LANDMARK SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA

street Address: 302 Riverside Avenue Historic Nane: House at Pireus
Map and Parcel: SSA-US Date/Period: 1830- 1840
Census Track & Block:  3-101 Style: N Identifiable Style
Present Owner: Francis MQ Lawence & Edith C Height to Cornice:

Address: 1729 Chesapeake Street, City Height in Stories: 7 |
Present Use: Sunday School Present Zoning: R-2
Original Owner: W liam Hunter Meriwether Land Area (sq.ft.): 70,275
Original Use: Probably Resi dence Assessed Value (land + imp.): 8800

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

A small vernacul ar cottage of rectangular form the house at Pireus has a two-bay facade width and single-pile
depth. Height isone and one-half storeys with a two-over-two-room plan above a two-room full basement (with ground
level exit to rear). A central door opens into a small entry way between roons, and an interior stairway at the
north end of the house provides communication between floors. Construction is frame covered with weatherboard, with
a stone basenent. Roof is hipped ganbrel covered with standing-seamtin, painted red. (Hp and ganbrel portions of
the roof are trimmed independently with a sinple eave molding.) A single chimey of stone and brick rises through
the center of the house. Wndcsws throughout are six-over-six-light double hung sash, with tw dormer types each in
the roof of the facade and rear elevations. Qe wndow is also located at the second floor level of each end.  The
entry is covered with a sinple porch with shad roof.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Wien W liam Hunter Meriwether purchased 148 acres fromMlly M ller, the daughter of Nicholas Lewis in 185 (Co.

B 25-212, B 26-342). Tax records indicateno buildings on the property. But by 1829 indicationsare that building
activity was underway, and it was continuing through 1839- The notation "$300 added for inprovenents" appear in the
tax records of each of the years 1832, 1834, and 1835 and one of these seens nost |ikelyto refiect the construction
of such a structure as this house at Pireus. Thomas L. Parish purchased the Pireus property in 1846 (Co. [B 44-355)
and continued the industrial activity that Meriwether had begun there. In 1857, the Charlottesville Volen M lls
Gonpany purchased the mills area (Co. B 66-58). Tradition is that this house was originally located on East

Market Street, at a site just west of No. 19072 it ws probably noved to its present [ocationon Riverside Avenue
while in Wolen MIls ownership and during the last quarter of the 19th Century.

S N F CANE

This house is located behind the Pireus Store (nomination #22). It shares the same associations with the
Charlottesville Woolen Mills, and is one of the original structures built in the area.

CONDITIONS SOURCES

Fai 1 County and City Records
Hal l'i e Johnson Shisler
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