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The St., John ' s  Church His to r i c  D i s t r i c t  con ta ins  the  o l d e s t  frame s t r u c t u  
ar  we l l  a8  aome of t h e  o l d e a t b r i c k  houeer i n  Richmond. The land ganera l  
bounded by 22nd S t r e e t  on t h e  wes t ,  Marshal l  S t r e e t  on t h e  nor th ,  East  
Frankl in  S t r e e t  on the  south ,  and 29th S t r e e t  on the  e a s t ,  i s  known a s  
Church H i l l ,  bu t  the  smal l  neighborhood surrounding the  park on t h e  e a s t e  
end is sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Libby H i l l .  The a r e a  sou th  and west of  
Broad and 25th S t r e e t s  i s  wi th in  the  o r i g i n a l  g r i d  p lan  of t h e  town of  
Richmond, l a i d  o u t  by W i l l i a m  Byrd i n  1737. The s t e e p  s lopes  t o  t h e  
south ,  e a s t  and west form the  n a t u r a l  boundaries of Church H i l l ,  bu t  on 
the  no r th  t h e  f l a t  p l a i n  cont inues ,  becoming Union H i l l .  

The e x i s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  the  S t .  John ' s  Church H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  is 
almost e x c l u s i v e l y  of  t he , " s ide  h a l l "  townhouse p l an ,  t h e  l a r g e r  houses 
having disappeared.  Those bui ld ings  i n  the  block bounded by East Broad, 
East  Grace, 23rd and 24th  S t r e e t s ,  known a s  the  Carr ington  block,  provide 
examples of  most s t y l e s  represented  wi th in  the  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  and, 
indeed,  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y .  The pre-1816 b r i c k  houses a t  2302 (Hi lary  
Baker House), and 2306 (Ann Adams Carr ington House) Eas t  Grace S t r e e t ,  
d i s p l a y  Flemish bond brickwork on the  f r o n t  facades,  b r i c k  corbeled 
co rn ices  and p l a s t e r  f l a t  a r ches  t y p i c a l  of the  Federal  per iod;  the  bow 
p r o j e c t i o n  and the  three-sec t ioned  window on the  Carr ington  House a r e  
reminiscent  of  l a r g e r  houses t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
Robert M i l l s ,  on Cap i to l  H i l l ,  f u r t h e r  west.  The c i t y ' s  o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  
row house, 2307-09-11 East  Broad S t r e e t ,  is Carr ington Row, b u i l t  l n  
1818. Its Neo-Classical f e e l i n g  i s  c r ea t ed  by t h e  s tuccoed b r i c k  facade 
wifh tts p i l a s t e r  motif and r e t e s sed  panels ' and  arches .  The Greek 
Revival Hardgrove House, 2300 East  Frankl in  S t r e e t ,  was b u i l t  i n  1849; 
i t s  th ree - s to ry~ townhousefacade is embellished wi th  a t y p i c a l  Greek Doric 
porch, g r a n i t e  porch s t e p s  and window l i n t e l s  s e t  on a facade of 
mechanically'bonded b r i c k  venee r i  The post-War, two-story row between 
and inc lud ing  2308 and 2316 East Grace S t r e e t  has f u l l - l e n g t h  porches i n  
both i r o n  and wood, p re sen t ing  the  range o f  decora t ive  d e t a i l i n g  poss ib l e  
i n  t h e  two ma te r i a l s .  The Carr ington block has the  most i n t e n s i v e  c o n t r a s  
i n  s t y l e s  o f  the  e n t i r e  a r e a  and has received the  most a t t e n t i o n  from 
H i s t o r i c  Richmond Foundation. 

Other important  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  inc lude  the  2600 block of East 
Franklin S t r e e t ,  where Greek Revival houses of t h e  1840 ' s  and '50 ' s  
predominate. Three b r i c k  bu i ld ings ,  formerly loca ted  on 2nd and 3rd 
S t r e e t s  and s l a t e d  f o r  demol i t ion ,  were dismantled and r e b u i l t  on Church 
H i l l ,  i n  t h e  2600 block of East  Franklin S t r e e t .  Notable ind iv idua l  
bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  the  b r i c k  Adams Double House (1809-lo),  
'501-03 Eas t  Grace S t r e e t ;  t h e  frame John Morris Cot tages  (1830, 1835, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ,  2500 East Grace S t r e e t  and 207 North 25th S t r e e t ;  t h e  
Gentry-Stokes-Crew House (1839), 2718 East  F rank l in  S t r e e t ;  and t h e  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  but  s t i l l  impressive White-Taylor House (1839), 2717 
East  Grace S t r e e t .  , . 

