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______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:  
      entered in the National Register  
      determined eligible for the National Register  
      determined not eligible for the National Register  
      removed from the National Register  
      other (explain:)  _____________________   
 

                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  
 
Public – Local 
 
Public – State  
 
Public – Federal  
 
 
Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

 
Building(s) 
 
District  
 
Site 
 
Structure  
 
Object  
 
 
 
 

 
 

X 

 

 

 

X 
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Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)  

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____1________   ______0_______  buildings 
 
_____0________   ______0_______  sites 
 
_____0________   ______1______  structures 
 
_____0________   ______0______  objects 
 
_____1________   ______1_______  Total 

 
 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _____0____ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
__DOMESTIC: Motel_ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
__DOMESTIC: Motel_ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  
 
Architectural Classification  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
_MODERN MOVEMENT_ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: _Concrete, metal, glass_______________ 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The former Crest Kitchenette Motel (now the Cutty Sark Motel Efficiencies) is a Modernist-
style, three-story, four-bay concrete block building located on the corner of 37th Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in the Oceanfront area of Virginia Beach, Virginia. Originally called the Crest 
Kitchenette Motel, it was designed in 1963 by architect William Burton Alderman and 
constructed by the original owner, Mr. William T. Winner, who was a contractor by trade. The 
motel has a roughly L-shaped footprint and a flat roof, and it fronts on Atlantic Avenue, facing 
the ocean to the east. The eye-catching façade presents a grid of vertically stacked units with 
large picture windows and doors opening onto concrete balconies. The two center bays of the 
façade project slightly beyond the end bays and the concrete block walls that divide the bays 
vertically project above the roofline and beyond the front of the building to the front edge of the 
balconies to provide privacy for the occupants and visual interest for the primary elevation. The 
motel includes thirteen guest rooms, one owner’s suite, and an office/lobby space. A concrete 
exterior stair provides access to the exterior cantilevered concrete corridors across the rear 
elevation of the building that provide access to all of the units. Every unit consists of a large 
room with an original 1963 kitchenette along one wall and an attached full bathroom; eleven of 
the units have private, ocean-facing balconies. The exterior of the motel is characterized by its 
concrete construction with brick accents along the north side elevation, cantilevered concrete 
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balconies and exterior corridors, modest size and scale, original plate glass windows set in a 
staggered arrangement, and Modern-style design accents, including the projecting concrete walls 
on the facade and stacked bond on the north side elevation. The interior retains the original 
floorplan, original kitchenettes, and many original finishes. The motel is the sole contributing 
resource on the property; an in-ground pool, added in 1982 behind the building, is the only 
noncontributing resource. The motel retains excellent integrity of location, design, setting, 
workmanship, materials, feeling, and association.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Setting and Location 
 
The Cutty Sark Motel is located on the southwest corner of the intersection of Atlantic Avenue 
and 37th Street on the Virginia Beach oceanfront. It faces east towards the beach and boardwalk, 
one block away. The building abuts the sidewalks along 37th and Atlantic with a small patch of 
grass and low landscaping at the front corners of the building. The remainder of the lot behind 
the building is a paved parking lot and a swimming pool. The in-ground swimming pool is 
located to the rear of the building near the southwest corner and is encircled by a concrete patio 
which is enclosed by a solid panel vinyl fence. Several early 20th-century beach cottages are 
located across the street on 37th Street facing the Cutty Sark and are a reminder of the types of 
buildings that used to occupy the area. Except for these three cottages, the area around the Cutty 
Sark today is occupied by tall, multi-story hotels, parking garages, and commercial development. 
 

 
Looking north down Atlantic Avenue, Cutty Sark on the left. September 2021. 

 
The Cutty Sark was built at a time of explosive growth and dramatic changes along the Virginia 
Beach oceanfront. While a 1961 aerial image of the northern section of the oceanfront shows 
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mostly modest two-story beach cottages of frame construction, including the three that still 
survive along 37th Street, 11 new hotels were built along the oceanfront between 1960 and 1963, 
including the Crest Kitchenette Motel.1  During the first 10 years of the Crest Kitchenette’s 
operation, the surrounding area was a mix of old beach cottages and new two- and three-story 
Modern-style motels. The area remains at the heart of the hospitality corridor of Virginia Beach, 
but new high-rise hotels are taking the place of the older cottages and smaller midcentury motels.  
 
