
ide/fdificatio n 

STREET ADDRESS: #1 IMversity Court, (rnmnr nf lltli nt ) HISTORIC NAME : Tumer-LaRowe House ,C f-' ^ 
MAP a P A R C E L : 9-44 D A T E / P E R I O D : 1892 

CENSUS TRACT ANO BLOCK! 2-310 STYLE : V i c t o r i a n 
PRESENT Z O N I N G : R - 7 HEIGHT (tocorniceiOR STORIES: 2!i-storeys 
ORIGINAL O W N E R : p. Turner DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 130' x 91.15' (11,667 sq . f t . ) 
ORIGINAL U S E : Residence CONDITION p a i r 
PRESENT USE: Rental Property (5 apartinents) SURVEYOR : Bibb 
PRESENT OWNER .P. K. Massey DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1980 

AOORESS :113 Piedmont Avenue SOURCES: City/County Records 
Charlottesvil le, Virg in ia j . Dgan Tilman, J r . 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Bui l t just after Fifteenth Street was opened, this 255-storey house nevertheless faces south toward the 
Ihiversity and the main road. It appears that an attempt may have been made later to orient i t toward Fifteenth 
Street by remodeling the side veranda i n the Colonial Revival s ty le . The main entrance, though, continued to be on 
the south. Although irregularly shaped, the house is essentially two bays wide and t r ip le p i le with projecting side 
bays on the facade and east sides and a shallow sani-octagonal bay centered on the west side. There i s also a 
1-storey addition in the northeast comer which has been enlarged. Construction is of brick l a i d in stretcher bond, 
now painted white with green trim. The high-pitched hip roof i s covered with standing-seam metal and has 
Philadelphia gutters and a boxed comice. The westem plane of the roof extends over the shallow westem projecting 
•)ay, but there are pedimented gables over the other two, their walls faced with wooden shingles. The roof is 
pierced by four small capped interior chijnneys and by f ive pedimented dormers, their walls covered with tvooden 
shingle?. The wide t̂ indows are double-sash, 2-ovBr-2 l igh t , with wooden s i l l s and moulded surrounds. Some have 
louvered shutters. Those at the second level are somewhat shorter. IVo leaded stained glass windows l ight the 
s ta i r in the southeast comer of the house, and another window in the entrance h a l l and one over the west side 
entrance ha\'e stained glass lights in the upper sashes. The main entrance is on the south, facing Ihiversity Court. 
A one-storey veranda extends from the projecting bay on that side around the comer to the one on the east. It has 
a low-pitched hip roof covered with standing-seam metal with boxed comice, spindle fr ieze and bracketed Eastlake 
posts and balustrade. The double entrance doors have one l ight over a panel, both with Eastlake r a i l s . There i s 
a small second-storey pordi above the entrance with matching balustrade and a pedimented gable roof. Access to i t 
is through a window in the second storey h a l l . Another one-storey veranda covers the westem elevation. The roof 
and balustrade match those of the other veranda, but this one has s ix Tuscan coluims and a dentiled f r ieze . The 
side entrance has double doors, mul t i - l ight over panels framed by synmetrically raoutlded trim with comer blocks, 
matching the inter ior woodwork. The f loor plan is irregular. A 3-f l ight open s ta i r with tumed balustrade rises 
from the entrance ha l l in the southeast comer of the house and continues up to the third storey, which was 
probably used as servants' quarters. The ceilings are very high, and there i s a fireplace with coal grate and 
Victorian mantel in every room. The house has been divided into f ive apartinents. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIWJ 

In 1890 Mary P. Tumer was awarded f ive acres of her husband Lawson C. Turner's estate as her dower tract 
(ACDB 93-368). Tax records show that she bu i l t l i i i s house in 1892. She sold i t in 1907 to Francis Trevelyan 
(ACDB 135-6), and her children also sold their adjoining tracts. Ownership was transferred to the College Heights 
Land Company, Inc., i n 1908 (.ACDB 138-263). I t was to be subdivided as Trevelyan's Addition. Trader's Land 
Company purchased a section of i t in 1911 (ACDB 145-412) and sold the house to F. W. Twyman and A. V. Conway 
(ACDB 146-109). Fifteenth Street was known as Tumer Street at that time. John S. LaRowe, boxing coach at the 
Ihiversi ty, bought the entire tract in 1913 (ACDB 151-350, 152-133, 152-273). He subdivided i t and l ived in the 
Tumer house. His widow sold the house in 1941 (City DB 107-370). After ttvo interim owners, the present owner 
purchased i t in 1945 (DB 109-283, 119-295) and divided i t into f ive aparttnents several years la ter . It has now 
been used as rental property for forty years. Additional References: ACDB 146-98 and 317; City DB 50-371, 76-302, 
335-590. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
This Impressive house is a f ine example of the V i c to r i an s t y l e . It has two nice leaded stained glass windows. 
This .-'as the home of Johnny La Rower, boxing coach at the Un i ve rs i t y . 

