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This form 1s for use in nominating or requestng determinations for individual properes and disinicts See instructions in How lo Compiete the
National Ragister of Histenc Places Registranon Form wNavonal Register Sulietin 168A4). Complete each tem by marking “x” n the aporopnate box or
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1. Name of Property

historic name ROCKBRIDGE INN

other names/site number VDHR #81-399

2. Location

street & number _N. Side Vallev Road at ict. with S.R. 743 — not far publication N/A
city or town ___Natural Bridge vicinity

sae _ Virginia -oce VA coumyy _ ROCKbridge code 163 71 code 24578

3. StatefFederai Agency Certification

As the gesignated authority uncer (N2 Nationai Fistorie Preservation Act, as amended. | hereby cernfy that this i nominancn |

— reques: for getermination of sicicility meets the documentation standards for regisienng properues in tho Nattonal Registar of

Ristenc Flaces and meets the progcegural ana prafessional requirements set fonh in 38 CFA Pan 60. In my coinmen, the property
meets __ does not meet the Nanonal Fegister criterra. | recommend that this procerty be consicerea sigmiiicant

— nantonally L statewide x ceally [ See continuation sheet for acdittonal comments.)

o SRR VAR,
Slg:':a,u.;re . e Cate 7. -
LA i # el ‘-L—-I‘." P o | F /I 9 / .":-7:_
| _Wirno iatoric Resources )

{ In my oginion, the property |:| meets ™ does not meet the National Register critena. {J See continuznon sheet lor additional
comments.)

Signature A cerifying officialMite Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that the oroperty I1s Signature of the Kesper Date ot Action

L emterec i the Natonat Register
! See conunuation sheet.
| determined eligible for the
Nangnal Regqister
| See continuanon sheet

[ determmed not elgibie for the
Natronai Regrster

|l removed from the National
Regisier

__| other. {explain:}




__Rockbridge Tnnp
Name of Propeny

a%ac.kbﬂ.dge_Cmm_q'_,_vA

unty and State

8. Classification

Ownership ot Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) ~ {Check only one box)
g private Xouilding(s)
_ public-local _ district
i~ public-State — site
— public-Federal — structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter "N/A™ if property is not part of a multicle property listing.}

N/A_

Number of Resources within Property
(D¢ nat include previousTy listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 2 buildings
0 0 sites
0 1 structures
0 0 objects
1 -3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

o

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

— DOMESTIC: single dwelling

DOMESTIC: haotel

Current Functions
{(Enter categories fram instrugtions)

DOME . single dwelli
DOMESTIC: secondary stuctures

7. Description
Architectural Classitication Materials
{(Enter categores from instrucuons) {Enter categories from ingtructions)
MIXED foundation _STONE-
walls __BRICK

Narrative Description

_WOOD: weatherboard .= =
roof METAL
other

(Descnbe the historic and current condition of the property on one or mere continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Siggificance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in ane or more Doxes for the criteria quaifying the property
for National Register fisting. )

x A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant cantribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

. B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

"y C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, perod, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic vaiues, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark “x " in zif the boxes that acply |

Procerty 1s;

— A cwned by a religious institut.on or usea for
reiigious purposes.

B removed from 1ts onginal lczaton.

C a bcinthplace or grave.

—. D a cemetery.

T E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
] F a commemorative property

7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years. -

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance
_{Enter categories from instructions)

_ARCHITECTURE
TRANSPORTATION _ __ .

Period of Significance
1821-1890

Significant Dates

.1821-1823
circa 1841
1880-1890

Significant Person
(Complete it Cenon B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibitography

(Cite the books, articles. and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O pretiminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 87) has been reguested

[ previously listed in the National Register

(J previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a Nationa!l Historic Landmark

(J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

0 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

(X State Historic Preservation Office
(0 Other State agency

{0 Federal agency

0 Local government

(I University

[J Other .