Exterior Description 
 
The Cutty Sark Motel Efficiencies is a Modernist-style, three-story, four-bay concrete block 
building that faces the ocean. It has a flat roof and a roughly L-shaped footprint. The front of the 
building and longest elevation faces Atlantic Avenue while the shorter stem extends to the rear 
along 37th Street. The eye-catching, east-facing facade is staggered with the two center bays 
projecting slightly beyond the end bays. The concrete block walls that divide the bays along the 
facade project above the roofline and beyond the front of the building to the front edge of the 
balconies, a design decision both functional and aesthetic. There are eleven units with private 
balconies which make up the bulk of the facade. Exposed prestressed concrete beams comprise 
both ceiling and floor support in the balconies. Each unit has a single flush door opening on to 
the balcony and the rest of the wall is comprised of original plate glass windows set in staggered 
aluminum frames. Balcony balustrades are simple metal railings with square pickets painted 
white. There are two painted signs on the front of the building, though both are located to be 
visible to traffic headed north or south on Atlantic Avenue, not from head on. Both are located 
on the sides of the projecting center bays, one on the side facing traffic traveling north and the 
other on the side facing traffic traveling south. One says “Cutty Sark Motel, Efficiencies, and 
Historic Cottages” and is illustrated with a seashell and clouds in a blue sky, while the other says 
simply “Cutty Sark” with an illustration of a seashell. According to the original architectural 
drawings, the original signage, which read “Crest Kitchenette Motel” in large script letters, was 
located on the largest brick panel on the north side elevation of the building.  
  
The office and main entrance are located on the first story in the right corner end bay. This bay 
has the same large aluminum picture window as the rental units and a glass and aluminum entry 
door. A porch has the same dimensions and design as those found on the rental units and has the 
same white metal railing; it is accessed via two concrete steps from a short walkway that extends 
from the sidewalk along Atlantic Avenue.  
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Northeast oblique. September 2021. 

 
The side elevation along 37th Street highlights the masonry construction of the building. Walls 
are laid in stacked concrete block painted yellow with vertical header brick panels painted green 
(also laid in stacked bond) accenting four vertically aligned window bays. The widest, central, 
concrete block section is further detailed with symmetrically placed diamond-shaped 
indentations. Windows are used more sparsely on this elevation than on the façade. The left end 
bay has a large picture window on the first story only (this illuminates the office). The center two 
window bays feature vertically aligned 1-by-1 slider windows, one on each story. In the right end 
bay is another of the 1-by-1 slider windows alongside a fixed picture window, one on each story, 
vertically aligned. All of these windows are the original aluminum sash.  
 

 
North side elevation masonry detail. September 2021. 
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The rear elevation faces the parking lot and the swimming pool (added in 1982). It has few 
windows and is dominated by the exterior stair alcove, which is tucked between the stem of the L 
and the mechanical tower. The dog-leg floating concrete stair features an original railing with 
four horizontal wood rails affixed to metal posts. It provides access to covered concrete 
balconies that extend along each floor and are the primary point of access for all of the rental 
units. The original solid core, flush doors for each unit remain, each with a central decorative 
molded panel and the room number. Original wall-mounted light fixtures illuminate the stair and 
the exterior corridors. There are very few windows on this elevation; the two center units on each 
floor have small, square windows beside the doors and there are small, original aluminum slider 
windows located in the far right end bay, one on each floor, vertically aligned. To the left of this 
end bay is one of the few modifications to the motel: the construction of a short wall section inset 
between the mechanical tower and the original concrete block south section of the building. On 
the original plans, there is no wall in this location, just the balcony railing, but it has since been 
enclosed with framing and wood shingle cladding with 1/1 double-hung vinyl windows on the 
second and third floors and a door (opening into the pool area) on the first floor. There is a third 
painted sign that reads “Cutty Sark Efficiencies” high on the wall of the motel at the corner 
closest to 37th Street. 
 

 
Rear elevation. September 2021. 

 
Interior Description 
 
Inside, the motel contains thirteen guest units and one owner's unit, all of which contain kitchen 
efficiencies. All except for the three units in the rear ell have private balconies facing the ocean. 
There is a small lobby and enclosed office on the first floor of the building, in the front northeast 
corner, that is accessed from Atlantic Avenue. 
 
