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Introduction

This projectseekgo expandpublic andstateknowledgesurroundingR i ¢ h ns@. GBI Q—
lesbiangay, bisexual transgenderandqueerhistorythroughthe architecturakurveyof
significantlocations.Thoughthe historiesof variousminority groupshave frequentlybeen
overlookedVirginia andits residentsanbenefitfrom furtherattentionto thefield. By gaininga
betterunderstandingf the LGBTQ communityandassociate@rchitecturethis knowledgecan
helpto enrichV i r g ihistoryhdencourageising interestin the untold storiesof
marginalizeccommunitiesWithin the LGBTQ communityin particular,representatiofoundin
historyis quintessentialo youngemembersstill learningabouttheiridentities.Seeingvarious
LGBTQ figures,alongwith the historiclocationsthatheldimportanceor the community
providesa senseof stability andaffirmationnecessarjor a healthydevelopmenof identity and
self. Studyingspace®f oppressioroffersthe communityvital lessonsaboutthe typesof
activiam thathavebeenmosteffectiveandgranta sensef hopefor thefuture.

Thelocationsincludedin this reportwereselectedor theirimportancgoRi ¢ h ma®@BIQ s
history,and,in particular,centeraroundthe periodduringwhich Alcoholic BeverageControl
lawsinhibitedthec o mmu nfiegdgmiyaighly definedasthe periodbetweerthe 1960s
throughthe 1980s.Throughthis survey,my hopeis to establishpatternsn thetypesof locations
thatexisted,aswell asthe significancethesdocationshavehadin shapinghec i tLBEBTS)
community.



Methodology

Theprojectconsistof nineteerlocationsidentified by the Departmentf Historic Resources
LGBTQ HeritageWorking Groupbetweerthe summerof 2015andthefall of 2017.Thecurrent
undetakingentailedfield surveyof eachsiteto confirm conditions followed by researctio
understaneachl o c a thistaryandsignificanceto thelocal LGBTQ community.This
informationwasthenenterednto the Virginia Cultural ResourcdnformationSystem(V-CRIS)
andproducedn hardcopyfor inclusionin the publicly accessibl®©HR archives.

Theinitial stepwasconductingreconnaissanekevelfield surveysof the selectedocations Field
surveyswereconductedo monitortheir conditionandnearbyresourcesvereexaminedo better
understandhesignificanceof theb u i | docatiam.Assit appearedmanyof theseocations
hadvery deliberatdocationsin proximity to oneanothertherebylinking the LGBTQ
communitytogetherS mi &, afgrmerlesbianbar,stoodin closeproximitytoByrdP ar k' s
softballcourts,whichwasunderstandableonsideringhe popularityof softballamongthe
lesbiancommunitythroughouthelastcentury(Swisher,1889,p. 23). The Block, thoughnotthe
focusof this study,wasanunofficial district wheregaycruisingoccurredlts locationincluded
the BroadStreetStation,wherestationednenwould arrive anddepartduringthe SecondVorld
War, andstretchedor severablocksto includerestaurantdhotels,andotherestablishments
wheregayandbisexualmenwereprovisionallypermitted(Swisher,1988,p. 6). Studyingthese
architecturaresource®n a city-wide, ratherthanindividual scalehelpedrevealtrendsin the
locationwhich mayhavebeenotherwiseoverlooked.

This reportbuildsonwork previouslyconductedy local researchersithin DH R 'L&BTQ
HeritageWorking Group.Sincetheinformationwaslimited, BethMarschakandAlexL or ¢ h’ s
book GayandLesbianRichmondvasusedto find backgroundnformationon someof the
selectedocations Newspaperd]yers, andotherprimarysourcedocatedin the Virginia
Commonwealtiniversity (VCU) andVirginia Historical Societyarchiveswvereexaminedo
helpexpandon MarschakandL o r adséaschTheseprovideda betterunderstandingf the
community,particularlyduringthe 1970sand1980s which is whenmanyof theearlyLGBTQ
organizationsvereactive.BobS wi s larécies,paiblishel in variousnewspapersuchasOn
Our Own CommunityPressalsoprovidedvaluableinsightinto socialhistorythanksto his
interviewsandresearchEdwin Slipek,Jr. alsowroteaboutR i ¢ h m gayhistos/through
interviewsof menwho lived duringWorld War 1. Thoughnot exhaustivethesesources
provideda goodfoundationfor understandinghe LGBTQ communitythroughthelastcentury.

Broadlydefined,this studyaimsto evaluatehe history of differentaspect®f the LGBTQ
community,thoughcertainfactorshavecontributedto varyingamountsof representatiofor
individual groups.Socialclassandracehavebeendefining factorsin establishindiow much
informationexiststodayon a particulargroup.Wealthy,white rich men,and,occasionally,
womenhaveenjoyedmanysocialfreedomshatpooror nonwhite citizens,regardles®f sexual
orientation havenot. While this studyseekgo focuson all individualswithin the community,



thereis moreinformationavailableon thosewho possessedealthandsccial standingwhichis
evidentin thesurveyshemselves.

