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Excellent D Good D Fair ~ 

INTEGRITY 
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Altered D Unaltered _ qg 

(Check pne) 
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I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSl'CAL APPEARANCE 

Ru.ins D Unexposed D 
(Check One) 

Moved D Original Site @ 

The Cumberland County Court House is a one-story brick rectangular five­
bay structure with a gable roof featuring pedimented ends. Its facade 
is laid in Flemish bond while the other three sides are laid in American 
bond. The principal exterior architectural feature is the finely 
executed tetrastyle Tuscan portico on the facade, the columns of which 
are brick covered with stucco. The portico features a full entablature 
while only the Tuscan cornice is carried about the rest of the building. 
The main entrance is composed of recessed double doors framed by an 
architrave and topped by a well-proportioned pediment and pulvinated -
frieze. 

The plan consists of a judge's room, conference -room, and jury room 
contained in the western end of the building, with the courtroom 
occupying the remainder of the interior. Despite alterations much of 
the interior decoration remains intact, however the original judge's 
bench has disappeared. The window and door surrounds as well as much of 
the wainscoting in the courtroom is original. At present, the courthouse 
is undergoing extensive restoration. 

Mention should also be made of the adjoining clerk's office with its fine 
Doric entablature. This building, along with the nearby jail, was probably 
built about the same time as the courthouse. 
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□ 
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20th Century O 

The Cumberland County Court House was begun in 1818 and completed by 1821. 
Its builder was William A. Howard. The building is an excellent example 
of the influence of Thomas Jefferson on the architecture of public 
buildings in Virginia. Essentially it is a temple-form building with 
the main portico on the side rather than the end. The building exhibits 
few provincialisms; the Tuscan portico, as well as the general proportion 
of the main body are 'correct' according to Palladian standards. The" 
courthouse further serves as an expression of the desires of the men of 
the early republic to house their cherished democratic institutions in 
dignified surroundings. 
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NAME AND TITLE: 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James w. Moodv , Jr . , Director 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 24, 1969 
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
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