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7. DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION
Cool Well, is a small, one-and-a-half-story, frame Tidewater cottage located in eastern Hanover County in the midst of the
rapidly developing suburban area around Richmond. Cool Well is one of a relatively small collection of this type of
dwelling found mostly in the eastern half of the county, which is located in the coastal plain geographic region. The house
retains many of its original interior elements including a unique style of mantel that links it with five other houses in the
immediate vicinity, including Laurel Meadow and Rural Plains. The well, from which Cool Well supposedly derives its
name, is located to the south of the rear kitchen porch. A modern garage is located at the end of the short driveway. The
property consists of the house, the contributing resource, and a modern, non-contributing garage.
DESCRIPTION
Cool Wells stands on Shady Grove Road, which was an early thoroughfare in eastern Hanover leading from the Hanover
Courthouse area to Mechanicsville and Gaines Mill. The road takes its name from the historic Shady Grove Methodist
Church that is now located across the street from Cool Well, but originally located on the same side as the house. The
house’s location on this road was an asset to its probable early use as an ordinary. Cool Well now stands on a relatively
small lot, with the serpentine brick wall of a new subdivision to its rear separating the house from the new development.
The land around the house is mostly open with several dogwood trees and boxwood in the front yard.
Cool Well, constructed about 1834-1835, is a one-and-a-half-story, three-bay, frame dwelling on a raised foundation of
brick laid in an irregular five-course American bond. The original beaded weatherboards survive beneath its current
synthetic siding. A gable roof of composition shingles tops the house. There are three gable dormers across the front and a
shed-roof dormer, not original, across the rear. Most of the windows are replacements and shutters flank the front
windows. The most notable exterior features are the two, brick, exterior-end chimneys. The south chimney is laid in an
irregular bond while the north chimney is laid in five-course American bond. There is a one-story, three-bay front porch
with square posts and a three-board horizontal balustrade. There is an enclosed, shed-roof, bulkhead cellar entrance on the
south end of the house. The rear of the house has sustained several additions. When the house was purchased by the King
family between 1950-1952, there was a small frame addition on the rear of the house with a small open porch on the south
end. The present one-story rear kitchen was added by 1970 and the enclosed porch was added onto the south side of the
kitchen by 1972.
The interior of the house retains many of its original features. It has a central-passage, single-pile plan with an enclosed,
quarter-turn stair located at the rear of the central passage. The stair apparently has had several entrances over the years –
the existing doorway into the center passage, a doorway to the rear, which still exists, and one to the north room that no
longer survives. The stair door is a beaded, batten door with HL hinges and the original iron latch. The rear door to the
stair is also a beaded batten door with HL hinges. At one time there were steps from this door onto the rear porch. When
the porch was converted into a bathroom, the steps, but not the door, were removed. The center passage and the flanking
rooms have a solid, wide board wainscot with a narrow chair rail. Removal of modern paneling in the passage revealed
wide horizontal beaded-board paneling above the wainscot on the north passage wall. The original paint appears to survive
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on these boards. The windows and doors, in both the rooms and the passage retain their original architrave trim. Many of
the original doors and door hardware survive. The doors are either six-panel or batten doors.
The most significant aspects of the house’s interior are the surviving mantels. The mantels in Cool Well link it stylistically
with five other nearby houses: Rose Cottage (042-0239), Laurel Meadow (042-0244), Avondale (042-0258), the
renovations at Rural Plains (042-0029) and the recently demolished Hilly Farm (042-0275). The mantels found in these
houses suggest a common history -- perhaps executed by the same builder. The mantels have engaged columns supporting
a plain mantelshelf and a wide and unornamented frieze. The mantel survives intact in the north room but only the top
third of the original mantel survives in the south room. The lower portion of the mantel was deteriorated from termite
damage and was removed.
The second floor, technically a half story, contains three rooms with a narrow, north/south passage that provides access to
each room. The original plaster survives in some of the second floor rooms. The rooms have plain board trim around the
windows and doors, and a narrow baseboard. The doors on the second floor are batten doors with box locks and porcelain
knobs. No mantels survive on the second floor and the fireplaces were enclosed but have now been reopened. The passage
has the same beaded, horizontal board paneling on both sides of the passage as found on the first floor.