221 Governor St., Richmond, VA 23219
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Name of Property County ana State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property appraox. 1% acres

UTM References
{Place additional UTM referances on a contmnuation sheet )

| | i 1 ! | | | : | |

1 N | H I

11 ] P Z l_ 6} 2 ! g “ 4 I! | | | ! | i 3 i : i ) : . ' , ; | [ '
IZone . Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 R ‘l wl | [ N l ! L | Jf L JI 4 !_ P f | _E_L : I : i I j }

[ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on & continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile __ Dianne and Joseph Pierce, Consultants.

erganization : - date 7/5/94
sireet & number _P.O. Box 899 - telephone _(508) 693-3053
city or town _West Tisbury state _ MA zip code _Q2575

Additional Documentation
Suomit the foilowing itoms with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having iarge acreage or numerous resources.
Photagraphs

Representative black and white photographs cf the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPQO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{(Campiete this item at the request of SHPC or FPO,}

name __Nancy Skidmore
street & number _Route 1 Box 399 ' telephone _(703) 291-1355
city or town ___Natural Bridge state __ VA zip code 24578

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coitected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places lo nominate
propenies for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties. and to amend existing listings. Response o this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the Nationai Historic Preservation Act, as amended {16 U.S.C. 470 et 5eq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form ta the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Mational Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Qffice ot
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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ROCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County., VA

Jockoridze 1an was bul.- cetween 1321 and 1822 bv Jonn lalbraith on
iana that almost ~=r-a.nlv already contained ~other buildings
lncluging a dweloin<., .e TNC-STOry orick nouse nuiit ov Galbraith
funcrioned as 2 GWe. . .o &S wWell as a stasecoach sLOpP and Tavern on
Tne Jallev Eroac. 3 . 3Uusée was added o arounc 1341 with =2
sarge Isur-TocCm ITame .InZ To the north of the original section.
ALTROUEN the groperty 2etariorated steadily over the next foruy
vears., in =wne 1d48uz ne house was remodeied. "The two-story
porcres. the winacws. 2nd some interior detailing such as mantels
and docrs Gdate rocm Snls period. Few changes were made to the
nouse aiier wne ldscus The nouse retains intericr a=taliing from
2ll Taree oI lts mejcr oSuliding campalzns, :inclugcing “ine Federal
mantsls and Tae lanctila2vereas stair. The nouse 25 1T noW eX1sts is
tnz sum of itg approvimatels 80-vear architectural =volution.

Arconltectyural Anaivsis

The earliest conriguraclion o7 the building now known 2s Hockbridge
Inn was a five-bayv. twc-sSTOry brick structure with a nitched roof.
T buiid ' 1821 and completed n 1223 by John

esidence, was constructed in Flemisn

LOLE buiicing Degun Lo

-+

3. much of the origzinal masonry is still
evident. Th s are very reguiar in size, anc the polinting is
extremely fine. ine criginal structure nad a doupble-ri1lie, center-
passage plan, with ©« svmmetrical front facade and <<wo interiogr
cnimnevs on each end. The structural members evident under the
nouse were hand-hewn.

ng briciks produced on the site. Although the trickwork has
o) L : a

The interigr of the building retains some of the features from the
early 19th centurv. The w:de. mitred, deor- and window-moldings,
wide paseboarc with ogive top. heavy chair rail, cornices, and much
9T the wide gzine [looring date from the earliest period of
construction. The sgtiraigzht-run stair on the west zide of <the
entrance hall, with 1ts distinctive cantilevered structure, showing
no visivle means of support, may be original to the house, although
much of its detailing, including the square Eastlake newel, dates
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ROCKBRIDGE INN

Rockbridge County, VA
(Architectural Analysis, contd.)