Also importantto noteis thefluidity of labelsusedto referto themembersf the LGBTQ
community.Today,the communityrecognizesiumeroudabelsto facilitate understandingf

0 n eséxaaland genderndentity which did not exist,or werenotwidely usedin decadepast.
Languagéhasalsoshapecdhow theindividualsunderstandhemselvesandmodernideastoward
genderandsexualitythatmaynot align with thoseof the past.While this studyaimsto
understandheidentitiesof the communityby their own terms,which wereoftenlimited to
“lesbiari and“ g a thecdmmunityis referredto broadlyasthe LGBTQ community,asit better
encompassebe differentidentitiesastheyareunderstoododay. Thoughit is evidenttodaythat
transgendeindividualsinhabittheir own categorywithin the broadlydefinedLGBTQ
community,theiridentitieshavehistoricallybeengroupedwith lesbianandgayindividuals,
which complicateghe studyof their history. Sincethis wasareconnaissanekevel survey,it is
vital to notethattransgendeidentitiesmaybe underrepresentezincemostof thelocationsfocus
on gayandlesbianrealities,which mayor maynot haveincludednonbinaryor transgender
individuals.



Historical Context

Like mostAmericancities, Richmondhassupporteca LGBTQ populationthroughoutits history,
whethernt wasvisible or not. While muchof RichmondLGBTQ historyprior to thetwentieth
centuryhaseitherbeenerasedr wasneverrecordedn thefirst place,thelastcenturyhasseena
vibrantdevelopmenbof culturein theVirginia’ sapital.lt is undisputabléehatLGBTQ
individuals—looselydefinedasthoseattractedo the samesex,identifying differently from their
assignedgendey or rejectingtraditionalbinaryunderstandingf sexuality—havealwaysexisted,
buttrackingtheir history hasbecomemuchmorefeasiblewith increasedisibility sincethe
1960s.

A constanhasbeentherole thatprivateresidence$fiaveplayedin the community.Sincethe
middle of the nineteenttcentury,mostLGBTQ individualshadonly privateresidenceso serve
astheir socialspacesstherewereno barsor restaurant$o caterto their needslt wasatime of
strict socialconservatis, butresidencegrovideda privacyimpossibleelsewherendalloweda
smallcommunityto exist. Thisis evidentin the Ellen Glasgowhouse whereshemetwith fellow
suffragsts andfostercloserelationshipswith differentwomen(Marschak& Lorch,2008,p. 19),
aswell asthe HunterStaggresidencesyherehewould hostpartiesfor variousartists,writers,
andothercreativeindividualsto meet(Wilt, 2014,n.p.). Thoughit is difficult to confirmthe
orientationof theseindividuals,muchevidencepoints to themprioritizing samegender
company.

Priorto the 1960s thereappearso be someconsensughatthe LGBTQ communitylargely
circumventegersecutionaslong astheyavoidedpublicity andkeptto themselvestherewere
few police crackdownsBob Swisher(1989),a Richmondjournalistandhistorian,hasfound
throughinterviewsof gayandlesbianmemberghatthe climatein Richmondfor the LGBTQ
communitywasfar moretolerantthanin manyothercitiesduringMc C a r Erh(p. 233. While
this mayhavebeenthe case socialstigmasagainstsamesexrelationsremaineda significant
problemfor manygay,lesbian,andbisexualpeopleregardles®f thelack of criminal
persecutionNumerouspeoplehadno optionbutto remainin the closetfor their safdéy, and
manystruggledo find relationshipsor community.

Socialattitudes)egislation,andotherfactorscontributedo alargely hiddencommunity—or
ratheronepurposelyignoredby boththe public andthe police until the 1960s.Soonenough,
attitudesbegunto shift acrossAmerica;it wasatime of socialandsexualrevolution,and
visibility for thefirst time becamepossible Notably,Junel969markedthe beginningof the
StonewallRiotsin New York, which resultedfrom protestto a policeraid at the Stonewallinn.
Althoughnowknownin popularcultureasa gayuprising,someof the mostvigorousprotestors
weretransgendepeople As thefirst activistorganizationdeganconductingmeetingsacross
Richmondin theearly1970s the Virginia Alcoholic BeverageControlboard,in conjunction
with RichmondPolicebeganto crackdownon LGBTQ-friendly establishmentthatserved
alcohol.Thistensionhasbeenresponsibldor Ri ¢ h m deaxiblé aadfluid gaycommunity,
which haslearnedo find newplaceso socializeanddifferentavenuegor meeting—thoughthis



ingenuityis hardlysurprisingconsideringhatonly decade®efore, the needto hide,conceal,
andimproviseinfluencedall gaysociallife.

