PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM (PIF) for INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES

DHR No. (to be completed by DHR staff) 031-0001

Purpose of Evaluation
Please use the following space to explain briefly why you are seeking an evaluation of this property.

We are seeking to obtain official recognition of the mill’s historical significance to the area.

Are you interested in applying for State and/or Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits?  Yes No __x

Are you interested in receiving more information about DHR’s easement program? Yes No __x

1. General Property Information
Property name: Roberson Mill

Property address: 1367 Roberson Mill Road SE
City or Town:___Floyd
Zip code: 24019

Name of the Independent City or County where the property is located: __Floyd County

Category of Property (choose only one of the following):
Building __ x Site Structure Object

2. Physical Aspects
Acreage: +/- 3.0 acres

Setting (choose only one of the following):
Urban Suburban Town Village Hamlet Rural__x

Briefly describe the property’s overall setting, including any notable landscape features:

The mill is located on the south side of Roberson Mill Rd SE (Rt. 714), on the inside of a 90-degree bend
in the road; about one-quarter mile from Route 8. The West Fork of Dodd Creek meanders through a
nearly flat, fertile meadow on the east and south sides of the mill, and before 1972 was channeled to the
mill race and a wooden flume that led to the mill wheel. The flume has deteriorated, leaving only the mill
wheel on the east side of the mill building. Until about 40 years ago, a spring house stood directly across
the road from the mill. Parts of the earthen mill race remain intact. The county parcel ID# is 66-12.
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3. Architectural Description
Architectural Style(s): No discernable style

If the property was designed by an architect, landscape architect, engineer, or other professional, please
list here:

If the builder is known, please list here: _John W. Epperly, millwright (builder)

Date of construction (can be approximate): 1880s

Narrative Description:

In the space below, briefly describe the general characteristics of the entire property, such as its current
use (and historic use if different), as well as the primary building or structure on the property (such as a
house, store, mill, factory, depot, bridge, etc.). Include the architectural style, materials and method(s) of
construction, physical appearance and condition (exterior and interior), and any additions, remodelings,
or other alterations.

Roberson Mill is an a frame two-story grist mill that measures about 25' x 35, It is estimated to have
been built in the 1880’s by John W. Epperly. The mill building is structurally sound and many of the
inner workings are still intact, but the building and steel water wheel are in overall poor condition.

The mill was last in operation around 1984. After the wooden sluice began to collapse in 1972,
milling continued using electric power instead of water power. The last work on the building was
done in the mid 1990s, when the foundation and roof were repaired. Since then it has continued to
deteriorate; however, the roof remains sound and continues to protect the interior.

The book The Water-powered Mills of Floyd County, Virginia : Illustrated Histories, 1770-2010 [Franklin F.
Webb and Ricky L. Cox, 2012: 111-114] contains good descriptions and history of the Roberson
Mill and notes the following as unique [or unusual] features:

0 Split-level main floor, no basement. The main gearing is exposed to and accessible from the
main floor.

The millstones sit on an elevated platform [built of heavy timbers].

Stairs in the center of the mill, rather an along a wall or in a corner.

Minimal shafts and belting.

John W. Eppertly’s name is stamped in the forged steel arms of the millstone hoist.

The wooden mill race (flume) was among the longest and tallest in the county.

O O0OO0OO0Oo

In addition the book notes that the wooden overshot water wheel was replaced by a Fitz steel
overshot wheel in 1956. There are two burr millstones and a buckwheat huller.

Besides the mill wheel, there are no other extant historic resources associated with the mill. The flume is
pictured in the Webb and Cox book.
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4. Property’s History and Significance
In the space below, briefly describe the history of the property, such as significant events, persons,
and/or families associated with the property. Please list all sources of information used to research the
history of the property. (It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or family genealogies to this form.)

If the property is important for its architecture, engineering, landscape architecture, or other aspects of
design, please include a brief explanation of this aspect.

The mill was built by John W. Epperly in the 1880s and purchased by miller Homer Roberson in 1931.
Homer’s son Harry purchased the mill in 1988 and retains ownership currently. Eppetly is noted as having
been “one of Floyd County’s most accomplished millwrights.” Cleve Smith bought “John Epperly’s old mill”
from J. W. Brammer in 1922 and sold it to John Smith in 1926. Smith sold it to Homer Roberson in 1931.His
son Harry Roberson operated the mill at varying capacities until 1988.

“The mill was one of the last two commercial mills to operate under water power in the
county and one of only two existing flour mills that was neither designed to incorporate a
roller mill nor modified afterward to accommodate one...The Roberson mill represents,
therefore, the county’s most authentic picture of flour milling as it was done in the United
States through most of the 19" century. At the same time, it is the most distinctive among
mills (that were still standing in 2010) in design and machine layout, and also demonstrated
some of the finest craftsmanship in wood and metal components. The pride Epperly took in
what he built, evidenced by the stamping of his name on the forged steel arms of the stone
hoist, was well justified” [Webb and Cox, 111-114].

The pages of the Roberson Mill entry from Webb and Cox’s book are enclosed as an attachment.
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5. Property Ownership (Check as many categories as apply):
Private: __ x Public\Local Public\State Public\ Federal

Current Legal Owner(s) of the Property (If the property has more than one owner, please list each below
or on an additional sheet.)

name/title: Harry A. and Mary F. Roberson

organization:

street & number: 1367 Roberson Mill Rd SE

city or town: Flovd state: VA zip code: __ 24091
e-mail: telephone:

Legal Owner’s Signature: See attached Date:

¢ ¢ Signature required for processing all applications. * *

In the event of corporate ownership you must provide the name and title of the appropriate contact person.
Contact person: Regina Roberson Cox
Daytime Telephone: __540-320-5588

Applicant Information (Individual completing form if other than legal owner of property)

name/title: Regina Roberson Cox

organization:

street & number: _ 3349 Indian Valley Rd NW

city or town: Radford state: VA zip code: __24141
e-mail: cox(@swva.net telephone: _540-320-5588

6. Notification
In some circumstances, it may be necessary for DHR to confer with or notify local officials of proposed
listings of properties within their jurisdiction. In the following space, please provide the contact information
for the local County Administrator, City Manager, and/or Town Manager

name/title: Terry W. Morris, County Administrator
locality: Floyd County
street & number: _120 W. Oxford St.
city or town: Floyd state: VA zip code: __ 24091
telephone: 540-745-9300
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