Irom TS LI2UE remoGe.Llnz The s£Talr r1=2ztlures delicate bDalusters
TWQ per stisD., Turnea ana tapered in an atursiass -configuration, 23
Wel: ag Carveo panels WlITo & SOrol: motil along thne stringer,
Doors iinc:uding the pocH=2T doars betweern Tne TronRT ANG Tear r©ooms
on eacr sig2 ©I tne nalll in tpe original secticen of the nouse
Isature IGur ngeniec panelz wWilh ralsed centers, wilh Tne larse-
panels ©n Too. maroware largely gates rrom tase early Lwentletn
century.,  Jne [ront naLi. &8 well &5 the roOMmMs on TAae DACHK (north
side cf tn= origlna: sSectilcon have a ¢cnalr ral.. a Narrow Cornic2 is
found in a’_ ¢! tne rooms on the firs: fioccr. The second flocr nas
a cornice ancé cnalr ralil only in tne halil

Sometime around 1841, as suggested by a $500.25 increase in the
assessed value of the property’s buildings, an addition was made to
the north side of the house, consisting of two large and two small
rooms on each floor, with a small connector (which may have been a
porch originally) between o©ld and new sections. There is
an interior chimney between the two rooms. The 1841 wing of the
house has fluted trim with bullseye corner blocks, and the doors
are five-panel. The baseboard is also fluted. Flooring is
narrowerin this section, and runs north-south, as opposed to the
east-west direction of the flooring in the older wing. Structural
members here were circular-sawn.

When Colone_. hkenrv (hester Parscns owned tnhie property in the 188Cs,
most of the remaining alterations were made that gave the house
1t currenT appearance. Most notably, farsons adced the aouble-
STory porcnes encircling the scuth, east, and west facades of the
nouse. These porches, likely modeled from zhose at the ~Natural
Bridge Hotel {also owned and remodeliec oy Parsens), may have beern
constructed by the same bullders who worked at Parsons's Natural
Briage properties. The wooden- porches. seven bays on the south
facade, six on the east, and six plus four on the west, have turned
wooden posts. The secend story of the.porch nas a railing in an ~-
and-cross cenfiguration: there 1s nc railing on tnhne first level.
Some smai.l curving Dracketils remain on elther side of the porca
rosts. The porcnes nave snallow hipped roofs and tongue-and-groove
wood ceilings.,
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ROCKERIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, VA
{Architectural Analysis, contd.)

The 18308 remodsiing alsc inciuded adding c¢lipped end gabies with
Lwo-over-iwo double-—-nung sash winasows, The <front received a
clippea gable with paired two-cver-two windows. -

Also in the 1S880s, the windows iwere remodelsd. The wocod doubie-

aung sash wincows in <he new wing are a simplified Queen Anne
conpriguration oI one larze center pane wiin eight small edge panes,
ovar Two panes. in the original section, the windows aon the front
Tacade are alsc wood deuble-hung sash, with one large center pane
encircied by small square panes, over twe panes. On the east ana
- west facades. the windows are a mixture of the same Queen Anne-
Style windows as on the front, alcong with some one-pane wocd sash
casement windows with fixed transoms having one center pane and
encircling smailar panes. On the east facade on the second floor,
Two adcditional windows were addec on the left and right sides. The
other wingows on tais and the west facade are paired on each floor
at the center of the facade,. The masonry around all the window
cpenings shows evidence of alteration, prebably indicating that the
1880s windows are a larger size than those there previousiy.

PR

The front door irames on the first and second floor appear to be
original to the house, although tne doors themselves, with their
one large pane over two heavily-molded indented panels, probably
cdate from the 1880s remodeling. Likewise, the three-light transom
and two-light sidelights probably date from this period.

Although the aprearance of any porch that existed prior to the
1880s is uniknown, there are some clues as to its appearance. The
fact that the second-floor door, being identical o that on the
first floor, appears to predate the 1880s porches may indicate that
a prior porch likewise had two stories, or at least a roof deck of
some sort. In additicn, a description of the house from 1867 {when
the property was sold at. auction to relieve the estate’s
indebtedness) mentions a "portico” whose roof had fallen in. The
previous porch, <then, may have been a one-bay portico over the
central front docr, with a flat roof, perhaps with a railing.
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ROCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, Va

(Architectural Analysis,. contc

T The severa:

