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1. NAME
C O M M O N : 

Berkeley 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Berkeley 
2 LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

.9 mi. S of Rt. 633, .3 mi. S of intersection with Rt. 5 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

(Charles City v ie . ) 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 51 

C O U N T Y ; 

Char les C i t y 039 
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I I Comments 

H OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

Mr. and Mrŝ . Malcolm Jamieson 
IU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

Ui Berkeley Plantation 
(/> C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

Charles City Court House Virginia 51 
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C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Charles City County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Charles City 
[g, RgPiRESgNtATtON IN exiSTING SURVEYS 

Virginia 51 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey 
Federal 
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L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s 
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V L R  L i s t e d :  7 / 6 / 1 9 7 1
N R H P  L i s t e d :  1 1 / 1 1 / 1 9 7 1



[7. DeSCRtPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

g ] Excel lent • Good ... • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered S Unaltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved 59 Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The residence of this famous James River plantation stands on an eminence 
overlooking terraces leading down to the r i v e r . Flanking ^he house are 
twOj _two2S-tory. brick dependencies that date from the 1540'si Hiese 
dependencies replace eighteenth century ones that stood i n approximately 
the same location. 

B u i l t i n 1726 the rectangular residence i s a double p i l e house, two,stories 
i n height, f i v e bays long on both fronts, and covered by a gable roof out 
of which projects two t a l l ridge chimneys with molded caps. 'Similar to thfe 
Nelson House i n Yorktown, the gable ends of Berkeley are- somewhat naively 
treated with cornices to give the ends the appearance of being pedimented. 
The present cornices_in the gable ends are restorations, although an early 
photograph of the house showing the cornices removed also c l e a r l y indicates 
that the cornices were once a feature of the gables. This treatment of 
the gable ends at Berkeley marks one of the earliest attempts i n America at 
obtaining f u l l heroic pediments. 

Berkeley's bi^ick walls axe l a i d i n Flemish bond with glazed header pattern, 
and have rubbed brick dressings at the corners and window jambs. The 
windows are a l l topped by gauged brick f l a t arches. The window openings 
are unusual i n that thay have wider proportions than are generally found 
in V i r g i n i a structures of the period. The gauged brick pedimented doorways 
are new, and the survival of a piece of stone cornice i n the basement 
indicates that the doorway trim was o r i g i n a l l y of that material. Other 
brick toiD_on the house includes a rubbed_brick belt course and a beveled 
water table.. . . . , ~. ~ . ""'7 

-~ ^ . • •• -. . •• ^ • _., 1... , -.1-. . .1., - \.. ,•. , J J , .J\-:i.C. 

L i t t l e i f any o r i g i n a l woodwork survives on Berkeley's i n t e r i o r ^ although 
some of the framing such as f l o o r j o i s t s and chimney g i r t s appear to date 
from t^e o r i g i n a l cpnsti;uctionf.. : Most, of; the present i n t e r i o r woodwork dates 
from a c i r c a 1790 remodeling and" i s of a simple Early Federal type. The 
orig^inal plan of the house appears to hji,vê  ir^m^ined b a s i c a l l y unaltered, 
however. 

After a q u i s i t i o n i n 1905 by John Jamieson, the house, then i n poor condition 
was put into good repair. Jamieson's son and daughter-in-law, the present 
owners, carried out an extensive program of restoration and reconstruction 
(1937-3J2> A large nineteenth-century porch that surrounded the house on 
a l l four sides was removed, window sash and exterior door framing replaced, 
and the center s t a i r s r e b u i l t i n returning the house to i t s eighteenth-
century appearance. The restored house i s i n excellent condition. The 
f i r s t f l o o r and basement are open to v i s i t o r s and the upper floors are 
used as a residence. 

Much of the land that comprised the chief part of the o r i g i n a l Berkeley 
Hundred remains part of the present plantation, including the s i t e of the ^ 
o r i g i n a l landing. Once more a productive farm, the Berkeley lands, wi th t k U 
open' fields^and-woodlands,'provide a handsome h i s t o r i c setting for the famous 
house;- The scenic land approach to the house has changed l i t t l e from the 

time when William Byrd of nesarby Westover was a frequent v i s i t o r to Berkeley 
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On three occasions Berkeley has been despoiled by warriors ~--~- r -· 
overthrowing the domestic order which the Plantat~on symbol 

.,. 

Hundred, one of the more enterprising of the "Particular Planta \ccmJ 
founded under authority of the ,Virginia Company, fell victim to Opecha~ugh 
during the Massacre of 1622·: ... One hundred-fifty-nine years later, Berkeley 
was pillaged by Benedict Arnold during his James River campaign. In 1862 
the army of the Potomac occupied the plantation. 

Much that is known of agricultural experimentation and production in early­
Virginia has been derived from the unique record of the affairs of Berkeley 
Hundred kept by John Smythe of Nibley. Smythe and his associates sola 
Berkeley to a group of London Merchants during the mid-1630's. AbOut the 
same time 0 Benjamin Harrison became Clerk of the Court at Jamestown. 
Harrison's son purchased Berkeley in 1691; his grandson removed there from 
the family's Southside home. The fourth Benjamin Harrison (1700-1744) 
married Anne, daughter of Robert "King 1 Carter, and built the present 
Georgian plantation house at Berkeley in 1726. 

f\'1 •• 

The third Benjamin Harrison had brought Berkeley to the first rank among 
Virginia plantations; ~rrison 1 s ·Landing was, for most of ~he eighteenth 
century, among the main shipp-ing points on the James River:~ The fifth · 
Benjami!!,.Jlal;.rison (1726-17-91-)--signatory of the Declaration of ..Independence 
sometime ·member of the Virginia House,and GovernorJ and father of a future 
President o the Unit~d States--was master o~keley during the last 
years of Virginia 1 s "Golden Age," and through the struggle for .. iindepend e. 

For Tidewater Virginia, separation from England coincide~. with economic 
decline. Berkeley, a decayed and heavily mortgaged shadow of the once 
"Great Plantat~on," was sold by the- Bank of the United States soon after 
the death of the seventh Benjamin Harrison (died 1842). 

In the summer of 1862, the camp fires of the Army of the Potomac consumed 
every tree, but one, along the three-mile river front at Berkeley. One 
twilight, on the plantation 'lawn, a buglar sounded the notes of a new call, 
"Taps." The tune provided a diversion for an invading army which had, acco ing 
to its commanding general, a "passion for destruction." The soldiers broke 
"mahogany chairs for the fire and split up a rosewood piano for kindling. 
But any protest," General McClellari :continued, was "i~ediately received by 
_the soldiers with cursing of the Rebels and all who sympathize with them." 
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Director 

1971 

vAs the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preser_vation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

,89-665), I hereby nominate· this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

' 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

evalua,ted according to the criteria ansi procedures set 

forth by the National ParR Servic~.r -1.oh~ · ~commended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

N•~N;;~j:O 
James W. M ody, Jr., Directcr. 
Virgini~storic Landmarks Commission 
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U.S.G.S. ?t' quadrangle (scale:1:24000) 
Westover, Va. 1965 
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