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CONDITION 
Excellent 0 Good Ix] Fair O . 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered 1K] Unaltered 0 

(Check !)ne) 

Deteriorated 0 Ruins 

I Moved D 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If mown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Unexposed D 
(Check One) 

Original Site @ 

King Wil-liam Court House is a one-story T-shaped structure with a steep 
hipped roof and modillioned cornice. Its most striking feature is the 
five-bay open arcade extending across the entire facade. The brickwork 
is finely laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers, while the arches of 
the arcade are dressed with rubbed brick stretchers. The rear of the 
building has been extended one bay and an exterior end chimney has been 
added to the rear wall. The original wooden shingle roof has been replaced 
by~ slate roof. An interesting survival in the court yard is the early 
lo,hrick wall with its stile-like steps built around the yard to,keep out 
grazing cattle. 

Unfortunately little of the eighteenth century fabric remains visible 
on l~ the interior, but the plan with the jury room and the judge's chamber 
in the arms of the "T" is basically intact. A later partition, however, 
has been placed across the center section of the building, thus decreasing 
the original size of the court room in order to make an entrance hall. m 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Persona~es, Dates, E-nts , Etc.) 

King William Court House, erected circa 1725, is one of the oldest 
surviving and best preserved courthouses in Virginia, and is considered 
to be the oldest courthouse "still in use as such" in the United States. 
The form of the building was the prototype for several other eighteenth 
century Virginia courthouses. It should be noted that the building still 
retains its almost completely rural setting which was common for courthous s 
and churches in colonial Virginia because of the plantation society. Few 
other public buildings either in Virginia or the rest of the country can 
claim such a long record of public use and service. 
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Staff Vir inia Historic Landmarks Corrnnission, James W. Mood , Jr., Director 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Vir inia Historic Landmarks Commission A ril 25, 1969 
STRE ET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State ~ Local 0 

Name ®1, 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, 

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Corrnn 

Date June 2 1969 -~---------------

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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