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c; DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_!ORIGINAL SITE X_EXCEL.LENT 

_GOOD 

_fAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

___ UNALTERED 

~ALTERED _ MOVED DATE ________ _ 

__ UNEXPOSED 

---·--··------------------
DESCfllBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Virgin:i.a Theolo;:_'.lcal Seminary occupies a well-landscaped crunpus of eighty,..two 
acres in Alexandria. A description of the site may be found in the S.9!1.i:.he,;n Churchman 
of Ft•hruary 15, 1856: --·-----~-=.-~ n, -..--e.-...,_...,,.....~---

Its present site is about 250 ft. above the Potomac, which f'tretchc,s 
for several miles in front. In the Gistant horizons arc distinctly 
seen the capitol and the city of Wa•hington. For beauty and extent 
of prospect it cannot be •urpassed. 

The seminary's oldest buildings include an ncademic complex which consists 
Hall, Bohlen and Meade Halls, Francis Scott Key !!all and I,mnanuel Chapel. 
range in style and date from 1855 to 1881. 

ASPINWALL HALL 

of Aspinwall 
The buildings 

The most prominent building in the early academic complex is Aspinwall Hall, bu:i.lt 
in 1858 and exhibiting both Norman and Italianate influences. The first building seen 
when approaching the campus from a circular drive off Quaker Lane, Aspinwall Hall is a 
rectangular tlirce-story, brick building executed in common bond and se.t on a high founch
tion. A description of tlw building may be found in the Southern Churcb,E_an for June 19, 
185 7: 

Proposals arc invited for furnishing the plan and estimate of a 
building at the Episcopal 'rheological Seminary, about three miles 
west of Alexandria. The building is to be from 100 to 120 feet in 
front, and not less than lf0 feet (two rooms and passage) in depth, 
three stories high, with basement and attic, to include a prayer 
hall, to hold not le~s than one hundred persons; three recitati.on 
1·ooms, a dining room to accommodate not less than sixty persons, 
stewards' rooms, kitchen, pantry, cellars for fuel, a Missionary 
Nuscum and re.adinB room, and not le.ss than 2!.;. rooms for students, 
with three or four rooms in the attic for servantt~. It is expected 
that the building be arranged for heating by bot water, or a furnace, 
for lighting by gas, and for perfect ventilation. Each room to con
tain a fireplace. 

The bnilding will s tend upon an C'minencc 256 feet above the Potomac 
River, overlooking the cities of Washington and Alexandria. 

It is desired that the plan embrace a tower, cupola, or spire, 
arranged for a clock, and a place of observation. 

The brick in the present Seminary building, (which is to be taken 
down, and the new one erect8d on the site) ~i:c supposed to be worth 
$2,000 or $2,500. Good hard brick can be had delivered at the site 
at $8 per thousand. The hauling of timber will cost aLout $150 per 
M. 

The cost of the building not to ,,xceed $15,000 cash, and the brick 
an<l otl1er materials of the ol<l building. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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Located on a hill overlooking the Potomac River Valley, the Virginia Theological 
Seminary is one of the oldest and most distinguished institutions for the education of 
priests in the ministry of the American Episcnpal Church. The semin'1ry's core of early 
buildings stands as a tribute to the talents of their architects and as a document of the 1· 
taste of the Episcopal Church at the time of their erection in the 19th century. The 

1 
focal point of the complex, Aspinwall Hall, is a major surviving work of the noted 
antebellum architect, Norris G. Starkweather. 

