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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On Mulberry Hill, one mile north of Lexington, stands the sole above ground ruin
of Liberty Hall Academy, the precursor of Washington and Lee University.

Seven buildings are known to have existed on the Mulberry Hill campus between 1783
and 1803, Specific dimensions for three of the buildings are stated in historical
records: a rector's house, 25 feet by 20 feet; a smokehouse, 12 feet square; and
a school house, 24 feet by 16 feet. A fourth edifice, the stewards house, is known
to have been built with brick made on the campus. Two school buildings, predating
the building now in ruins, had been constructed and subsequently destroyed on this
campus. A barn was constructed in 1801 prior to the move to Lexington. Records
identify a spring 100 yards north of the school building as the water source for
Liberty Hall Academy. ’ :

The third school building, 30 feet by 38 feet in the clear, was gutted by fire Jan<
uvary 10, 1803 at which point the Board of Trustees decided to relocate the Academy
at Lexington,

In 19231 the University patched the standing ruins and added concrete buttresses to
support the two surviving end walls. Corner fireplaces, four to each floor may be
seen in the standing walls of the ruimn, which tower three stories high.

In 1973 Washington and Lee’University began the research on Liberty Hall and the
surrounding area. A preliminary archeological survey was conducted in 1974 with
follow-up excavations in 1975 and 1976, These excavations have located the lime-
stone walls of a - " building 250 feet east of the school ruins. These
walls define a building 64 feet in length and at least 22 feet wide. A walled
spring was located one hundred and sixty feet north of the excavated building, It
was used into the 20th century.
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The Mulberry Hill campus had several structures besides the succession of school-
houses., In 1789 a house was built for the Rector. Records state that it was a two
story structure, 25 feet by 30 feet, with a stone foundation, brick walls and a roof
of joint shingles. There were two exterior doors and ten windows. .The brick for -
the house was made there on the campus. :

Records also refer to a 1793 contract for the construction of a steward's house,
containing a kitchen, dining room, and dairy; a 12 foot square smokehouse was also
to be built. The last structure to be erected as part of the Hulberry Hill campus
was a horse stable bu1lt in 1801.

Beyond its historical and architectural significance, Liberty Hall Academy distin-
guished itself in the field of theological education. In 1782 the General Assem-
bly granted the Academy a charter, the first given to a school by the State of
Virginia. In 1789 the Rev. William Graham formed a small class of students whom -
he trained systematically in theology.  This JOlntly sponsored class in theology
is one of Amerlca s first theological schools in connectlon with a college.

: Although Alumni of leerty Hall Academy include several_oollege,presidents, noted
theologians and government officials, probably the most colorful individual as-
sociated with Liberty Hall was William Graham. A conservative theologian, he was
a tireless spokesman during the Great Revival controversy of 1799 - 1810,

During Graham's term of service the Bodrd of Trustees appealed to George Washing-
ton to donate a large block of James River Canal Company stock which the Legis-
lature had voted to give him in recognition of his services and which Washington
wanted to give to an educational institution in the upper country. Washington
elected to do so in 1796,

In gratitude the name of the school was changed to Washington Academy in 1798.
In 1804, subsequent to the 1803 burning of the school building, the Academy was
moved to Lexington. Later, in 1813, the name Washington Academy was changed to
WWashington College. It in turn was changed to Washington and Lee University
after the Civil War.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, true to their traditional belief in education through
church supported schools, established an' educational institution, Augusta Academy,
under the direction of Robert Alexander, in 1749, The school was located at New
Providence, near Greenville, in Augusta County, Virginia. It was the first facil-
ity of its kind in Virginia west of the Blue Ridge. Alexander was succeeded by
the Rev. John Brown, pastor of the local church, who moved the school to Mount
Pleasant, near Fairfield, in what is now Rockbridge County.

On May 6, 1776, the Hanover Presbytery assumed full responsibility for Augusta
Academy and moved its location to Timber Ridge, six miles northeast of Lexington.
That same year the Presbytery renamed the school Liberty Hall in keeping with the
patriotic sentiments of the time. They chose the Rev. William Graham as its prin-
cipal, who served in that capacity for thirty years.

In 1780 the Revolutionary War forced the closing of the school. Graham moved the
library and scientific apparatus of Liberty Hall into his dwelling at hisj farm on
the Maury River near Lexington. He taught several pupils there until 1782 when
Liberty Hall Academy was officially reopened by the Board of Trustees. At that
time Graham and two of his neighbors, Joseph Walker and William Alexander, donated
100 acres of land at a point where their farms converged. This location was known
as lulberry Hill and became the campus for the revived Academy.

The first structure on the Mulberry Hill campus was a one room frame schoolhouse,
which was destroyed by fire early in 1783. In April 1784 the Board of Trustees

~authorized the construction of a new building, to be one story high and to meas-
ure 16 feet by 24 feet. It survived until December 1790, when it too was destroy-
ed by fire.

Classes were held in temporary quarters until a new building could be built. Ad-
ditional land was purchased from Graham to accommodate the new school building and
by autumn of 1793 construction was begun,

This building was constructed of limestone, with a wood shingle roof. It stecod
three stories high and measured 30 feet by 38 feet in the clear. There were four
rooms on each floor, each having its own corner fireplace, providing four corner
chimneys, a rarity considered a significant architectural feature peculiar to that
part of the Valley of Virginia. All of the windows in the building were situated
in the front and back walls, the end walls containing only the fireplaces. The
first floor had four windows froat and back, while the second and third floors had
five per windowed side. In January 1803 this building too was gubted by fire.