Thoughthereis arelativelywell-recordechistory of LGBTQ establishmentthatservedwhite
patronshroughoutR i ¢ h m oenedthissoryfrom the mid-centuryto the presentijt is important
to notethatRichmondwasaracially segregatedity, andthis wasno exceptionat white-only
establishmentsuchasMarro n i agayrestauranin the basemenof the now-demolished
CapitalHotel. Unfortunately black LGBTQ barsarelessknown,andfew sourcesarecurrently
availablethatmentioneventheir existenceThe Hippodromes a notableexception sinceit was
apopulartheatrdocatedin the midstof JacksonNard, historicallyregardedasthe African
Americaneconomiccapitalin the South.A white gaymanunderthe pseudonynRalphrevealed
thathefrequentedhe Hippodromefor entertainmentiood, andcommunityduring the wartime
years(Slipek,2002,p. 19). However,asGeorgeChauncey1994)aptly notesin his evaluationof
NewYork’ Blarlem,” iwaseasierfor white interlopersto be openlygayduringtheir brief visits
to Harlemthanfor the blackmenwho lived thereroundthec | o @.R44).

By the1960sandonward,Virginia’ ABC lawsweremorefrequentlycitedasanexcuse
to penalizeor evenshutdown LGBTQ-friendly establishments®R i ¢ h m arohdectsrahistory
alsoreflectsthis; startingthis decadetherewerenumerousestaurantandbarsthatopenedand
wereshutdown in the spanof severalyears.This promptedawaveof uneasendrestlessness
within thecommunity,which would eventuallyculminatein theestablishmentf Ri ¢ hmond’ s
first LGBTQ activistgroups.Notably,R i ¢ h m dirst tbrmal gayorganizationGayAwareness
in Perspectivé GAP) wasfoundedin 1974andheldweeklymeetingsatthe PaceMemorial
United MethodistChurch(Marschak& Lorch,2008,p. 40). Anotherorganizatiorfollowed a
yearafter: TheRichmondLesbiarFeministsalsoheldtheir meetingsat PaceMemorial (p. 67)
OnOctober8, 1977,in response&o Anita B r y shamophobic® S atke€ h i | daneenthe
first organizedyayrightsrally washeldin MonroePark(Outhistory, Rai fnfbanve | i ne” ) .

In the 1980sthe HIV/AIDS epidemicsweptthrough the countryandhada profound
impacton Richmond.Oneof thefirst clinicsto treatpatientswith HIV/AIDS wasthe FanFree
Clinic, which contributedsignificantlyto the healthof the LGBTQ communityby offering
treatmenandspreading/ital information andawarenesghroughouthe community(FanFree
Clinic, 2017,n.p.). Themedicalcenterat Virginia CommonwealtiUniversityandotherlocal
hospitalsundoubtediytreatedndividualswith HIV/AIDS duringthis period,thoughpertinent
recordsonthistopic arenotreadilyavailable. The globalepidemicwould eventuallyresultin
increasedctivismwithin the LGBTQ community,which wasespeciallyaffectedby the
epidemic.

Thefollowing decadesawmuchprogressasaresultof activismthroughrallies, peitions,
andlegalcasesThehomophobicABC law thatenabledheagencyto fine andcloseLGBTQ-
friendly establishmente/asfinally overturnedn 1991,which allowedthe legal existenceof
LGBTQ alcohotservingestablishmentanda newsenseof securityfor the community
(Maranger1991).In thefollowing years numeroustherLGBTQ-friendly establishments
openedsincethe overturnof the law.



ResourceAnalysis

Throughevaluationof the architecturatesourcesssociateavith Ri ¢ h m &@Bd Q tsstory,
includingtheir locationsandtheir pastfunctions,a possibletypologyof resourcedecame
evident.Thecategoriesareasfollows:

I Privateresidences

I Activist spaces

I Alcohol-servingsocialspaces
1 Nonalcoholicsocialspaces

1 Space®f oppression

I Healthcarespaces

Private Residences

Fromthebeginningof the 20" centuryuntil the 1940s the majority of the socialspacesvere
privateresidencessuchasthoseof Lewis Ginter, Adele Clark, andEllen Glasgow.Therewere
few, if any,non-privatesocialspacesgaybarsdid not exist,unlikein New York, which sawthe
developmenof thefirst gayandlesbiansocialspacesTherefore mostof thecommunitywas
connectedhroughcertain LGBTQ or LGBTQ-friendly individuals.During this time, moreso
thananyother,mostmembersxperiencedlienationsocietyat largedueto the challengeof
finding otherallies

Activist Spaces

Followingthe 1969StonewallRiotsin New York, awaveof LGBTQ activismsweptthroughthe
nationanddid notfail to passthroughRichmond.Thoughthe GAP Rappublicationnotesthat
manyRichmondinhabitantgdid travelto participatein variousralliesin the 1970sin New York
andWashingtorDC, Richmonditself sawtherise of variousactivistorganizationsDuring this
time, accessibl@ublic spacedecamenimportantmeetingspacdor LGBTQ organizersvho
stroveto promoteacceptancandequalrightsfor the community.