The lobby is well-lit, with large picture windows on both the front (east-facing) wall and the 
north wall. The space has painted concrete block and brick walls and carpeted floors, and the 
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prestressed concrete beams that extend through the building from front to back are exposed on 
the ceiling. An L-shaped counter defines the public space from the work area. An enclosed office 
is located directly behind this lobby. The lobby is accessible from both the front of the building 
and the rear; a short hall leads from the lobby to the open corridor and exterior stair along the 
rear elevation. The owner’s unit can be accessed through the enclosed office behind the lobby 
and from the outside corridor. It is identical to the other units and, when demand was high 
enough, the door between the office and unit would be secured and this unit would be rented as 
well.  
 
An exterior concrete stair in an alcove on the rear of the building provides access to all three 
floors. Units are accessed from exterior corridors extending from this stair alcove. The units 
themselves are a single large room with a kitchen efficiency. In most units, the kitchen efficiency 
is built along a wall located near the entrance door. Each unit has a tiled bathroom. The 
prestressed concrete beams that provide structural support for each floor are exposed in the 
ceilings of each unit and extend through the wall to the balconies beyond. In the eleven units 
with private balconies, the east wall of each unit is dominated by a large, floor-to-ceiling picture 
window and solid flush door that leads to the balcony. Inside the units, painted concrete block 
walls are exposed and floors are carpeted.  
 

 
Guest unit interior, looking towards the ocean-facing picture window. September 2021. 

 
The kitchen efficiencies are all original and consist of a sink, a range top, an oven, a small 
refrigerator, and cabinets, all in a compact steel unit with a white porcelain finish. A surviving 
label on one unit reads, “Dwyer, Michigan City, Indiana.”  The Dwyer company was established 
in 1926 to manufacture compact kitchens and steel cabinets. A ca. 1954 product bulletin touts the 
benefits of their kitchenettes, which come in four different sizes and models, in apartment living, 
motels, vacation homes, and adaptive reuse projects. The model used at the Cutty Sark is the 
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Series 48 Standard Model Electric kitchen.2  Each rental unit also has its original kitchen exhaust 
fan which vents through the wall into the corridor and stair alcove.  
 

 
 

Guest unit interior, original kitchenette (left). September 2021. Dwyer Kitchens brochure, ca. 1954 (right). 
 
Secondary Resources 
 
The in-ground pool to the rear of the motel is roughly rectangular in shape and is enclosed within 
a four-foot panel fence. It was added to the property ca. 1982 and is therefore considered to be a 
noncontributing resource. There are no other secondary resources historically associated with 
this motel.  
 
However, the three cottages located in a row across 37th Street from the motel (201, 203, and 205 
37th Street) are now owned by the Koch family, who own and operate the Cutty Sark Motel, and 
are themselves excellent surviving examples of the types of single-family summer cottages built 
along the Virginia Beach oceanfront in the early 20th century. Each has an associated secondary 
dwelling on the rear of the lot. They were acquired by the Kochs one at a time as they became 
available for purchase in the 1980s. They were first divided into apartments during the 1940s 
when the military occupied the Cavalier Hotel and housing for military families was in high 
demand. Today, the six cottages (3 primary resources, 3 secondary) are divided into 13 
apartments and the Kochs rent them for vacationers as part of their operation of the Cutty Sark, 
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although they were not originally associated. These cottages are not within the boundaries of the 
property being nominated to the National Register.  
 
Integrity Statement 
 
The former Crest Kitchenette Motel retains excellent integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. It remains in its original location with on-site 
parking, surrounded by motels and resort-oriented commercial development on Atlantic Avenue 
and three surviving early 20th century beach cottages on 37th Street. Modifications to Alderman’s 
original design and materials are extremely minimal. The construction of a short section of wall 
with double-hung windows on the rear elevation is described above. The only other major 
alteration to the design was the replacement of the original balcony railings, which, according to 
the original plans, consisted of colored asbestos panels in an aluminum frame, with the current 
white metal picket style railing. Other changes, while not minor, are largely invisible: the flat 
roof has been replaced several times, the HVAC has been replaced, and a geothermal well has 
been installed. Character-defining design elements including the exposed concrete beams, 
stacked masonry bond, projecting façade, off-set windowpanes in the picture windows, and 
compact kitchenettes in each unit remain intact. The intact physical shell of the building 
illustrates the workmanship of original owner and contractor, William T. Winner. Crest 
Kitchenette Motel is associated with an important period in the growth and development of the 
motel industry in Virginia Beach, a context that is fully developed in the associated Multiple 
Property Document, Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort Motels and Hotels (1955-1970), and its 
physical integrity allows it to convey this association, along with a feeling of mid-century 
vacation luxury.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location 

