ide/fdificatio n

STREET ADDRESS: #1 IMversity Court, (rnmnr nf Iliti nt ) HISTORIC NAME: Tumer-LaRowe House ,C f' =~

MAP a PARCEL: 9-44 DATE/PERIOD: 1892
CENSUS TRACT ANO BLOCK! 2-310 STYLE : Victorian
PRESENT ZONING: R-7 HEIGHT (tocorniceiOR STORIES: 2!i-storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: p. Turner DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 130' x 91.15' (11,667 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION pair
PRESENT USE: Rental Property (5 apartinents) SURVEYOR :  Bibb
PRESENT OWNER .P. K. Massey DATE OF SURVEY: Spring 1980

AOORESS :113 Piedmont Avenue SOURCES: City/County Records

Charlottesville, Virginia j . Dgan Tilman, Jr.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Built just after Fifteenth Street was opened, this 255-storey house nevertheless faces south toward the
Ihiversity and the main road. It appears that an attempt may have been mede later to orient it toward Fifteenth
Street by remodeling the side veranda in the Colonial Revival style. The main entrance, though, continued to be on
the south. Although irregularly shaped, the house is essentially two bays wide and triple pile with projecting side
bays on the facade and east sides and a shallow sani-octagonal bay centered on the west side. There is also a
1-storey addition in the northeast comer which has been enlarged. Construction is of brick laid in stretcher bond,
ow painted white with green trim. The high-pitched hip roof is covered with standing-seam metal and has
Philadel phia gutters and a boxed comice. The westem plane of the roof extends over the shallow westem projecting
°)ay, but there are pedimented gables over the other two, their walls faced with wooden shingles. The roof is
pierced by four small capped interior chijnneys and by five pedimented dormers, their walls covered with tvooden
shingle?. The wide thindows are double-sash, 2-ovBr-2 light, with wooden sills and moulded surrounds. Sare have
louvered shutters. Those at the second level are somewha shorter. 1Vo leaded stained glass windows light the
stair in the southeast comer of the house, and another window in the entrance hall and one over the west side
entrance hal'e stained glass lights in the upper sashes. The main entrance is on the south, facing lhiversity Court.
A one-storey veranda extends from the projecting bay on that side around the comer to the one on the east. It has
a low-pitched hip roof covered with standing-seam metal with boxed comice, spindle frieze and bracketed Eastlake
posts and balustrade. The double entrance doors have one light over a panel, both with Eastlake rails. There is
a small second-storey pordi above the entrance with matching balustrade and a pedimented gable roof. Access to it
is through a window in the second storey hall. Another one-storey veranda covers the westem elevation. The roof
and balustrade match those of the other veranda, but this one has six Tuscan coluims and a dentiled frieze. The
side entrance has double doors, multi-light over panels framed by synmetrically raoutldedtrim with comer blocks,
matching the interior woodwork. The floor plan is irregular. A 3-flight open stair with tumed balustrade rises
from the entrance hall in the southeast comer of the house and continues up to the third storey, which was
probably used as servants' quarters. The ceilings are very high, and there is a fireplace with coal grate and
Victorian mantel in every room. The house has been divided into five apartinents.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIWJ

In 1890 May P. Tumer was awarded five acres of her husband Lawson C. Turner's estate as her dower tract
(ACDB 93-368). Tax records show that she built liiis house in 1892. She sold it in 1907 to Francis Trevelyan
(ACDB 135-6), and her children also sold their adjoining tracts. Ownership was transferred to the College Heights
Land Company, Inc., in 1908 (ACDB 138-263). It was to be subdivided as Trevelyan's Addition. Trader's Land

purchased a section of it in 1911 (ACDB 145-412) and sold the house to F. W. Twymen and A. V. Conway
(ACDB 146-109). Fifteenth Street was known as Tumer Street at that time. John S. LaRowe, boxing coach at the
Ihiversity, bought the entire tract in 1913 (ACDB 151-350, 152-133, 152-273). He subdivided it and lived in the
Tumer house. His widow sold the house in 1941 (City DB 107-370). After ttvo interim owners, the present owner
purchased it in 1945 (DB 109-283, 119-295) and divided it into five aparttnents several years later. It has now
been used as rental property for forty years. Additional References. ACDB 146-98 and 317; City DB 50-371, 76-302,
335-590.

SI GN FI CANCE
This Impressive house is a fine example of the Victorian style. It has two nice leaded stained glass windows.
This .-as the home of Johnny La Rower, boxing coach at the University.

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISS"GINYM- DEPI"TAENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

7/



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET

«InH*tf StatM OcpwtnMnt m»> MM Intofta ' I

Mational Park Swvlcs

Tumer-LaRowe House (Charlottesville MRA) VIRGINIA
Substantive EaiOT:

Working No. 9/7/j™-"9C" 6N

F«d. Reg. Dat«:
Date Due; ~"AA - W-NMNAN-

Action: — ACCEPT ,
resubmission JtL RETURN_ZIIN2:MEN
nomination by person or local government REJECT
owner objection Federal Agency:
appeal

Substantive Review: sample request ~ appeal _» 1INRdecision

Reviewer's comments:

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
NNsubstantive reasons discussed below
N I

2. Location

3. Cla«sification

Matin uUum

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

Co»»«ell MM CiMCIl MM
«loaManl <il»ilw»I»d unclMrad ertgin«l«N*
Qood fulns Bltofw) moved dstc .

