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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC
Single dwelling
Secondary structure
Hotel

COMMERCE/TRADE
Department Store

EDUCATION
School

HEALTH CARE
Resort

CURRENT FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC
Single dwelling
Secondary structure

GOVERNMENT
Post Office

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification:

LATE VICTORIAN
Queen Anne
Gothic Revival
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LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS
Colonial Revival
Tudor Revival

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS
Bungalow/Craftsman

OTHER
I-house

Materials:

FOUNDATION
STONE
CONCRETE

WALLS
BRICK
WOOD: weatherboard
SYNTHETICS
STUCCO

ROOF
METAL: tin
ASPHALT

OTHER
WOOD
BRICK
STONE
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7. SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The village of Paeonian Springs is located in western Loudoun County near Clark’s Gap
between Route 9 (Old Charles Town Pike) and Route 7 (Snickersville Pike) about 4 miles west
of Leesburg. Although the railroad, identified as the “Washington and Ohio Railroad” at that
time, had existed in the area since the 1870s, it was not until 1890 that the community of
Paeonian Springs was founded to take commercial advantage of its strategic location. The
development, which was the brainchild of John and Theodore Milton of Hamilton, focused
around a natural spring that was marketed for its healing properties. There was a potential for
bottling the spring waters, marketing it to an increasingly health conscious population, and using
the railroad to ship it to Washington. At the same time visitors, wanting to take in the waters and
escape to a cooler climate in the summertime could travel to Paeonian Springs by railroad from
the nation’s capital. The community thrived for only about thirty years, after which strict federal
regulations concerning the safety and ingredients of bottled spring water and the advent of the
automobile, led to a serious decline in the village’s commercial activities and residential
popularity. Although the train station no longer stands and the railroad line has been converted to
a linear bike path, many of the architectural resources from the village during its heyday survive
and represent the town during the late 19" and early 20™ centuries.

Although Paeonian Springs has no official limits, the boundaries of the district have been drawn
to include the area south of the Old Charles Town Pike around the junction of Simpson Circle
and the former Washington and Old Dominion Railroad line south to a point north of Route 7.
This area, which contains approximately 47 acres, includes 35 properties and retains a village
setting with 60 contributing resources. More remote rural areas surrounding Paeonian Springs
are not included in the district boundaries. The 22 noncontributing resources are primarily
outbuildings, but the district also includes some dwellings dating to the 1960s that are fairly
unobtrusive.

The majority of resources in the district are dwellings ranging in date from circa 1880 to 1910
and include examples of the Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, Gothic Revival, Tudor Revival, and
Craftsman/Bungalow styles as well as more regionally popular vernacular forms. Some
properties include historic outbuildings such as sheds, garages, meat houses, and chicken coops.
Two properties maintain historic barns. The district also includes several former commercial
buildings, two former boardinghouses, a former school and private academy, the former water
bottling plant, as well as the former public springhouse and spring site.

Section 7  Page 4

Surrounded by large farms, and now modern development, the village of Paeonian Springs for
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many years functioned as a commercial center for this rural area. The stores have now closed,
but the community still maintains its post office. The collection of buildings included within the
district has high architectural integrity, and although the train tracks have been replaced with a
bike path, the historical character of the village is still retained by its fairly intact collection of
late-19™- and early-20"-century commercial and residential buildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The village of Paeonian Springs was laid out as a resort town in the 1890s by land speculators
who wanted to take advantage of its prominent location along the railroad line, and at the
intersection of Route 9 (present day Old Charles Town Road) and Clark’s Gap Road, two major
thoroughfares. Because of this strategic location, which was also just north of the Snickersville
Pike (Route 7), as well as a bountiful natural spring that could be marketed for its healing
properties, the village of Paeonian Springs developed. The community thrived for only about
thirty years, and by the 1920s began to decline. Since then, the village has taken on the
characteristics of a small rural village with primarily residential buildings. Although the schools,
hotels, stores, and bottling plant have closed, the buildings are still standing and have been
adapted to new uses. In the 1980s, the train tracks were removed and the right-of-way paved to
accommodate a bike path that extends from Purcellville to Alexandria. Nonetheless, the
community is well-preserved and maintains many of the significant buildings that help to tell the
story of its history.

The historic resources in the Paeonian Springs Historic District illustrate the story of the
community’s development over a period of more than 65 years. The majority of resources date
to the late 19" and early 20" centuries when the village first developed. The majority of the
buildings are vernacular in nature but several demonstrate characteristics of popular architectural
styles of the period including the Folk Victorian, Colonial Revival, Gothic Revival, Tudor
Revival, Queen Anne, and Craftsman styles.