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

X 

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_ARCHITECTURE_  
_COMMERCE_____  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 
 
 
Period of Significance 
_1963-1970_______ __ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
 
 
Significant Dates  
_1963______________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
 
 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
__N/A______________  
___________________  
___________________ 
 
 
Cultural Affiliation  
__N/A______________  
___________________  
___________________ 
 
 
Architect/Builder 
_Alderman, William Burton (Architect)___ 
_Winner, William T. (Builder)__________  
___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The former Crest Kitchenette Motel was designed in 1963 by architect William Burton 
Alderman and built by owner and general contractor William T. Winner the same year. Now 
known as the Cutty Sark Motel Efficiencies, it occupies a prime location in the resort area of 
Virginia Beach along the primary thoroughfare of Atlantic Avenue on a parcel that has both an 
ocean view and a private parking lot. The Modernist-style, three-story, concrete and steel motel 
was owned by the Winner family for ten years before it was sold and went through a period of 
transition, and a name change to the Cutty Sark Motel, before it was bought by Mr. Melvin and 
Mrs. Jimmie Koch in 1977. It remains in the Koch family today, operated as a seasonal motel, 
and is a notable survivor of the type of independently-owned, family-operated motels that used 
to dominate the oceanfront before the high-rise national chain motels moved in. It is eligible for 
listing on the National Register at the local level under Criteria A and C in the areas of 
Commerce and Architecture under the Multiple Property Document Virginia Beach Oceanfront 
Resort Motels and Hotels (1955-1970). The period of significance is 1963-1970, which extends 
from the date of the original design through the duration of the associated historic context 
developed in the MPD. The building includes multiple features characteristic of the resort motel 
property type and has good integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. The Crest Kitchenette Motel epitomizes several significant trends seen in the 
hospitality industry along the Virginia Beach oceanfront during the 1960s, including the rise of 
Modern-style designs executed by a registered architect, the use of concrete and steel 
construction materials, the incorporation of kitchenettes into the rental units, and a functional 
emphasis on autonomy and privacy illustrated by on-site parking, private balconies, and in-room 
dining facilities that appealed to the shifting cultural norms of the family road-trip clientele.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Historic Background 
 
The Cutty Sark was built as the Crest Kitchenette Motel in 1963 by Mr. William T. Winner, 
owner and general contractor. Winner and his wife bought the property in January 1963 from J. 
Milton Miller, Sr. and at the time a single-family cottage occupied the parcel.3  The Winners 
demolished the cottage immediately and hired architect William Burton Alderman to draw up 
plans for a small, modern motel. Alderman’s plans are dated February 12, 1963 and the motel 
was completed the same year.4  Alderman was also the architect for several other motels in 
Virginia Beach built in the 1960s, including Jefferson Manor Motel Apartments, the Blue Marlin 
Lodge, the Plantation Motel, the Balboa Motel, and the Golden Sands Motel.5  Mr. Winner was a 
well-regarded contractor in the Pittsburg area with experience building houses and renovating 
apartments and he acted as general contractor for the construction of the motel; when it opened it 
had the largest units on the oceanfront and high-end kitchen efficiencies.6  His daughter, Janet 
Winner Boutwell, recalls that Mr. Winner felt strongly that including kitchenettes would really 
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appeal to the families that he hoped to attract as guests, as it would make their vacation more 
affordable if they did not have to go out to a restaurant for every meal.7   

Winner’s wife, Mildred, was the sister of Lois Strickland, who was married to Fred Strickland 
whose family had owned the Newcastle Hotel in Virginia Beach since the 1940s. The Winners 
spent time in Virginia Beach each summer visiting the Stricklands and it was during these visits 
that the idea of building their own motel along the oceanfront was born.8  It seems likely that the 
Winners were also introduced to architect Alderman by the Stricklands; according to his son, 
Bennet Strickland, Fred Strickland undertook a major renovation of the Newcastle Hotel every 
five years or so and he believes that Alderman may have been involved with at least one of these 
projects.9 (A 1985 photograph of a section of the Newcastle shows a full-façade breeze block 
wall in front of an exterior corridor, which is very similar to Alderman’s design of the Jefferson 
Manor Motel Apartments, while the horizontal board railing of the stair is nearly identical to the 
railing used at the Cutty Sark.10)  The Winners resided in Pittsburg for most of the year, but 
during the first summer that the Crest Kitchenette Motel was open they came down and lived in 
the owner’s unit of the motel and managed it themselves. Their daughter, Janet, remembers that 
she was 13 years old that summer and learned to cook on the kitchenette in their room where she 
was in charge of cooking and dishes for her family while her parents ran the front desk.11  
Eventually they hired a manager to operate the motel year round. By November 1965 
advertisements appear in the Virginian-Pilot for the Crest Kitchenette Motel offering, “Lovely 
efficiencies; private balconies; utilities; maid service; cooking utensils; linens; $100,” indicating 
that by the fall of 1965 the motel was open year round for weekly and monthly rentals during the 
off-season.12  Additional advertisements for low winter rates at the Crest Kitchenette Motel 
appeared in the Virginian-Pilot in January, August, and September 1968. 
 

