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Little Fork Church 
ANOI OA HIS TOR1C : 

Oak Shade Church: Little Fork Church 
(2. LOCATION 

~'l'Rl!:ET ANO NUMBER, .8 mi. N of Hazel River, .6 mi. E of intersection of Rt. 
726 Rt . 229 and Rt. 611. NE corner of intersection of Rt. 624 and Rt. 726. 

C ITY OR TOWN! 

STA. TE I CODE ' COUNTY ; I CODE 

Virginia I 45 I Culpeper I 047 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSI BLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

Dlslrlct □ Building Public □ Public Ac qui si rion: Occupi•d (1g Yu: 

s,,. □ Structure 0 PrlYol• In Procell D Unoccupied D R■ ,t,lct ■d iKI 
Both D Being Con,id■,ed D Pr■ HrYotlon wor~ UnrntTict■d D ObJ ■ ct D In pragru1 D D No: 

PRE:SENT U!IE (Check One or More aa Approprlete) 

Agr icu ltura l □ Govermnent D Park □ Transportation □ Comments □ 
C0mmerc; iol □ [ndustria l □ Private Residence □ Other ( Specify) □ 
Educolionol □ Mihtery □ Religious I&) 

l:n l <lolnmenl □ Museum □ Sele ntlllc 0 
bk OWNER OF PROPERTY .. 

' 
:, _ _ ,:,,:,:-.• .-:~: . -:,:::::~- '-2-., ... . . .. 

OWNERS N,lM E: 

St. Mark' s Par ish 
STREET 4NO N U M8 ER; 

115 N. East Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN , 1 9'1' ,l TE : I coo 

Culpeper Virsdnia l 45 < .... 
[s:::, LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .-.-:-. )i ,_•_::.-,.- . ' - '~c ,/\} :A< .. iunifr:,, l"1 , ~- ·~ ...... ,., 

COURTHOUSE . REGISTRY OF O E:EDS . ETC : .... 
::I 

Culpeper County Court House .... 
Pl 

STREIET AND NUMBER: 

Cl 'I' Y OR TOWN: j!T4 T E l CODE n 
Culpeper Virginia I 45 C: 

P"-" 

1 "l;1 APP ROXIMATE ACREAGE OF N OMINATEO PROPERTY: acre n, 

l6'i{ R.E.P.RESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ' . _,:;;::,,: -- - ... ,:, 
. '"'- -.;- _:~;,..- -~·~= s-..;:. • 'O .,. . :-- -- :, \' . , ,, .. n, 

TI TLE OF SURVEY , '1 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
D A TE OF SURVEY: 1941 Federel PQ Stole □ County □ Local □ 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURV EY RECORos , 

Library of Congress 
STREET ANO NUMBER ! 

I Cl'l'Y OR TOWN, !'T ATE : CODIE -
Washington D. C. I 08 ; 
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[1, DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E1tc■ ll ■nt O Good [jl Fair 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Aller■d ~ Una lt■r■d 0 

(Checlt One) 

D■ t■rlorot■d D 

I 
Ruin• O Un.,.po ■-d 0 

(Check One) 

Moved O Orl;inal Sit■ Iii 
DESCftlBE THE PftESENT ANO OftlCU!i,i,L. (It lr:naWf!) PHYSIC,i,I. ,i,PPEAft,i,NCE 

Little Fork Church is a one-story brick structure which measures approx­
imately 83\' x 33\'. Its walls are laid in Flemish bond with random 
glazed headers above and below the water table. Unfortunately most of the 
brick below the water table as well as the brick gutter havebeen covered 
by cement. Rubbed brick marks the four corners of the building as well as 
the window jambs, principal window arches, and original door jambs. The 
long south wall of the church is divided into seven-bays containing six 
semi-circular arched windows and a central door. This door, as well as 
the west door, has been altered but probably both originally featured brick 
pediments. The west facade has two small rectangular windows placed high 
on the wall as if to be gallery windows although it is not certain that 
the church ever had a gallery. The whole of the building is surrounded 
by a modillion cornice (probably the original) and is crowned by a hipped 
roof. 

The church's most important interior feature is its original reredos 
located between the two arched east windows. It consists of four tablets 
separated by Doric pilasters and topped by a triangular pediment. Other 
original interior fabric includes the wainscoting and probably the coved 
cornice. The pulpit, which is thought to have stood opposite the south 
door, has disappeared as have the original pews. The window trim and sash 
is early but thought not to be colonial. 

Little Fork's churchyard contains no graves but does possess a large marble 
monument erected in 1904.to the memory of the Little Fork Rangers, a 
Confederate company. 
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fG,• SIGHI FICANCE • 

PEAIOD (Checlr One or f/lfore •• App,oprl•fe) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th C•ntury O 
15th Cer,tury O 17th Century O 

SPECIFIC DI.TEISI (lfAppllc•ble andKno....,) 1774-76 
AAEAS CIF SIGNIFICANCE (Cflec:tr One or More ae AP,.,..fll'l•t•J 

Abar l9lnal. EJucotTcn D 
p,.1,1 ,torlc: □ En9in•erln9 □ 
Hl11torlc D lndu,try □ 

-

A1rlc11lture □ ln11ention □ 
II Ari ~ L<1nclscape 

Comm.,ce □ Architecture □ 
Cornmunicotions □ Literature □ 
Conser\rotion □ Milltory □ 

Music □ 

18th Century IE 
19th C•ntur:, 0 

Politlc<1I 

Rel lgian/Phl• 

losophy 

Science 

Sc.,lpture 

Sociol/Human-

itorlan 

Thaoter 

Tron,portatlo,, 

D 

□ 
D 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

STATEMENT OP SIGNIFICANCE (Include Perean••··· Dot••· s ... n,a, Ille.) 

20th C•ntury 0 

U~bon Plollt'llnt 0 
Other (Specfty) -@9-
·Ai:rtR I Pf: 1 iiA! 

Little Fork Church was erected during the years 1774-76 .to replace an 
earlier wooden structure destroyed by fire in 1773. It is believed that 
Little Fork was designed by John Ariss, to whom the nearly identical 
Lamb's Creek Church (1769-70) is also attributed. 

Little Fork Church is one of the few colonial churches to survive in 
northern Piedmont Virginia, however it was never a parish church# It .-

served only as a chapel for St. Mark's Parish until the Disestablishment. 
Like most of Virginia's coloni~l churches, Little Fork served as a stable 
for Union troops during the Civil War. Used by the Methodists until 
several years ago, the church once again serves as a chapel for St. 
Mark's Parish • 

Although relatively neglected at present, Little Fork Church remains 
one of Virginia's finer and better preserved colonial churches. It 
is also one of the few colonial churches to retain a large proportion 
of its original interiors. It has been said that the church's 
elaborate reredos was executed by the same craftsman who built the 
mantel at Salubria, a colonial mansion also in Culpeper County. 

Located in a somewhat remote section of the county, Little Fork's 
immediate environs still possess the rural character they had in the 
eighteenth century. 
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