Although it is believed that one of the dwellings (Chanbourne [053-5072-0028]) in the district
has a core that dates to the mid-19™ century, nearly forty years before the growth of the village
itself, it was greatly enlarged ca. 1890 and is characteristic of that later period. Another early
resource in the Paeonian Springs Historic District is Buckhill 111 [053-5001; 053-5072-0032],
constructed ca. 1883 by Theodore Milton and his wife, Lydia. Milton was the original promoter
Section 7 Page 5

and a founding partner of the Paeonian Springs Company, which was formed in 1890 to develop
the village as a resort town and market its waters. The property is located at the southern edge of
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the district, at the top of a hill off the east side of Simpson Circle. The nicely landscaped yard
features stone gateposts, a circular driveway, and mature trees and bushes. The two-story, two-
bay, cross-gable-roofed frame dwelling exhibits elements of the Tudor Revival style, a popular
architectural style of the period. The front has a prominent cross gable with a smaller gabled
dormer above the entrance. The first-floor exterior walls are clad in German-lap siding while
wood shingles are used in the upper levels and the dormer. The bottom edge of the shingles is
flared and rests above a wooden belt course that separates the two siding materials. The double-
hung wood windows have six-over-six- and paired one-over-one sashes and batten wooden
shutters, and the large central brick chimney has a corbelled cap. Resting on a stone foundation,
the north side of the house has a projecting two-story polygonal bay and a central-cross-gable
with attic window. The Colonial Revival-style doorway with fourteen-light transom and three-
light sidelights is somewhat unusual and features Doric pilasters and a denticulated cornice. A
one-story gabled wing extends to the south and appears to have been constructed in the mid-20™
century. A frame, hip-roofed meat house is located in the back yard, as well as a gable-roofed
building with side lean-to bays that appears to have originally been a carriage house that was
later converted into a garage.

Across the street from Buckhill 111 is another high-style dwelling in Paeonian Springs. Located at
17115 Simpson Circle, this fine Gothic Revival-style frame dwelling was constructed ca. 1895.
Currently the property encompasses the main dwelling with its associated outbuildings as well as
a property across Simpson Circle that was once the Workhorse Museum, but is outside the
district boundaries because the outbuildings are modern. The main house, which is located on the
west side of Simpson Circle, has a well-landscaped yard with mature trees, a wrought iron fence,
a fine 1 ¥-story, cross-gabled garage that may have once been a barn, and a pool and tennis
court in the rear yard. The 1 %-story, frame dwelling is clad in German-lap siding with wood
shingles in the gable ends of the half story. The steeply pitched gable roof has steep cross gables
and is clad in asphalt shingle. Some of the two-over-two-, one-over-one-, and multi-light over
one-sash windows have pointed arches. Other elements adding visual interest include
pedimented dormers, a projecting full-height polygonal bay on the south end, a screened-in
wraparound front porch with Tuscan columns, and a three-story turret on the southwest corner.

Several dwellings in addition to hotels and a bottling plant were constructed in Paeonian Springs
during the 1890s, following the establishment of the Paeonian Springs Company. Although
Section 7 Page 6

approximately 180 lots were laid out in the village, only a handful were actually built upon. At
the center of the community was the plant that bottled the Paeonian Springs water, which was
then sold locally or shipped by train to outside markets. This building, which has since been
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converted into a dwelling, is located at 17026 Simpson Circle [053-5072-0035]. The large
sloping lot is off the east side of Simpson Circle and backs up to Highland Circle. Behind the
building is a brick cistern that dates to the period that the building operated as a bottling plant.
Although added to and now used as a dwelling, the northeast portion of this building is still
identifiable as a late-19™-century structure. The rear of the two-story house reveals a gabled roof
clad in standing-seam metal, overhanging eaves with brackets, a stone foundation, and two-over-
two-sash windows. The current front of the dwelling has had some alteration including a one-
story shed-roofed section with a bay window, a modern doorway with transom and sidelights,
and a one-story pedimented portico that wraps around the east side of the original building. A
large, two-story addition to the west was constructed ca. 1990.

The district contains two former hotels or boardinghouses. The earliest of these is located at
16999 Highland Circle and was known as the Vanderventer Inn when constructed in the early
1890s by Addison Clarke VVanderventer [053-5072-0029]. It was later supposedly known as the
Paeonian Hotel. In the late 1940s it was converted into an institutional use and was not
converted back to a dwelling until the late 1990s. Although the large two-story, three-bay, cross-
gable-roofed building was remodeled in the mid-1990s, and given replacement windows, siding,
and roofing, it still retains many of its character-defining features, including the multi-light
transom and sidelights around the front door, gable-end returns, overhanging eaves, rear two-
story ell, and a thirteen-bay wraparound porch with turned spindles. Several interesting
outbuildings are located in the rear yard, including a small frame, gable-roofed building moved
to this location that the current owners believe to be the original Paeonian Springs Post Office.

The other surviving former boardinghouse in the district is located at 39959 Catoctin Ridge
Street [053-5072-0005] and was constructed circa 1905 by A. G. Curry. Located on the south
side of Charles Town Pike, and the east side of Catoctin Ridge Road, the property is now used
for commercial purposes, and was renovated sometime in the late 20" century. The imposing 2
Y-story, Folk Victorian-style frame building features a standing-seam-metal gabled roof with a
steeply-pitched central-front gable with two rectangular attic windows. The building rests on a
stone foundation and is clad in German-lap siding, with corner boards, overhanging eaves, and a
plain frieze. The original chimney is missing but the fifteen-light transom and three-light
sidelights around the door appear original, as does the rear two-story ell. The thirteen-bay
Section 7  Page 7

wraparound porch with turned posts and plain pickets is modern.