 
Architectural drawings for the Crest Kitchenette Motel north elevation, February 1963, William B. Alderman. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900         OMB Control No. 1024-0018 
 
Crest Kitchenette Motel  City of Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 8 page 16 
 

 
Crest Kitchenette Motel, vintage postcard, ca. 1965. Courtesy of Janet Winner Boutwell. 

 
In May 1973, the Winners sold the motel to a real estate investment group identified as “Crest 
Associates” on the City of Virginia Beach property card, a group which included local real estate 
broker and developer Mr. Littleton Hudgins. Hudgins immediately attempted to turn the motel 
into condos and ran an advertisement in the Virginian-Pilot May 19 through 22, 1973 advertising 
efficiency apartments in the Crest Kitchenette for sale.13  His effort was unsuccessful, however, 
and by August 1974, Hudgins had changed the name of the motel to the Cutty Sark Motel, 
which, depending on which story you believe, is either a nod to a famous sailing ship or a bottle 
of scotch, and was listing the entire motel for sale.14   
 
The Cutty Sark would remain on the market for three years until Mr. Melvin and Mrs. Jimmie 
Koch bought it in 1977. Mr. Koch spent his career in the Navy, serving as a mechanic and 
Maintenance Office for fighter jet squadrons for over 20 years before retiring as a Lieutenant 
Commander, and the family came to Virginia Beach in 1960. While he would be deployed on 
aircraft carriers for 6-9 months at a time, Mrs. Koch raised their children in Virginia Beach and 
later went to work managing hotels along the oceanfront. She got her first job at the Ocean 
Ranch Motel in 1961 or 1962 as a desk clerk where she shared a job with a schoolteacher; Mrs. 
Koch worked during school hours while the teacher worked when school was not in session. In 
1969, when the Windjammer Hotel opened, Mrs. Koch became the manager at that 
establishment. Both of the Kochs retired around 1975. The Cutty Sark had been for sale for over 
a year by then; its small size made it difficult for owners to make a profit. Because Mr. Koch 
could fix anything and Mrs. Koch had experience managing a motel, they decided they could 
make it work. Since it was supposed to be a project for their retirement, the small size was 
appealing. They hired a maid, Annie Howard, and the three of them were the only staff for the 
next 20 years. Like many of the hotels and motels along the oceanfront during the mid-20th 
century, the Cutty Sark has always closed during the winter months while under the ownership of 
the Koch family. When the motel was closed in the off-season, the Kochs would travel the world 
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doing market research by staying in small, family-owned motels in over 100 different countries. 
Although Mr. Koch died in 2017, Mrs. Koch still runs the motel, now with the assistance of her 
children and grandchildren. She knows many of her guests on sight and has seen them come 
back year after year; some of them grew up coming to the Cutty Sark with their parents and now 
bring their own children.15   
 
Justification of Criteria and MPD Registration Requirements 
 
The former Crest Kitchenette Motel is an excellent example of the type of small, independently-
owned, family-operated motels that were built along the oceanfront in the 1950s and 1960s and it 
retains good integrity to the period. It is recommended individually eligible for listing on the 
Registers under the Multiple Property Document, Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort Motels and 
Hotels (1955- 1970). According to the MPD: 
 
