






' MAJOR BIBLIOGR~HICAL REFERENCES 

Ri:ch111ond , Virg inia .. Virginia Historic Landmar ks Commission Arch ives . 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ _ 3_a_c_r_es _ __ _ 
UTM REFERENC ES 

l 4 I 1 l 2, 31 4, 2 I O I 
NORTHING 

I I • I I I ! I I 

Qu adrangle name : Petersburg , Va. 
, ,.Q_uadrangle Scale : 1: 24000 

l~ i~,....,--!I__._I I I I I L 
EASTING , NORTHING 

1 1 , 1 r I i 1 , , 

I 
1 

VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTION Beginning at a point ll00' N of Appoma - ox River, 3700' 
SE of intersect 'on a£ State ~outes 36 and 1107, the nce extending 250' ENE along s s i d e of 
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S along W side of said avenu ; thenc extending 650' to po:n t of or igin. 
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Vawter Hall & Old Pr sident ' s Hous e , Chesterfield County , Virginia 
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7 . DESC IPTION 

with a cross gable . A bracketed cornice embellishes the eaves. Brick chimneys with corbeled 
brick caps break the roo f . line . The roof is cover ed with standing-seam sheet me tal . 

The former r esidence-turn d-"o ffice annex" has a central hall plan . The main open-well 
stai r is found on the west ern nd; a closed-well stair is on the eastern end . The main stair 
has a scrolled and turned newel , mo ld e d hand rail, and turned balusters , two to a tread . The 
ual ls are plastered , and the floors are wood . Symmetrical architraves with mo lded corne r 
blocks s urround the major door and window open' ngs . Fluted Ionic columns flank the doorway 
between the ha ll and parlor . Double glass doors are contain d within a symme trical archi­
trav~ . The former parlor r a ins "ts original br'ck man te l . Portions o f the interior have 
been partitioned for facu lty offices . The house ceased to be a resid ence in the 1930s . 

The old campus to the west of the two struc tures remains open and is regarded as the 
hear t of the university campus . 

RCC 

BOUNDARY .TIJSTIFICATION: 

The nomina t ed property on College Avenue i.s bounded on three sides by a road and to the 
west b3/ a straigh t lin that extends through the old campus fie ld . The nomina ted acreage 
includ es Vawter Hall and the Old President's House and the land that immediate ly sur­
rounds them . About a n acre o f land exists between he two bu 'ld ings . 
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8 . STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

act of 1882 . In th same year Vawter Hall was built for administration, bookstore , cafeteria , 
and theatr e activitie s . This followed the compl e t ion of the :President ' s reside nce , 
authorized by h Boarcl of Trus tees in 1906 . 

Pr -sldent Johns ton died in April 1914 and was succeeded by James Manue l Gandy . Gandy 
directed curricular chang sand physical expansion . In 1918 the school set up Federally 
fu nded vocational agricultural courses based on th Smith-Tiughes Act o f 1917. In 1920 the 
l gis latu re made the institution the land grant coll ege for blacks in Virg inia , moving that 
progr am f rom Ha111pton Ins ti tut , a private school. In 1923 , after a lapse of two decades , the 
Board of Visitors r estored a four-year college department . In 1930 F d ra lly financed exten­
sion work und er the Smith-Leve r Act of 19llf was brou gh t to th coll ge , renarne d the Virginia 
State Coll ege for Negroes . The name was changed again in 19Lf6 to Virginia State College . In 
1979 the school be came Virg i nia Sta te University . 
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Vaw -er Hall & Old President 1 s Hous , Che.st rfield County , Virginia 
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8 . CE 

Under iLs varied names and curricula the insti u ion has graduated many illus rious 
ah1mni , includiog Wil iam H. Lewis , the firs black to be an All - Am rican in football and 
to hold a ub -Cabin t post ; Cami l la Williams , th r·rst to star in a ma jor pera company; 
Hugh Smythe , one of the fi r st black America ambassadors ; Alfred Cade , one of he t·rst 
black ~e nerals ; and many oth rs who have becom 1 ad rs o ducati n , spor t s , a nd business . 
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VIRG INIA 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
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