Cool Well and Hanover County Architecture
Hanover County architecture in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries reflected the county’s stylistic conservatism
and adherence to traditional building practices. The use of forms and details continued well past the periods in which they
were introduced. The builders and craftsmen working in Hanover County were unlikely to be academically trained. Their
adherence to tradition indicates that they were probably trained by apprenticeship and experience.1
Building traditions established in Hanover County during the mid- to late-eighteenth century persisted in vernacular
residences until after the Civil War.2 Most of the surviving historic buildings in Hanover were built when the Federal style
was popular, which remained so until the 1850s. As a result, other styles popular during the mid-nineteenth century, such
as Greek and Gothic Revivals, and Italianate had little influence in the county.3 Cool Well is an example of Federal-style
vernacular architecture in eastern Hanover County.
While many of the houses built before 1840 were probably one story or one-and-a-half stories, fewer of this size of
dwelling survive in the county today. The larger, two-story houses, both frame and brick, are more likely to survive.
Almost all of the one-and-a-half story houses that survive in Hanover are located in the eastern half or coastal plain region
of the county and all have been altered with additions.
Cool Well is one of five pre-1840 dwellings in Hanover with the same mantel indicating a connection among these houses.
They are all clustered in the same geographical area of Hanover and most likely had the same builder, but all had different
owners. Nothing is known about builders who were active in Hanover County in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, and the builder of these five houses has not been identified. All of the ante-bellum houses in Hanover have been
documented, thus additional houses with this type of mantel are unlikely to be identified. Most of Hanover’s antebellum
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architecture was heavily influenced by the Federal style and most of the Federal-style mantels in these homes have paneled
pilasters instead of engaged columns. A few of the larger and grander Federal-style homes, such as Williamsville or
Shrubbery Hill, have highly decorative mantels with engaged columns, but are distinctly different from the more
vernacular architecture of Cool Well and the other houses.
Benjamin Hazelgrove, who built Cool Well about 1834-35, was an innkeeper like his father and operated a tavern that
most likely was Cool Well. In addition to Cool Well, only six taverns survive in Hanover County today: Old Church,
Hanover Tavern, French Hay Tavern, Brock Spring Tavern, Denton’s Tavern and Sycamore Tavern. Cool Well and
Sycamore Tavern are the smallest of the taverns, both are one-and-a-half story frame buildings. Sycamore Tavern,
however, is located in far western Hanover. The remaining taverns are all large two-story buildings.
Cool Well is a small house that now stands on a small lot along an old road that it would have served as an ordinary. It has
survived the vicissitudes of 172 years including the unremitting development now occurring in Hanover County. It largely
retains its original form and many of its original interior architectural features and is representative of a small but
adequately appointed house type that was probably once more common in Hanover than it is today.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Cool Well, located in eastern Hanover County, Virginia, was constructed about 1834–1835 for Benjamin Hazelgrove, a
prosperous tavern keeper, farmer, and slaveholder. The story-and-a-half frame dwelling contains mantels virtually
identical to those in four other nearby houses constructed or remodeled between about 1810 and 1835—Rose Cottage,
Laurel Meadow, Avondale, the now demolished Hilly Farm, and Rural Plains—suggesting that the owners shared a
craftsman. Cool Well is a good example of the Tidewater type of antebellum dwelling, a type that evokes Hanover’s
historic connection with tidewater Virginia and is becoming increasingly threatened by development and the
suburbanization of the county. Its identification as a tavern adds to its importance and rarity.
JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERION
Cool Well is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as locally significant under Criterion C as an
example of an antebellum dwelling. It is a Tidewater type of house that once was common in the area. Significant
portions of the dwelling’s historic fabric remain largely intact and retain integrity of location, association, setting, feeling,
design, and materials. The period of significance is from ca. 1835, when Benjamin Hazelgrove built Cool Well, to 1882
when his wife died. This period marks the period of primary ownership of the Benjamin Hazelgrove family and it was
during this time that the house was built, possibly used as a tavern, and became a successful farm.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Benjamin Hazelgrove, for whom Cool Well was constructed in 1834–1835, was the son of James and Mildred Hazelgrove.
