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Vacant and f i r e - r idden ,  the  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  housed the  m i l l s  
and foundries-  remain i n  va r ious  s t a g e s  of ru in ,  and a  major i ty  of the  
l a r g e  rooms required f o r  t h e  opera t ing  of  t h e  foundry s tand open o r  
p a r t i a l l y  open t o  the  sky. These l a r g e  two and th ree  s t o r y  gable 
roof s t r u c t u r e s  were cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  American bond.?he 
w a l l  openings were o f t e n  i n  the  form of  a s e r i e s  of round-headed arches .  
I n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  s t r i c t l y  func t iona l  na tu re ,  t he  use of decora t ive  
b r i c k  corbel ing ,  l u n e t t e s  i n  the  gable  ends and i r o n  d e t a i l i n g  s o f t e n  
the s e v e r i t y  of the  s t r u c t u r e s .  
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p - E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I 
H i s to r i ans  have debated t h e  wisdom of  the  d e c i s i o n  which broughtthe 
Confederate c a p i t a l  from the  hea r t l and  t o  t h e  periphery of t he  South 
dur ing  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1861, The move was inev i t ab le ,g iven  the  Federal  
d e c i s i o n  t o  c o n t e s t  Southern Independence by f o r c e  of arms, The 
sent iments  o f  t h e  Region notwithstanding,  heavy indus t ry  was t h e  s i ~ e  
qua non of  modern war fa re ,  Richmond, t he  i r o n  and c o a l  c e n t e r  of  t he  
South, was t h e  only t r u l y  ind i spens ib l e  c i t y  i n  t h e  Confederacy. 

V i r g i n i a  was a major producer of c o a l  and p i g  i r o n  dur ing  t h e  e igh teen th  I 
cen tu ry  a s  r eade r s  of William Byrd (Progress  t h e  ~ i n e s )  and ~homas  ! 
J e f f e r s o n  (Notes Vi rg in i a )  a r e  aware. Such i n d u s t r i e s ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  1 

I 

e x t r a c t i v e  and t echno log ica l ly  p r imi t ive ,  were compatible wi th  a rural.  and' 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i a l  order .  Ex i s t ing  found product ion was l imi t ed  t o  I 
t h e  p rove rb ia l  swords and plowshares, But an i n d u s t r i a l  f u t u r e  was I I p r ed ic t ed ,  by men l i k e  Tench Coxe i n  1794, f o r  t he  seapor t  a t  the  f a l l s  of! 
James River,  I 
Richmond had abundant water  power and was adjacent  t o  the  rLm jor-working- I 
c o a l  f i e l d s  of America. Access t o  t h e  s e a  would be complemented by the  
James River and Kanawha Canal,  which reached . t o  the  i r o n  furnaces of 
the Valley by 1851. By t h e  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century ,  the  c i t y  was t h r i v i n q  
on t h e  b a s i s  of f l o u r  m i l l s  and tobacco f a c t o r i e s ,  commission-merchant 
houses and banks, and t h e  c o a l  t r ade .  Two ind ices  of h e r  ante-bellurn 
p r o s p e r i t y  were popula t ion  growth and t h e  many s t a t e l y  res idences  
cons t ruc ted  dur ing  t h a t  per iod ,  i 
Richmond now had t h e  bus iness  acumen and c a p i t a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t he  raw 
m a t e r i a l s  necessary t o  s u s t a i n  a  modern-iron indus t ry .  The puddling and 
r o l l i n g  m i l l s  which rose i n  the  c i t y  dur ing  the  1830's were a  response 
t o  t h e  market c rea t ed  by the  new r a i l r o a d  indus t ry ,  a s  w e l l  a s  the  too l ing  
and r e - t o o l i n g  needs of e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t o r i e s  and m i l l s .  The Tredegar 
I r o n  Works--named f o r  t he  famous works a t  Tredegar, Wales--were cha r t e red  
i n  1837, 

I 
I 

The Tredegar 's  r i s e  t o  preeminence began i n  1841, when Joseph Reid 
Anderson f i r s t  became as soc ia t ed  wi th  the ,  then nea r ly  bankrupt,  company. 
During a  per iod  of s eve re  depress ion  i n  the  American i r o n  indus t ry ,  

Anderson brought Tredegar a  measure of prosperity--something which h i s  
predecessor  as  commission-sales agent  had bezn unable t o  accomplish under 
more favorable  economic condi t ions .  Having no viable a l t e r n a t i v e ,  the  1 