The water supply for the school was a spring located approximately 100 yards from
the academy building. It was walled in 1795,
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LAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

 See continuation sheets'#3 and #4

HJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3.7 ACTas
UTM REFERENCES

Al1, 7} |6]13,6]14,2,0] |4,116,317 5,0} B] O N T |
.+ ZONE EASTING NQRTHING - - ZONE EASTING .- - NORTHING

el b o bbb Ll_JIlllLl_l'LlLlLl]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE : . . CODE . COUNTY - : . CODE

1'1 FORM PREPARED BY (2) See contlnuatlon sheet 5—‘:‘1
NAM”T”H) John McDaniel

ORGANIZATION - - ) : : :

Washington and Lee University . 556
STREET & NUMBER . . TELEPHONE
' ! (703) 463-92111 ext. 331
CITY OR TOWN _ ' '
Lexington Vlrglnla 26450

SCISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THiS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ - STATE_ X LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Qfficer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubiic Law 89-865).1

hereby nominate this property for in?usion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

STATE HiSTORIC Pﬁﬁgﬂ ATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Junius R, Fishburne, Jr., Executive Director DATE D&~ ™ 7 rowa

Vlrglnla HLStOI‘lC Landmarks Co'nmlssmn _ _ e ‘-t o O
FORNPS USE ONLY o — — -

{ HEREBY CERTIFY TH

iS ?ROPEHTY {S INCLUDED lN.‘FH-E NAT!ONAL HEGISTER

; : : o DA}'E
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OFAHCHFOLOGY AND HiSTORlC PRESERVATION : Lo o
ATTEST: ) . DATE.

KEEPER OF THE NA!’!ONAL REGiSTEH N

GPO A92.453




CONTINUATION SHEET #3 ITEM #9 PAGE 1

Aull, Edward. Early History of Staunton and Beverly Manor in
Augusta County, Virginia. Birmingham, Ala., 1963.

Boley, Henry. Lexington in 0ld Virginia. Richmond, Va::
Garret and Massie, 1936,

Chalkley, Lyman Augusta County--Chronicles of the Scotch Irish
Settlements, 2 vols. Rosslyn, Va.: The Commonwealth
Printing Company, 1912-13,

Crenshaw, Ollinger. "General Lee's College." 2 vols. Unrevised
Manuscript. Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va.,
1973. '

Durham, North Carolina. Duke University. Account Book of
Liberty Hall Academy, 1782-9,

Durham North Carolina. Duke University. Graham Family Papers.

Foote, William Henry. Sketches of Virginia. 2 vols. Philadelphia:

William S. Martien, 1850.

Gilliam, Frank. Correspondence and papers dealing with the early
sites of Augusta Academy. Given to Dr. John McDaniel,
Washington and Lee Unlver51ty, July, 1875.

lexington, Va. Virginia Military Institute. Records of the
Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia, 1796-1821 (Microfilm.)

Lexington, Va. Washington and Lee University. Minutes of the
Board of Trustees, 1774-1873.

Lexington, Va. Washington and Lee University. Records of the
Board of Trustees, 1774-1930,.

Léxington, Va. Washington and Lee University. Account Book of
Reverend William Graham.

Lexivgton, Va. Washington and Lee University. Rockbridge Historical
Society Archives. TFolder "Washington and Lee." Dpr. Leslie
Lyle Campbell to the Board of Trustees of Washington and Lee
University, 8 October 1949,

Lexington, Va. Washington and Lee University. Scrapbooks of
Margaret and Lucy J. Withrow. 7 vols.

Morton, Oren, A History of Rockbridge County, Virginia. Staunton
Virginia: The McClure Co., 1920.

See Contimmtion Shest #4



CONTINUATION SHEET #4 ITEMEQ PAGE 2

"Reverend William Graham " Vipginia Evangelical Magazine, vol. 4,
1821. '

Richmond Recorder. Richmond, Virginia. 18 January 1803.

Richmond, Virginia. Virginia Historical Society. Scrapbook of
Mary Custis Lee. :

Richmond, Viprginia. Virginia Historical Society. Preston Davie
Collection. Allen Taylor to John Preston, 1 September 178L4.

Rockbridge County, Virginia. . County Clerks Office. Deed Books
A and E.

Rockbridge County, Virginia. County Clerks Offlce. General Index
to Deeds, vol. 1, 1788 1848,

Sprague, William B. Annals of the American Pulpit. 7 vols. New
York: Robert Carter and Bros,, 1858.

‘Tweksbury, D. G. The Founding of Amerlcan Colleges and Universities.
Hamden, Conn:: Anchor Books, 19865,

The Washington and Lee Histdricai‘Papers.r-Ghvols. Baltimore:
" John Murphy Co., 1890.

Waddell, Joseph Addison. Annals of Augusta Countzﬁfron 1726 to 1871.
Bridgewater, Va.:. C, J. Carrier Co., 1858, .

Thompson, farnest Trice. Presbyterians in the South, vol. 1, Richmond 1963: -
John Knox Press. ’ ' ‘ '

Crenshaw, Ollingér. General Lee's College, New York: Random House Inc., 1969




Form No. 10-300a

o m?JNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES . Emmm' g
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM oA
CONTINUATION SHEET #1 {TEM NUMBER 6,lll PAGE 1

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

1957 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C.

11, FORM PREPARED BY

(2} Vva. Research Center for Archaeology ~ Staff
: Wren Kitchen, The College of William and Mary

Williamsburg, Vlrglﬂla 23184

December 7, 1976
804-220-2773




<. Radio Tower
oy WRED

;

Pl

'\“s:;;rit“..‘:"

YN

P NS,
ronewall Jadson
----- _H(,ispj_taif-.; B

W
TGNy

UsGS 7.5' quadrangle (scale: 1:24000)
Lexington, Virginia 1967
LIBERTY HALL SITE, ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY, VA.
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