Publicparks,particularlyByrd ParkandMonroePark,becamerital spacegor protestsand
rallies.Richmondorganizedts first pridemarchin Junel979(Marschak& Lorch,2008,p. 66).
Theserallieshelpedpromotevisibility of thecommunity,therebyestablishinghe membersasa
significant partof the populationcapableof organizedprotestsandpolitical influence.

Alcohol-Serving and Non-Alcoholic Spaces

Thoughsomeof theseestablishmentbBaveexistedfor sometime prior, it wasin the 1960sthat
theVirginia Alcoholic BeverageContrd boardbeganto cooperatavith the policeto shutdown



LGBTQ-friendly spaceghatservedalcoholto LGBTQ patrons.Thesecategoriesnakesense
primarily within the contextof oppressionasthe ability to servealcoholwasvital for granting
the ABC authaity to shutdownanestablishment.

Whatenabledhe ABC to actwasSectiond-37 (2-C) of theVirginia Alcoholic BeverageControl
Act, which establishedhat:

“ T Beardmaysuspendar revokeanylicensedssuedby it if it hasreasonableauseo
believethatthe placeoccupiedby thelicensehasbecomea meetingplaceor rendezvous
for usersof narcotics drunks,homosexualgprostitutespimps,panderersgamblerspor
habituallawv i o | #GAB Rap,1976).

Thesurveyedocationsrevealseveral GBTQ-friendly establishmentthatwereclosedasa
resultof this law. The generakrendfollowing 1960until 1991,whenthelaw wasrepealed,
showsthatnumerougestaurantandbarsopenedor only afew yearsandwereshutdownsoon
after. Theclienteleoften shiftedto anotherplace,oftencloseto the original location,or thenew
establishmenthatopenedn the placeof a previousonealsocontinuedservingLGBTQ patrons.

Spacesf Oppression

Themostnotablearchitecturaresourcewithin this categoryis the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage
Controlheadquartersyhich playedarolein fining andshuttingdownnumeroud. GBTQ
establishments.

Healthcare Spaces

Thoughthis surveyfeaturesonly a singlearchitecturafresourcewithin this categoryhealthcare
for LGBTQ individualsbecamencreasinglyimportantduringthe 1980samidstthe AIDS
epidemicwhich affectedthe LGBTQ populationsignificantly.



Survey Findings

Private Residences

DHR ID 127-0056:Ellen GlasgowHouse,1 W. Main Street, Richmond, VA

Ellen Glasgow(18731945)wasa PulitzerPrizewinning authorwho residedn Richmondthroughouther
life. Ellen Glasgowfocusedherwriting careeron questioningpatriarchyandtraditionalgenderrolesin
southerrculture.Shepublishednineteemovels,the mostacclaimedf which wereTheDeliveranceand
In ThisOur Life. Shewasalsoa memberof the EqualSuffrageLeaguein Virginia. Glasgowhada close
relationshipwith AnneVirginia Bennettfor overthirty years,aswell asRadclyffeHall, who wasthe
authorof the earlylesbiannovel, TheWell of Loneliness.

Her homealsoservedasa meetingplacefor the EqualSuffragelLeagueof Virginia.

While alreadyindividually listed on the NationalRegisterf Historic Placesthe Ellen GlasgowHouseis
recommendedsa potentialcandidatdor a nominationupdateto documeniG| a s gnontradiional
socialsphereandsamesexrelationships.



DHR ID 127-0179: Lewis Ginter House,901W. Franklin Street, Richmond, VA

Lewis Ginter,oneof Ri ¢ h monastfameusbusinessmeandphilanthropistshasbeenregardedy
somescholargo havebeenexclusivelyattractedo men,which makeshis Franklin Streetresidene
worthy of consideratiorior its relevanceao RichmondLGBTQ history. Accordingto his NewYork Times
obituary,he” n e pomtedlys o u ghe ¢cofmpanyof women.Ginterspentthe majority of his life with
JohnPope aformerdeliveryboywho Ginteradoptel whenPopewassixteen suchanarrangementvas
oneof thefew optionsto samesexcoupleswvho wantedto havelegalrights pertainingto property
ownershipmedicalcare,andotherimportantlife events Theylived togetheruntil Pope'deathin 1896at
901 WestFranklin Street He left hisfortuneto his niece,GraceArents,who continuecdto work in
philanthropyby openingschoolsalibrary, andotherservicedo benefitRichmond Arentslived together
with herlong-time companionMary GarlandSmith,who wasateacheiat the schoolArentsfounded.
TheGinterHouseis worthy of furtherstudyin the contextof local LGBTQ history.

