
LANDMARK SURVEY 
IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA 

street Address: 331-333 w. Main stmtit H i s t o r i c Name: P i t t s - I n g e ^ A y^fi..lA)^ 

Map and Pa rce l : 32-192 Date/Per iod: 1820 

A y^fi..lA)^ 

Census Track & Block: 1-309 S t y l e : F e d e r a l 

Present Owner: Altamont Land Trust Height to Cornice: 
Address: Box 1151 C i t y 22902 Height in S t o r i e s : 2 

Present Use: store Present Zoning: B-4 

Or ig ina l Owner: Johnson w. P i t t s Land Area ( s q . f t . ) : 23 X 85 

Orig ina l Use: Residence Assessed Value ( land + imp.): 3510 + 1 0 5 0 = 4 5 6 0 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Inge Store i s one of the oldest remaining structures on what was a rural "three notched road" leading 
from the town of Charlottesville to the University. It is built of brick, la i d in Flemish bond on the facade 
and in common bond on the sides and rear. Typical of a house of this period i s the "mouse-tooth" cornice, the 
stepped gables, and the slender buttressed chimney on the east end. The original fenestration has largely 
been obscured by the introduction of large areas of glass characteristic of nineteenth century commercial 
buildings. Adjoining the main structure is a smoke house, one of the last reminders of the many similar out 
buildings which have disappeared. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 
\ 

The land upon which the Inge Store was built was pvirchased by Joseph Bishop in 1803 from John Carr. The 
existing structure was constructed by Bishop's son-in-law, Johnson W. Pitts c. 1820. The property was sold 
on September 29, 1821 to Lawrence Catlett for $1,000. The dwelling house served as a parsonage for the 
Charlottesville Methodist Church from 1840 unt i l default of payment forced i t s sale in 1842 to Nimrod Sowell, 
who paid $1,220 for the t i t l e . The father of the present owner bought the building in 1890, some 37 years 
after i t had ceased to be used as a residence. Deed references; ACDB 22-416, 27-256, 30-363, 39-152, 40-104, 
55-248, 60-218, 65-194, City DB 1-440. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
Th i s b u i l d i n g , w i t h i t s s tepped g a b l e s and mousetooth c o r n i c e , i s a f i n e example o f the Fede ra l S t y l e . I t i s the 
o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g b u i l d i n g on West Main S t r e e t , the o l d Th ree -No tched Road. George P . Inge, who bought i t i n 1890, 
was a ve r y s u c c e s s f u l b l a c k bus inessman and a c o l l e g e c l a s s m a t e o f Booker T. W a s h i n g t o n , who was a f r e q u e n t guest 
t h e r e . 
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

g i g n f t r i ^ y ^ ^ ^ A A - J - ^ ^ L ^ . r ? y y ^ Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 
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