I - 
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8. d i r e c t o r s  permi t ted  him t o  assume o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Works, f i r s t  as l e s s e e  
then  as owner, i n  November 1843, 

Anderson pa id  h i s  f i n a l  i n s t a l l m e n t  f o r  t h e  Tredegar i n  January 1854. The 
Tredegar I r o n  Company was then  d i s so lved  d e b t  f r e e  and w i t h  c a p i t a l  - 

remaining f o r  d i v i s i o n  among t h e  sha reho lde r s .  J. R. Anderson and Co., 
t h e  succes so r  f i rm,  was one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  and b e s t  equipped i r o n  works 
i n  America. The Company had t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  produce, i n  q u a n t i t y ,  n e a r l y  
any conce ivable  type  of f i n i s h  i r o n  -- f o r  peace o r  wartime use.  

I n  h i s  d e f i n i t i v e  Ironmaker to t h e  Confederacy: Joseph _Re Anderson and 
t h e  Tredegar  i r o n  Works, Char les  B. Dew epi tomizes  t h e  t r a g i c  f laws of  - 
Confedera te  heavy indus t ry :  " ~ e g i n n i n g  as e a r l y  as 1862, i n c r e a s i n g l y  
a c u t e  sho r t ages  of  raw m a t e r i a l s  and s k i l l e d  l a b o r  c u t  Tredegar ou tpu t  
sharp ly ."  Anderson had no n a t i v e  pool  o f  s k i l l e d  l a b o r  t o  draw upon when 
f o r e i g n  and Northern workers  withdrew t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  Severe sho r t ages  o r  
raw m a t e r i a l s  -- i n e v i t a b l e  once t h e  blockade was e f f e c t i v e ,  g iven  t h e  
poor ly  developed domest ic  sou rces  o f  supply  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  -- k e p t  
Tredegar product ion  a t ,  o r  below, one - th i rd  of c a p a c i t y  f o r  most o f  t h e  
War, A t  t h a t ,  Anderson & CO. outproduced every  no r the rn  ordnance foundry 
except  one, I 
The Company surv ived  t h e  War; b u t  t h e  Works d e s p e r a t e l y  needed t o  be 

=condi t ioned i f  they  were t o  be o f  m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  phys i ca l  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  South. Anderson r a i s e d  d e s p e r a t e l y  needed f l u i d  
c a p i t a l  by t h e  s a l e  of  c o a l  mines, and u l t i m a t e l y  through d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  f avo r  of  a  j o i n t s t o c k  ven tu re .  The Tredegar Company 
incorpora ted  i n  1867, s u c c e s s f u l l y  a t t r a c t e d  Northern c a p i t a l ,  wh i l e  Ander 
and h i s  o l d  p a r t n e r s  r e t a i n e d  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  firm. The cornpany had more 
than regained i t s  prewar c a p a c i t y  when, du r ing  the  Panic of  1873, s e v e r a l  
o f  i t s  l ead ing  ra i l  customers went bankrupt ,  The r a i l r o a d s  which had made 
t h e  o l d  company now broke the  new. 

I r o n  gave way t o  s t e e l ,  b u t  t he  Tredegar,  l a ck ing  funds,  was unable  t o  
make the  t r a n s i t i o n .  Richmond gave way t o  Birmingham; Southern i n d u s t r y  
t o  Northern c a p i t a l ;  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t  of  t h e  South became a 
smal l  l o c a l  concern. The Tredegar remained i n  ope ra t i on  u n t i l  f i r e  
gu t t ed  t h e  o ld  p l a n t  i n  1952. The f i rm,  s t i l l  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
descendants  of  Joseph Anderson, removed t o  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County a t  t h a t  

In r u i n s ,  t he  o ld  Tredegar r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  on ly  a  n ine t een th -cen tu ry  
i n d u s t r i a l  complex, b u t  a l s o  a contemporary exp re s s ion  o f  t he  P i c tu re sque  
s p i r i t  o f  t h a t  cen tu ry  which th r ived  on romantic r u i n s  a s  w e l l  as s t a n d i n  
s t r u c t u r e s .  The w a l l s  which once supported t he  broad roof  spans are now 
f r ee - s t and ing  a r cades  and t h e i r  Romanesque manner con ju re s  up t h e  images 
a f a r  e a r l i e r  age. The o ld  Tredegar Works have a  tremendous p o t e n t i a l  
a s  a p a r t  o f  ~ i c h m o n d ' s  redeveloped r i v e r  f r o n t .  
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