He was born in Hanover County about 1787–1788. He had at least one sibling, a brother named Josiah, who was born
about 1799 and died of “paralysis” in 1858.4
James Hazelgrove farmed and operated a tavern or ordinary on a twenty-five-acre tract of land he purchased from Henry
Tyler in 1807. It was located in the vicinity of Studley, about seven miles southeast of the Hanover County seat at
Hanover Courthouse. His house stood on the north side of the road leading from Hanovertown southwest to Meadow
Bridge, between Totopotomoy Creek on the south and Crump’s Creek on the north. The county court issued him a license
to operate an ordinary on September 1, 1806 (he may have received licenses before that date, but the records are not
extant), and he continued in the business off and on until he was issued his last license on May 24, 1826. Beginning in
1820, the county tax assessor valued the buildings on his property at $300, suggesting that Hazelgrove’s residence and
ordinary was likely a story-and-a-half frame structure.5
Benjamin Hazelgrove does not appear in the few extant records of Hanover County until 1815, when he was about twentyeight years old. He probably lived on his father’s property, perhaps helping him operate the tavern. He also would have
been enrolled in the county militia at about the age of sixteen, probably serving as a private and attending periodic musters
at the county seat. As the home guard and first line of defense in the Commonwealth, at a time when the U.S. Army was
small and scattered, the militia was liable to be called out when danger threatened, as it did during the War of 1812.
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Virginia’s governor and executive council summoned several companies of the Hanover militia—the 74th Regiment,
Virginia Militia—into service in the spring and summer of 1813, when it appeared that the British fleet might invade the
state by way of the James or York Rivers. Later, a few companies were sent to Norfolk to help guard that city, and some
Hanover companies were called up in the summer of 1814 to serve in and around Richmond. Benjamin Hazelgrove’s
company does not appear to have been among any of those summoned; his name does not appear on the payrolls or muster
rolls of those called. On July 24, 1815, however, the Hanover County court recommended that he be promoted to
ensign—the lowest-ranking commissioned officer—in the county militia, and the governor soon issued the commission.
The court recommended Hazelgrove for promotion to lieutenant on April 24, 1817, to replace Bowling Starke, who had
been promoted to captain. Again, on September 27, 1826, the court recommended him for promotion to captain, again to
replace Starke, who had been promoted to major. Hazelgrove held the post until 1830, when he resigned, and on March 24
of that year, the court recommended John S. Atkinson in his place.6
At one point during his years in the county militia, Hazelgrove took sides in a dispute between two officers contesting a
promotion that one of them received. In 1824, Captain Thomas L. Nelson disputed the promotion of George S. Netherland
from ensign to captain of a new militia company. Nelson, under whom Netherland served, believed that the junior officer
had secured the promotion by deliberately misleading the court and fellow militia officers and men—alleging that Nelson
would decline the position—and thereby cheated Nelson out of the appointment. Hazelgrove supported Nelson, signing
with other officers a petition for his promotion that accompanied Nelson’s own complaint to Governor James Pleasants, Jr.
The governor received the complaint on July 16, 1824; Netherland soon sent the governor his own petition and letter,
backed by his supporters. Unable to sort out the charges and countercharges, which included voting irregularities among
the soldiers and the court, Pleasants let the appointment of Netherland stand. Such disputes over promotions were
common in the militia, and apparently no one held Hazelgrove’s support for the loser against him, since he was
subsequently promoted to captain himself.7
In 1818, Hazelgrove purchased his first tract of land, ten acres from William Timberlake. The tract was located about ten
miles south of the courthouse. Apparently the property had no buildings on it, or none of any value, according to the 1820
assessment. In 1822, however, the tax assessor reported new buildings valued at $120. Hazelgrove sold the property to
George Tranum in 1830, and for the next four years owned no land. He then bought seven acres adjoining the estate of
Peter Tinsley from a free black named George Staves in 1834, and in 1835 the tax assessor reported a new building worth
$826 on the property, which increased in value from $12 an acre to $130 an acre. The new building was the house known
today as Cool Well. Hazelgrove soon acquired more land adjoining this tract. He bought parcels of five and two and a
half acres in 1836 from the estates of Samuel and Thomas Murray, respectively; both parcels were adjacent to S.
