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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kennedy-Wade Mill is set among the gently rolling hills of Rockbridge County
near Hays Creek. Three walls of the two lower stories of the three-story, irregularly
fenestrated, gable-roofed building are built of course rubble limestone, while the
remaindexr of the building is framed with board-and-batten siding. There are a door and
a window in each of the stone sides, while the long framed side accommodates the Fitz~
type overshot iron mill wheel and a small framed office cantilevered off the south side
at second-floor level.

There is a single open space in each of the three floors. The earliest equipment=--
the buhr for grinding corn meal and buckwheat--dates from a rebuilding in the third
quarter of the 19th century, in which the mill took its present form. The remainder of the
belt-driven machinery--for processing flour--was installed early in this century. It
includes, on the first floor, a delivery bin, filter, the water wheel mechanism and a
gasoline engine used in recent years when the water flow was insufficient. The second
floor houses the buhrs, Salem (Va.) Machine Works rollers, the office, and a small corner
fireplace. On the third floor are storage bins, a grader and separator (by Prinz and
Rau Manufacturing Co., Milwaukee), a dresser made by Cane Manufacturing Co., and
elevators. On the fourth (attic) floor are a receiving separator, made by S. Howes Co.
of Silver Creek, N. Y., and a Cane Manufacturing Co. Rotary Scalper. Notable structural
features on this level include the original hoist, which is still in operating condition,
and the principal rafter roof, which is rarely found in buildings erected after the
first quarter of the 19th century.

A portion of the iron conduit race survives.

The register boundaries have been kept to a minimum. No early outbuildings are
likely to have existed, and the hlstorlcal mill lot boundaries included only 1%

3 3/4 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Of the supportive industries required by the agrarian society in 19th- and 20th-
century western Virginia, the grist mill was the most essential. The Kennedy-Wade
Mill, near Brownsburg, stands as the most complete, operable example of such a mill in
Rockbridge County. The interesting collection of machinery is of significance from the
standpoint of industrial archaeology. The stone portion of the structure may have been
built in the early years of the 19th century by Andrew Kennedy, while the board-and-
batten upper story was added after a fire in 1873,

Andrew Kennedy was a substantial landowner in the county and apparently acquired
the tract of land upon which the present building stands in 1799. The first mention of
a mill there dates from 1811, when Kennedy gave his son William one-half interest in the
business., Six years later, William Kennedy was given the other half interest. An 1845
division of William Kennedy's estate shows a mill lot of 3 3/4 acres held jointly by
his heirs, who sold it the next year to Henry B. Jones for $1200. 1In 1867 Jones sold
the property to Samuel A. Tanksley for $4000. Tanksley owned the mill until the mid-
1870's. It was near the end of his tenure that the building burned and was rebuilt.
At about the same time, the business came into the possession of one Robertson or Robinson
and became known as Robinson's Mill.

Since the early years of this century, the mill has been owned by the Wade family,
who installed the modern roller milling machinery soon after they acquired it.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property belng nomlnated comprlses approxmately one square acre with approximately
215 feet fronting on the W side of State Route 606 just W of the intersection of said
route with Otts Creek.
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