The earlies_t movement _towards theological education in the Diocese of Virginia was 
m~de in 1815, with the establishment of a theological professorship at the College of 
William and Mary in Williamsburg. When this arrangement proved unsatisfactory, it was 
decided to establish in Alexandria a "Society for the Education of Pious Young Men For 
the Ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church". The society was formed in 1818 by 
such church notables as Bishops Mcilva.ine, Henshaw, Johns, and the Reverends 'l'yng nnd 
Brooke and layman Francis Scott Key. Bishop William Meade, Second Bishop of the Diocese 
of Virginia, is considered to have been the most responsible for the establishment of the 
seminary. The formal seminary was subsequently opened on October 15, 1823,with eleven 
students; the classes were held at St. Paul's Church in Alexandria. Proving somewhat 
successful in their efforts, the trustees of the seminary acquired by a deed dated 28 
Sept. 1827, fifty-nine and one-quarter acres of land on a ridge overlooking the city. 
The purchase included three houses already standing on the acquired property including 
Oakwood and Maywood, present faculty residences. The first academic building, cont:aining 
t·welve roo1t1s, w.::is erected in 1827. In 1832 another building was constructed, and in 1835 
the two vere connected by a main building. This plan and method of building would be 
repeated in a second building campaign at mid-century, when the present seminary build
ings were cons true te<l. 

As the seminary grew and prospered, the spatial needs became larger, so as to 
warrant the erection of additional academic buildings. A chapel was erected in 1840 and 
remodeled in 1855, at which time a library (Key Hall) was built: under the plan of the 
architect J. W. Johns. This building later served as a refectory and is now usccl as a 
"preaching chapel 11 where seminarians can practice. Johns 1s talents as a practitioner of 

1 
if 
I 
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the Gothic Revival may be seen on at least one other Virginia ecclesiasticnl structure, 
Trinity Church in Staunton. Foll.owing the completion of the library, a gift from Hessrs. 

1 

William A. and John L. Aspinwall, ,.;as the erection of a nC'W college hall officially, 
dedicated as Aspinwall Hall on October 3, 1859. The generosity of the Aspinwalls [ 
inspired subsequent gifts, the Southern Churchm.:111 noting on November 25, 1859 that, "Mr. ( 
& MJ.ss Bohlen of Philadelphia, had promised $),0,000, to erect one wing of the S<,minary, II 
provided the alumni would build the other .. . 11 rhi..s was subsequently arranged, Bohlc~n 
Hall was er<-'ctcd in 18.59, and Mende IIall, "as an acknowleclgeme.nt to the goodness of God 
in raising up Bishop MeaUe and in conti.nuinr; his useful labors to the church for so long 
a period •.. ", in 1860. 2 The complex of buildings was designed by the architect Norris G. 
Starkweather who hntl executed numerour, commissions i.n Maryland, Vir.gi.nia, and the District 

fc-- -· ""-·- ,_.! --· >. . -· 
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Semi-Centennial Celebration of the Theological Seminai::x of The Protestant 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

following said drive S to parking lot entrance, crossing entrance and continuing 
S along E side of parking lot, then continuing S about 150' to N side of drive; 
thence extending approximately 200' W along N side of said drive to point of origin. 

(se,e campus map) 

7. DESCRI l'T10N 

The proposed building will be located between the Chapel and 
Library-all in the same range. 

As built in 1858, the main (east) entr,ince is comprised of a massive double 
doorway with paneled doors, surmounted by a transom containing four lights and 
flanked by sidelights. The wooden casement surrounding the doors has been altered. 
The doorway is framed by a double arch, surmounted by a corbel '.·d brick arch which 
terminates at the impost into a corbeled brick belt course broken by a pair of 
pilasters topped by brick pinnnclcs. The corbeled belt course originally ran the 
entire perimeter of the building but h::tS been removed from the rear (w.,st) eleva
tion. Above the doorway is a two-story, round-arched window enframed by a pro
jecting brick arch. The doorway is flanked by paired windows with arched heads, 
turned balusters found at the base. 