The wooa mantels on tne ~aterior or tThe o e o
nat Hocibridge inn
bl

(8]
periods of construction and rTemcdeling

uncerwent. The mantels in the second floor rooms on the west sicde
of the originai house date from the earliest pericd ¢: construction
ana show evidence of the Federal styvle. 7The one in the southwes:
corney TOom 1S PArciculariyw rine, with deilcate cetailing inciuding
inaenced side panels, nerringbone-pattern carving, anc wide
cvernanging shelif. The other earls mantel. in the northwest corner
room, is a mucn more simpiified Federal form. Two mantels show
heavier Greek Revival styiing: one in the nortnern roem on the
. west sicde of the original section’s first floor, and one in tne
northern room cn the east side, second floor. These two mantels.
althougn not tne same., with their classical Tforms and heavy
moidings, likeiry date from the circa 184l remodeling. All of the
ctper mantels in  the Aouse propably date <from the 1880s
rencvations. These mantels, alsc not ldentical te each other,

exhibit Eastlake detailing. chamfered edges, and spindie brackets.

Smaii additions and alterations have been made to the house in the
twentieth century, such as a two-story cinderblcck appendage in the

corner between the north and south wings on the sast side, and
small enclosures of the porches on the west side of the north wing.

The entire house now has a. standing-seam metal roof.

In addition to the main house on the property, zhere are twc
outbuildings dating from the early twentieth centurvy: a shec-
roofed wooden garage, and a gable-roofed wcoden shed. The
assemblage of farm buildings that once cccupied the site, including
a2 very large  barn northwest of the house, is not extant. The
gazebo to the northeast of the house was added by the Skidmores in
1392.
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ROCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, VA

¢t

ement ol Significance

0
b)

hocKpricags Inn emIcoi2s Lohe GlSTINCTivVe CRAracLerisSTtics oI an earlv
sStageccach i1nn anc Tavern 1n western Virginia. 3uilt between 1821
apa 1823, tae Two-€L07. Drick tavern is Lscatec along the route of
tne olc Valiew Foao. :ne o Tne Primary noritnh-sSguTh transportation
ToUTes linking Fhi.ale.pnila. Baliimore. and Wasnington, D.C., with
lands west and soutnwesl. nockbridge Inn zslaved a significant role
1n the deveilopment oI Rochbridge Couniy anc the Shenandoan vVallew,

serving as a sio7 OL Lne stagecoacn route Ifor travelers and for
touristis visiting Natural Bridge. Tne inn has been associated with
events and pegpie Very 1Iportant to Hockbridge County. It was
oull: by Jonn Galbraitn. a large landowner in the county. At one
Time 1t was owned oy (olonel H. C. Parsons, the primary developer
anc promoter cof Naturai zridge. 1t was Parscons who was responsibie
Ior tne 1&d8us agcociticn ¢ tne a4distinctiive double-story porches
wnich wrap arounc tnhe bullding, as well as for other remodeling
tnat took place at tne same time; 1830 being cthe end of the period
c¢f significance of tne property. Tne 4.5-acre site consists.of the

o)
maln tavern/residence anc LwWC noncontributing outbuildings.

£
i

Historical Background

The land where Rockbridge Inn now stands was once part of a large
1,000~acre plantation owned by James Gilimore. CGilmore and nis wife
Martha were early settlers in the Rockbriage County area, listed as

taxpayvers as early as 1764.(1} The Gilmore family played an
important role in thne creation and development of Rockbridge
County. Jonn Giimore served on the first court and vestry of the
newly~formed county in 1778. The Gilmore men were appointed

surveyors and Keepers of some of the earliest roads in the area in
one of the first acts of the elected officials of the county. (2)
They served in leadership in the 1local militia, served as
constables, sheriffs, and deputies, and were among the earliest
tavern owners in the area.
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RCCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, VA

wnen James Gllmore aiea

vounger scns, Josepn and

acres at the time, 1
Gilmore lived in a nho
covered witn wood. W
wooden dwelling with a

there may
James Gilmeore.
brothers divided the

After further transactions,
and wililiam sold his land to John Allen in 1818,

”ii,lam

stone
mav nave neen tThe original
have bszen twe new dwellings bullt on the land left by
After the acreage was increased to L,Ul7 acres, tne
land between them, each rece

{Historical Background, contd.)