  The Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort Motels and Hotels illustrate a significant period in 

the development of the city’s beach frontage that spans the period between the early family 
cottages and luxury hotel accommodations constructed in the 1880s and the early twentieth 
century, and the emergence of national chain hotels that entered the market in 1970. In the 
mid-1950s, new motels in the resort area began to reflect national hospitality industry trends 
that acknowledged their guests’ shift away from formal, domestic settings to a more 
informal, private setting. Visitors were no longer only wealthy patrons who could afford to 
travel by train for extended periods; America’s prosperous post-World War II economy 
gave rise to a strong middle-class that had leisure time, owned private automobiles, and 
could afford to vacation annually. As a result, business in the resort area boomed in the 
postwar era and was aided by major transportation initiatives that made Virginia Beach 
increasingly accessible to tourists from major cities along the Atlantic seaboard. Within the 
first three years of the 1960s, eleven new motels/hotels were added to the Virginia Beach 
resort area. These resort motels and hotels once lined the beach and were so prevalent that 
by 1971, the local Chamber of Commerce noted at least 70 such facilities, approximately 20 
of which are still extant. … Architecturally, the new motel accommodations appeared 
streamlined, open, accessible, and above all “modern.” The image was achieved through the 
use of materials (concrete, glass, metal), guest room arrangement (vertically stacked 
identical units), open-air breezeways and walkways (often edged by walls of concrete breeze 
block or metal railings), and ample parking for guests’ automobiles. Both trade and 
architectural publications of the time emphasized the need to consider the automobile in the 
planning and management of new motels and hotels. Privacy was maximized as guests 
could move from their car to their room without entering a main lobby, and almost every 
unit was equipped with a private balcony instead of a shared verandah. The Resort Motels 
and Hotels reflect the change in function and aesthetics that was ushered in during the early 
years of the “automobile culture” and also reflect the influence of commercial construction, 
which utilized modern materials and was overwhelmingly Modernist in style during the 
1950-1960s period.16  
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As an example of the Resort Motel subtype identified in the MPD, the Crest Kitchenette Motel is 
eligible at the local level under Criterion A in the area of Commerce as an example of a resort 
motel constructed in the oceanfront area of Virginia Beach in the 1960s that embodied 
significant trends in the hospitality industry from that period, including the incorporation of 
kitchenette facilities into each room, on-site parking, and a design that maximizes both roadside 
visibility and an ocean view. As an example of an architect-designed Modernist-style motel, it is 
also eligible under Criterion C in the area of Architecture.  
 
As per the Registration Requirements established in the MPD, eligible resources should retain 
good integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and association. The Cutty Sark remains on 
its original site (integrity of location) within a mixed commercial setting on the Atlantic Avenue 
strip with a parking lot in the rear (integrity of setting). The Cutty Sark retains good integrity of 
association because it was built between 1955 and 1970 within the resort area of Virginia Beach 
to provide overnight or short-term accommodations to tourists. It retains such significant 
character-defining features as concrete block construction; original flat roof; visually 
differentiated units; exterior corridors; original floorplan with kitchenettes in each unit; original 
private concrete balconies with exposed concrete beams; plate glass windows; original footprint 
and three-story height; stacked/vertically aligned facade; and Modern-inspired style, all of which 
contribute to its excellent integrity of design and are character-defining features of the Resort 
Motel subtype defined in the MPD beginning on page 30. Good integrity of materials is 
demonstrated by the retention of all of the original windows, the original kitchenettes in each 
unit, and the original concrete structural system. 
 
Context 
 
As the MPD explores in greater depth, the hospitality industry was highly seasonal during the 
early 20th century, but one of the significant shifts evident in the new resort motels of the 1960s 
is a transition to a more year-round business model. In part, this was due to the increased 
accessibility of the Virginia Beach resort area as a result of transportation improvements, but it 
was also due to a change in how motels were constructed and operated. Prior to the motel 
building boom of the 1960s, many of the accommodations along the oceanfront were older 
shingle-style cottages that had grown with multiple small additions over time. These properties 
were often family-run businesses that had been in the same family for several decades. Owners 
added on to their properties as they could afford it. John Jakle explores a similar phenomenon in 
his book, The Motel in America, as he discusses the rise of the mom-and-pop motel operation in 
the 1930s: “Mom and Pop approached business expenses in the same way that they did their 
personal budget: they bought only what they could afford with cash on hand.”17 Particularly in 
the early days of the tourist cottage and motel courts, owners who had had a good summer 
season would spend the winter adding a few more cabins to the courtyard. But by the early 1960s 
along the Virginia Beach oceanfront, the demand for accommodations was surging and the cost 
of land was rising. Entrepreneurs and investors looking to build entirely new hotels were 
attracted, not to the rambling shingled style of the early 20th century, but instead to the new 
Modern styles promoted in popular lifestyle publications like LIFE magazine and in trade 
magazines as they attempted to make their establishment stand out from the crowd. The cost of 
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building these new Modern concrete-and-steel structures, along with the rising cost of land, 
meant that entrepreneurs interested in getting into the motel business often had to take out a loan 
to cover construction and start-up costs. As banks required monthly payments on loans all year 
long, regardless of the ebbs and flows of tourism, the new motels were often equipped with heat, 
kitchens, and apartment-style accommodations to provide an income during the off-season 
through short-term rentals.  
 