10



DHR ID 127-0201:0101:Adele Clark 6 kome,3614Chamberlayne Ave, Richmond, VA

AdeleClark (18821983)wasanartistduringthe beginningon the 20th century, knownfor her suffragst
activismandtheartit inspired.Sheworkedtogethemwith severalthersuffragistsandartistalongwith
writers NoraHoustonandWilloughby lons. Shelived with lonsat 3614Chamberlaynévenue.lt may
be arguedthatthetwo of themhadbeenin aromanticrelationshipwhich would makethe site significant
to Richmond'd_GBTQ history. However,sincethe building hasbeensignificantly alteredandnow

functionsaspartof a mid-twentiethcenturyapartmentcomplexit is notrecommende@ligible for the
NationalRegisterof Historic Places.

11



Activist Spaces

DHR ID 127-03830017:PaceMemorial United Methodist Church, 700W. Franklin Street,
Richmond, VA

Richmond #rst formal gayorganizationGayAwarenessn PerspectivGAP) wasfoundedin 1974and
held weekly meetingsat the PaceMemorial United MethodistChurch.Accordingto their publication,
GAP Rap,meetingswereheldeveryThursdayat 7:30PM.The organizatiorexisteduntil April 1978,and
hada significantimpacton bringingthe RichmondLGBTQ communitytogetherat atime thattherewere
few communityconnections.

RichmondLesbianFeminists(RLF), anactivistgroupthatremainsactivetoday,alsoheldtheir first
meetingat PaceMemorial United MethodistChurchon February22,1975.Dueto its role asanactivist
andcommunityspacefor theearlyLGBTQ communityin Richmond the PaceMemorial United
MethodistChurchis recommendedbr furthersurvey.

12



DHR ID 127-0170:U.S.Courthouse,1000E. Main Street, Richmond, VA

In 1976,the GayAlliance of Student{GAS), a studertied organizatiorassociateavith Virginia
Commonwealttuniversity (VCU), wentto courtagainstAlfred Matthews the Deanof StudentLife at
VCU, andseveral othersin orderto petitionfor GAS to beallowedto registerasa studentorganization
andthereforereceivethe samespaceandfunding opportunitiesasotherstudentrganizationat VCU.
Accordingto the case GAS claimedtheir objectiveswvereto establisha communityfor gayor same
gendernattractedstudentstio promoteeducatiormandawarenessandto advocatdor “ g & y g asaavil
liberty. A lower courtruledin favor of the university.With legalandfinancialhelp providedby the
NationalGayandLesbianTaskForceandthe AmericanCivil LibertiesUnion, GAS wasableto appeato
ahighercourt.

In agroundbreakinglecision the FourthCircuit Courtof Appeals,housedn the Lewis F. Powell,Jr.,
U.S.Courthousetuledin favor of GAS, which enabledhemto becomean official studentorganizatiorat
VCU. Thedecisioneffectivelyreformedsimilar lawsin tenotherstatesandenabledhe official formation
of numeroud. GTBQ studentclubs.Dueto its significanceto the early LGBTQ rights movementin
Richmond thealreadyNationalRegisterof Historic Placedisted Lewis F. Powell,Jr.,U.S. Courthouseés
recommendedbr furtherstudyin the contextof a potentialnominationupdatefocusedonthe GAS court
case.

13



DHR ID 127-0300: Young Wo megtChristian Association,6 N. 5" Street, Richmond, VA

TheRichmondYWCA, or YoungWo me iChristianAssociationwasa smallboardingfacility that
openedn 1888.1t playedanimportantrole for womenhistorically andretainsits significanceto this day.
It assistedvorking mothersin caringfor childrenin thisf a ¢ i huisderyThe¥ WCA relocatedheir
organizatiorto alargerbuilding on 5th Streetin 1914 ,wherethe additionalspacevasusedfor residence
andfitnessareasThe 5th Streetlocationremainsactiveto this dayandcontinuego offer women
numeroussocialservicesNotably,the groupalsoseekdo eliminateracism,which theyhavebeen
working on sincethe 1930swhenthe YWCA assistedn establishinghe SoutherrCommissioron
Interracial Cooperation.

In additionto supportingvomenandthe advancemenaf racerelations the YWCA building alsoserved
asameetingspacdor RichmondLesbianFeministsandtheWo me dlitical Caucusn the 1970s,and
hadanactiverole in assistinghe feministcommunityof Richmond.Dueto its historicsignificanceand
architecturethis locationwould be agoodcandidatdor furthersurvey.