The majority of dwellings from the late 19" and early 20™ centuries in Paeonian Springs are
vernacular. They generally follow established local forms such as I-houses or side-passage-plan
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dwellings and have architectural embellishments generally limited to the porches, eaves, and
chimneys. A common element found on many of the dwellings in the district is the use of a
central-front gable. Sometimes it is just one part of a more high-style design, while other times it
is the most interesting exterior architectural feature of the building. The Shiflett House [053-
5072-0024], located at 16967 Simpson Circle, was constructed in the early 1890s. It is a two-
story, four-bay, vernacular frame dwelling with an off-center front gable and features two front
doors. The building is clad in asbestos shingle and has a metal roof, gable-end returns, a lunette
attic vent in the front gable, two-over-two-sash windows, and a rear two-story ell with an
enclosed side porch. The shed-roofed three-bay front porch has a central front gable, turned
supports, and a bracketed eave. When constructed, this building served as a dwelling and a
store. This dual usage explains the presence of two front doors on this otherwise popular
vernacular late-19™-century dwelling form.

The house at 16986 Simpson Circle [053-5072-0010] is one of several examEIeS in the district
that have a side-passage plan. Although somewhat remodeled, this early-20"-century vernacular
dwelling still maintains its characteristic steeply-pitched central front gable reminiscent of the
vernacular Gothic Revival style, but with limited other exterior detailing. The two-story, three-
bay, frame dwelling features a standing-seam-metal gable roof, gable-end returns, one-over-one-
sash windows, a stone foundation, an interior brick flue with corbelled cap, vinyl siding, and a
one-bay front porch with square posts. The large rear hip-roofed ell has enclosed side porches,
and entrances on all three exposed sides.

Chanbourne [053-5072-0028], located on a large lot at the southeast corner of the junction of
Simpson Circle and Highland Circle, is another example of a side-passage-plan house with a
central-front gabled roof. A three-board fence runs around the property, which includes a
circular gravel driveway on the north side, stone gateposts with wrought iron gates and an arch
with the property’s name, a brick front walk, and mature trees and bushes. Although the core of
this house is log and dates from the early-to-mid-19" century, it was enlarged and attained its
current appearance in the late 19" century. The earliest portion of this house appears to be the
rear section. The current asymmetrical three-bay front faces north and features a central-front
gable that contains gable-end returns and a circular attic vent. Chanbourne is architecturally
interesting
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because it combines features of the late 19" century with some earlier elements. For example,
the windows in most of the house are two-over-two sash but some have six-over-six sash and the
first-floor front fagade windows are full-height French doors. The house has an exterior-end
stone chimney with a brick stack on the east end, a stone foundation, a single transom over the
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front door, weatherboard siding, louvered wooden shutters, and a three-bay front porch with
chamfered posts and plain pickets. A rear two-story ell with paired cross-gabled wings extends
to the east, with a one-story wing with an off-center exterior-end stone chimney with a brick
stack and a side lean-to addition extending off of it to the south. A modern one-story, hip-roofed
addition with an exterior-end brick chimney extends off the west side of the front section of the
house. The house is a well-preserved example of the expansion of a mid-19"-century vernacular
dwelling throughout several periods.

In the rear yard is a mid-20"-century frame garage with weatherboard siding, a standing-seam-
metal gable roof, sliding doors, and a vented rectangular cupola. The more significant
outbuilding is the large springhouse that dates to the late 19" century and was the sight where
water was collected to be bottled and sold under the Paeonian Springs Company. The frame 1 %-
story building sits on a stone foundation and is clad in German-lap siding. It features gable-end
returns, an eight-light attic window, a low cupola vent, a side porch, and a rear lean-to wing.

Across Simpson Circle from Chanbourne is a gable-roofed frame gazebo-like structure that
sheltered the community spring during a period in the early-to-mid-20th century [053-5072-
0027]. It was supposedly constructed by Fannie Meek who lived across the street at Chanbourne
S0 as to keep visitors away from the springhouse near her house. The bottom half of the small
one-story, post-constructed building is enclosed with modern lattice. The roof is clad in pressed
tin shingles and has deeply overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends. The structure, which is
no longer used, shelters the spring that was accessible by a set of concrete steps that are still
visible.

The house at 16916 Berry Bramble Lane [053-5072-0012] was constructed in 1909 and also
features a central-front gable and some Victorian detailing, but has a central-passage plan.
Sitting on a triangular lot fronting on Berry Bramble Lane and Simpson Circle, the property
backs up to Route 9. The yard has a wrought iron fence along the front and mature trees and
bushes and outbuildings in the side and rear yards. One of the best preserved Late Victorian
dwellings in the community of Paeonian Springs, the two-story, three-bay frame building, is clad
in weatherboard siding and features a standing-seam metal gabled roof with steeply-pitched
central-front gable

Section 7 Page 9

that contains a four-light attic window and wood shingles. The house rests on a stone foundation
and features two-over-two-sash windows, a central brick flue, and a rear two-story ell that was
added ca. 1913. The three-bay front porch has chamfered posts with sawn brackets. The house at
16940 Simpson Circle [053-5072-0017] is another example that is similar in form but has been
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somewhat remodeled during the late 20" century.