1782, ne iert the property To hls twe
wirilliam. Tne plantation contained 3961
reduced tec 902 acres. In [B0O3, Joseph

known as View Mont, a Two-story brick nouse

Giimore lived at Gliesaq, a one- story
founcation.(4) Either of these houses
residence of %their father James, or

iving 308.35 acres.
Joseph sold his land te John Wallace,
Allen 1in turn

soid the property to John Galbraith in 1821.(3)

John Galbraith was a _arge landowner in the area, and was listed as

a taxpayer in the county
tract of land originaily
area

iand grant in the

as early as 1782.
part of the Borden Grant, the earliest
{November 6,

He purchased a vast

17391, Land was la

purchased from Galbraith's estate for the construction of Virginia

Military Institute.

In 1821,
4“nown as Rockbridge Inn,

Galbraith began construction on Galbraith
with construction completed by 1823. Tax

Tavern, now

figures from the period attest to the construction of a significant

dwelling on the site. (B}
would be running past

Gaibraith knew that the main stage route
his property along the cld Valley Road, iater

the Vvalley Turnpike; Galbraith built the tavern to accommodate

those traveling along the stage route.

Galbraith Tavern, operated

by Galbraith for over 20 years, was a place for changing horses and
the last stop of the stageccach before Natural Bridge, a favorite

tourist spot.

The Shenandoah Valley of Virginia was settied primarily by Scotch-
Irish and Germans from Pennsylvania, with settlement beginning in

the 1730s. The settlers,

mostliy farmers, travelled along an

“ancient buffalo trail or Warrior’s Path, which much later btecame
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ROCKBRIDGE INN

ROckbridge County, VA
(Historical Background, contd.)

the Vailev Turnpige, 7, This routie at cne time was rererred te as

the FPennsyvivania Read or the Great Wasgson Road cor the Carolina

Foad., (&) The first wiite men in the Hockbridge area used the
"Great Path,” which was in the basic location of the Vvaller
Turnpike.{(9) The Valley Turnpike. c¢ne of the meost famous of
several roads constructed during the 1830s, was incorporated in
1834 and used for much north-south travel. it lLater pecame Known

as tne Lee Highway and U.3. Rout~ 11.

The stagecoach was tne primary means of land transportation in the
early 180Ms, carrying both passengers and mail. The stagecoacn
iraveled nortnh and south in the Shenandoah Valley, with one of its
first routes in the area along the Plank Recad between Lexington and
Buchanan. The Plank Road was so named because planks were laid
across the road in an effort to smcoth out the ride and aveoid the
mud and holes. Mirando, a tavern cwned by the Matier family, was
the stowplihg point between Lexington and Buchanan, Tor fcod and for
a change of horses. Later, when the Galbraith Tavern was built,
the primary route was changed and the stages stopped at Galbraith
Tavern on its runs. (10: %

A copy of a pochet map entitled "Mitcheli’s Map of Virginia,” dated
1837, was found in the desk of John Beeton, a former resident of
Lexington. In it, the few stageccach routes through the Valliey are
mapped. There was a route from Richmond to Lexington and on to
Charleston, West Virginia. There was a stage that travelled
between Lexington and Staunton, and another between Lexington and
Salem, a distance of 33 miles, three times a week. The route was
described by James McClung: “Going southwest tc Salem, what is at
present known as tne Natural Bridge road is followed to the oid
Galbraith = Place andéd thence proceeds on to Pattonsburg (now
Buchanan) on the James River. (11} Galbraith Tavern is the only
stage stop that McClung specifically mentions, thereby indicating
its prominent role in the trangportation system. At both Salem and
Staunton the stage c¢oaches connected with other stage lines,
thereby making travel from one town to another quite possible.
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ROCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, va

e

(Historical Packground, contd.)

Galpbraitnk Tavern was a significant meeting .ocation inn Rockbridge
County. The commissioners of rocads and other governmental bodies
often met at the tavern, as evidenced by advertisemencts ard minutes

of those meetings.