14



LW M bl
o o."o

2
-]
a
£
-
3
s
€
u

DHR ID 127-5546:Richmond Public Library, 101E. Franklin Street, Richmond, VA

TheRichmondPublicLibrary has beenamongRichmond mostimportantmeetingplacesfor members
of theLGBTQ communitysincethe 1960s As a public venue it wasneverunderrisk of beingshutdown
by the Virginia ABC boardfor servingalcoholto LGBTQ people.Theorganizerof Richmord * s
Lesbhian/GayPride Day Committeemethere,aswell asnumerousthers,dueto its accessibilityIn the
mid-1970s the RichmondGayandLesbianPrideCoalitionmetatthelibrary to assemblehe Ga y e
P a g ewhkich providedlistingsof local LGBTQ-friendly businessedn 1984,supporterf gayrights
metat the RichmondPublicLibrary duringtheforum for RichmondCity CouncilcandidatesThis
revealedhevoting powerof the LGBTQ populationin Richmond,andhelpedbring LGBTQ issuego
attentionat alocal level. Becausef its significanceto LGBTQ activismsincethe 1970s this siteis
recommendedbr furthersurvey.

15




MonroeParkservedasanactivistandsocialspacedor college studentsandactivistsoverthelastseveral
decadeslt lies atthe centerof severaimportantLGBTQ spacesn Richmond;PaceMethodistChurch,
the original FanFreeClinic buildingandVCU dormitoryRhoaddHall. Its proximity toV C U casnpuss
notabk, for VCU is regardedasaliberalizingfactor,andwasamongthec i tewrlysstesof LGBTQ
activism.

It wasalsothesite of afamousLGBTQ proteston October8, 1977,in responséo homophobic
commentsnadeby singerandantigayactivistAnita Bryanduringher” S athe€ h i | danaem This
protestisregardedasR i ¢ h mdirat drgasizedyayrightsrally, andgatherechundredsf participants
accordingto the RichmondTimesDispatch The parkalsohostedtheWo me fréstsvalin 1974.Notable
figuresin attendancevereFlorynceKennedy,Rita Mae Brown, andMargaretSloan.This spacenvasopen
to lesbiansaandsamesexattractedpeopleandservedasbothanactivistspaceanda socialforum. As the
site of severaleventsassociateavith earlyLGBTQ rightsin Richmond MonroeParkis recommendedbr
further studyanda potentialhistoric district nominationupdateto includethe history of activism
associateavith thepark.

16



Alcohol-Serving Social Spaces

DHR ID 127-7175:Smi t t y 0 s /Male Bog, 83103 $heppard Street, Richmond, VA

This locationstartedout asa barcalledS mi t ih 39544.959; it wasoriginally a spacepopularamong
w 0 me softballteamspeinglocatedjust blocksawayfrom Byrd Park.Dueto the associatiorof softball
with lesbiansand bisexualwomen,aswell asthe statusof someof the patrons this waslikely anearly
lesbianfriendly establishmentalbeit not officially. Leo JosephKoury acquiredS mi t in the'1360sand
renamedt L e o Unslerhis ownershipjt becane a barfor gay men.He wasableto chargehigherprices
asoneof thefew Richmondestablishmentthatserved” h o mo s eMennaayhavebeenmoreprofitable
customerghanwomen,who hadfewer opportunitiesto earnmoney.In 1976,it wasrenamedlhe Male
Box after Koury surrendereadwnershipto a relative. However,it was promptly closedafter an incident
whenaco-conspiratohiredby Koury to regainownershipof thebarshotat the patronskilling one,which
resultedin K o u ridictmenton federalcharges,ncluding murder.Due to its significanceto LGBTQ
history, it is eligible for furtherstudy.

17



DHR ID 127-7177:Babesof Carytown, 3166W. Cary Street, Richmond, VA

Babesof Carytown,or “Babe$ asit is locally known,is locatedseverablocksawayfrom anothemwell-
knownlesbianturnedgaybar,S mi t t y’' s MaleBoxat310%.Breppardtreet.Thoughthelatter
is closed,Babesof Carytownremainsopenandpopularwith Ri ¢ h m ¢tesbrisssidothersamesex
attractedvomen.lt is mentionedn sourcesstartingin the 1970s,suchasthe GAP Rappublication,but
the exactdateof operationis unknown.

Theremaybea correlationbetweerthe changeof ownershipof S mi  t—twhich®adbeenawo me n’' s
spacebut startedo caterto gay meninstead—and theappearancef Babesput additionalresearchs
necessaryAs avenuecateringspecificallyto LGBTQ clientele,Babesof Carytownis araresurvivor

from the pre-1991period,duringwhich the Virginia Alcoholic BeverageControlBoardregularlyshut
downestablishmentthatservedor employed.GBTQ individuals.Dueto its significanceto LGBTQ
history, it is eligible for furtherstudy.