The district contains a few examples of a vernacular hall-parlor-plan dwelling, another common
local architectural form of the period. The well-preserved house at 16920 Simpson Circle [053-
5072-0018] is a two-story, three-bay, stuccoed frame dwelling constructed ca. 1900. The gable
roof is clad in standing-seam metal and the house features six-over-six-sash windows, a stone
foundation, gable-end returns, interior-end brick flues, a four-light attic window in the gable end,
a rear two-story ell with interior-end flue, and a three-bay front porch with chamfered posts and
plain pickets

The house at 17054 Highland Circle [053-5072-0031] is an interesting ca. 1900 vernacular
dwelling that has been added to on several occasions but is still representative of the era when it
was first constructed. The center portion of this long dwelling was constructed first and it
appears the matching right three bays were added soon after. Both sections, which are frame
construction clad in German-Ilap siding, rest on stone foundations, and have standing-seam metal
gabled roofs with gabled dormers. The large house includes brick chimneys, full-length one-
over-one windows on the first floor, two-over-two sash on the second floor and in the dormers,
overhanging eaves, gable-end returns, corner boards, and a rear two-story ell that was
constructed in at least two sections. The original front door has been made into a window so
there are no door openings on the front of the original sections. The current front door is now
through a one-story modern wing that extends to the east.

Dwellings continued to be built in Paeonian Springs in the first quarter of the 20™ century, with
the Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, and Bungalow styles, as well as the more common
vernacular forms still being used. Approximately a dozen dwellings in the district date to this
time period. These include several examples of the Colonial Revival style, a number of which
are on Catoctin Ridge Street. The largest of these is the Tavenner House at 39960 Catoctin Ridge
Street, which was constructed in 1904 [053-5072-0004]. Fronting Catoctin Ridge Road, the
house sits on a large lot that extends back to Charles Town Pike. A privet hedge is located along
the front, and a brick walk leads to the front entrance. The large 2 ¥%-story, three-bay, dwelling is
of frame construction clad in weatherboard siding with a gable roof that contains two
pedimented dormers
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and a central brick chimney. The house rests on a random rubble stone foundation and has single
and paired one-over-one-sash windows with louvered wooden shutters, overhanging eaves,
gable-end returns, capped corner boards, a plain frieze, and an enclosed rear porch. The three-
bay front porch has Tuscan columns as supports and plain pickets and protects the front door
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with a single transom. The interior of the side-passage-plan dwelling contains fine carved
woodwork that is naturally finished and includes original mantels, overmantels, stairs, trim, and
flooring. Outbuildings include a frame meat house clad in vertical wood siding with a gable roof
clad in asphalt shingles. The building rests on a raised stone foundation that functions as a root
cellar. The mid-1950s concrete block garage was constructed on the site of the original grocery
store run by Charles Tavenner, who lived in the house. It was torn down in the 1940s and
replaced with the present gable-roofed building.

The houses at 39918 [053-5072-0002] and 39924 [053-5072-0003] Catoctin Ridge Street are two
other good examples of the Colonial Revival style in the district. Both were constructed in the
early 1900s, but the house at 39918 is 2 Y2-stories in height and much larger than the one next
door at 39924. It is a three-bay, frame dwelling clad in German-lap siding that rests on a random
rubble stone foundation. The hipped roof is clad in asphalt shingle and features front and side
hipped dormers with paired single-sash windows and wood shingles as siding. Other details
include a central interior brick chimney, a three-light transom over the door, one-over-one
windows, a cutaway bay on the first floor beneath the porch, and a six-bay wraparound porch
with Tuscan columns and plain pickets. The house combines elements of the Colonial Revival
with an American Foursquare form. The 1 %-story house at 39925 Catoctin Ridge Street [053-
5072-0003] is a well-preserved example of a Colonial Revival-style cottage that dates to the
early 20" century. The three-bay frame building is clad in German-lap siding and the gabled
roof, covered in asphalt shingle, contains two gabled dormers that are located above the integral
three-bay front porch. The porch has Tuscan columns as supports and a plain balustrade. The
rear roof line has a shed-roofed dormer with three windows. The house rests on a stone
foundation, and features overhanging eaves, single and paired six-over-one windows, sidelights
around the front door, wood shingles in the gable ends, and an enclosed rear porch. The property
also includes a fairly large one-story, gable-end frame outbuilding.

The 2 Y-story house at 16908 Simpson Circle [053-5072-0011] is a hip-roofed three-bay
dwelling that also demonstrates detailing of the Colonial Revival-style but combined with more
Victorian elements. The well preserved dwelling is clad in German-Ilap siding, with a standing-
seam-metal roof, two-over-two-sash windows, an interior brick flue, capped corner boards, a
Section 7 Page 11

front hip-roofed dormer, and overhanging eaves. The three-bay front porch features turned
spindles and sawn brackets. The rear two-story wing is hip-roofed. The property also contains a
gable-roofed garage and a gable-roofed meat house, both from roughly the same early-20"-
century period as the main house.
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Rural Hill [053-5072-0033], located at 17121 Simpson Circle, is a well-preserved, early-20"-
century dwelling that exhibits design elements from the Colonial Revival and the Queen Anne
styles. Constructed in 1905 by John Smith Simpson who founded the Paeonian Springs
Academy, the two-story, five-bay frame dwelling features a complex roof line, sawn and turned
woodwork on the porch, a Palladian attic window, overhanging eaves, gable-end returns, and
German-lap siding. The large house has a two-story, gable-roofed rear ell with similar detailing.
Also included on the four-acre lot is an early-20™-century, gable-roofed frame barn with a
standing-seam-metal roof and vertical wood siding.

