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CONDiTJ C,M 
[ [zj Ex ce Ii ent C:::i G~,od [J Fai r 

(Ch,,ck C,ne) 

£! Alte re d Q UnaJl,. red 

( Che ck Or,e) 

[J Oet~r i oroted 

DESCRiSE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if kno w:1) PHYS !C ~L AP~EARANCE 

,:;::,_. 

O Ruin s 0 Unex pos ed 

(Check One) 

[J Moved QD O,i,;iinal Site 

Begun in the late-eighteenth century as a frame two-story, side­
hall-plan farmhouse, Tree Hill grew with the Selden and Roane family 
fortanes until by the mid-nineteenth century the original house had 
evolved into a double-pile, center-hall plar1 Greek Revival plantation seat. 
As it stands today., the house is an impressi\re two-story plantation house 
with early one-story wings and a modern two-story tetrastyle portico. The 
house connnands a magnificent vicai;v of the James River bottom lands and the 
Richmond skyline. 

Characterized by its shallow gable roof and subdued. Greek Revival 
ornament, the exterior of Tree Hill is sheathed with beaded weatherboard. 
While all the winciows have sliding sash with six-over:-six lights, the ; 
windows in the earliest or north side of the house retain Federal period 
architraves while those in the Greek Revival portion of the building have 
flat UTh'TI.01.llded trim typicc.l of the mid-nineteenth century~ The semi-exterirr 
chimneys on the Greek Revival section are o:ri.ginal; however, those on the v, 

house's earliest section have been rebuilt. ' m 
The foundations of Tree Hill reveal the structural sequence of the 

hoc1se from its original form to its present appearance. Begun as a side­
hall plan fannhouse with English bond foundations, the house v,as altered 
and enlarged i;_,. the late-eighteenth century into a center-hall-plan 
structure with a one-story wir.g at -either end . The basi.s .for this 
cone lus ion is borne·" out by the shift in the masonry to· a eorrrus·ed mixture 
of f i emish bon.:1 an6: '·two-2.na -cr.r ee-'course t\ITle:n.can oorni. ·.c·urt he:;_-- t2v1:crem:::€ · 

substai.,.tiating the growth of the house tc this plan is foi.1nd in Hu.tual l 
Assc.rao.ce S0:::i2ty policy l';o. 190 i.ss,wd to Miles Selden in l 796 and. insurin 
a house shown as being 42 £e.et ;::,y 20 f eet " t>1.1 ilt of wood and covered with 
wood," t<:,•c-stori2s i.n elev&.tion with frame one-story wir1gs approximately 
16 feet by 20 £2et. In the mid-nineteenth century the main house was 
expanded agai-c, this time i.nto a double- pile c enter-hall plan structure on 
brick found.::.tior.s laid in well-e .:~2cuted five.-c.ourse American bond . More 
modern additions have included the two-story portico, the e.xpansion of the 
oDe--story wings as noted in the breaks in original foundation masonry and 
the extensive reworking of certain portions of the exterior brickwork on 
the north wall foundations. 

The interiors of T:;:-ee Hill reflect a succession of nineteenth­
century styles. The first floor interior trim ranges from Greek Revival 
mantels in the southwest ancl northeasc rooms to a fine 1850 1 s periad mdrble 
mantel in the southeast rool!l, The mantel in the northwest room reflects 
the still later mode of Georgian Revival ornE:ment with its exaggerated 
mouldings aild paired pilasters. The hallway possesses a fine mid-nineteentln ­
centu ry stairway and a Greek Revival plaster ceiling medallion with a 
flower petal motif. The earliest extant woodwork in the house is a fine 
early-nineteenth-century cellar stair with simple rail and newel and t wo 
unturned balusters -per tread. Also in the cellar are two raised-panel door 
one of which has been moved to its present location and hung upside down. 

Of additional significance are the two early outbuildings in the 
yard at Tree Hill. The frame building to tbe northeast of the main house 
may be the quarter kitchen described on the Mutual Assurance Policy of 1796 
This small one-story building with a loft originally had a one-story wing 
at either end although the south wing has been destroyed. The kitchen re­
tains a nu..~ber of important features including early-raised panel shutters, 

m 

z 
,,,., 

-l 

;c 

C: 

n 
-! 

