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This furn\ ,s for u;e in 11Dn1,nating. ur requesting dctcm1inat1on, for 1nd1, idual propcrt,cs and u,s1r1cts See instruct1on1 in I lnw to Complete· the 
National Rcg,stcr of Histo ric Places RegistrJ!1on Form (N~r,onal Register 13ullet:n 16A). Complete each item b_v markmg "x" in the appropriate 
hox or by entering the ,nformat,on requested If 2ny 11cm docs not apply to ,he propeny being documented. enter "NIA" for "not applicable" l'0r 
I unctions. arch,tcc111ral class, tic.ii, on. matcria ls, and areas of s,gnt 11cance, enter only categoncs and subcategories from the in,tructH)n, r 1,ce 
additional cntncs and narr~11 1c 11rms on con11nual1on sheets (NPS Fam, 10-900a) Us.:" typewnter, y., ord pr(lccs,or, or computer, to complete all 
lt~lllS 

I. Name of Property 

historic name: Cumberland Connty Coui1hol\se, Amendment (Additional resources documented with 2006 survey) 

other names/site number: VDHR #024-0005 

2. Location 
street & number. Courthouse Circle and Foster Road not for publication· NA 

c tty or town: ...;C=-1=mcc.1c..=bc..=c~rl'--'a""n'-=d'--__________________ _ vicinny·--'f\;~'-'-A"-------------

state· Vireinia code-~ county: Cumberland code: --'-l-"-0-'---7 __ Z1p. 23040 

3. State/Federal Agcnc\' Certiftcntion 
,\s ,he dcs1gnotcd .iu:hori1y u11<.kr the Nanonal l l1 ~wr ic Preservation Act oi' i %6, as onirnJcd, I hereby , ,,nil'y that th,~ _X_ nomination 
rc·quc51 for det~rmmation <.>f cl1gibdny meets the doCHmcnt ;a tion standards for regis1enng propcn ies in the Nut,onal Rcg1s1cr of H1s1oric l'laccs anJ 
meet~ the pnJccJur:al and prot"c~;ional requirements ,ct forth in 36 CFR Part 60. ln my opmrnn, the property _X_ meets __ docs not meet the 
:-/~L,onal Reg.istcr Cntcria I rtcommcnd that this property be considered significant_ na11onJlly _ s!Jlew,d~ _X_ locally ( See 
c0n:inuatton sheet for addi11011J! commcn1s) 

~~ S1gnarure of ccrtifyi-~ficial --· ·-

Virginia Department of Hjstoric Resources 
,1a1c or Federa l agency and burmu 

In my opinion. the propeny - ·--meets __ does not meet the National Register cnteria. ( __ Sec contmuation 
,heet for add1ttonal comments.) 

. ··--·--- ---- ----
Signature 01 commenting or other official Date 

-----·---.---------------------
State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. Na1ional Park Service Cer1ification 

I. l1ereby certify that this property is: 
__ entered m the National Register 

See con tinuation sheet. 
__ determmect eltgiblc for the National Register 

See contmunt1on sheet. 
_ dercrmmed not eligible for the National Register 
__ removed from the National Register 
__ other (explam) 

S1gna11Jre of Keeper _____________ _ _ _ _ 

Date of Action _______________ _ 
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S. Classification 
Ownership of Property ( Check a~ many boxes as apply) 

_ __ private 
_lC public-local 
.--- public-State 
__ puhlrc-Fcdcrat 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_X___ building(s) 

district 
site 
strucmre 

_ obJect 

~umber of Resources within Property 
Contribt1ting Noncontributing 
_Q__ _,.Q__ buildings 
_0___ _0 __ Sties 

---~l _ __Q__ structures 
_Q__ _ _l_ objec1s 
_l_ __2_Tota! 