HISTORiC LANDMARKS COMMISŜ CtN̂ -̂ DEPfl^T^ENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

7/ 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 
«lnH*tf StatM OcpwtnMnt m» MM Intoftor 
Mational Park Swvlcs • ' • " ' \ 

Tumer-LaRowe House (Charlottesville MRA) VIRGINIA 
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8. Significance 

summary paragra 
_ ^ completeness ' ' JUJt^MAk ^^ ^ ^ . ^ . ^ ^ ^^4, / i d l ^ 
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identi featton 
STREET A D D R E S S : #1 U n i v e r s i t y Cou r t 
MAP a P A R C E L : 9 - A A 

CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK I 2 -310 
P R E S E N T Z O N I N G : R-2 
ORIGINAL O W N E R : Mary P . Tu rne r 
ORIGINAL U S E : Res idence 
P R E S E N T U S E : S o r o r i t y House 
PRESENT O W N E R : T . C . Hickman and Others 

A D D R E S S : 703 E a s t J e f f e r s o n S t r e e t 
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e , V i r g i n i a 

HISTORIC NAME : Turner-LaRowe House 
DATE / PERIOD : 1 892 
S T Y L E : V i c t o r i a n 
HEIGHT (to cprnice)OR STORIES: 2 i s t o r e y s 
DIMENSIONS AND LAND A R E A : 130 ' x 91 . 1 5 ' 

Fai r 
B ibb 

S p r i n g 1980 
C i t y / C o u n t y Records 
J . Dean Ti 1 man , J r . 

CONDITION 
S U R V E Y O R : 
DATE OF SURVEY 
S O U R C E S : 

(11 ,667 s q . f t . ) 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

B u i l t j u s t a f t e r F i f t e e n t h S t r e e t was opened , t h i s 2 i - s t o r e y house n e v e r t h e l e s s faces sou th toward the U n i v e r s i t y 
and the main r o a d . A l t h o u g h i r r e g u l a r l y s h a p e d , the house i s e s s e n t i a l l y two bays wide and t r i p l e p i l e w i t h p r o ­
j e c t i n g s i d e bays on the facade and e a s t s i d e s and a s h a l l o w s e m i - o c t a g o n a l bay c e n t e r e d on the west s i d e . There 
i s a l s o a 1 - s t o r e y a d d i t i o n in the n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r wh ich has been e n l a r g e d . C o n s t r u c t i o n i s o f b r i c k l a i d i n 
s t r e t c h e r bond . The h i g h - p i t c h e d h i p r oo f i s c o v e r e d w i t h s t a n d i n g - s e a m meta l and has P h i l a d e l p h i a g u t t e r s and a 
boxed c o r n i c e . The w e s t e m p l a n e o f the r o o f ex tends o v e r the s h a l l o w w e s t e m p r o j e c t i n g bay , but the re are 
ped imented g a b l e s o v e r t he o t h e r two, t h e i r w a l l s f a c e d w i t h wooden s h i n g l e s . The roo f i s p i e r c e d by f o u r sma l l 
capped i n t e r i o r chimneys and by f i v e ped imented dormers . The w ide windows are d o u b l e - s a s h , 2 - o v e r - 2 l i g h t . Some 
have l o u v e r e d s h u t t e r s . Two leaded s t a i n e d g l a s s windows l i g h t the s t a i r i n tbe s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r o f the house , and 
a n o t h e r window in the e n t r a n c e h a l l and one o v e r the west s i d e e n t r a n c e have s t a i n e d g l a s s l i g h t s i n the upper 
s a s h e s . The main e n t r a n c e i s on the s o u t h , f a c i n g U n i v e r s i t y C o u r t . A o n e - s t o r e y veranda ex tends f rom the p r o j e c t ­
i ng bay on t h a t s i d e a round t he c o m e r t o the one on the e a s t . I t has a l o w - p i t c h e d h i p r oo f cove red w i t h s t a n d i n g -
seam meta l w i t h boxed c o r n i c e , s p i n d l e f r i e z e and b r a c k e t e d E a s t l a k e p o s t s and b a l u s t r a d e . There i s a sma l l 
s e c o n d - s t o r e y p o r c h above the e n t r a n c e w i t h ma tch ing b a l u s t r a d e and a ped imented gab le r o o f . Ano the r o n e - s t o r e y 
veranda cove rs the w e s t e r n e l e v a t i o n . The r o o f and b a l u s t r a d e match those o f the o t h e r v e r a n d a , but t h i s one has 
s i x Tuscan columns and a d e n t i l e d f r i e z e . The f l o o r p l a n i s i r r e g u l a r . A 2 - f l i g h t open s t a i r w i t h t u r n e d b a l u s t r a d e 
r i s e s f rom the e n t r a n c e h a l l i n the sou thwes t c o r n e r o f the house and c o n t i n u e s up to the t h i r d s t o r e y , which was 
p r o b a b l y used as s e r v a n t s ' q u a r t e r s . The c e i l i n g s a re ve ry h i g h , and the re i s a f i r e p l a c e w i t h coa l g r a t e and 
V i c t o r i a n mante l i n e v e r y room. The house i s b e i n g r e h a b i l i t a t e d f o r use as a s o r o r i t y h o u s e . 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 