i These and o t h e r  va luab le  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  among l e s s  imposing 
houses which nonetheless .  a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  m a t e r i a l s ,  s c a l e ,  c o l o r  and 

1 I s t y l e .  S t r e e t  grading has  exaggerated t h e  e x i s t i n g  s lopes  i n  many c a s e s ,  
-
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Although t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  on Church H i l l  was the  p resen t  t r ansep t  of  
S t .  John's  Church, t h a t  bu i ld ing  d id  n o t  g ive  i t s  name t o  the 

: neighborhood t h a t  s lowly grew upa round  i t  u n t i l  the  n ine teen th  century.  
The a r e a  was f i r s t  known a s  Indian  H i l l  and l a t e r  Richmond H i l l .  The 
Libby H i l l  s e c t i o n  owes i t s  name t o  Luther Libby, whose house a t  1 North 
29th S t r e e t  faced the  p resen t  park;  h i s  warehouse, t o  the  south  a long 
t h e  r i v e r ,  a t  the  corner  of 20th and East  Cary S t r e e t s ,  became the wel l -
known Libby Pr ison  of  C i v i l  War days. 

Se t t lement  around S t .  John's  Church was extremely slow, due t o  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  s c a l i n g  t h e  ungraded s lopes  surrounding the  h i l l  i n  the  e a r l y  days,  
and t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  growth of the  c i t y  t o  the  w e s t .  Most of  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  
were merchants whose s t o r e s  and f a c t o r i e s  were convenient ly loca ted  i n  
Shockoe Valley below, o r  along t h e  James River.  The 1861 Turpin and 
Yatbrough Houses at 2209 and, 221i5 East Broad S t r e e t y . a n d  the  1849 Hardgrove 
House a t  2300 Eas t  Grace S t r e e t  were owned by tobacco manufactures.  
Yarbroughl:s f a c t o r y  s t i l l  s t ands  a t  , t h e ;southwest.  corner .  o f ,  25th :and 
Eas t  F rank l in  S t r e e t s ,  w i th in  the  borders  of the  D i s t r i c t .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  

. Church u ill's most s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e  is SF. ~ o h n ' sChurch, t h e  s i t e  
f o r  the  Vi rg in i a  Convention of 1775, where P a t r i c k  Henry de l ive red  h i s  

. . :  "Liberty o r  Death" speech..  The b u r i a l  ground surrounding t h e  church was 
t h e  main graveyard i n  Richmond u n t i l  the  opening of  Shockoe Cemetery i n  
1825. 

By t h e  1890's and ear ly-1900 's ,  t h e  p u l l  westward was too s t r o n g  f o r  
many o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Church H i l l ,  and they l e f t  t h e i r  homes f o r  
more f a sh ionab le  a r e a s .  The neighborhood d e t e r i o r a t e d  f o r  f i f t y  years  
u n t i l  preservation-minded c i t i z e n s  began t o  look toward r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  
of Church H i l l .  I n  1956, H i s t o r i c  Richmond Foundation was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
and, a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  e f f o r t s ,  the  c i t y  passed a n  Ordinance i n  1957 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  S t .  ~ o h n ' sChurch H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  This zone has 
been expanded twice s i n c e  then. 

One of the  o l d e s t  neighborhoods i n  Richmond, Church H i l l  is a f a s c i n a t i n g  
textbook of  n ine teenth-century  a r ~ h i t e c t u r a l ~ ~ t y l e s .Astds from the  
dominant frame mass of  S t .  John's  Church a t  t h e  p e a k , ~ f . , t h eh i l l ,  the 

. . , , ,  
des ign  elements range from t h e  compact propor t ions  of  a b r i c k  Fede ra l i s t  
house t o  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  i r o n  t r a c e r y  of  l a t e -n ine teen th  cen tu ry  Vic to r i an  
porches. Although most blocks have been f t l l e d  i n  completely by t m h o u s e r  
dramatic  v i s t a s  remain a c r o s s  roof tops  wi th  the  downtown sky l ine  a s  s 



H i l l ,  Tucker Herr in,  Church H i l l  ~ e i ~ h b o r h o o d ,1741-1861. Master ' s
t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of  V i r g i n i a ,  1967. 

Mordecai, Samuel, Richmond & BY-Gone Days. Richmond: 1946 ( republ i shed
from 2nd e d i t i o n  o f  1860. 