0.\-18 r-.o. I 024-4018 

Cumberland County Courthouse, Amendment 
Cumberland, Virginia 

:-.Jumbcr of contributing rc~ourccs previously listed in the National Register _Q__ 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/ A" 1f property ts not part of a multipk propeny listing.) N/ A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enrer categories from rnstrucrions) 

Cat: ____ _ __ Sub: _______ _ 

Government Courthouse 

-------------------

Current Functions (Enter categories from 111structions) 

Cat: ____ _ ___ Sub: ----------·--··-
Government Courthouse Complex 

Memonal Markers 

7. Descri tion 
Architectural Classification (En1er categories rrom insrructions) 

Early Republic: Earlv Classical Revival (Courthouse) 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation ________________ _ 

roar _____ --------
walls----· ___________ _ 
other bnck v.,aJl and granite marker 

N arr~tivc Description (Describe the historic Jnd current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sl1e~'IS.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Cumberland County Courthomc, Amendment 
Cumberland, Virginia 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x'' in one or more boxes for the criteria quahfymg the property for 
National Register listing) 

_LA 

B 
C 

D 

Property 1s associated w11h events that have made a significant contribution to the broad partems 
of our history. 
Property 1s associated wllh the lives of persons significant in our past. 
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distmction. 
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important m prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institmion or used for religi ous purposes. 
B removed from lls original locan on. 
C a birthplace or a grave. 
D a ceme tery. 
E a reconstructed building, object or st ruc1ure. 
r a commemorative property. 
G less than 50 years or age or achieved significance w1thin the past 50 years. 

A re as of Sign i fie a nee ( Ent c r ca tegories fr om ins I rue t Ions) --'-P-"-o'-'-1 i.!.-'t i.::.c s"-=a:..:.n,.,_d--'G,,,_o"'"v-'--e""m'-'-"-m'-'-e.=.crcc., t:.......J..("'--o'-'ri-"'g""i n.:ca~l-=a:.:..r.:;.;ea=--)'-- -­

P c ri o d of Significa nee 18 18 - 1925 ( original POS) l 925 - 1936 ( added due to contributing wall construction) 

Significant Dates pre-1936 

Significant Person (Complete 1f Criterion B is marked above) ____ N_'_A_ 

Cultural Afliliation ___ N_A _ _ _____ _____ _ 

Arc hi lcet/Builder NA 

N arrativc Statement of Sigllificance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets .) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bi bl iogra p hy 
(Cite the books, art1c \es. and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continua110n sheets .) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
__ preliminary detennination of mdividual listing (36 CFR 6 7) has been re4uestcd. 
_2£_ previously !t~teJ 111 the National Register 

__ previously detennincd eligible by the National Register 
____ de51gnatecl a Na11011al H 1storic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Histonc American Engineering Record# __ _ 
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Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X _ State H istorie Preservation Office 

_ Other State agency 
_ Fcdcralagenc~ 
______ Loca 1 government 
__ University 

Other 
\iame of repository: _ Virginia Depanment of Historic Resources 

I 0. Geographical Data 

A ere age of Property _..:..I.:..:· 5'-=ac""'r'--=e'-"s_,(-=o_,_n'-=· g""i n'""a"'l'---'l"'i s""t_,_,in"--'g,,__-....,sc.cta,,__y'---'i"'n""'g""'l-'-'h-=-e-=s-=a.:..:m.:..:e:...) ___ _ 

lJTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing 
l 7 744520 4153500 (ongma! UTM point - sta ving the same) See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet. ) 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared Bv 

name/ritle: Jean McRae, Registe r Program Coordinator 
Organization: Virgmia Depanment ofHistonc Resources ______________ date : \1av 2007 
stTect & number: 2801 Kens ineton Avenue telephone: 804-367-23V 
city or tov-11: Richmond state : _ __..Y.A_ zip code: _ 2322 l ___ _ 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps A USGS map (7 .5 or l 5 minute series) incticatrng the property's location. 

A sketch map for hi storic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items (Check v. 11h the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this Hem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
Name>: __________________________ _ 

street & number: ____________ tc lcphonc: ____ _ 
city or town : ______ _ state · VA ------ zip code : ____ _ 