The wi.ndows on the second story a.re separated from the third story by a 
<lcnticulate<l lintel above which arc balusters similar in execution to those found 
on the first floor. The windows are framed by a pronounced arch with stops. A 
corbelcd--brick cornice runs the entire perimeter of the building, hre:.•.:iking up over 
the larr;e center window on each facade. The cornE)l"S of the building are framed by 
pilasters. The windows on the side elevations (north and south) are similar in 
treatment to the main elevation, witl1 the rear (west) elevation du[llicnting the 
main facade. 

As noted in the original building specifications, the structure is crownP<l 
by a three-stage, wood frame cupola cover0d by a domical roof. Finely detailed 
acroterions grace the observatory. The interior plan and nppointrnents noted in 

the newspaper specifications have been considerably altered, with little of the 

{See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7. DESCRJ PTIO~, --· ---------

original fabric remaining. The building's original crenelations and pinnacles have 
been removed. 

HEADE AND BOHLEN HALLS 

}'lanking the rear (west) elevation of Aspinwall Hall, Head<' and Bol,lcn Halls 
were constructed in 1859 and 1860, respectively. S~1ilar in appearance, Bohlen 
Hall and Meade Hall are rectangular t"vo-story, brick build.i.ngs f'xecutcd in seven
course American bond and set on brick foundations. The. bui.ldings arr' connected to 
Aspinwnll Hall by brick archways and togeth,,r with Aspinwall define the perimeter 
of a landscaped courtyard. The front (ca~;t) elevations are each comprised of a 
central arched window flanked by P?irs of smaller arched window!' framed by pro
nounced brick archivolts. The second story of three bays consists of three arched 
lights, surmounted by brick hood molds with corbeled stops. Visual cmpb:1siE; is 
placed on an elaborate brick corbel table whicl1 is continued on the south e]cvalion 
of Hc.o.de and the north elevation of Bohlen. The remaining elevations contain a 
simpl, corbel table and brick parapet wall; the windows of the lower story are 
fra1,1ed by pronounced brick arches with wooden flat banisters at the base. The 
upper story consists of five bays of windows containing brick hood molds with 
corbeled stops. Entry is provided by a double-paneled, scru.:.circular, transom-lii:),t 
doorway framed by a pronounced brick arch surround. 

KEY HALL 

Constructed in 1855 as the seminary library, Francis Scott Key Hall is a 
rectangular, one-story, gable-roof structure in seven-=c0urs1:.:: American bond. 
Designed to the Gothic Revival style, the front elevation (cast) contains an 
enclosed, gable-roof entry porch, above which is a paired doubl.e-arch window 
capped by a stone arch lintel. The corners of the huildi.ng nrc delineated by 
brick buttresses with stone gablets. Aston,· (v,,neer) cornice lines t.he gable, 
broken at the apex by a pinnacle with a finial. 

Ide11tical in appearance, tl1e side elevati.ons consist of five b8ys, the windows 
frsmed by a raised-brick jmpost course interrupted by the hut tresst'S. 'J.'he renr 
elevati.on contains a restored doorway and a paired arched window, sin1ilar to tI1nt 
found on the front elevation. An enclosed passage connects Key to MeacJe Hall. The 
intL·rior retains its Gothic fc,cl ing, al though much of Lhe fabric dates to 1923, 
when the building wns rededicated as a refectory. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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IMMANUEL CHAPEL 

PAGE 3 

Loc,,ted adjacent to the main seminary complex is Immanuel Chapel, a one-and-a
half-sto,y brick structure with a two-story entry tower designed in the Ruskinian
Gothic Revival style. The main entrance to the cruciform-pla., chapel consists of a 
double doorway, the paneled dc,.,s surmounted by a paneled transom above which are 
paired lancets. The top of the tower contains, on all sides, a large, open flat 
arch divided into three smaller arches. The main facade is dominated by a large 
recessed arch, divided into a multiple clear-glass paned window at the top and a 
series of five stained-glass lancets at the base, separated by four columns with 
carved stone capitals. Bricks laid in a herringbone pattern fill the central 
spandrel. The west elevation is dominated by a flat-arch tracery wind01.v which 
lights the chancel. Stained glass is found on both the north and south elevations, 
including the gable transept. The interior of the chapel retains most of its 
original fabric, with minimal modifications having been made to the sanctunry t.o 
accommodate changes in church liturgy. The original oak pews as well as a gallery 
in th~ east end of the chapel have been preserved. 