S c o t t ,  Mary Wingfield,  Houses o f  Old Richmond. Richmond: 1941. 
S c o t t ,  Mary Wingfield,  Q Richmond Neinhborhoods. Richmond: 1950. 
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As the designated Slate Liaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  
Nations I Register.89465),1 hereby nominate this property lor inclusion 

in the Netionel Register and certify that i t  has been 

evelriated,according to the  criteria and procehres  s e t  

fo r thby  the National Park Service.. Thc recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ' State Local 
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and has c rea t ed  a s e t t i n g  t h a t  enhances the v i s u a l  impact of  rows of  
houses, e s p e c i a l l y  a long North 25th S t r e e t  and the  2200 block of East  

Broad S t r e e t .  The much-repaired, high b r i c k  r e t a i n i n g  walls around 

S t .  .John's Church, g r a n i t e  curb ing ,  b r i c k  s idewalks and cobblestone 

paving on some s i d e  s t r e e t s  enhance the n ine teenth-century  atmosphere. 
Open spaces  e x i s t  i n  the  b u r i a l  grounds surrounding St .  John ' s  Church, 
t h e  park i n  Libby H i l l ,  the  Mews c r e a t e d  along the  a l l e y  i n  the  Carr ingt (  
Block, and the  open v i s t a  of the  Richmond s k y l i n e  seen from P h i l i p  
Johnson's new WRVA Radio S t a t i o n  j u s t  beyond the  western border  of  
the  H i s t o r i c  District. The P a t r i c k  Henry Park has  rep laced  a row of  
commercial s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  once faced S t .  John's  Church i n  t h e  
2400 b lock  of  E a s t  Broad S t r e e t ,  while  a one-story b r i c k  f i r e  s t a t i o n  
s t ands  on t h e  s i t e  of r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  northwest  co rne t  
o f  24th and East Broad S t r e e t s .  

backdrop t o  t h e  western blocks of  the  o l d  neighborhood. 

H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1957 Federal 
Library  of  Congress 
Washington, D. C .  Code: 08 

Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Report //127-192 
1970 S t a t e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Of f i ce  Building 
Richmond, V i rg in i a  Code: 45 

The S t .  John's Church D i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of  the  a r e a  beginning 
a t  t h e  po in t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  with the  e a s t  l i n e  of  Twenty-second S t r e e t  
of  the  no r th  l i n e  of the  a l l e y  between Broad S t r e e t  and Marshall  S t r e e t  
thence extending  a long t h e  no r th  l i n e  of  t h e  a l l e y  t o  t h e  west l i n e  
of  Twenty-third S t r e e t ,  thence extending a long the  west l i n e  of  Twenty- 
t h i r d  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  south l i n e  of  Marshall  S t r e e t ,  thence extending 
a long t h e  south  l i n e  of Marshal l  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  west Line of Twenty-
f i f t h  S t r e e t ,  thence extending a long t h e  west l i n e  of  Twenty-f if th  
S t r e e t  t o  a  po in t  midway between Broad S t r e e t  and ~ a r s h a l l  S t r e e t ,  
thence extending a long a l i n e  p a r a l l e l  with Broad S t r e e t  t o  the  west 
l i n e  o f  32nd S t r e e t  a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  the  south l i n e  of  t h e  
a l l e y  between Marshall  S t r e e t  and Broad S t r e e t ,  thence southwestwardly 
a long t h e  west  l i n e  of  32nd S t r e e t  t o  the  no r th  l i n e  of Grace S t r e e t ,  
thence i n  a  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  a long t h e  west edge of the roadway 
i n  Chimborazo Park a d i s t a n c e  o f  400 f e e t  more o r  l e s s ,  thence i n  a  
southwester ly  d i r e c t i o n  a  d i s t a n c e  of  700 f e e t  more o r  l e s s  t o  the  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  t h e  south  l i n e  of  Libby Terrace  and the  west  l i n e  of 
T h i r t y - F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  thence a long T h i r t y - F i r s t  S t r e e t  i n  a sou the r ly  
d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  no r th  l i n e  of  Williamsburg Avenue, thence i n  a  
wes te r ly  d i r e c t i o n  a long the  no r th  l i n e  o f  Williamsburg Avenue t o  &n 
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2. 	 i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Main S t r e e t ,  thence i n  a  northwesterly d i r e c t i o n  
along Main S t r e e t  t o  a  poin t  approximately 140 f e e t  e a s t  o f  Twenty- 
seventh S t r e e t ,  thence northwardly along a l i n e  p a r a l l e l  t o  Twenty- 
Seventh S t r e e t  t o  a po in t  midway between Franklin S t r e e t  and Main 
S t r e e t ,  thence extending along a l i n e  p a r a l l e l  wi th  the  south l i n e  
o f  Franklin S t r e e t  t o  the  e a s t  l i n e  o f  Twenty-second S t r e e t ,  thence 
extending a long  the  e a s t  l i n e  o f  'Itrenty-second S t r e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of 
beginning. 
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