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragra

_ ™ completeness ' ' JUIt"MAK A~~~ oo~ A A A id TN
y applicable criteria PULeMAFA nko A' \j\-frn n N g--aNFrY
A "N justification of are'as A J T A ANUAWU/T €M . MNA e, N
" checked 'AANIAY (M OCMaAAAr*W~lo caar  AotcAN M AexMN !
relatin* g tor I /i) nrAan IMIMOAIN Jliy? AaAjAN AaAn,
reTattoNiship of integrity » ~ f 2 gu/ ~ n,
_ iustifrcaS”rception* " /A - s AW n
other N fAXMO VM- n

9. Major Bibiiographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

YIH evaiuBtad ai*nlffcanoe of tMa profMrty vMMn the stale la.

o MM. iDcal

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn(dJAArDp JnLujyijliAdJg  AAcC/dfo”

Signed natP JaJ2~J P h o n e : 202 272 -3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



identi featton

STREET ADDRESS: # University Court HISTORIC NAME : Turner-LaRowe House
MAP a PARCEL: 9-A A DATE / PERIOD : 1892
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK | 2-310 STYLE: Victorian
PRESENT ZONING: R-2 HEIGHT (to cprnice)OR STORIES: 2i storeys
ORIGINAL OWNER: Mary P. Turner DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA: 130" x 91 .15' (11 ,667 sq. ft.)
ORIGINAL USE: Residence CONDITION Fai r
PRESENT USE: Sorority House SURVEYOR: Bibb
PRESENT OWNER: T. C. Hickman and Others DATE OF SURVEY sSpring 1980

ADDRESS: 703 East Jefferson Street SOURCES: City/County Records

Charlottesville, Virginia J. Dean Tilman, Jr.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Built just after Fifteenth Street was opened, this 2i-storey house nevertheless faces south toward the University
and the main road. Although irregularly shaped, the house is essentially two bays wide and triple pile with pro-
jecting side bays on the facade and east sides and a shallow semi-octagonal bay centered on the west side. There

is also a 1-storey addition in the northeast corner which has been enlarged. Construction is of brick laid in
stretcher bond. The high-pitched hip roof is covered with standing-seam metal and has Philadelphia gutters and a
boxed cornice. The westem plane of the roof extends over the shallow westem projecting bay, but there are
pedimented gables over the other two, their walls faced with wooden shingles. The roof is pierced by four small
capped interior chimneys and by five pedimented dormers. The wide windows are double-sash, 2-over-2 light. Some
have louvered shutters. Two leaded stained glass windows light the stair in tbe southeast corner of the house, and
another window in the entrance hall and one over the west side entrance have stained glass lights in the upper
sashes. The main entrance is on the south, facing University Court. A one-storey veranda extends from the project-
ing bay on that side around the comer to the one on the east. It has a low-pitched hip roof covered with standing-
seam metal with boxed cornice, spindle frieze and bracketed Eastlake posts and balustrade. There is a small
second-storey porch above the entrance with matching balustrade and a pedimented gable roof. Another one-storey
veranda covers the western elevation. The roof and balustrade match those of the other veranda, but this one has
six Tuscan columns and a dentiled frieze. The floor plan is irregular. A 2-flight open stair with turned balustrade
rises from the entrance hall in the southwest corner of the house and continues up to the third storey, which was
probably used as servants' quarters. The ceilings are very high, and there is a fireplace with coal grate and
Victorian mantel in every room. The house is being rehabilitated for use as a sorority house.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

In 1890 Mary P. Turber was awarded five acres of her husband Lawson C. Turner's estate as her dower tract (ACDB 93"
368). Tax records show that she built this house in 1892. She sold it in 1907 to Francis Trevelyan (ACDB 135-6),
and her children also sold their adjoining tracts. Ownership was transferred to the College Heights Land Company,
Inc., in 1908 (ACDB 138-263). It was to be subdivided as Trevelyan's Addition. Trader's Land Conpany purchased a
section of it in 1911 (ACDB U5-'tl2) and sold the house to F. W. Twyman and A. V. Conway (ACDB 17(6-109). Fifteenth
Street was known as Turner Street at that time. John S. LaRowe, boxing coach at the University, bought the entire
tract in 1913 (ACDB 151-350, 152-133, 152-273)- He subdivided it and lived in the Tumer house. His widow sold the
house in 19%1 (City DB 107-370). Between 19't5 and 1981, it was divided into five apartments. The present owner
purchased the house in 1981 and it is now being extensively rehabilitated.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Tumer-LaRowe House was the home of Johnny LaRowe, one of Charlottesville's most colorful figures, for twenty
seven years. LaRowe was a local billiard parlor owner at the turn of the century. His establishment, located on
"The Corner" across from the University of Virginia, at one time was the largest poolroom in the South. He is more
famous, though, as the coach of the University's boxing team in the 1920's and 1930's, having coached several national
champions and Olympic contestants. His motto was "Fightyour best but never foul". The Turner-LaRowe House is one
of the first examples of late Victorian architecture in Charlottfesvi 1 e. Of special interest is the stained glass
used throughout the building. In addition, this is one of the few Victorian style houses in the City without ex-
tensive alteration. This, along with the current owner's efforts to extensively restore the building, hopefully will
make the Turner-LaRowe house one of the finest restoration projects in the City.

UTM:  17/719530/'(21276Q
HK3
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