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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cobham Park is an extensive ante-bellum estate located in the rolling
Pledmont countryside to the east of the Southwest Mountains. It is composed
of grazing fields and woodlands centered around a landscaped park which
forms a setting for the estate's mansion. Laid out in the manner of the
grounds of an English eighteenth century country house, the park features
broad sloping lawms bordered by clumps of shrubbery and fine trees. Cut
through the woods are vistas to various peaks of the Southwest Mountains.
Behind the mansion, on the more level part of the grounds, is a formal
garden containing walks and beds bordered by English boxwood. Several early
outbuildings remain including two smokehouses, one brick and one frame, and
a frame dependency just to the north of the mansion. A simple two-story
frame dwelling is located on a ridge several hundred yards to the north,
Numerous more modern farm and service buildings are also located on the
grounds.

The mansion, erected around 1856, is an unusual example of ante-bellum
period Georglan style architecture., The rectangular two-and-a-half-story
structure is covered by a hipped roof with three hipped roof dormers on
each of the main slopes, and one dormer on each end. Each dormer has scrolled
volutes on the sides similar to high-style Georgian townhouses of Philadelphja—
Projecting from the roof are two pedestal form chimney stacks, and around it
eaves is a modillion cornice featuring thin elongated modillions.

Both front and rear elevations are five bays.long.. The windows through
out contain unusugl but original four-over~four double~hung sash. The first
floor windows are topped by molded cornices and the second floor sills are
supported on simple scrolled brackets. All the windows are hung with dark
green louvred shutters. 8heltering both the front and rear entrances are
simple Doric porches supported on square Doric columns. Extending from eithx
side of the front porch is a wooden gallery supported by Doric pilers with
open shafts., A Chinese lattice rail is employed on top of the front porch
and on the sides of the rear. The front door is framed by a three-part
frontispiece with modillion cornice. The house's walls are laid in excellen
‘preserved brick veaeer which preserves much of the original penciling of the
mortar joints.

Cobham Park's plan is double-pile with an entrance hall and stair hall
in the cgnter. The main feature of the interior is the graceful flying
spiral stair with turned balusters, molded handrail and scrolled brackets,
The rest of the trim throughout is restrained, Weavy unornamented molded
cornices are found in the principal rooms and simple architrave trim
surrounds the windows and doorways. The unusually wide mantels in the principal
rooms are decorated only with panels. A handsome arch supported on fluted
pilasters connects the entrance hall with the stair hall, and is repeated on
the second floor. The house is maintained in excellent condition with no
gignificant alterations or loss of original fabriec.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Established in the 1850's on land that was part of the Castle Hill
estate,Cobham Park remains one of the best preserved and most beautifully
sited ante-bellum estates in Virginia. Particularly noteworthy are the
handsome grounds which are a fine example of nineteenth century landscaping.

Cobham Park served as the summer home of William Cabell Rives, Jr.
(1825-1890), second son of the noted United States senator and minister to
France. Rives, born and raised at his family home, Castle Hill, obtained
his law degree from the University of Virginia and established his practice
in Newport, Rhode Island. In 1849 he was married to Grace Winthrop Sears,
member of a prominent Boston family,

Rives laid out his Virginla estate around a virgin forest containing
large oaks and pines. He deliberately patterned the grounds after the
landscaped parks of English country houses; he opened vistas and formed
broad sloping lawns, but preserved large individual trees and clumps of
woodland at stratigic visual points. The pastoral quality was made complete
by his hexds of fine horses, cattle, and sheep grazing in the lowland fields}

The mansion Rives had built as the focal point of the estate is
unusual for its perlod. Being in the style of Virginia plantation houses
a hundred years earlier it is one of the first examples of Georgian Revival
architecture in the country, No architect has been associated with the
house, but the woodwork is known to have been executed by an English master
carpenter named McSparren, brought from the North by Rives's mother to
complete the interior of William Strickland's Grace Church in nearby Cismont|
McSparren's chef-d' oeuvre at Cobham Park is the flying spiral stair which
is similar to the Montmorenci stalr at the Henry Francis duPont Winterthur
Museum. .

Cobham Park remained the summer home of Rives's widow following his
death. It was acquired in the early part of this century by the Peter
family of Tudor Place, Washington, D.C., and is owned today by Mrs. G.
Freeland Peter.
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