0 

z 
V} 



! 
I 
' I· 

Fo,m 10-3000 
(July 1961) 

(N'1:Inbe, a!l antrl es) 

7. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMcNT/OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATIOH FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Virginia 
COUNTY 

Henrico 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER ""'lr---0-A_7_E--ll 

J 

interior battened doors and a comparatively late jerkin head or clipped gable 
roof. In the northwest corner of the yard is a fine early smokehouse. 
Although the original piers for the smokehouse have been replaced with later 
brick footings and the exterior has been largely reweatherboarded, some of the 
original weatherboard remains just under the simple box cornice. Of particular 
note is the smokehouse's exceptionally well-executed diagonally battened door, 
heavily studded with clenched rose head nails and hung on a set of three 
wrought iron strap hinges. To the immediate south of the smokehouse are the 
remains of a large brick lined ice cistern. , 
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The boundaries of Tree Hill plantation were drawn to incorporate 
the scenic open lands of the plantation. These open lands are visible from 
downtown Richmond and form the urban area's only remaining rural backdrop. 
Also from these open lands one is afforded a magnificent view of the Richmond 
skyline. Tree Hill is the first of the historic plantations (from Richmond) 
that line the James River along Route 5 between Richmond and Williamsburgo 
Its open space is especially critical to the historical and scenic integrity 
of this significant area. 
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:OR~AS OF S1GN! Fl CANCE (Check One or .. Wore as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal D E duccti on 0 Political : · Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engine.eri:ig 0 Religion/Phi. ~ O:her (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy history 
0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 
0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia I/Human· 
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0 Communications 0 Mi!itory D Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transpcrtotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .. . 

Tree Hill served as the home of two prominent Henrico Coubty 
families - the Seldons and the Roanes - and figured in the preliminary 
surrender of Richmond to the Union Army. Through a s e ries of additions, 
t-'ho Y"~'h1 .;T'H~ AT.Tt::i 11 i ":"lf"T' hl""\1'1C'~ ("T',....0,.."7 .f:'.,..n...,, ~ ~r..rlo.c'r h,,; 1 .rl"! .,.,n- +-,-, ~no n f' l l ~T"II..,...; -'"' !I' r, 

County Magistrate, and Delegate to the Virginia Assembly . There was a ~ 
race track at Tree Rill du.ring Selden' s t i.me , the scene o f a well-;m.blicize 
r ace in October 1824, attended by the Marqui s de Lafayet t e . . I 

The plar.tation passed to Pats y, daught er of :-!il 2s Seld·:m , a.pd 
her husband William Ro a:'!e i n 183 7. Ro ane, who wou ld ser 01e in both t h e 
United States Senate and t he House of Represent at i ves, -,-as the son of the 
noted Jeffersonian jurist Srencer Roane a~d grandson of Patrick Henry. 
~·ranklin Stearns, a promine:s.t Main Street Berchant, boeght Iree Hill front 
the Roanes i n 185.5. 

g 

The War of 1865 generally spared Tree Hii l , altnough t he 
pla~ tation lands were us ed for grazing the livestock be longing to the vast l 
Chimborazo °!:!Os pi t a l, and ~?ere , i:i April, 1865 , a c amp ground f er the Union 
t:roops soon to occupy Ri c~or,d . Chimoorazo was t he l ar gas t mi:itary hospit l 
in t h e world , accomodating 76,000 patients during t h e wc r years. 

Richmond was briefly an open city following the evacuation of 
the Petersburg line and the terrible fire that bega~ with the destruction 
of the Virginia State Annory. At this juncture, the ciq, 1 s mayor wrote to 
the "General Commanding the Union Anny in front of RicriE:ond 11

: 

General 
The Army of the Confederate Goverrm1ent having 
abandoned the City of Richmond I respectfully 
request that you wiil take possession of it with 
an organized force to preserve order and proteet 
women and children and property. 

Respectfully 
Joseph Mayo, Mayor 

The Burlee f&~ily purchased Tree Hill from the Stearns family 
in 1910. They maintain the place as a working farm. · 
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