The Crest Kitchenette Motel is emblematic of this shift as it was built as an investment property 
by an out-of-town owner and was designed to provide an income year-round. Advertisements in 
the local paper indicate that short-term rentals were offered during the offseason at least by the 
fall of 1965. This year-round operation was built into the original design of the motel as it 
included central heating and a kitchenette in every unit. The motel was on the cutting edge of the 
kitchenette trend as it was one of the very first properties along the oceanfront to include a 
kitchenette in every room. (According to Kitty Bosher, owner of the Jefferson Manor Motel 
Apartments, when Jefferson Manor and Crest Kitchenette opened in 1963, there was only one 
other example of a motel in the resort area that included kitchenettes in the units.18)  Mr. Winner, 
who sought to attract the growing clientele of middle-class family vacationers with his new 
motel, elected to prominently announce this new amenity by including “kitchenette” in the 
original name of the motel. Indeed, as the MPD explores in greater depth, the shift toward in-
room dining with kitchenettes was also a response to shifting social trends of the 1950s and 
1960s which saw the traveling public eschewing the large formal dining rooms included with the 
older hotels in favor of accommodations that allowed them to prepare their own food on their 
own schedule, reflecting a social preference for informality, autonomy, and affordability. The 
use of both kitchenettes and Modern design, therefore, was also a way for business owners in the 
booming resort area to set themselves apart from the competition and appeal to the growing 
numbers of their targeted audience - middle-class family vacationers. While other early examples 
of resort motels with kitchenettes, including Jefferson Manor, retain their kitchenette facilities, 
most are not completely original. In Jefferson Manor, for example, the components of the 
kitchenette were purchased separately and have been replaced overtime. The Cutty Sark, on the 
other hand, includes kitchenettes manufactured as a single unit and all are entirely original. 
Manufactured by the Dwyer Company out of Indiana, the compact steel units feature a white 
porcelain finish, and each includes a sink, a small refrigerator, an oven, cabinets and a range top. 
   
The context developed in the MPD also examines the significant architectural shift that occurred 
along the Virginia Beach oceanfront during the 1950s and 1960s. Photographs in local 
accommodation directories from this period illustrate an abrupt shift from the classic shingled 
beach cottage style of hotel to a distinctly Modern style motel. New establishments that appeared 
in the 1950s and 1960s often sported flat roofs, concrete-and-steel construction, exterior 
corridors consisting of cantilevered concrete balconies, exterior stairs, ample parking in front of 
the units, and elements of Modern design. Increasingly, owners and investors turned to a 
registered architect to design their new Modern-style motel in an effort to make their 
establishment stand out from the crowd. In their special Virginia Architect Section in August 
1958, the Virginia Record (a publication of AIA Virginia) declared, “One of the most exciting 
building fields in which the Tidewater area architects are working is that of beach motels and 
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hotels.”19  Architect William Burton Alderman was one of the most prolific architects of 
midcentury motels along the Virginia Beach oceanfront. He established his own architectural 
firm in Virginia Beach in 1956; according to the 1962 AIA directory, the firm of William Burton 
Alderman was located at 600 21st Street and Mediterranean Avenue in Virginia Beach and 
specialized in residential, commercial, religious, and recreational buildings; health facilities; 
landscape design; and interior design.20  Research indicates that his earliest Virginia Beach motel 
was the Plantation Motel in 1959-60 (demolished). During the same time period, he was also the 
architect of record for the substantial renovations to the Marshalls Hotel. In the mid-1960s his 
Virginia Beach motel commissions picked up speed and included (at a minimum): Holiday 
House Motel (addition and renovations) (1962) (demolished), Jefferson Manor Motel 
Apartments (1961-1963) (DHR # 134-5383), Crest Kitchenette Motel (1963) (DHR # 134-5866), 
Golden Sands Motel (1965) (demolished), Blue Marlin Lodge (1965-66) (DHR # 134-5398), and 
the Balboa Motel (1969-1970) (demolished).21  In a fairly extensive search for the names of 
architects associated with motels in Virginia Beach built in the 1950s and 1960s (associated with 
the research for the MPD for Virginia Beach Oceanfront Resort Motels and Hotels (1955-1970)), 
no one name appeared as often as Alderman’s. All of these motels could be described as 
Modernist in style with concrete-and-steel frames, modest in size, and at least five of them 
included at least a portion of rooms with kitchenettes or apartment-style living (Jefferson Manor, 
Crest Kitchenette, Golden Sands, Blue Marlin, and Balboa). Jefferson Manor and the Crest 
Kitchenette were featured in an article from May 1964 in the Virginia Record which highlighted 
the work of Virginia architects. The Crest Kitchenette Motel is described as being “designed to 
accommodate summer vacationers as well as winter rentals” where “each unit has full view of 
the ocean.”22 While all of Alderman’s designs are recognizable as Modernist-style resort motels, 
with the characteristic concrete structure and stacked/vertically aligned façade of visually 
distinguished units, each had its own unique design detail that wasn’t repeated on his other 
properties. In the case of the Crest Kitchenette, it was the staggered façade with the concrete 
partition walls projecting above the roof and slightly angled balconies. Alderman, therefore, had 
a profound influence on the development of the Virginia Beach oceanfront as a significant 
proponent of architectural trends that defined the 1960s resort motel construction and 
dramatically altered the visual character of the Virginia Beach oceanfront. The former Crest 
Kitchenette Motel is an outstanding example of this type and of Alderman’s work.  
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Clip from an article on works by William Burton Alderman, AIA featuring the Crest Kitchenette Motel which 