In 1890 Mary P. Tu rbe r was awarded f i v e a c r e s o f he r husband Lawson C. T u r n e r ' s e s t a t e as he r dower t r a c t (ACDB 9 3 " 
3 6 8 ) . Tax r e c o r d s show t h a t she b u i l t t h i s house in 1892. She s o l d i t in 1907 to F r a n c i s T r e v e l y a n (ACDB 1 3 5 - 6 ) , 
and he r c h i l d r e n a l s o s o l d t h e i r a d j o i n i n g t r a c t s . Ownership was t r a n s f e r r e d to the C o l l e g e H e i g h t s Land Company, 
I n c . , i n 1908 (ACDB 1 3 8 - 2 6 3 ) . I t was to be s u b d i v i d e d as T r e v e l y a n ' s A d d i t i o n . T r a d e r ' s Land Conpany purchased a 
s e c t i o n o f i t i n I9 I I (ACDB U 5 - ' t l 2 ) and s o l d the house to F . W. Twyman and A . V . Conway (ACDB 1^(6-109). F i f t e e n t h 
S t r e e t was known as T u r n e r S t r e e t a t t h a t t i m e . John S . LaRowe, b o x i n g coach a t the U n i v e r s i t y , bought the e n t i r e 
t r a c t i n 1913 (ACDB 151 -350 , 152 -133 , 152 -273 ) - He s u b d i v i d e d i t and l i v e d i n the T u m e r h o u s e . H i s widow s o l d the 
house in 19 (̂1 ( C i t y DB 1 0 7 - 3 7 0 ) . Between 19't5 and I 9 8 I , i t was d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e a p a r t m e n t s . The p r e s e n t owner 
pu rchased the house i n I98I and i t i s now b e i n g e x t e n s i v e l y r e h a b i l i t a t e d . 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Tumer -LaRowe House was the home o f Johnny LaRowe, one o f C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ' s most c o l o r f u l f i g u r e s , f o r twenty 
seven y e a r s . LaRowe was a l o c a l b i l l i a r d p a r l o r owner at the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . H i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t , l o c a t e d on 
"The C o r n e r " a c r o s s f rom the U n i v e r s i t y o f V i r g i n i a , a t one t ime was the l a r g e s t pool room i n the S o u t h . He i s more 
famous, though , as the coach o f the U n i v e r s i t y ' s b o x i n g team in the 1920 ' s and 1 9 3 0 ' s , hav ing coached s e v e r a l n a t i o n a l 
champions and O lymp ic c o n t e s t a n t s . H i s mot to was " F i g h t y o u r bes t but n e v e r f o u l " . The Turner-LaRowe House i s one 
o f the f i r s t examples o f l a t e V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e i n C h a r l o t t f e s v i 11 e . Of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i s the s t a i n e d g l a s s 
used th roughout t he b u i l d i n g . In a d d i t i o n , t h i s i s one o f the few V i c t o r i a n s t y l e houses i n the C i t y w i t h o u t e x ­
t e n s i v e a l t e r a t i o n . T h i s , a l o n g w i t h the c u r r e n t o w n e r ' s e f f o r t s t o e x t e n s i v e l y r e s t o r e the b u i l d i n g , h o p e f u l l y w i l l 
make the Turner-LaRowe house one o f the f i n e s t r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t s i n t he C i t y . 

UTM: 17/719530/ ' (21276Q 

H-K3 
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