Richardson’s and A. S. Jones’s property.
The smaller tract had buildings worth $150, while the larger had none. The next year, Hazelgrove bought a fifty-seven
acre tract from Thomas Austin, described as being next to A. S. Jones’s property. It had no buildings of value. In 1840,
the tax assessor lumped all of these adjoining properties together into one tract of seventy-one and a half acres. The tract
was located about seven miles southwest of James Hazelgrove’s property, close by Shady Grove Church, where Benjamin
Hazelgrove served as a church trustee.8
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Before he constructed Cool Well, Hazelgrove succeeded his father as innkeeper, receiving his first ordinary license from
the Hanover County court on May 23, 1827, a year after James Hazelgrove had received his last license. Benjamin
Hazelgrove paid for a new license every year thereafter (except in 1829, when he was not listed among the license-holders,
perhaps as an oversight by the court clerk) until he obtained one for the last time on May 22, 1838. In 1830, a Hanover
County grand jury presented Benjamin H. Skelton and Richardson Haw “for running a horse race in the public road at or
near Benjamin Hazlegrove’s tavern on Monday 11 Oct. 1830.” Hazelgrove probably operated his business at his father’s
old house – about seven miles away -- until Cool Well was constructed.9
While the historical records show that Benjamin Hazelgrove was a prosperous tavern or inn keeper, despite careful
and thorough research no conclusive evidence has been uncovered that identifies Cool Well as that tavern. The
property’s association with Hazelgrove, however, strongly suggests that Cool Well was used as a tavern -- particularly
since the research conducted has identified no other tavern associated with him.
Benjamin Hazelgrove married twice. About 1815, he wed Elizabeth Cross. He is listed in the 1820 census as between the
ages of twenty-six and forty-five, as is his wife. They owned one male slave between fourteen and twenty-six years old,
two females under fourteen, and one female between fourteen and twenty-six. Three persons in the household were
engaged in agriculture, probably Hazelgrove and the male and female adult slaves. Hazelgrove is recorded in the 1830
census as being between the ages of forty and fifty, residing with a woman aged thirty to forty and a girl aged ten to
fifteen. The 1840 census listed six members of the household: a male aged between fifty and sixty, a female aged between
forty and fifty, another female between twenty and thirty, and one boy and two girls between ten and fifteen. Elizabeth
Hazelgrove apparently died early in the 1840s. On June 12, 1844, Benjamin Hazelgrove married Martha Ann Archer, who
had been born about 1811–1812. In 1850, the census taker reported his occupation as “farmer,” with real estate worth
$1,200, and gave his age as sixty-two; hers, as thirty-eight. The household included the couple’s daughter Elizabeth S.
Hazelgrove, aged five, and son Andrew L. Hazelgrove, aged four, as well as Catherine Potter, aged twenty-eight, and
Susan Thomas, aged forty-four. Another daughter, America M. Hazelgrove, was born the following year; she died on June
17, 1858, of dysentery. Benjamin Hazelgrove owned six slaves in 1850: five females aged twelve, fourteen, sixteen,
thirty, and seventy, and one male aged sixty-four.10
The census taker rounded up Hazelgrove’s landholdings to eighty acres for the 1850 Hanover County agriculture report.
Cool Well farm consisted of sixty improved acres and twenty that were unimproved. Hazelwood owned $30 of farming
implements and machinery, three horses, three milch cows and three other head of cattle, and twenty hogs, with a total
value of $223 for the livestock. The farm produced 151 bushels of wheat, 250 of Indian corn, 50 of oats, 20 of Irish
potatoes, and 25 of sweet potatoes, as well as 150 pounds of butter. The value of Hazelgrove’s homemade products was
given as $10, and the value of the animals he slaughtered was $50. The report revealed Hazelgrove to have been a
moderately prosperous man, a fact confirmed by the personal property tax books for the period from 1815, when his name
first appears, to 1858, the year of his death. The categories of property taxed changed frequently during those years, but
the records showed that at various times he was taxed for four to six slaves, one to three horses, five to twenty-one cattle, a
gig or two-wheeled carriage, a clock, a watch, a clothes press, a chest of drawers, and between $80 and $300 worth of
household furniture.11
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Benjamin Hazelgrove died on April 19, 1858, of “consumption.” He is buried in the Stubbs Family Cemetery located near
Meadowbridge Road at the corner of Routes 627 and 638. Martha A. Hazelgrove was listed in the 1860 census as the head
of the household, occupation “farmer” and aged forty-seven. Her real estate was valued at $1,400 and her personal
property at $2,850. Living with her in the household were daughter Elizabeth S. Hazelgrove, aged fourteen, son N. J.