Papti-work Rtductinn Act Slatcmcnt: This ,r,fo,rnatioll is being collected for app licauon, to lh~ Nati011dl Reg,,tcr o( H,stonc Places to ,1orn1na1~ 
propcmcs for l,.;t,ng or dctennmc cl1g1b1iity tor listing, to h,t prnpcr11c,, and 10 Jmcnd ex1st111g l,st,ngs. Response to thi s rcq11c,1 ,, roquned ti\ 

obtain a benet1t in accurdantt with ihc Nation;il H 1stor1C Prcs~rvanon Act, a., amended (l I> U 's C 470 ct ~cq ). 
Estin1a1ed Burdt n Stalcmrrn, Public rcpomng l>ur<lcn for this form ,s estimated to avtrage 18.1 hours per response including the ume for 
rcv,ewmg rn ,trurn ons. gathe ring and maintain mg data. and con1ple1ing ,ind r~v,ewing the form. Oirect co,rnnents re garclmg th,s burden cs11ma1c or 
;my a,pcct of this form tc the Chi~f. Adrn,n,slral11'C Scrv;ccs D,vision, National Park Scrv,cc. i> 0 80, 37127. \\' ashing.ton. OC 2111)1,-7127. snd 
th t: Oflicc ol"Man;,gcmcnt and Budge t, Paperv,ork Rec..lurnon., l'"')~tt (1024-!)018), Wa,;hmgton. DC 2051)3_ 
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7. Description: 

Updated Site Description: 

O\IB :-.o 1024-001>! 

Cumbcrt:rnd County Courthouse, Amendment 
Cumberland, Virginia 

The paved lane of Courthouse Circle leads around the northeast end of the collection of buildings 
within the cou.rihouse green and behind the clerk's office and cou11house, Foster Road is located 
between the courthouse and the old jail. A low brick wall runs along the Route 60 street front of 
the green. 

Additional Inventory within Courthouse Complex: 

Memorial !\-larker, ca. 1990, non-contributing: 
Civil Rights in Education Heritage Marker. This marker, located on the northeastern side of the 
old jail parcel, commemorates the contributions of Cumberland County native Jackson Davis 
() 882-1947) to educational refonn , which focused on improvements lo the educational system in 
Southern states for black students. Davis was also an amateur photographer and during the first 
half of the twentieth century took over 6,000 photographs of black students, teachers, and schools 
mostly in southeastern states. After his death his photographs and many of his papers were 
donated to the University of Virginia library. Virginia's Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail 
is composed of 41 sites throughout counties in the Southside that are connected to the birth of the 
public education system in the state. Cumberland County has three such markers-the other two 
are located in Cartersville at the site of a RosenwaJd School and Hamilton High School. 

Brick \Vall, pre-I 936, contributing: 
This low, brick wall surrounds the courthouse green on the east, south, and west sides. ln the !ale 
nineteenth and early tv.rentieth century, a board fence encircled the green. In 1891, county 
records record the need to have a "necessary Stile made over the C. House fence and a Sui tab le 
enclosure made in front of the same." A historic photograph shows that the fence was still in 
place as of 191 l. However, a photograph taken in 1936 as part of the WP A report on the 
courthouse shows a low b1ick wal I around the green. 

Granite Marker, ca. 1990, non-contributing: 
A granite marker dedicated to all county citizens ,vho have served and died in wars is located at 
the front of the clerk's office. 
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8, Statement of Significance 

0 ,\11\ ;\o. 102-1-0018 

Cumberland County Courthouse, Amrnclmcnl 
Cumberland, Virginia 

The Cumberland County Courthouse was originally listed in August 1994 in the Virginia 
Landmarks Register and September 1994 in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
courthouse complex is significant under Criterion A for politics and government, originally with 
a period of significance from 1818 unti I I 925. 

In 2006, a larger district surrounding the courthouse was surveyed by Debra A, McClane and the 
follo,ving infonnation was added to the courthouse complex description, The original 
nomination did not document the brick wall surrounding the complex built pre-1936, This 
addition extends the period of significance through 1936. as this is considered a contributing 
resource to the complex , Also surveyed m 2006 are two non-contributing markers built ca, l 990, 

Addition al Statement of Significance: 

The Cumberland County Courthouse and its associated buildings, stn.1ctures, and objects are 
contributing resources within the Cumberland Court House Historic District, The courthouse 
represents the centralized government in the county and since 1818 has served as the county's 
legal center, While these resources are fully documented in the National Register nomination 
that was prepared for the Cumberland County Courthouse (#024-0005), a brief history of the 
establishment of the village and the construction of the courthouse follows. 