Only one example of the Queen Anne style, popular in the region during the first decades of the
20™ century, was identified in the district. The house at 16929 Simpson Circle [053-5072-0016]
sits in a nicely maintained yard with mature trees and bushes and a barn and a meat house/root
cellar located in the rear yard. The two-story, L-shaped frame dwelling is clad in asbestos
shingles and features a cross-gable roof clad in standing-seam metal. One of the few houses that
sits on a brick foundation, the ca. 1910 dwelling features a two-bay front porch with chamfered
posts and sawn brackets, a plain frieze board with end brackets, and several small rear additions.
The projecting two-story polygonal bay with one-over-one-sash windows that is located on the
front cross gable rests on a stone foundation. The chimneys on the house have been removed.

One of the best preserved early-20"-century dwellings in Paeonian Springs is one that draws
from several popular architectural styles. The house at 17042 Highland Circle [053-5072-0030]
uses architectural elements from the Colonial Revival, Gothic Revival, and Queen Anne styles,
all popular during the late 19" and early 20" centuries. Located on a hill overlooking Paeonian
Springs, the corner lot is surrounded by historic American wire fence and is nicely landscaped
with mature bushes and trees. Constructed ca. 1905, the 2 ¥2-story, three-bay frame dwelling has
a hipped roof with a steeply-pitched central-front cross gable, exposed rafter and purlin ends,
overhanging eaves, a decorative vergeboard, a stone foundation, and two central interior brick
chimneys. The house is now covered in aluminum siding, but the paired and single one-over-
one-sash windows, paired attic windows in the central front gable, and three-bay front porch
with turned posts and central-front gable all appear original. A one-story Queen Anne-style
polygonal

Section 7 Page_ 12

bay projects off the south side and a two-story bay of a similar design projects off the north end.
The house has a rear extension, with a two-story polygonal bay, connecting the front of the
house to what was once a detached gable-roofed two-story building that was supposedly once a
school. An early-20™-century barn with board-and-batten siding, a stone foundation, and a gable
roof clad in standing-seam metal is located in the rear yard.
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By the end of the 1910s, construction of dwellings in Paeonian Springs decreased. The houses
within the district that were built after that time tend to be smaller and more modest than the
earlier ones. The house at 16925 Simpson Circle [053-5072-0015] is a one-story, three-bay,
gable-roofed hall-parlor-plan dwelling with a standing-seam-metal gabled roof, a stone
foundation, an exterior-end concrete block flue, one-over-one-sash windows, and overhanging
eaves with exposed rafter and purlin ends and is a good example of a vernacular house from this
period.

The district contains several examples of vernacular Craftsman-style bungalows. The best
example is located at 39933 Catoctin Ridge Street [053-5072-0009]. The 1 Y2-story, three-bay
frame dwelling is a well-preserved representative example of a ca. 1930 vernacular bungalow,
typical of the period. The gable-end house rests on a raised formed concrete foundation and the
exterior walls are covered in German-lap siding. Shed-roofed dormers are located on both sides
of the roof and feature four-light windows. The house has 3/1 windows, a central brick flue with
corbelled cap, overhanging eaves, and a three-bay hip-roofed front porch with Tuscan columns.
A frame, gable-roofed meat house in the rear yard is clad in German-lap siding and has exposed
rafter ends.

Although dwellings are the most common type of buildings that survive in the Paeonian Springs
Historic District, some commercial and institutional buildings are also present. One of the most
significant is the dwelling located at 40463 Charles Town Pike [053-0009; 053-5072-0001] that
was constructed ca. 1903 as the Paeonian Springs Academy. The school was run by John
Simpson and functioned privately until the mid-1910s when it became a public school and was
finally closed around 1930. The building was converted to a residence in the mid-20" century. A
major remodeling was undertaken in 1961 when several of the openings were enclosed and an
addition was made to the kitchen, as well as several interior modifications. Nevertheless, the 1-
story, L-shaped, building still retains many of its character defining features including two front
doors, six-over-six-sash windows, overhanging eaves, a two-bay gabled porch with square posts,
standing-seam-metal roof, limestone foundation and central 1 %2-story mansard-roofed tower
with

Section 7 Page_ 13

pedimented rectangular vent.
During the late 19" and early 20" centuries several stores were in operation in Paeonian Springs,

catering to the tourist trade as well as the local inhabitants. Currently only a handful of these
buildings survive. The former Spinks Mercantile, located at 16905 Simpson Circle [053-5072-
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0014], was constructed ca. 1905, and has been converted into a dwelling. The two-story, hip-
roofed, frame building originally had two-story integral porches on the front that have been
enclosed and incorporated into the rest of the building. The main entrance is now on the side of
the building. The building has a metal roof, stone foundation, overhanging eaves, German-lap
siding, a side shed-roofed porch, and two-over-two- and six-over-six-sash windows.