Galbraith was forced to sell the tavern in (845 to pav off bonds t©o
wnicn he was oosligated. The Lexingron newspapers, Lrhe Gazette and
valley Sctar, as wei. as the Staunton Spectator newspaper carried
tne advertisement for the sale:

By virtue of deed of trust made by John Gaicraith to William
Tavior and James C. Davidson, on the 17th of February, 1843,
and on record in the Clerk’s office of Rockopridge, 1 shall
proceed on the lith day of May next, on tne premises, to sell
at public auction., a tract of land in said Countv--1i30 acres,
more or less-~This tract lies on the main Valley Road, 12
miies from Lexington, 2 miles from Natural Bridge, and within
4+ miles of James River, which is navigable at 2.1 seasons for
boats conveying seventy or more barrels 3f {lour.= The
improvements consist of a large two story Bricx House, with
ten reooms in 1t conveniently arranged, a good Brick Kitchen,
Smoke House, and Ice House, all in good repair, and a large

log stable. The house has been occupied for many years as a
tavern, and 1is, as well from its situation, as 1ts
arrangement, admirably adapted to that purpose. In addition

to the improvements above mentioned, which are situated on the
road, there 1is near the centre of the farm a large log barn
with sheds on three sides, and a dwelling house :two stories
high built of hewed logs and a good kitchen, so that the
purchaser if he does not choose to occupy the pbuilding on the
road may rent it cut as a Tavern. About 230 acres of the land
are cleared, the balance is well timbered--consisting of black
oak, walnut, poplar and -hickory. The cleared land is in a
good state of cultivation, about 35 acres of it are well sec
with clover, there are about 25 acres of good meadow all of
wnich can be watered from the stream which passes through it.
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SeQ withl a zocd fence and tae

The wnoile .anc X =ncic
Tields my be 35 arranzed as To nhave water in each. The
neighbornooa 1s = gZood one and entirely healthv. it is
seldom <that s¢ <2esirapie =a tract of iand is ir the
market. {12
thomas welch curcnasec ths prepertv at the azucticn: nowever, title
transfer was not czapreted  zntil 1833, after Wwelch's deatn.
Jonathan Fougu? surcnaszed tne preopertr at auction in 1234 though hne
He and nis heirs rented the property out for

never lived there.
use as a farm. It 13 unciear wnether the property was usecd as a
tavern rfc¢ilowing 1its sale by Galbraith. It was operated as a faram,
experiencing very nard :times during the late 185Cs and the Civil
war. Pougue died in L3362, deeply in debt. in 1867, a lawsulit was
filed by the guardizn 2f Pouzue’'s cnildren demanding that the
property be sold to heip alleviate tne indebtedness cof the estate.
Depositions during the case describe the property as in a state of

disrepair. The Kitchen had fallien down. the porticc had been
without a roof for 18 montns, the windows were without glass, and
the woutbuildings were in bad condition. (13} The faem had
depreciated in value ever since Pougue hac purchased it. The farm
was auctioned orf. beling gpurchased by John Pougue, Jonathan's
brother.

The stagececach continuead tc be the primary source of transportation
in the area following the Civil war. A descripticon of the stage
routes was made by William B. Wilils. who drove stages for 18 years
beginning in 1371:

The stage ran from Buchanan to Natural Bridge, where
connection was made with trains. The stage line was known as
the Harmon Line. Roads in those days were no joke, commented
Mr. Wills. Often, in rainy Seasons, a coach would sink almost
axle deep in mud. The -trip from Buchanan to Natural Bridge
required a day and it required another day to travel by stage
from Natural Bridge to Lexington. There were no noldups in

those days, he saicd., although all drivers carried a weapon.
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Usuallv. nowever., the gun was kept in a duffle sack with
otaer supplies, Mr, Wills said he remempers as a boy
Seeing lron ore nauled in wagons bouna for BEuchanan to be
ioaded in boats adding that many persons were thug kept

busy. {141}
John Pougue =z2iso died in debt, and the property was again sold in
order to aiL v1ate .Lncebtedness. A number of pecople purchasecd tne
Tarm outc wl:hin a yvear cor iwo defaulted on tne »oncs. The heirs cof
Jonn Fougue remainec tTihe legal owners of the property until .3w!