appeared in the Virginia Record in May 1964. 
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3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 

 
4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The historic boundary coincides with the boundaries of the associated tax parcel recorded as 
24280402920000 by the City of Virginia Beach. It is bound on the north by 37th Street and 
on the east by Atlantic Avenue. The enclosed tax parcel map shows the true and correct 
historic boundary 

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The selected boundaries correspond with the historic boundaries of the property purchased by 
William T. Winner in 1963. The property’s historic setting and all known associated historic 
resources have been included within the historic boundary. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  _Kristin Kirchen, Architectural Historian_________________________ 
organization:  _Iron Dog Preservation, LLC________________________________ 
street & number:  _532 Pantela Drive__________________________________ 
city or town:  _N. Chesterfield__________ state: ___VA_________ zip code:_23235_____ 
e-mail:  _irondogpreservation@gmail.com_______________________________ 
telephone: _804-516-8200________________________ 
date:  __September 2022___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
• Maps:  A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
 
•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources. Key all photographs to this map. 
 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
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the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo 
date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property: Crest Kitchenette Motel  
City or Vicinity: City of Virginia Beach 
County:     State: Virginia 
Photographer: Kristin H. Kirchen 
Date Photographed: September 2021 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0001 
1 of 22 Northeast oblique. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0002 
2 of 22 Southeast oblique. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0003 
3 of 22 Setting looking north down Atlantic Avenue. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0004 
4 of 22 Setting looking south down Atlantic Avenue. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0005 
5 of 22 Façade (east elevation). 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0006 
6 of 22 North side elevation. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0007 
7 of 22 Northwest oblique. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0008 
8 of 22 Rear elevation. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0009 
9 of 22 Rear elevation with pool inside fenced area. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0010 
10 of 22 Main entrance. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0011 
11 of 22 Detail of masonry on north side elevation. 
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Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0012 
12 of 22 Private balcony off guest unit. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0013 
13 of 22 Exterior corridor. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0014 
14 of 22 Exterior stair. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0015 
15 of 22 Detail of stair railing. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0016 
16 of 22 Lobby. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0017 
17 of 22 Guest unit looking towards front of building and picture window. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0018 
18 of 22 Guest unit looking from picture window back at kitchenette. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0019 
19 of 22 Kitchenette detail. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0020 
20 of 22 Guest unit bathroom. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0021 
21 of 22 View looking east from lobby balcony towards the ocean. 
 
Photo VA_VirginiaBeach_CrestKitchenetteMotel_0022 
22 of 22 Historic setting, three historic cottages along 37th Street just to the north of the Crest 

Kitchenette Motel. Now under the same ownership as the motel. 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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