The current Paeonian Springs Post Office, located along Simpson Circle near the former railroad
[053-5072-0019], was constructed in 1930 as Reed’s Store and also housed the post office. The
Reeds added the dwelling that is attached to the south in 1950 for use as their home. The
building is an interesting example of an early-20"-century commercial building with a slightly
later attached dwelling.

By the 1920s Paeonian Springs began to see a decline in growth directly linked to an economic
downturn. The Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906 made suspect many of the health claims of the
waters. The end of passenger rail service to the village in the late 1930s, as well as the closure of
the public school in the community also contributed to its decline. Few new buildings were
constructed in the district during this period. The house at 16962 Simpson Circle [053-5072-
0020], is a 1 ¥2-story, cross-gable-roofed, T-shaped vernacular cottage that appears to have been
constructed ca. 1930. This well-maintained dwelling is representative of the cottage-style forms
that were fairly typical during the first half of the 20" century. The house at 39943 Catoctin
Ridge Street [053-5072-0008] is another example from this time period.

It was not until the post-World War 11 building boom that occurred throughout the region that
more dwellings were constructed. The district contains several examples of historic dwellings
from that period including the house at 16946 Highland Circle [053-5072-0021], a one-story,
cross-gabled vernacular frame dwelling, and the house at 16900 Simpson Circle [053-5072-
0013], a one-story concrete block dwelling typical of Minimal Ranch houses of the mid-20"
century. Several houses in the center of the district date to the early 1960s and are generally
one-story, gable-roofed frame dwellings.

Section __7and Inventory _ Page 14

Although not the bustling commercial center it was during the late 19" and early 20" centuries,
Paeonian Springs is still a vibrant residential community with a great appreciation of its history.
The railroad tracks were removed in the 1980s and the right-of-way paved in order to
accommodate a regional bike/hiking path. The passenger shelter that is sited on the south side of
the former W&OD rail lines was moved to this site from Clark’s Gap, and although it uses
historic materials, the shelter is not a historic feature of the district. In addition, just to the south
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along Simpson Circle is a marker that was placed near the site of the original train station in
1990 by the Paeonian Springs Council in celebration of the 100" anniversary of the founding of
Paeonian Springs [053-5072-0026]. The streetscape in the Paeonian Springs Historic District is
still intact as are many of its historic buildings. They illustrate the growth and development of
the community from the late 19" century to modern times. Of the 81 resources in the district, 60
are contributing. The noncontributing elements are mainly outbuildings with a few modern
dwellings that do not detract from the historic character of the district.

PAEONIAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY

NOTES ON FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION OF INVENTORY::
The properties are listed numerically by street address. All resources are contributing unless
otherwise noted in bold and are keyed to the map in regular order.

Berry Bramble Lane

16916 Berry Bramble Lane  053-5072-0012

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Late Victorian, 1909
This well-preserved Folk Victorian-style dwelling was constructed in 1909. The 2-story, 3-bay
frame building rests on a stone foundation and features weatherboard siding, a standing-seam
metal gabled roof, 2/2-sash windows, a central brick flue, and a rear 2-story ell that was
constructed ca. 1913. The central front gable contains a 4-light window and wood shingles and
the 3-bay front porch has chamfered post supports with sawn brackets.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Privy Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing
Section __Inventory __ Page 15

Catoctin Ridge Street

39924 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0003

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.5, Style: Colonial Revival, ca. 1910
This 1 ¥%-story, 3-bay, Colonial Revival-style cottage appears to have been constructed ca. 1910.
The frame building is clad in German-lap siding and the gabled roof is covered in asphalt
shingle. Two gabled dormers are located in the front roof line, above the integral 3-bay front
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porch, which has Tuscan columns and a plain balustrade. The rear roof line has a shed-roofed
dormer with three windows. Other details include a stone foundation, overhanging eaves, single
and paired 6/1 windows, sidelights around the front door, basement entry on the east side, wood
shingles in the gable ends, and an enclosed rear porch.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing

39918 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0002
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.5, Style: Other, ca 1905
Constructed ca. 1905, this 2 ¥2-story, 3-bay, vernacular dwelling is a modified American
Foursquare form. The frame building is clad in German-lap siding and rests on a random rubble
stone foundation. The hipped roof is clad in asphalt shingle and features front and side hipped
dormers with paired 1 x1 windows and wood shingles as siding. Architectural details include a
central interior brick chimney, a 3-light transom over door, 1/1 windows, a 6-bay wraparound
porch with Tuscan columns and plain pickets, and a cutaway bay on the first floor beneath the
porch.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

39933 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0009

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.5, Style: Bungalow/Craftsman, ca
1930

Constructed ca. 1930, this 1 %-story, 3-bay frame dwelling is an example of a Craftsman
Bungalow, typical of the period. The gable-end house rests on a raised formed concrete
foundation and is covered in German-lap siding. Shed-roofed dormers are located on both sides
of the roof and feature 4-light windows. Other details include: 3/1 windows, an enclosed rear
porch with modern deck, central brick flue with corbelled cap, basement windows, overhanging
eaves, and a 3-bay hip-roofed front porch with Tuscan columns.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
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Individual Resource Status: Meat house Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing

39943 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0008

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1950
Constructed ca. 1950, this 1-story, 3-bay, gable-roofed vernacular dwelling is of concrete block
construction which has been stuccoed/parged. Details include 6/6-sash wood windows, v-crimp
metal roofing, Masonite siding in the gable ends, a 1-bay pedimented front porch with turned
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posts, a rear gable wing, and a side wing connected to the main block by an enclosed frame
breezeway.
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

39947 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0007

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1910

This 1-story, 3-bay, vernacular frame dwelling was constructed ca. 1910. It features a gable roof

clad in v-crimp metal, a central brick chimney, modern aluminum siding, modern 1/1-sash

windows, a side 3-bay shed-roofed wing added in 1947 and a rear lean-to added in the 1950s.
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

39951 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0006
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1, Style: Other, 1964
This 1-story, 4-bay, vernacular dwelling was constructed in 1964 and features an exterior-end
brick chimney and a pedimented front porch. The building, clad in Masonite siding, was
expanded by one bay in 1974.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Non-Contributing

39959 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0005

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.5, Style: Other, ca 1900

This 2 ¥%-story, 3-bay, Folk Victorian-style frame dwelling appears to have been constructed ca.
1900 and because of its large size, suggests that it was probably once a boardinghouse. The
building, which is now used for commercial purposes, features a standing-seam metal gabled
roof with a steeply-pitched central front gable with 2 rectangular attic windows. The building
rests on a stone foundation and is clad in German-lap siding, with corner boards, overhanging
eaves, and a plain frieze. The original chimney is missing but the 5-light transom and 3-light
sidelights around the door appear original, as doest the rear 2-story ell. The building has a
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modern 13-bay wraparound porch with turned posts and plain pickets as well as modern vinyl
8/8 windows, and a handicap ramp to the rear ell.
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

39960 Catoctin Ridge Street  053-5072-0004

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.5, Style: Colonial Revival, ca. 1899
Constructed ca. 1899, this large 2 ¥2-story, 3-bay, Colonial Revival-style frame dwelling is clad
in weatherboard siding and rests on a random rubble stone foundation. The gabled roof, clad in
asphalt shingle, features 2 pedimented dormers with fluted trim and a central brick chimney.
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Other details include: single and paired 1/1-sash windows with louvered wooden shutters; a
single transom over the front door; overhanging eaves; gable-end returns; capped corner boards;
a plain frieze, an enclosed rear porch; and a 3-bay front porch with Tuscan columns and plain
pickets. Part of the interior of the house was examined and contains fine carved woodwork that
is naturally finished. This includes mantels and overmantels, stairs, trim, and flooring.

Individual Resource Status: Smoke/Meat House Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing

Charles Town Pike

40463 Charles Town Pike  053-0009 Other DHR Id #: 053-5072-0001
Primary Resource Information: School, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1903

Constructed ca. 1903, this former school was later converted into a dwelling. A previous survey
form (Lewis, 1979) indicates that a major remodeling was undertaken in 1961. Some of the
openings were enclosed and an addition was made to the kitchen, as well as several interior
modifications. The building is of frame construction clad in vinyl siding with a gable roof of
standing-seam metal, a limestone foundation, an exterior brick chimney on the south end, an
exterior brick flue on the north end, and a central 1 ¥2-story mansard-roofed tower with
pedimented rectangular vents. The L-shaped, 1-story, 5-bay building features two front doors,
6/6-sash windows, overhanging eaves, a transom over the front door, a 2-bay gabled porch with
square posts, and shed-roofed wings off the rear wing.

Individual Resource Status: School Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Garage Non-Contributing
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Highland Circle

16946 Highland Circle  053-5072-0021
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1948
This 1-story, cross-gable-roofed vernacular frame dwelling was constructed ca. 1948. It is clad in
asbestos shingle and features an exterior-end concrete block chimney with brick cap, 3-bay front
porch with square posts and plain pickets, 1/1 windows with batten shutters, and an enclosed rear
porch.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing
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16999 Highland Circle  053-5072-0029

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1892
Constructed ca. 1892, this large 2-story, 3-bay, cross-gable-roofed vernacular dwelling was
remodeled ca. 1995. The building features new 9/9 windows, a new Palladian window in the
front gable end and 2 in the cross gable ends, a multi-light bay window in the 2"-floor central
bay, vinyl siding, and asphalt shingle roofing. Some original features include the multi-light
transom and sidelights around the front door, gable-end returns, overhanging eaves, rear 2-story
ell, and the 13-bay wraparound porch with turned spindles.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Garage Non-Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Chicken coop Non-Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Playhouse Non-Contributing

17042 Highland Circle  053-5072-0030

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.5, Style: Mixed (more than 3
styles from different periods), ca 1905

Constructed ca. 1905, this house draws architectural elements from the Colonial Revival, Gothic
Revival and Queen Anne styles, all popular during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The 2
Y-story, 3-bay frame dwelling has a hipped roof with a steeply-pitched central-front cross gable,
exposed rafter and purlin ends, overhanging eaves, decorative vergeboard, stone foundation, 2
central interior brick chimneys, aluminum siding, paired and single 1/1-sash windows, paired
attic windows in the central front gable, and a 3-bay front porch with turned posts, and a central
front gable. The south side has a projecting 1-story Queen Anne-style bay. The north end has a
Section __Inventory  Page 19