wnen Maud Farsons paid the Pougue neirs off “omn¢=ueLJ-

One of the owners of the property during this time was the Natural
Sridge Forest Companv, which bought the farm on August 30, 1388.
Tne Natural Zridge Forest Company also owned Natural Bridge, H. C.

farsons was tne president and chief stockhoider of the company.
Coionel H. C. Parsons was a very prominent man in Rocxbridge County
in the 1880s and 1890s. He was not especialily popular 1in cthe
county as he nad served in the Union army during the Civil Wwar,
being wounded in the Battle of Gettysburg.  Parsons formed a
company to build the old Richmond-Allegheny =Ralilroad, later the
James River Division of the Chesapeake & Ohic Railroad and now CSX,
which ran from Eichmond teo Clifton Forge. He purcnased land for
this venture from the failing James River & Kanawna Co. in order to
build the raiircad in the tow- path of the canal. It was during
this construction period that Parsons became :interested 1in the
Rockbridge area.{13) He purchased Natural Bridge in 1881, becoming
its tentn owner.

“"No one has ever done so much to improve the property as dia
Colonel Parsons, " {16) He made the most significant contribution to
the development of Natural Bridge as a vacation retreat, park and
resort in its history, developing perhaps the largest privately
owned park in the United States at that time.(17) He built roaads
and highways through the woods for horse vehicles and bridle paths.
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of Natural Bridgs.

He kept 40U or 50 opecarcing norses at Lhe stables

both for nis Qaugniers ana Ior the travelling public., He operatecd
the Naturai Bricdge Stage from XNatural Bridge Railrecad Station to
the Natural Bridge for nis guests He expanded the groudnds. buiit
Appledore (Cottaze and vthe Favilion Hotel, improved the co¢lid
Jeffersen Cottags. 2nc addec botn ends of the Forest Inn Hotel.{i8)
These bulidings were ror dining. dancing anc iodging. The Natural
Bridge area 1€ still 5 verw s:znificant tourist attraction in tne

econgmy Gi Rocsosricze Jlounty.

Parsons transferred the ownership of Natural Bridge in 1884 to the
Natural Bridge Forest Company, which he ran expertly during the
next years. 1In 1890, the Natural Bridge Forest Company transferred
much of the land received from the Parsonses to the Natural Bridge
Park Company, reserving the Parsons, Natural Bridge, and the
Gatehouse for the Parsonses themselves. The Natural Bridge Park
Company expected a land boom to occur around the park and the town
of Glasgow. It laid out building lots and envisioned a populous
resort community. The boom never occurred, only a few lots were
sold, and the company had to concentrate its activities on the

Natural Bridge itself.

Parsons was responsible for renovating the old Galbraith Tavern.
During his ownership double-story porches were added to tne
building on three sides; porches extremely similar to those addec
to a hotel at Natural Bridge, The windows were enlarged, and the
attic dormers were added probably at the same tTime. The stair
detailing, and possibly its structure, date from this remodeling as
well. Parsons alsc installed in the building one of the firs:

electrical systems 1in the area.

H. C. Parsons died ttragically in 1894, murdered by a train
conductor whom Parsons had reported for insoclent behavior. Parsons
ieft everything, including the old Galbraith property, to his wife

Nellie and his daughters. Mrs. Parsons continued to live at
Jefferson Cottage, probably spending time at the Galbraith propercy
as well. Her two daughters Gretchen and Maud alsc inherited the

property; in 1801 Nellie Parsons bought the interest of Maud
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Farsons McCluer and owned tThe propertiy in conjunction with her
daughter Gretchen. in 1904 a Deed of rartition cf Tenants in
Common was recorded, dividing the property between Nellie Parsons
ana Gretchen Parsons Brinton. Nellie received the westerh porticn
of the property, 168 acres, and Gretchen received +the eastern
portion, 26 acres and the.  primary residence.