18
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DHR ID 127-03750112:409Club, 409W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA

409Club onceservedasa LGBTQ friendly socialestablishmenandwasquite popularthanksto its prime
locationfacing BroadStreetin the heartof Richmond.Oneof thefirst catalogednentionsof the 409 Club
isin theGAP RapnewspapeonMarch30,1975,which celebratedherenovatiorof thebuilding,implying
thatit hadbeenin useprior. The publicationnotestheadditionof D i x iBa&ck Bar, which offersa dance
floor andasitting area.Today,it servesasthe Medical Arts building, but appearvacant.Furtherresearch
onthis spacewould bebeneficialaspartof thelargerLGBTQ club scenén Richmond but thisindividual
locationdoesnot appeato riseto thelevel of individual NationalRegistereligibility.

19



Non-Alcohol Serving Social Spaces

DHR ID 127-0226:Broad Street Station, 2500W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA

Thoughthe building todayservesasthe ScienceMuseum Broad StreetStationusedto be atrain station
usedby servicemeron leaveto military assignmentsAs aresult,BroadStreetStaion, aswell asseveral
nearbyhotelsandrestaurantservedasplacesof gaycruising,puttingit atthe heartof a districtthat
would laterbeknownas” t B ke o astivesincethe 1940s.Thedistrict stretchedrom First Street,
throughFranklin,Main, andFousheeStreetsthoughthelines haveshiftedthroughoutheyearsin
responséo police presenceTheresources listedonthe NRHP, thoughits LGBTQ significances not
detailedin the nomination.

20



DHR ID 127-02370634:Hippodrome Theatre, 528N. 2" Street, Richmond, VA

TheHippodromewasatheatrelocatedin the JacksonWard,the formereconomiccapitalfor African
Americansgn the South.While thereareno discernibleLGBTQ HarlemRenaissanckguresassociated
with the Hippodrome severalaccountsnentionit asLGBTQ friendly establishmentn aninterviewwith
alocal writer, awhite gaymanunderthe pseudonynof Ralphmentioredvisiting the Hippodromeduring
wartime,wheresomesoldierswould go for entertainmentlt likely servedasa socialforum for African
AmericanLGBTQ individualsduringthetime it wasactiveasatheatre aswell, thoughinformation
aboutthis communityis notoriouslyscant.Dueto its significanceto boththe African Americanand
LGBTQ community,aswell astheir overlapsthis building is recommendeetligible for anomination.
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DHR ID 127-6067:Byrd Park, 600S. Boulevard, Richmond, VA

Byrd Park,andmorespecificallyits sportfacilities, aresaidto havebeenusedby the lesbiansoftball
communitysincethe 1950sor earlier,accordingo BobS wi s lintenviéwof lesbiansvho lived in
Richmondduringthattime. Therehasbeenalong-termassociatiorbetweeriesbiancommunitiesand
softball,makingByrd Parkanevidentsocialspacdor samegenderattractedvomenin the decadeshatit
hasbeenactive.Byrd Parkis notablycloseto a barthatwasoncecalledS mi t whjchvegsapopula
lesbianspacefrom 1954to 1959beforeit changedwnershipandbecamepredominantlya gay male
spaceTheparkis listedonthe NRHP, thoughits LGBTQ significances not detailedin the nomination.
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P RS B O S

DHR ID 127-7178:Humphrey-Calder Field, 414N. Thompson Street, Richmond, VA

This publicly-ownedfield hasbeenin usesincethe 1940sandprovidedwomenwith avital socialspace

in the community,particularlysinceit is accessibléo all socialclassesDueto the popularityof softball

in lesbianand bisexualcircles,aswell asthevisits of playersto Babesof Carytowni,it is likely thatthe
HumphreyCalderField wasanimportantspacdor the Richmondlesbianandbisexualwomen's
community.Accordingto local historianBethMarschak;* i thelate 1990s the city decidedthatthis field
would nolongerbeavailableto thew o me reamsandinsteadwvould becomea Little Leaguef i elh d . ”
responseo this, the Metro RichmondWo me Bspo”sAssociationopposedhis decisionandorganizeda
protestat City Hall. While importantto Richmond'd GBTQ past,HumphreyCalderFieldis likely not
individually eligible for the NationalRegisterof Historic Places.
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Spacesf Oppression

DHR ID 127-7176:Virginia Alcoholic BeverageControl Headquarters,2901Hermitage
Road, Richmond, VA