2-story bay of similar design that appears to have been a later addition. The house has a rear
extension, with a 2-story polygonal bay, connecting the front of the house to what was once a
detached gable-roofed 2-story building that was supposedly originally a school.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Barn Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Garage Non-Contributing

17054 Highland Circle  053-5072-0031

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.5, Style: Other, ca 1900

The center portion of this long dwelling appears to have been constructed first, ca. 1900. The
right 3 bays appear to have been added soon after. Both sections are frame construction clad in
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German-lap siding, and sit on stone foundations, and have standing-seam metal gabled roofs
with gabled dormers. Details include: full-length 1/1 windows on the first floor; 2/2-sash on the
second floor and in the dormer; overhanging eaves; gable-end returns; corner boards; exterior-
end brick chimney; interior-end brick chimney; and a rear 2-story ell that was constructed in at
least two sections. The original front door has been made into a window so there are no door
openings on the front of the original sections. The current front door is now through a 1-story 1-
bay breezeway that attaches the historic portion of the house to a mid-20th-century 1-story,
gable-roofed wing with exterior-end brick chimney that extends to the east.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing

Simpson Circle

Simpson Circle  053-5072-0026 Other DHR Id #: 053-0276
Primary Resource Information: Shelter, This passenger shelter that is sited on the south side of
the former W&OD rail lines, now a bike path and part of the Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority, was moved to this site from Clark’s Gap. The original Paeonian Springs train station
burned in 1941. This small gable-roofed hand-hewn timber shelter sits on a cement slab and has
been heavily rebuilt and therefore lacks historical integrity.

Individual Resource Status: Shelter Non-Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Other Non-Contributing

Simpson Circle  053-5072-0027
Section __Inventory __ Page 20

Primary Resource Information: Gazebo,
This gable-roofed frame gazebo-like structure appears to have been constructed in the 1920s. It
is a small 1-story, post-constructed building. The bottom half of the 2 side bays as well as the
end bays are enclosed with modern lattice. The roof is clad in pressed tin shingles and has deeply
overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends. The structure shelters a spring and concrete steps
that led down to the water are visible. The building is no longer in use.

Individual Resource Status: Gazebo Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Original Spring Site Contributing

16896 Simpson Circle  053-5072-0010
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1910
Constructed, ca. 1910, this 2-story, 3-bay, side passage-plan frame dwelling features a standing-
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seam metal gable roof with a steeply-pitched central front gable with gable-end returns, 1/1-sash
windows, a stone foundation, an interior brick flue with corbelled cap, vinyl siding, and a 1-bay
front porch with square posts. The large rear hip-roofed ell has enclosed side porches, and
entrances on all three exposed sides.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Chicken coop Contributing

16900 Simpson Circle  053-5072-0013
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1950
This 1-story, 3-bay, gable-roofed, concrete block dwelling was constructed in 1950. The building
features an asphalt shingle roof, 1/1-sash windows, weatherboard in the gable ends, and an
exterior-end concrete block chimney, a side stoop, and basement windows.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Privy Contributing

16905 Simpson Circle  053-5072-0014
Primary Resource Information: Commerce/Trade, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca. 1905
This 2-story, frame building was constructed as a store ca. 1905. It has recently been renovated
and the 2-story integral porches on the front hip-roofed end have been enclosed and incorporated
into the rest of the building. The main entrance is now on the side of the building. Architectural
details include a stone foundation, overhanging eaves, a new copper roof, German-lap siding, 2/2
and 6/6-sash windows, and a side shed-roofed porch.

Individual Resource Status: Mixed:Commerce/Domestic  Contributing

Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing
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16908 Simpson Circle  053-5072-0011

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 3, Style: Other, ca 1910

This ca. 1910, 2 ¥%-story, 3-bay, hip-roofed vernacular frame dwelling is well preserved. Clad in
German-lap siding, it has a standing-seam metal roof, a front hipped dormer, 2/2-sash windows,
interior brick flue; capped corner boards, overhanging eaves, and a 3-bay hip-roofed front porch
with turned spindles and brackets. The rear 2-story wing is also hip-roofed and contains a side
2nd-story bathroom addition above a one-story porch off the rear of the front section.

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Meathouse Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing

16920 Simpson Circle  053-5072-0018
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Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2, Style: Other, ca 1900
This 2-story, 3-bay, early-20th-century, frame, hall-parlor-plan dwelling is clad in stucco with a
standing-seam metal gable roof. Architectural details include 6/6-sash windows, a stone
foundation, gable-end returns, interior-end brick flues, 4-light attic window in gable end, rear 2-
story ell with interior-end flue, and 3-bay front porch with chamfered posts and plain pickets.
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing
Individual Resource Status: Shed Contributing

16925 Simpson Circle  053-5072-0015
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1, Style: Other, ca 1920
This fairly small, 1-story, 3-bay, frame cottage is clad in asbestos shingle and appears to have
been constructed ca. 1920. Archi