MAYWOOD AND OAKWOOD 

In the area of the nominated property are two faculty residences, both of 
which were part of the original seminary land purchase of 1827. Maywood is a 
two-and-a-half-story, gable-roof brick residence containing a demi-octagonal wing set 
on a high brick foundation. The interior of the Federal-style house has been con
siderably altered to accommodate the changing needs of the resident faculty member 
and family. 

Oakwood is a two-and-one 0 half-story, brick, gable-roof residence distin
guish,,d by a handsome, semi-elliptical fanlight entry with sidelights and flat-arch 
windows. A small dormer projects from ths:: four-chimney roof. The interior has been 
alterE!cl to accormnoclate changing needs of faculty families who occupy the. well
respected residence. 

The seminary grounds of the nominated acreage are informally landscaped and 
pn.:)serve a 19th-century flavor. Numerous varieties of trees complement the brick 
architecture. 

The are~ being nominated includes those buildings on the Quaker L,'lne side of 
the seminary including: Aspinwall, Meade, and Bohlen Hnll.H, Immanual Chapel, 
frnncis Scott Key Hall, and Maywood and Oakwood residences. All of the nominated 
buildings are in line with each other on the crest of Seminary Hill. 

RCC 
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of Colu.Hild.a L.cludinz the: remodeling of St. J"ohn 1 s Chu.:i.'c::, L~ Gr.:.o:i..·geto,;J~t. Starkvn~E:...th\~r 
:Lr,. bc·.3t rc:H1:0.1-tbc:r:0.d in V:i.:eginia for <lcs:i.gning Crnud.~11, the It.-~1:i_c.u Villa residence of 
W .. c .. J:lratt on the hanks of the 1{;_1ppc:.Jw.1u.wck Rive::,: nenr Port Royal. 

The gronfrds of the Seminary arc: significant a::; the only clocun:cn.ted exrurple in the 
Conn001;.\;e..:,.J.th of the 11ork of A • .J. Dm-n:d.ng, the uotcd la.ndscapc architect and theorist. 
A de5c·,:ip~:ton 0£ the y.::..rd :ts contained in the Southern Churchlnn:-i of Hovernber 25, 852. 

l'he 1.·oe.cl as deoie,r:F~d Uy the l;:_CJ_te nn.d lair1.e.nt0.0. A,.J-. Du\lu:Lng, Esq., 
and su:rvc:yGd. by a gentlcu:an o:f :::icientif:lc acquirements, has be:er~ 
complet, 1) describj_,n~; i.n its courB2. a se1;1.:t~ellipse with se:;:-pent:i.nc. 
tenninat:tonG. The :coad is boun.(led by a fi·i.re. plunk fence, cons is ting 
of 360 po.1t.::J.s, end though of great clu~.:-abil::_ty, is but teH:porarily 
crectec:, until the hed3:0., whicb is to cons :Lsf: of the Ocag0. Or2.n~c, 
be sufficiently gro'-'711. to nccr.1 uo protection ••• tvo new [;at0-c have. 
been e1·ectcd, of fine proport:Lon. and durability, and ,1ill fu.lly 
a-ns-.;'!er the purposes intended. 