Hazelgrove, aged thirteen, and Catherine Potter, aged thirty-eight.12
During the Civil War, the armies of both sides passed close to Cool Well, especially in 1862 and 1864. The major battles
of Mechanicsville, Gaines’s Mill, and Hanover Court House were fought within a few miles of the house, which appears
on several Civil War–era maps of the area, during the Peninsula Campaign and Seven Days’ Battles of May-July 1862.
Two years later, as the Army of the Potomac marched south toward Richmond from Spotsylvania County in May and June
1864, the Army of Northern Virginia moved also, interposing itself between Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s forces
and the Confederate capital. Several bloody clashes occurred in Hanover County as the armies maneuvered: North Anna
River, Totopotomoy Creek, Bethesda Church, and Cold Harbor. Other, smaller engagements occurred almost in front of
the house in 1864 as well as in 1862. Several reports mentioned Shady Grove Church, which was adjacent to Cool Well,
or the road leading to the church, as the scene of cavalry actions and reconnoitering. Just before the Battle of Cold Harbor,
which culminated on June 3, General Robert E. Lee established his headquarters at Shady Grove Church. On June 1,
concerned that Grant might attempt to cross the James River, Lee twice wrote to General P. G. T. Beauregard, who was
commanding the Confederate forces in that area, of his concern and hinted that Beauregard might consider moving north
of the river to block any Union advance (Beauregard did not act on the suggestion, and Grant later crossed the river
unopposed). Lee dated his second message “Shady Grove Church, June 1, 1864, 4 p.m.” Toward the end of the war, on
February 21, 1865, two Confederate cavalry divisions camped at Shady Grove Church and undoubtedly on the Cool Well
property as well.13
Despite the battles that raged around Cool Well, the house emerged from the war intact. Martha Hazelgrove continued to
live there after the war, and she later applied for and received a widow’s pension for Benjamin’s militia service in the War
of 1812: $8 a month, beginning March 8, 1878.14 She died July 3, 1882 of “old age.”15 Cool Well stands today as one of
Hanover County’s significant antebellum dwellings, and continues to reflect its long history as a residence, tavern, and
local landmark.
Hanover is a rapidly developing suburban county in the greater Richmond metropolitan area and this trend will only
accelerate as more residential developments are constructed on former farmland. The eastern half of the county where
Cool Well is located has sustained much of this development and has lost many of its historic buildings, cemeteries, and
landscapes within the last ten to fifteen years. The Hanover County Historical Commission and the Association for the
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities have worked tirelessly to save Cool Well from demolition when the adjacent land was
developed, achieving one of the few recent victories in Hanover County. Cool Well’s importance to its community as a
possible tavern, ante-bellum house, and as a symbol of preservation in Hanover County is incalculable and should not be
underestimated.
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nominated property is Hanover County parcel number 8705-83-5516, Lot 140 of Cool Well Subdivision.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The nominated property consists only of the lot on which the house and its garage are located. Other land that was
once part of Cool Well are no longer associated with the house and are not included within the boundaries. No
buildings associated with Cool Well are located outside the proposed boundaries.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Cool Well, Hanover County, Virginia
The photographs were taken by Ashley Neville, November 2006.
Negatives are on file at the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, Virginia.
1. Façade and south end, view to the northeast (Negative 23403:20)
2. Façade, view to the northeast (Negative 23403:21)
3. Center passage looking to the rear, view to the northeast (Negative 23394:5)
4. Batten door to stairs, view to the north (Negative 23394:1)
5. Mantel, view to the north (Negative 23394:32)
6. Second floor passage and doors, view to the north (Negative 23394:20)
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