburg. Trinity Episcopal 
Church, founded in 1840, has been housed in three buildings. The parish's 
present building, a magnificent structure in the style of a Medieval French 
parish church was erected over a period of several years in the mid-1950's, 
and was the gift of Mr. Paul Mellon who resides on a nearby farm. The church 
is the town's most conspicuous landmark, and its architecturally unified paris 
house and rectory form one of the finest church complexes for any rural town 
in the country. 

Although Upperville is situated along a busy highway, a strong 
local pride in the town's historic character and other civilized amenities has 
spared it from succumbing to the unplanned commercial development that has 
marred so many of its neighbors. 
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