In 1879 the iior.rd of 'i'rnsteP.s at tbeir annual meeting held on ,June 29 adopted a 
re.solution B.ppointing a comro.itt:ee. to erect a chapel at a cost. of $5>000, tl1e old 
chapel provinl3 u113afe fo:·: scrvice8. The new Immanuel Chapel· uas built in 1881 by t:he 
Haltin:orc. church archltcct Charles E. Cassell at a cost of $11, COO. The chapel 
co11tai.ned st1.el.1 cxot:icimus as a ch2.ncel ra:Ll of· ro.sr-:·wnocl, 11broug~.1t by Bi.shop Penick 
from Airicn.. u · 'i'he chapel ntn.nds as an E.:xcellcnt example. of Ruskini.:::n Gothir:: 
architcctn:ce: as bn:i.lt on the collc"g:Late sen.le. 

One of the most frncous graduates of the Protest:?.nt Ep:i.scopal ThcoJ.ogical Sew.:Lr.1 a:i.<·y 
in Virginia HRS Ric,ht Revc.:ccnd Phillips Brooks, lJho later bec2.n-:2 Hi8h0p o:C the: 
Diocene. of :Massachusetts and is r.c.cor,uj_z('.d ns a lea.din~; thc•ologi.:111 a.nd pllilosophc:;.:
of the 19th c0ntc:cy. Eri.ny of the. Semina:cy I s g:.:.·ad1.,.n.te& went on to be come prm1il.n0.nt. 
nii1>sionarics throughout t.l'.c vrff.~1C\. 

As :i.n itG past, the Seminary ha:3 n.:a:i.ntaine.cl a well·-lan.tlscaped camplls., a pra.c.ti.ce 
continue . .:.":. to the present day. 

RCC/NTP 

------- ---.. ---- - ---------··---~-------

lsoutl1c:.::cn Churchman, Alexanclr:L:.., Va., November 25, 18S9. 

, 21bid., llovemhcr 18, 1859. 
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1 .. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7 •• 
s. 
9. 

10. 
ll. 
12, 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

j 18, 

cMINARY E3UlL.0fN$S 

WI!,HER R:\!..!. 
JOHt,S F.ALL 
}ll\D ISON HALL . 
MOORE P.A!.I., 
ST. GEORGE'S HALL 
SPAR..~·; R.z.LL 
ASPINWALL rt::\LL 
!-!EADE &\LL 
KEY HALL 
P/1.CV.RO-LA! RD 
L!BRARY 
lM}l.A.'ltJEL CHAPSL 
!1.:F£C'!'O.RY 
SCOT'.:.' LOUNGE 
.som:.EN Hl\LL 
BOOKS'l'ORE 
BO!.LER HOUSE 

M • KITCHEN 
20. M.l:\.IN'!'ENA:.-..:CE SHOP 
21. TY!.ER RE:SIDENCS 
22. !NFl&.".ARY 
23. N.,BRITl'ON RES. 
24. SCO'l"? RESIDENCE 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 

. 34. 
35. 

NE!-;t,t;.\,.~ RES !DEN~ 
STAFFORD .RESIDENCE 
N.:-'..YWOOD RES!DEYCE 
FULLER RESIDE:: ~E 
BLOOD RESIDENCE 
P.EID RESIDENCE 
O.AK\-IOOD P.£SID.ENC.i::z 
DZP. .. ~ I·lOODS' RES!DENC!3 
PREG:JA!,t .RESIDENCE 
G!BSON RESIDENCE 
PRICE m:sIDENCE 

3G. CARR. RESIDENCE 
37. MICKS .RESIDENCE 
3 8. WOOLVERTON ~s. 
39. ROSS RESIDENCE 
40. JO..T-iNSON RESIDENCE 
41. BEA~ RESIDENCE 
42. VA.~ DEV,:-...LDER nES. 
43. HAUGAARD P.ES!DENCB 
44. GOODWIN RESIDENCE 
45. w"H!'l!NEY RESIDENCE 
46. RIGHTOR RESIDENCE: 
47. PARRENT RESIDENCE 
49. POST OFFICE 
50. :S.\RN 
51. 
52. 

HO.T..!.E GYM 
CQt{'i'!NlJI!,;(; 

f:DtiCATION 

CE. 






