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7. DESCRIPTTON

with a cross gable. A bracketed cornice embellishes the eaves, Brick chimneys with corbeled §
brick caps break the roof.line. The roof is covered with standing-seam sheet metal.

The former residence-turned-'office annex'" has a central hall plan. The main open-well
stair is found on the western end; a closed-well stair is on the eastern end. The main stair
has a scrolled and turned newel, molded hand rail, and turned balusters, two to a tread. The §
walls are plastered, and the floors are wood. Symmetrical architraves with molded corner
blocks surround the major door and window openings. Fluted Tonic columns flank the doorway
between the hall and parlor. Double glass doors are contained within a symmetrical archi-
trave. The former parlor retains its original brick mantel. Portions of the interior have
been partitioned for faculty offices. The house ceased to be a residence in the 1930s.

' The old campus to the west of the two structures remains open and is regarded as the
heart of the university campus.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The nominated property on College Avenue is bounded on three sides by a road and to the
west by a straight line that extends through the old campus field. The nominated acreage
includes Vawter Hall and the 0ld President's House and the land that immediately sur-
rounds them. About an acre of land exists between the two buildings.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

act of 1882. 1In the same year Vawter Hall was built for administration, bookstore, cafeteria,bi¥
and theatre activities. This followed the completion of the President's residence,
authorized by the Board of Trustees in 1906.

President Johnston died in April 1914 and was succeeded by James Manuel Gandy. Gandy
directed curricular changes and physical expansion. 1In 1918 the school set up Federally
funded vocational agricultural courses based on the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917. 1In 1920 the
legislature made the institution the land grant college for blacks in Virginia, moving that
program frow Hampton Institute, a private school. 1In 1923, after a lapse of two decades, the
Board of Visitors restored a four-year college department. In 1930 Federally financed exten-
sion work under the Smith-Lever Act of 1914 was brought to the college, renamed the Virginia
State College for Negroes. The name was changed again in 1946 to Virginia State College. 1In
1979 the school became Virginia State University.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNLFICANCE

Under its varied names and curricula the institution has graduated many illustrious
alumni, including William H. Lewis, the first black to be an All-American in football and
to hold a sub-Cabinet post; Camilla Williams, the first to star in a major opera company;
Hugh Smythe, one of the first black American ambassadors; Alfred Cade, one of the first
black jenerals; and many others who have become leaders in education, sports, and business.
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