The Alcoholic BeverageControlBoardwasa majorantagonisto Richmond EGBTQ community.Due
toVi r g ialeahaldws,notablySection4-37 (2-C), the ABC Boardwasableto suspendilcohol
licensedor anyplacethatservedasa“ r e n d dor usaysaf sarcoticsdrunks,homosexuals,
prostitutespimps,panderersgamblersor habituallawv i o | aDuetatte ABC' enforcementf the
law, numeroud. GBTQ-friendly establishmentaereforcedto shutdownovertheyears with somebeing
openfor only ashorttime beforeanothereplacedhem.ForexampleR e n erestawsantlocatedin the
CapitolHotel, openecayearafterMa r r @losedin he samelocation,andboastegopularityafter
anothelLGBTQ-friendly restauant,E t o mwasmrcibly shutdownby the ABC. In 1969,R e n eownl s
beerandwine licensewasrevoked which startedR i ¢ h mdirst dublis LGBTQ protestsFurtherstudy
is recommendetb determinghe scopeandimpactof ABC lawson Virginia's LGBTQ communities.
Thoughthe ABC headquarterbuilding hasexperienced numberof additionsandalterationsit is
significantasa spaceof oppressiorof LGBTQ peoplein the mid-to-late twentiethcentury.
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Healthcare Spaces

DHR ID 127-02480102:Fan Free Clinic. 1103Floyd Ave, Richmond, VA

TheFanFreeClinic, thoughit haschangedocationsseverakimesovertheyearswasV i r g ifinstifree’ s
healthclinic foundedin 1968.It wasinitially locatedin themiddleof Ri ¢ h m&andistristat1103
Floyd AvenueandwasmodeledafterSanF r a n c HaggletAshiairyfreeclinic, which offeredsimilar
serviceslt workedin helpingprovidewomenwith healthservicessuchasoral contraceptiveandother
formsof birth control,andofferedtestingfor sexuallytransmittablediseaseg-anFreeClinic personnel
alsoprovidedfirst aid duringriots andprotestslt wasoneof thefirst locationsthathelpedtreatpeople
with HIV/AIDS duringthe pandemidn the 1980s largelythroughvolunteersandlaterexpandedher
attentiontowardseducationpreventionandsupportservicesThe FanFreeClinic hasbeenrenamedhe
HealthBrigadeandcontinuego servethe Richmondcommunity.The clinic operatedut of 1103Floyd
Avenuefor ashortperiodbeforemovingto largeraccommodationat the nearbyfirst Unitarian
UniversalistChurch.Thoughit wasanimportantsite associateavith healthcardor LGBTQ Richmond
residentsthis temporarylocationis not recommendeéhdividually eligible for the NationalRegisterfor
its associatiorwith the history of FanFreeClinic.
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Recommendations

Fromtheresearcltonductedit is evidentthatfurtherresearclwould be beneficialto our
understandingf Ri ¢ h m&@GBIQ community.Thoughthis projectwaslimited in scopeasa
reconnaisancelevel surveyof the physicalspacesandstructuresaassociateavith the community,
therearemanydirectionstowardwhich researchersould directtheir attention.

Most notably,the LGBTQ HeritageWorking Group sesearctwould benefitfrom the inclusion
of nonwhite, nonaffluentindividuals.While the Hippodromestandsout asa spacefor LGBTQ
membersnteractingattheheightof theHarlemRenaissancandfollowing into the Second/Norld
War, additionalsiteswould enrich understandinggf Ri ¢ h m distaly. Most of the LGBTQ-
friendly restaurantgnd barsmentionedn this reportservedwhitesonly. This demonstratethat
eventhemarginalizedvhite LGBTQ communityhadmoreprivilegeandpowerthanthenonwhite
community Locationsworthy of furtherstudyareL u | @ blagklesbianbarin ChurchHill, and
the generalJacksonWard historic district, which was notablefor beingthe economiccenterfor
African Americansin the SouthduringJim Crow segregation

Anotherareain needof moreresearchs Richmond EGBTQ historyprior to the 1930s since
therearevery few accessibleéecordsaboutthis time. While Bob Swisherasprovidedseveral
articlesdetailingwhatlife waslike for the communityduringWorld War I, further studyof
moreprivateresidenceassociateavith LGBTQ individualswould helpunderstandhe period.
HunterStaggis anotheffigure to considerfor his role in fosteringanartistcommunityin the

1920s particularlyfor hisinterestin race,gender and identity (Wilt, 2014,n.p.). TheVCU
Jame<abellL i b r 8pegmalCallectionsandArchivescollectioncontainssomeof St agg’ s
papersandcorrespondenceyhich would enablefurther study.

Sitesassociateavith the AIDS epidemic suchashospitalsfree clinics, hospicesandlocations
servingsimilar functionswould provebeneficialfor understandingherole thatAIDS hadin
shapingRi ¢ h ma&a®BI Q community.Considering o d amprovedrecordkeeping
practicesjnformationandstatisticamaybeavalable to aid theresearch.

An updateto the Tanglewood\ationalRegiser nominationwould help bring attentionto its
significance .Tanglewoodvas—andcontinuego be—arestauranin GoochlandCountythat
servedLGBTQ patronssincethe 1950s.Bob Swishermentionsvisits to Tanglewoodas
significanteventsfor R i ¢ h m gayahdlesbiancommunity,which foundsthe meritfor further
study(1989,p.7).
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