Neliie Parsons sold her propérty to George W. Parsons in 1905, who
wanted the property to beccme a full-time farmer. It is believed
but not documented that he was a relative of H, ¢, Parsons. e
lived in the house 200 yards from the tavern until he bought it in
1818, shortly after nis marriage to Mary Elizapeth Williams. Ms.
Williams had previously lived in the tavern as a boarder when she
had first moved to Rockbridge County to become the first woman
principal of Natural Bridge School.

rarscns renamed the tavern Rockbridge Inn and cperated it as such
in conjunction with the farm. The Inn was popular with visitors to
Natural Bridge. The Lee Highway, the primary rcad for travelers,
passed right in front of the Inn, following the route of the>Great
Valley Road. In addition, the Parsonses used the -inn as a bcarding
house for local school teachers. Even during the Great Depression,
the Parsonses were able to make ends meet from the inceome from the

Inn,

In 1936, the Lee Highway was slightly re-routed, cutting the
Rockbridsge Inn off from the main transportation route for the first
time 1n 1its histeory. The road moved because of a political
maneuver by J. Lee Davis, manager of the XNatural Bridge, and Mr.
Ancerson, State Road Commissioner. According to family iLegend, The
Natural Bridge Hotel was 1losing business to the local inns,
inciuding Rockbridge 1Inn, and Davis wanted to recapture that
business. His ploy was to re-route the primary flow of traffic
away from the inns, and he was successful in convincing Anderson to
do just that. Rockbridge Inn was effectively put out of business
as an inn. it continued to rent rooms to beoarders, but the tourist
boom was aver.

nre
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Geockbridge Inn passed to his

At tne death ol . w. Farsons in 1%32,
wife, Tner To nis tnree children Tollowing her death. In 19868,
|59

Nancy. the youngest ¢: tne three, acqulirea Rockbridge Innr and eight
acres as ner share >f the preperty, while her twe brothers shared
the ramainder of the farm. ~ The farm property was later divided
between George Farsons and Peter Parscns’s widow. The farm is used
as a cattle farm tocay, and RocKpbridge Inn 1s the residence of

wancy and her nusoanc Lodis Skidmore.

Rockbridge Inn nas piaved a signiricant role in the development of
- Rocibridge {ounty. It was a ©yprominent component in the

transpertation system in the area as it was developing,; it has very

close association with Natural Bridge, an important resource in the

county; and it was a part of the lives of many people who made

great contributions to the development of the area.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Rockbridge Inn property consists of approximately 4.3 acres,
with boundaries corresponding to those of the parcei owned by Nancy
kidmore, parcel s2A1. tax map 106, '
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The tax parcel boundary encompasses the house and enough
surrounding land to suggest the historic context of the prorverty.
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ALL PHOTOGRAPHS

ARE OF:

ROCKBRIDGE INN
virginia

Rockbridge County,
VDHR File Number

81-399

Dianne Pierce, Photographer
April, 1994

All negatives are stored with the Department of Historic Resources
collection at the Virginia State Library and Archives.

i VIEW OF: Front (south) and east facades,

NEG. NO.: 13636
PHOTO 1 of 10

0o

NEG. NO.: 13633
PHOTO 2 of 10

2 VIEW OF: East facade, looking west.

NEG.- NO,.: 13636
PHOTO 3 of 10

4. VIEW OF: West facade, looking northeast.

NEG. NO.: 13633
PHOTO 4 of 10

5 VIEW OF: North and west facades,
NEG. NO.: 13636
PHOTO 5 of 10

6. VIEW OF: Stair hall, first floor.
NEG. NO.: 13634 :
PHOTO 6 of 10

looking northwest.

VIEW OF: Front {south) facade, looking north.

looking southeast.
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W OF:
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O

VIEW OF:
NEG. NO.
PHOTO 8

VIEW OF:

Mantel, southeast corner

Ay -

{ 136385

of 10

Mantel, southwest corner
3633

of 10

Interior doors and trim,

north wing).

NEG. NO.
PHOTO 9

VIEW OF:
NEG. NO.

PHOTO 10 of

: 13634
of 10

Garage and shed outbuildings,

¢ 13633
10

(Photographs, contd.)

bedroom, second floor.

bedroom, second flocr.

dining room (central room,

looking west.
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