Cumberland County was fonned in 1749 from lands fonnerly within Goochland County. ln 
1750, the first county courthouse was built at Deep Creek Bridge (now Powhatan County) , By 
1777 , however, Powhatan County was formed from the eastern half of Cumberland County and a 
new courthouse site had to be chosen, The county court decided upon "an old field" at the 
plantation of Maurice Langhorne as the new county seat, Located near the geographical center of 
the county along a major transportation route, the new site was to include a comihouse, prison , 
and stocks. 

Upon selection of the new courthouse site, six blocks of parcels were platted and the new town 
was called Effingham, The courthouse green was delineated as a 1300-foot-by-900-foot parcel 
and streets were to be I 00 feet in width, The town was situated to either side of the Buckingham 
Road. The name Effingham did not gain favor among county residents who reverted to the 
common practice of calling their county seat "Cumberland Court House" 
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Cumberland County Courthouse, Amendment 
Cumberland, Virginia 

Despite the hardships caused by the ongoing American Revolution, the county determined to 
build a new courthouse. Maurice Langhorne, who was a member of the Cumberland County 
Court, a!so obtained the contract to build the new cmtrthouse, the !og prison, and the new stocks 
and pillory. The courthouse, which was erected on the north side of the roadv,:ay adjacent to a 
spring, was completed in 1778. The court had directed that the courthouse be the same 
dimensions and of the same materials as the courthouse located at Deep Creek Bridge. 

In 1817, the county commissioners contracted with William A. HO\vard to construct a brick 
courthouse to replace the late-eighteenth-century, frame courthouse. The ne\\/ courthouse was 
built near the site of the 1778 courthouse on land owned by Peter B. Foster. The contract 
between the county and builder contains specific language on the architectural character of the 
new building, which Howard was able to complete by 1821. Later, he would also build the 
classically inspired courthouses for Lunenburg County (VDHR #055-0014) and for Mecklenburg 
County (VDHR #173-0006) . 

The courthouse and its associated square is the central organizing feature of the proposed historic 
district. The courthouse is a one-story, temple form building with a Tuscan-order portico on the 
long side (facing Route 60). The portico canies a full entablature and a moulded cornice that 
surrounds the entire building. The courthouse is located at the southwest end of the square, 
which is surrounded by a low brick wall . The Cumberland courthouse square also contains the 
historic clerk's office, the Confederate monument, the public well, a Civil Rights in Education 
marker, and a modem office building. (This modem office building is not within the original 
boundaries listed in 1994 for the Cumberland County Courthouse, so is not being added to the 
description as an additional resource. It is however, considered part of the "courthouse complex" 
in the larger 2006 district survey.) 
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Sections , 10 and Photographic Data Page_4 __ 

10. Geographical Data: 

Origin al Verbal Boundary Description from 1994: 
The boundary for Cumberland County Courthouse, Clerk's Office, Jail, Confederate Civil War 
Monument , and Courthouse well is shown as a dark line on the accompanying map entitled "Map 
derived from Ralph P. Hines, C.L.S. plat of 4 parcels of land surveyed for Cumberland County, 
September 22, 1964." 

Copy of detail map included v,·ith additional resources shovm, and copy of original quad map 
provided from I 994. 

Original Verbal Boundary Justification from 1994: 
The boundary includes the Cumberland County Courthouse, Clerk's Office, Jail, Confederate 
Civil War Monument , and Courthouse well, all of which have been associated with the 
Cumberland County Government activiLy since the first half of the nineteenth century The new 
Cumberland County Office Building, built in the I 960s, which is sited about IO feet east of the 
Clerk's Office, has been excluded since it is not a contributing building. 

Additional Justification: 
The boundary also inclL1des the pre-1936 brick wall which replaced earlier fencing around the 
cour1house. and two markers added in the I 990s. 

Photographic Data: 

Two scanned images provided, no originals, as this is only an amendment to add three additional 
secondary resources to the inventory and documentation of the original norn i nation from 1994. 
No image of the Ci vii Rights marker available. 

Image One : Front of Clerk' s Office with granite marker. Negative on file at Virginia State 
Library in Richmond, Virginia. 

Image Two : South Comer of Courthouse with brick wall. 2006 photo taken by Debra McClane in 
2006 . 
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