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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HtSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - .. OMINATION FORM 
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STATE; 

Virginia 
\\111 ~~-+ ri nd (in cit.). 

RECEI\ l ' ~PS USE ONL y 

APR 2 IQ ~QTRW:IJ MBER DATE 

69-04.llL! -0008 4/16/6i~ 

COMMON: 

Egyptian Building 
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ANOI OR !-flSTORiC: 

Egyptian Building 
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STREET AND NUMBER: 

SW corner of E. Marshall Street and College Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Richmond 
STATE • 

CODE COUNTY: 

760 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP . 

(Ch!>elr One) 

District D Building ~ 'Pubiic IX) Public Acquis ition: 

Site D Structure D Private D In Process 

· Object D 
Both D Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Cheek One or More ae Appropriate) 

Agricultural 

Commercial 

Educational 
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Government 

Industrial 

Military 
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Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 
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Entertainment D Museum O Scientific O 
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owi-fERS NAME: 

D 
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STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

CODE 

,.,,,,,.., 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

ti] Yes: 

D Restricted D 
Preservation work Unrestricted all 

In progress [j No: 0 

Transportation 

Other (Specify) 

O Comments 
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• 
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Vir~inia Conmonwealth University (Medical College of Virginia) 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

V, CITY .OR TOWN : I CODE- <: 
I-'-

Richmond 

COURTHOUSE . REGISTRY OF DEEDS. E ·Tc: 

r.hanrorv C.ou::rt- Richmond Citv Hall 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
DATE OF SURVEY : 19)/ Federal GI 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RE.CORDS: 
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STREET AND NUMBER: 
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VLR Listed: 11/5/1968
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CONDITION 
Excellent 0 Good ~ 

• - (Check One) 

(Check _One) 

Fair O . Deteriorated O Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 
Altered ~ Unoltered 0 Moved O Original Site tig 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPl!: A.-R•ANCE 

The Egyptian Building is basically a temple-form structure with nearly 
identical facades at either end. These facades are each composed of a 
portico, eontaining two palm capital columns in antis, with elongated pylons 
framing the porticoes at the corners of the building. The pylon motif is 
repeated as enframements for the windows on the sides of the building. 
Crowning the entire structure is a massive torus cornice and a very shallow 
hipped roof. 

It is fortunate that such a significant building as the Egyptian Building 
has survived with few exterior alterations. Its carefully and precisely 
executed detail is a most scholarly interpretation of ancient forms. In 
1939 the exterior of the building was reno.vated. through the generosity of 
Bernard Baruch in memory of his father who graduated from Medical C~llege 
of Virginia in 1862, and served as a Confederate surgeon during the Civil 
War. Unfortunately none of the original interiors survive; however, the 
present auditorium, installed during the 1939 renovation, contains 
interesting Egyptian-style decoration. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More BS Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th Century O 
15th Century O 17th Century O 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable sndKnown) 1845 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More BS A_p_proprlate) 

18th Century D 
19th Century ~ 

·; 

"Abclr igin·.:J . ~ ··• 1 ··' · ' •• i ; Educ~n-·' · ·.-., lif!r l ; ' Ro4iH~al- . 

Pre hi staric • Engineering • 
• H-is!Oiic . • slndustry I . , !!E], ... 

Agriculture • Invention • 
Art • Landscape 

Commerce • Architecture • 
Communications • Literature • 
Conservation • Military • 

Music • 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Pereona[lee, Date•, Eventa, Etc, 

20th Century D 

In 1838 H.atqpden-Syc:iney College ,.established a medical department in 
' Richmond which occupied the old Union Hotel at 19th and Main Streets. 
Several years later this medical department was chartered by the state as 

·the Medical College of Virginia. The Egyptian Buildlng, designed by the 
noted Greek Revival architect, Thomas Stewart, was the first building put 
up especially for the new college. Completed in 1845, this exotic edifice 
was a radical depar.ture from the current architectural traditions of the 
city. Not only has the Egyptian Building be·come .a symbol· of '.a distinguishe 
school, it survtves as ._:! the oldest medical college building in the South. 
Architecturally, the Egyptian Building ranks as the finest Egyptian Revival 
building in the nation. 



.r.,, 

Dulaney, Paul S., The Architecture of Historic Richmond, Charlottesville;, 
The University Press ·of Virginia, 1968. 

Orndorff, Beverly, "Medical College of Virginia, A Pioneering Path tQ Maturi 
Commonwealth, February, 1964. --

Scott, Mary Wingfield, Old Richmond Neithborhoods, Richmond; Whittet and 
· , Shepperson, 1950. 
"The First 12s ·years", Bulletin of the Medical College of .V:i,.rginia .. 

LATITUDE AND L9N .GITU-DE COORDINATES O LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDJNATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT 'OF A PROPERTY 

1-----,----------r----------f ~-------o_F_L_E_s_s_T~H_,11<.._IN_Oc;. ___ !'I_.._E_A_c_R_E _____ _ 

CORNER LATI_TUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONC.ITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds Degrees Min.;tes Se~onds 

NW 0 . 0 0 0 

NE 0 . 0 .. · "'~ 37 32' 25 77 -·2,~ ., , · ·45 
SE 0 . · o 

sw· ·e - -. o · 

LIST ALI;-" STl,TES, ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIE'S OVE,~L'A.PPING STATE OR COUNTV BOUNDA.i,IES 

STATE; COD_E CO.UNT.Y
7 .. CODE 

ST-ATE: co:o~ COUNTY: CODE 
,~ .. " 
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ATE: '·ct>DE" coUi,l'TY: · CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Mirch 27 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Buildin 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Richmond Yir inia 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [I State O Local 0 

Name Dr. Edward P. Ale:xander 

Title Chairman, Virginia Historic 
Landmarks Commission 

Date March 29, 1969 --------"-------------

I hereby certify that th.is property is included in the 

i>ate ___ A_PR_1 _6 ..,;.:a.19=69.__ __ 

ATTEST: 

Date ------=-A=-P....._R ......_f ....,_6 _...,19-69---
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